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     The Light Shines in Darkness.
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany
- 225 West Main Street – Laurens, SC 29360   -   epiphany@backroads.net

www.epiphanyoflaurens.org 
                                                                                             Church – 864-984-7000
The mission of Church of the Epiphany is to celebrate the light of Christ, proclaim the Gospel, deepen our faith, nurture and encourage all people.

FROM FATHER PAUL ABERNATHY

My Dear Sisters and Brothers,

In the month of May, the church celebrates two grand occasions…

[image: image3.jpg]



Thursday, May 10, the 40th day after Easter Day, is Ascension Day. According to scripture and tradition, Jesus, following his resurrection, appeared to his disciples, offering final words of instruction. Then, on the fortieth day, in the words of our Collect for Ascension Day, he “ascended far above the heavens that he might fill all things” and, in the words of our Nicene Creed, “ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.”

Although, per our parish liturgical custom and practice, on Ascension Day, we will not gather in corporate worship, on May 13, the 7th Sunday of Easter: The Sunday after Ascension Day, our Collect will make note of this commemoration, saying, in part: “O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us…”

-1-
[image: image4.jpg]



And, in light of these last words, the following Sunday, May 20, being the 50th day after Easter Day, is the Day of Pentecost (“pentecost”, a Greek word, meaning “fiftieth”). On this day, we will commemorate, also according to scripture and tradition, Jesus’ sending of the Holy Spirit, God’s indwelling presence and power, to strengthen the disciples to continue his ministry.

This same Holy Spirit has been given unto us at Baptism and, daily, is continually given unto us, empowering us to proclaim the gospel, the good news of Jesus with the words of our lips and the deeds of our lives. What a marvelously grand thing it is that Jesus, twenty centuries after his life on earth, entrusts us and expects us to continue his ministry!

With love, always and in all ways,

Paul

Illustrations:

The Ascension (L’Ascensione), 1305, Giotto di Bondone (1266-1337), Scrovegni Chapel, Padua, Italy
Pentecost (1290-1299), Giotto di Bondone (1267-1337)
MAJOR BACKPACK MINISTRY CHANGES FOR 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR
      To meet the needs of 50 students in need of food over the weekends at Ford Elementary, the four cooperating churches for this ministry have decided to revamp the Backpack Ministry.  We believe that with smart quantity purchasing, we can supply food for one child for a weekend for an amount between $5.00 & $6.00.  For 50 children that is between $250.00 and 300.00 per weekend.  We would need to supply backpack food for 39 weekends during the school year.  That will require between $9,750 and $11,700.  If between 40 and 50 members from our four congregations (Atonement, Epiphany, First Methodist and First Presbyterian) are willing to “Adopt a Backpack” for one child for one school year for $250.00, we would be well on our way to financing this much needed community ministry.

      Other major changes will include group purchasing of food along with storage of food at the Laurens District 55 offices.  Packing and delivery of backpacks to Ford Elementary will continue to rely on volunteers from our churches.

     Are you willing to “Adopt a Backpack” to feed a child over the weekend during the 2018-2019 school year?  If so, please write a check for $250.00 payable to Church of the Epiphany and write “Backpack Ministry” in the memo line.  Any donation amount will be gratefully accepted.
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     The 20 students at Ford Elementary appreciate all the backpacks they have received this year.  It is a sad situation that there are actually 50 students who would benefit from the ministry.  Hopefully there will be enough congregants willing to “Adopt a Backpack” in our four churches to meet the needs of 50 students this fall.

     If any questions please email Connie Daniels at cdaniels1234@hotmail.com or call 864-681-0329.  Thank you for your time reading about the Backpack Ministry.

UNITED THANK OFFERING

Our 2018 United Thank Offering Spring Ingathering is set for Sunday, May 6.  There are mite boxes and envelopes in the parish hall.  This is a note from our Diocesan Ingathering representative, Phyllis Web:

I wanted to update you on our two UTO grants from 2016/2017.  I was at Gravatt, 2016 recipient,  in early February and had the opportunity to see a second project.  The completed labyrinth is located down by the lake.  It is beautiful and in a rectangular shape which I had never seen before.  All three areas – the tree house, the labyrinth, and the outdoor educational space in the woods have gotten much use by guests/campers since their completion.  Jasmine Road, our 2017 recipient, has made great strides.  The house is nearing completion.  There are three women who have been screened and they are hoping to move them in by May 1st.  The money from the UTO Grant was used to establish a website – https://www.jasmineroad.org.  They have hired a program manager & purchased computer for their use.  This is in addition to using the money towards personnel, office needs & supplies.  We have been a vital part of enabling this program to get on its feet and being able to serve these women as they recover to a new life.
 
My deepest thanks for all the blessings that were gathered in 2017 allowing Upper South Carolina that sent $28,021.14 to be included in the 2018 granting process.  
MAY USHER AND NURSERY SCHEDULE


May 6:


Reid Cox

Linda Barksdale



May 13:

John Womack

Base Smith



May 20:

Reid Cox

Sarah Daniels



May 27:

John Womack

Harriet Barksdale

MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES



May 2:


Anna Horner



May 4:


Adam Parrish



May 17:

Joyce Foggie



May 18:




Skye Todd and Brad Holmes



May 26:




Dick and Linda Barksdale
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LEM SCHEDULE



May 6:


Loren Taylor



May 13:

Loren Taylor



May 20:

Graham Duncan



May 27:

Graham Duncan

VISIT MISS LUCY’S GARDEN BLOG AT

WWW.GARDENEPHIPHANY.WORDPRESS.COM
SEND ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR FUTURE EDITIONS OF THE EPIPHANY STAR TO BILL COOPER, MTHAPPY@PRTCNET.COM OR CALL 864-969-2707.  PLEASE LET ME KNOW OF ADDITIONAL BIRTHDAYS OR ANNIVERARIES THAT NEED TO BE INCLUDED.
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