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INSTRUCTION

An essay will be required for each chapter of this Bible study after
prayer. Maintaining a daily routine of journaling will be essential and
will contribute 10% to your final grade. While the journal itself will
not be submitted for review, you must demonstrate evidence of
consistent journaling through your essays. Each essay should include
reflections on what you believe God has revealed to you during your
studies, providing personal insights and connections to the material
covered.
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Genesis, the first book of the Bible, is foundational for understanding
the origins of the world, humanity, and God's covenant relationship
with His creation. It covers creation, the fall of man, the global flood,
the Tower of Babel, and the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
Joseph. Through these narratives, Genesis introduces God's
sovereignty, justice, and grace, setting the stage for His redemptive
plan for humanity. This book spans a vast timeline and transitions
from universal history (chapters 1–11) to the beginnings of Israel
(chapters 12–50), forming a bridge to the rest of the Scriptures.

Introduction

The Book of Beginnings

CHAPTER ONE - GENESIS
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Creation and Early Humanity 
Genesis 1–5 - Required Reading

Genesis begins with God creating the heavens and the earth (1:1).
Over six days, He forms the universe, culminating in the creation
of mankind in His image (1:26–27). The seventh day is sanctified
as a day of rest (2:2–3). Adam and Eve are placed in the Garden of
Eden with one prohibition: not to eat from the tree of knowledge
of good and evil (2:16–17). However, through the serpent's
deception, sin enters the world when they disobey God (3:6). The
consequences of sin are immediate: spiritual separation from God,
toil, and death (3:16–19).
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 The lineage of humanity begins with Adam and Eve's children, Cain
and Abel. Cain murders Abel, marking the first act of human violence
(4:8). Despite humanity's descent into sin, God shows grace,
promising a redeemer (3:15). The genealogy in chapter 5 introduces
Noah, a key figure in the story of redemption.

The Flood and God's Covenant with Noah
Genesis 6–9 - Required Reading

As human wickedness spreads, God determines to judge the earth
with a flood, sparing only Noah, his family, and selected animals (6:8–
10). Noah obeys God’s command to build an ark (6:22). The flood
lasts forty days and nights, destroying all life outside the ark (7:23).
After the waters recede, Noah offers a sacrifice, and God establishes
a covenant, promising never to flood the earth again (9:11). The sign
of this covenant is the rainbow (9:13).
 This section highlights God's judgment against sin and His
commitment to preserving creation despite humanity's failure. It also
introduces the Noahic lineage, from which nations arise.

The Tower of Babel and the Division of Nations
Genesis 10–11 - Required Reading

After the flood, humanity unites to build a city with a tower reaching
heaven, symbolizing pride and self-sufficiency (11:4). In response,
God confuses their language, scattering them across the earth (11:7–
9).
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 Chapter 10 provides the genealogical records of Noah’s descendants,
showing the origins of various nations. This account underscores the
sovereignty of God in human affairs and the diversity of His creation.

The Call of Abraham and the Patriarchal
Narratives 

Genesis 12–25 - Required Reading

God calls Abram (later Abraham) to leave his homeland and
promises to make him a great nation (12:1–3). Abraham's faith is
tested and grows through various challenges, including his journey
to Egypt and the near sacrifice of his son Isaac (22:10–12). Through
Abraham, God establishes a covenant, promising descendants,
land, and blessings (15:5–6, 17:8).
 Isaac, Abraham's son, becomes the bearer of the covenant. The
section also introduces key themes of obedience, faith, and God's
providence in fulfilling His promises, despite human imperfections.

Jacob, Joseph, and the Formation of Israel
Genesis 26–50 - Required Reading

Jacob, Isaac’s son, continues the covenant line. His life is marked
by struggles, including deceiving his brother Esau (27:36) and
wrestling with God (32:28). Jacob fathers twelve sons, who
become the heads of the tribes of Israel (35:22).



Joseph, one of Jacob's sons, is sold into slavery by his
brothers but rises to power in Egypt, saving his family
during a famine (41:41–57). 
Joseph’s story demonstrates God's providence, as he
declares to his brothers, "Ye thought evil against me; but
God meant it unto good" (50:20). Genesis concludes with
Jacob’s blessings on his sons and Joseph’s death in Egypt,
setting the stage for Israel’s eventual exodus.

Conclusion

Genesis reveals God's creative power, His judgment of sin, and His
covenantal faithfulness. It introduces key themes such as
redemption, obedience, and God's sovereignty over human history.
From creation to the patriarchs, Genesis establishes the foundation
for the unfolding narrative of the Bible.
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Reflective Questions

What is the significance of humanity being
created in God’s image in Genesis 1?

1.

How does Genesis 3 illustrate the
consequences of sin?

2.

What does the rainbow symbolize in God’s
covenant with Noah in Genesis 9?

3.

How does God’s promise to Abraham in
Genesis 12 relate to the larger biblical
narrative?

4.

What lessons can be drawn from Joseph’s
response to his brothers’ betrayal in
Genesis 50?

5.
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The Book of Exodus chronicles God’s deliverance of the Israelites
from Egyptian bondage, their formation as a covenant people, and
the establishment of His presence among them. It is the second book
of the Pentateuch, written by Moses, and serves as a continuation of
the narrative in Genesis. "Exodus" means “departure,” reflecting the
central event of Israel’s liberation from slavery.
Spanning from Israel’s enslavement in Egypt to the construction of
the Tabernacle, Exodus reveals God’s power, justice, and covenantal
love. Key events include the calling of Moses, the ten plagues, the
parting of the Red Sea, the giving of the Ten Commandments, and
the instructions for the Tabernacle.
Exodus emphasizes God’s faithfulness in fulfilling His promises to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob while introducing His law, which defines
the relationship between God and His people. It lays the theological
groundwork for understanding redemption, obedience, and divine
presence.

Introduction

Deliverance, Covenant, and God’s
Presence Among His People

CHAPTER TWO - EXODUS
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The opening chapters recount the plight of the Israelites, who have
grown numerous in Egypt, fulfilling God’s promise to Abraham
(Genesis 12:2). A new Pharaoh, unfamiliar with Joseph’s legacy,
enslaves the Israelites to curb their growth (Exodus 1:8–11). Despite
harsh oppression, their population increases, prompting Pharaoh to
order the killing of all Hebrew male infants (Exodus 1:15–22).

Moses, a Hebrew child, is providentially saved and raised in
Pharaoh’s palace (Exodus 2:1–10). After killing an Egyptian
in defense of a fellow Hebrew, Moses flees to Midian, where
he encounters God in the burning bush (Exodus 3:1–4). This
sets the stage for God’s deliverance plan.

Israel’s Bondage in Egypt (Exodus 1–2 -
Required Reading)

Israel’s Bondage in Egypt (Exodus 1–2 -
Required Reading)

God commissions Moses to deliver His people, assuring him of divine
authority and presence (Exodus 3:10–12). Moses expresses
reluctance, citing his inadequacies, but God provides Aaron as his
spokesperson (Exodus 4:10–16).
Pharaoh’s hardened heart leads to the display of God’s power
through ten plagues, each targeting Egypt’s gods and demonstrating
Yahweh’s supremacy. 
These plagues include the Nile turning to blood, infestations of frogs,
lice, and flies, livestock pestilence, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, and
the death of the firstborn (Exodus 7:14–12:30). The final plague
prompts Pharaoh to release the Israelites.
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The Israelites leave Egypt in haste, commemorated by the Feast of
Unleavened Bread (Exodus 13:6–10). Guided by a pillar of cloud by
day and fire by night, they journey toward the Red Sea (Exodus
13:21–22). Pharaoh’s pursuit traps the Israelites, but God
miraculously parts the sea, allowing them to cross on dry ground
while drowning the Egyptian army (Exodus 14:21–28).

The song of Moses and Miriam celebrates God’s deliverance
and His power over the nations (Exodus 15:1–21), affirming
His role as their Redeemer.

The Exodus and the Parting of the Red Sea
(Exodus 13–15 - Required Reading)

Provision in the Wilderness (Exodus 16–18 -
Required Reading)

The Israelites face challenges in the wilderness, revealing their
dependence on God. They grumble about food and water, but God
provides manna, quail, and water from a rock (Exodus 16:4–35;
17:6). These events demonstrate His provision and the necessity of
trusting Him.

At Rephidim, the Amalekites attack, but Israel prevails under
Moses’ leadership and God’s intervention (Exodus 17:8–13).
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, advises him to delegate judicial
responsibilities, establishing an early governance structure
(Exodus 18:13–26).
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Arriving at Mount Sinai, the Israelites enter into a covenant
relationship with God. God manifests His presence through thunder,
lightning, and smoke, instilling reverence among the people (Exodus
19:16–20). He gives the Ten Commandments, summarizing His
moral law (Exodus 20:1–17).
The covenant stipulates blessings for obedience and consequences
for disobedience (Exodus 24:3–8). Moses serves as the mediator,
receiving additional laws governing social justice, worship, and
community life (Exodus 21–23). The blood of the covenant signifies
Israel’s acceptance of their divine responsibilities (Exodus 24:6–8).

The Covenant at Mount Sinai (Exodus 19–24 -
Required Reading)
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Instructions for the Tabernacle and the
Golden Calf (Exodus 25–34 - Required

Reading)

God provides detailed instructions for the construction of the
Tabernacle, a portable sanctuary symbolizing His presence among
His people (Exodus 25:8–9). The Ark of the Covenant, table of
showbread, lampstand, and altar are described, each reflecting
aspects of worship (Exodus 25–27).
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people rebel by creating a
golden calf, violating their covenant with God (Exodus 32:1–6).
God’s anger is appeased through Moses’ intercession, and the
covenant is renewed (Exodus 34:10–28). These events highlight
God’s justice and mercy.



The Tabernacle’s Construction and God’s
Presence (Exodus 35–40 - Required

Reading)
The Israelites, moved by God’s commands, contribute materials and
labor for the Tabernacle’s construction (Exodus 35:21–29). Skilled
artisans, led by Bezalel and Oholiab, craft the sanctuary according
to God’s design (Exodus 36:1–7).

Upon completion, the Tabernacle is filled with God’s glory,
signifying His presence among His people (Exodus 40:34–
38). The book concludes with God’s guidance of Israel
through the wilderness, emphasizing His faithfulness and
desire for a relationship with His people.
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Conclusion

Exodus reveals God as the Deliverer who rescues His people from
bondage and establishes a covenant with them. Through miracles,
the giving of the law, and the Tabernacle, God demonstrates His
power, justice, and desire for fellowship with His people. The
narrative underscores the importance of obedience, trust, and
worship in maintaining a covenant relationship with God. Exodus
serves as a powerful reminder of God’s faithfulness, pointing to
the ultimate deliverance through Christ. Its lessons on redemption
and divine presence resonate throughout Scripture, offering hope
and direction for believers.



Reflective Questions

What was the significance of the burning
bush in Moses’ calling?

1.

How did the ten plagues demonstrate God’s
power over Egypt’s gods?

2.

What is the importance of the Red Sea
crossing in Israel’s history?

3.

How did the Ten Commandments define
Israel’s covenant with God?

4.

What does the Tabernacle symbolize about
God’s relationship with His people?

5.
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The Book of Leviticus outlines God’s instructions to the Israelites
regarding holiness, worship, and living in covenant with Him. Named
after the Levitical priesthood, the book emphasizes the need for
proper worship and moral conduct to reflect God’s holiness. Given to
Moses at Mount Sinai, Leviticus serves as a manual for the priests
and the people, detailing sacrifices, priestly duties, purity laws, and
the significance of the Day of Atonement.
The central theme is holiness, as God repeatedly commands His
people to be holy as He is holy (Leviticus 11:44). Through laws
governing sacrifices, dietary practices, and societal ethics, the book
demonstrates how Israel could maintain a relationship with God
amidst their sinfulness.
Leviticus is foundational for understanding God’s nature, the
seriousness of sin, and the necessity of atonement. Its instructions
also foreshadow the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who fulfills the
law and makes holiness accessible to all believers.

Introduction

Holiness and Worship in the Presence of
a Holy God

CHAPTER THREE - LEVITICUS
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The first seven chapters outline the five main offerings: burnt, grain,
peace, sin, and guilt offerings. Each offering serves a specific purpose
in the worship of God.
The burnt offering symbolizes complete dedication to God (Leviticus
1:3–17). The grain offering, made of fine flour and oil, represents
thanksgiving and acknowledgment of God’s provision (Leviticus 2:1–
16). The peace offering celebrates fellowship with God and others
(Leviticus 3:1–17).
The sin and guilt offerings address atonement for unintentional sins
and restitution for offenses against others or God (Leviticus 4:1–6:7).
Through these offerings, God provides a way for Israel to maintain
fellowship with Him. They emphasize that worship requires
reverence, sincerity, and atonement for sin.
These sacrifices foreshadow Christ’s ultimate sacrifice, making
eternal atonement for humanity’s sins (Hebrews 10:10). Leviticus 7
concludes with instructions on how the priests were to handle the
offerings, ensuring their sanctity.

Offerings and Sacrifices (Leviticus 1–7 -
Required Reading)

The Priestly Duties and Consecration (Lev. 8–10 -
Required Reading)

Chapters 8–10 describe the consecration of Aaron and his sons as
priests. The ceremony involves sacrifices and the anointing of the
priests with oil, signifying their holy calling (Leviticus 8:1–36). 
The priests’ role is to mediate between God and Israel, offering
sacrifices and teaching God’s laws.
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The laws of purity address physical cleanliness and spiritual holiness,
emphasizing separation from defilement. Dietary laws distinguish
clean and unclean animals, teaching Israel to live distinctly from other
nations (Leviticus 11:1–47). The laws for childbirth and bodily
discharges address ceremonial impurity, ensuring proper cleansing
before entering worship (Leviticus 12:1–13:46).
Leviticus 13–14 detail the examination and purification of skin
diseases (commonly translated as leprosy) and mildew. These laws
prevent physical contagion and symbolize the impact of sin on
communal and spiritual life. Priests act as both spiritual and physical
mediators, inspecting and declaring individuals clean or unclean.
The chapter closes with instructions on cleansing rituals, involving
sacrifices and washing. These regulations remind Israel of God’s
holiness and their need to approach Him in purity, reinforcing the
principle that sin defiles but God provides means of restoration.

Laws of Purity (Leviticus 11–15 -
Required Reading)

The first offerings by Aaron and his sons result in God’s glory
appearing to the people, affirming His acceptance of their ministry
(Leviticus 9:23–24). However, Nadab and Abihu, Aaron’s sons, offer
unauthorized fire before the Lord and are consumed by divine
judgment (Leviticus 10:1–2). This incident underscores the importance
of reverence and obedience in worship.
The priesthood demonstrates God’s provision for intercession and
underscores the necessity of holiness in approaching Him. Through
their role, the priests highlight the seriousness of sin and the need for
mediation between a holy God and sinful humanity.
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The Day of Atonement is the central event of Leviticus,
demonstrating God’s provision for atonement and reconciliation.
Celebrated annually, it involves the high priest entering the Most
Holy Place to make atonement for the sins of Israel (Leviticus 16:2–
34).
The ritual includes the sacrifice of one goat and the symbolic transfer
of sin to another, the scapegoat, which is sent into the wilderness
(Leviticus 16:20–22). The sprinkling of blood on the mercy seat
signifies the cleansing of the sanctuary and the people’s sins.
This solemn day emphasizes the gravity of sin, the necessity of
atonement, and God’s mercy in providing reconciliation. It
foreshadows Christ’s atoning work, which offers eternal redemption
and access to God’s presence for all believers (Hebrews 9:11–14).
The Day of Atonement underscores the holiness of God and the
seriousness of approaching Him with cleansed hearts and lives.

The Day of Atonement 
Required Reading - Leviticus 16
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Holiness in Daily Living 
Required Reading - Leviticus 17–20

Chapters 17–20 provide instructions on living as God’s holy people.
The laws emphasize the sanctity of life, sexual purity, and justice.
The prohibition of consuming blood highlights its sacred role in
atonement (Leviticus 17:10–14).
Chapter 18 lists prohibited sexual relationships, reinforcing moral
purity and distinctiveness from pagan nations. Chapter 19 expands
on moral laws, including honoring parents, caring for the poor, and
practicing fairness in business. It also commands love for one’s
neighbor, a principle central to Jesus’ teaching (Leviticus 19:18).



Chapter 20 outlines penalties for violations of God’s laws,
emphasizing the consequences of sin and the call to holiness. These
chapters reveal that God’s holiness is not confined to worship but
must permeate every aspect of life
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Priestly Regulations 
Required Reading - Leviticus 21–22

Chapters 21–22 outline additional regulations for the priesthood,
emphasizing their unique role in upholding God’s holiness. Priests
must avoid defilement, maintain physical and spiritual purity, and
offer sacrifices that are without blemish (Leviticus 21:1–22:25).
These requirements highlight the priesthood’s responsibility to model
holiness and preserve the sanctity of worship.
The laws also address offerings brought by the people, ensuring they
meet God’s standards. Imperfect sacrifices are unacceptable,
reflecting God’s perfection and the need for integrity in worship.
These regulations underscore that those who serve God must live
with reverence, maintaining high standards to honor Him.
 They point to Christ as the perfect High Priest who offers Himself as
the flawless sacrifice for humanity’s sins (Hebrews 7:26–27).



Festivals and the Sabbath 
Required Reading - Leviticus 23–27

The Israelites, moved by God’s commands, contribute materials
aThe final chapters detail Israel’s sacred festivals, Sabbaths, and
vows. 
The festivals—including Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of
Tabernacles—celebrate God’s provision and covenant faithfulness
(Leviticus 23:1–44). 
The Sabbath Year and Jubilee emphasize rest, freedom, and
reliance on God’s provision (Leviticus 25:1–22).
Chapter 26 outlines blessings for obedience and consequences for
disobedience, highlighting the covenant relationship between God
and Israel. Chapter 27 concludes with instructions on vows and
offerings, emphasizing commitment to God.
These chapters demonstrate the importance of regular worship and
remembrance of God’s works. The festivals and Sabbaths also
point to Christ, who fulfills God’s promises and offers ultimate rest
to believers.nd labor for the Tabernacle’s construction (Exodus
35:21–29). Skilled artisans, led by Bezalel and Oholiab, craft the
sanctuary according to God’s design (Exodus 36:1–7).
Upon completion, the Tabernacle is filled with God’s glory,
signifying His presence among His people (Exodus 40:34–38). 
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Conclusion
Leviticus reveals God’s holiness and His desire for His people to
live in covenant with Him. Through laws governing worship,
purity, and daily conduct, the book emphasizes the seriousness of
sin and the provision for atonement. It underscores the necessity
of approaching God in holiness, foreshadowing Christ’s perfect
sacrifice. 



Reflective Questions

What were the purposes of the five main
offerings in Leviticus 1–7?

1.

How did the priesthood symbolize the need
for mediation between God and humanity?

2.

What is the significance of the Day of
Atonement in Israel’s worship?

3.

How do the laws in Leviticus 19 emphasize
love for others?

4.

What is the spiritual meaning behind the
Sabbath and Jubilee in Leviticus 25?

5.
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The Book of Numbers chronicles Israel’s journey from Mount Sinai to
the edge of the Promised Land. Named for the censuses conducted
in its opening and closing chapters, Numbers emphasizes God’s
faithfulness amid the Israelites’ disobedience and unbelief. The book
serves as a historical account and a spiritual lesson, highlighting the
consequences of rebellion and the blessings of obedience.
Spanning approximately 40 years, Numbers includes key events
such as the organization of the Israelite camp, the sending of spies
into Canaan, and the rebellions against Moses and God. Despite
Israel’s repeated failures, God remains faithful, guiding and providing
for His people.
The structure alternates between laws and narratives, revealing the
relationship between God’s holiness and His people’s conduct.
Numbers underscores themes of divine judgment, grace, and
covenant faithfulness, offering timeless lessons for believers about
trust, perseverance, and reliance on God’s guidance.

Introduction

Journey of Obedience and Disobedience in
the Wilderness

CHAPTER FOUR - NUMBERS
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Numbers begins with a census of the Israelite men eligible for war
(Numbers 1:2–3). Each tribe’s numbers are recorded, emphasizing
God’s promise to make Abraham’s descendants numerous (Numbers
1:46). The Levites are excluded from the military census, as their role
is to care for the Tabernacle (Numbers 1:47–50).
Chapters 2–4 detail the arrangement of the camp, with the
Tabernacle at the center, symbolizing God’s presence among His
people. Each tribe is assigned a specific position, reflecting order and
unity. The Levites are further divided into clans, each tasked with
specific responsibilities for the Tabernacle’s transportation and care.
This section highlights God’s orderliness and the centrality of His
presence in the life of His people. It also underscores the importance
of obedience and preparation as Israel embarks on their journey to
the Promised Land.

The Census and Organization of Israel 
Required Reading - Numbers 1–4

The Laws of Purity and Dedication
 Required Reading - Numbers 5–6

God gives instructions to maintain purity in the camp, ensuring it
remains a holy place (Numbers 5:1–4). Specific laws address
restitution for wrongdoing and the test for marital faithfulness
(Numbers 5:5–31). These laws reflect God’s concern for justice and
the integrity of relationships within the covenant community.
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The Israelites begin their journey with offerings to dedicate the
Tabernacle (Numbers 7:1–89) and the setting apart of the Levites
(Numbers 8:5–26). As the cloud of God’s presence lifts, signaling
their departure from Sinai, the people embark on their journey
(Numbers 9:15–23).
However, complaints soon arise about hardships and food (Numbers
11:1–6). God provides quail but punishes their ingratitude with a
plague (Numbers 11:31–34). Even Moses’ authority is challenged by
his siblings, Aaron and Miriam, but God vindicates him (Numbers
12:1–15).
This section demonstrates God’s patience and provision amid human
weakness. It also highlights the importance of leadership and
submission to God’s chosen servants

Journeying Through the Wilderness
 Required Reading - Numbers 7–12

Chapter 6 introduces the Nazirite vow, a voluntary act of dedication
to God. Nazirites abstain from wine, avoid contact with the dead, and
let their hair grow long as visible signs of their separation for God’s
purposes (Numbers 6:1–21).
The priestly blessing (Numbers 6:24–26) concludes this section,
affirming God’s desire to bless and protect His people. These laws
emphasize holiness, accountability, and the privilege of being set
apart for God’s service.
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Twelve spies are sent to scout the Promised Land (Numbers 13:1–
20). While the land is confirmed as fruitful, ten spies focus on its
formidable inhabitants, inciting fear and rebellion among the people
(Numbers 13:31–33). Only Caleb and Joshua encourage faith in
God’s promise (Numbers 14:6–9).
Israel’s refusal to trust God results in judgment: they are condemned
to wander the wilderness for 40 years until the unbelieving
generation dies out (Numbers 14:26–35). Caleb and Joshua are
spared, receiving the promise of entering Canaan.
This section underscores the consequences of unbelief and
disobedience, while highlighting the blessings of faith and courage.

The Spies and Israel’s Rebellion 
Required Reading - Numbers 13–14

Laws, Rebellions, and God’s Faithfulness 
Required Reading - Numbers 15–19

Despite Israel’s rebellion, God reiterates laws about offerings and
atonement, emphasizing His commitment to His covenant (Numbers
15:1–31). The rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram against Moses’
leadership results in their destruction, affirming God’s authority over
His chosen leaders (Numbers 16:1–35).
The budding of Aaron’s staff confirms the priesthood’s divine
appointment (Numbers 17:8–10). Chapters 18–19 outline the priests’
responsibilities and the purification rituals, ensuring Israel’s continued
relationship with a holy God.
These chapters illustrate God’s justice and His unwavering faithfulness
in providing for the spiritual needs of His people.
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As the new generation prepares to enter the Promised Land, key
events mark the transition. Miriam and Aaron die (Numbers 20:1, 28),
and Moses disobeys God by striking a rock instead of speaking to it,
resulting in his exclusion from Canaan (Numbers 20:10–12).
Israel faces opposition from neighboring nations but defeats them
with God’s help (Numbers 21:21–35). Balaam, a pagan prophet, is
hired to curse Israel but instead blesses them, affirming God’s favor
(Numbers 22–24).
However, Israel’s sin with Moabite women and their idolatry at Peor
provoke God’s judgment, resulting in a plague (Numbers 25:1–9).
This section highlights the challenges of faithfulness and the dangers
of compromise.

The Journey to the Plains of Moab 
Required Reading - Numbers 20–25
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The Second Census and Preparations for Canaan 
Required Reading - Numbers 26–36

The second census records the new generation, preparing them for
conquest (Numbers 26:1–65). Joshua is appointed as Moses’
successor, ensuring leadership continuity (Numbers 27:18–23).
Chapters 28–30 provide instructions on offerings and vows,
reinforcing the importance of worship and commitment. The tribes of
Reuben and Gad request land east of the Jordan, agreeing to assist
in conquering Canaan (Numbers 32:1–33).
Numbers concludes with laws about inheritance and boundaries,
emphasizing God’s provision and the fulfillment of His promises
(Numbers 34–36). The new generation is poised to enter the
Promised Land, reminded of God’s faithfulness and their
responsibility to obey Him.



Conclusion

Numbers reveals God’s faithfulness amid Israel’s disobedience,
emphasizing the importance of trust and obedience. From the
organization of the camp to the brink of the Promised Land, the
book demonstrates God’s provision, judgment, and guidance. Key
lessons include the consequences of unbelief, the blessings of faith,
and the necessity of holy living. Numbers highlights the need for
perseverance and reliance on God’s promises, reminding believers
of His unwavering commitment to His covenant. It prepares God’s
people for their inheritance, offering timeless truths about His
character and the journey of faith.
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Reflective Questions

What was the significance of the census in
Numbers 1 and 26?

1.

How did the arrangement of the Israelite
camp reflect God’s presence?

2.

What caused Israel’s 40 years of wandering
in the wilderness?

3.

How does the story of Balaam emphasize
God’s sovereignty?

4.

What lessons can be drawn from Moses’
disobedience in Numbers 20?

5.
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The Book of Deuteronomy, meaning “second law,” serves as Moses’
final address to the Israelites before they enter the Promised Land.
It is both a review of God’s laws and a call to covenant faithfulness.
Directed at a new generation that has grown during the wilderness
wanderings, Deuteronomy reiterates the importance of obedience
to God and reliance on His promises.
Structured as a series of speeches by Moses, the book recounts
Israel’s journey, outlines the covenant laws, and emphasizes the
blessings of obedience and the curses of disobedience. It concludes
with Moses’ death and the appointment of Joshua as Israel’s new
leader.
Deuteronomy highlights God’s love, justice, and holiness while
calling His people to wholehearted devotion. It establishes
foundational principles for living as God’s covenant people, making
it a critical link between Israel’s wilderness experience and their
settlement in the Promised Land.

Introduction

Renewing the Covenant for a New Generation

CHAPTER FIVE - DEUTERONOMY
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Moses begins by recounting Israel’s journey from Mount Sinai to their
current position on the plains of Moab. He reminds the people of their
rebellion at Kadesh-Barnea, where they refused to enter the
Promised Land, resulting in 40 years of wandering (Deuteronomy
1:26–36).
Moses emphasizes God’s faithfulness in defeating kings like Sihon
and Og, reaffirming His promise to give Israel the land (Deuteronomy
2:24–3:11). This section concludes with a call to obedience, stressing
the uniqueness of Israel’s relationship with God, who has revealed
His laws and chosen them as His people (Deuteronomy 4:1–40).
This historical review serves as both a reminder of God’s faithfulness
and a warning against repeating past mistakes. It sets the stage for
the covenant renewal that follows.

Introduction and Historical Review 
Required Reading - Deuteronomy  1–4

The Ten Commandments and the Call to Love God 
Required - Reading Deuteronomy 5–6

Moses reiterates the Ten Commandments, emphasizing their
foundational role in Israel’s covenant with God (Deuteronomy 5:6–
21). He recounts how the people trembled at Mount Sinai,
recognizing the holiness of God and their need for a mediator
(Deuteronomy 5:22–33).
In chapter 6, Moses delivers the Shema, a declaration of Israel’s
monotheistic faith and their call to love God with all their heart, soul,
and might (Deuteronomy 6:4–5). He instructs the people to teach
God’s laws to their children and to remember His commandments in
all aspects of life (Deuteronomy 6:6–9).
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Chapters 7–12 address Israel’s relationship with God and the nations
around them. Moses warns against intermarriage and idolatry, urging
the people to remain distinct and faithful (Deuteronomy 7:1–6). He
reminds them of God’s deliverance from Egypt and His provision in
the wilderness (Deuteronomy 8:2–4).
Laws governing worship include the destruction of pagan altars and
the centralization of worship at a designated place chosen by God
(Deuteronomy 12:5–14). These laws reflect God’s desire for purity in
worship and His rejection of syncretism.
This chapters emphasize Israel’s dependence on God and their
responsibility to honor Him through exclusive devotion and
obedience.

Laws for Worship and Community Life 
Required Reading Deuteronomy 7–12
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Specific Laws and Social Justice 
Required Reading - Deut. 13–26

This section provides detailed laws covering a wide range of topics,
including false prophets, dietary restrictions, tithing, and justice.
Moses addresses the need to eliminate idolatry and to appoint judges
who uphold justice impartially (Deuteronomy 13:1–14:21; 16:18–20).
Laws about caring for the marginalized, such as the widow, orphan,
and foreigner, highlight God’s concern for social justice
(Deuteronomy 24:17–22). Instructions for observing festivals, such
as Passover and the Feast of Weeks, emphasize gratitude and
communal worship (Deuteronomy 16:1–17).
These laws demonstrate God’s care for both personal holiness and
societal well-being, reflecting His justice and mercy.



Blessings, Curses, and Covenant Renewal
Required Reading - Deuteronomy 27–30

Moses instructs the Israelites to perform a covenant renewal
ceremony on Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal once they enter the land
(Deuteronomy 27:1–8). Blessings for obedience and curses for
disobedience are pronounced, emphasizing the covenant’s
conditional nature (Deuteronomy 28:1–68).
In chapter 30, Moses urges the people to choose life by loving and
obeying God.
 He promises that even in exile, repentance will lead to restoration,
reflecting God’s mercy and faithfulness (Deuteronomy 30:1–10).
This chapters show the importance of covenant fidelity and the
consequences of rebellion, highlighting God’s justice and grace.
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Moses’ Final Words and Leadership Transition
Required Reading - Deuteronomy 31–34

As his life nears its end, Moses commissions Joshua as his successor,
encouraging him to be strong and courageous (Deuteronomy 31:7–
8). He writes down the law and commands its regular public reading
to ensure the people’s faithfulness (Deuteronomy 31:9–13).
Moses delivers a prophetic song recounting Israel’s history and
warning of future rebellion (Deuteronomy 32:1–43). He blesses each
tribe, affirming God’s promises to them (Deuteronomy 33:1–29).
Deuteronomy concludes with Moses’ death on Mount Nebo, where he
views the Promised Land but is not permitted to enter it
(Deuteronomy 34:1–5). His leadership legacy endures as Israel
prepares to enter Canaan.



Conclusion

Deuteronomy calls Israel to renew their covenant with God and live
in obedience as they enter the Promised Land. Through Moses’ final
words, the book emphasizes love for God, the importance of His
laws, and the blessings of faithfulness. It serves as a reminder of
God’s faithfulness, justice, and mercy, while highlighting the
consequences of disobedience. Deuteronomy’s themes of covenant
renewal, devotion, and leadership transition remain relevant for
believers today, encouraging wholehearted commitment to God and
trust in His promises as they journey in faith.
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Reflective Questions

Why did Moses recount Israel’s history in
Deuteronomy 1–4?

1.

What is the significance of the Shema in
Deuteronomy 6?

2.

How did the laws in Deuteronomy
emphasize social justice?

3.

What is the purpose of the blessings and
curses in Deuteronomy 28?

4.

How did Moses prepare Israel for his
leadership transition?

5.
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The Book of Joshua marks the transition from Israel’s wilderness
journey to their conquest and settlement in the Promised Land. As
Moses’ successor, Joshua leads the Israelites in fulfilling God’s
promise to Abraham by claiming the land of Canaan. The book
emphasizes God’s faithfulness in delivering His promises and Israel’s
responsibility to obey His commands.
Key events include the crossing of the Jordan River, the fall of Jericho,
the distribution of the land, and Joshua’s farewell address. Joshua
demonstrates the importance of courage, faith, and unity under God’s
leadership.
The book is structured in three parts: the conquest of Canaan (Joshua
1–12), the division of the land (Joshua 13–22), and the renewal of the
covenant (Joshua 23–24). It highlights themes of divine guidance,
judgment against sin, and the necessity of covenant faithfulness,
offering timeless lessons for living in alignment with God’s will.

Introduction

Conquering and Possessing the Promised Land

CHAPTER SIX - JOSHUA
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The book opens with God commissioning Joshua as Moses’
successor. God assures Joshua of His presence, commands him to be
strong and courageous, and promises to give Israel the land (Joshua
1:2–9). Joshua, in turn, commands the people to prepare for the
conquest and confirms their unity and loyalty (Joshua 1:10–18).
In chapters 3–4, the Israelites cross the Jordan River as God
miraculously parts its waters, reminiscent of the Red Sea crossing.
The Ark of the Covenant leads the way, symbolizing God’s presence
and guidance. Twelve stones are taken from the riverbed as a
memorial of this event (Joshua 4:1–9).
This first four chapters of Joshua emphasizes God’s faithfulness and
the importance of leadership, preparation, and remembrance in
fulfilling His promises.

God’s Commission to Joshua and Crossing the
Jordan Required Reading - Joshua 1–4

The Conquest of Jericho and Ai 
Required Reading - Joshua 5–8

After crossing the Jordan, Israel observes the covenant by
circumcising the new generation and celebrating the Passover
(Joshua 5:2–12). Joshua encounters the commander of the Lord’s
army, reaffirming God’s role as the leader of the conquest (Joshua
5:13–15).
Jericho falls as the Israelites obey God’s unconventional battle plan to
march around the city for seven days, culminating in its miraculous
collapse (Joshua 6:1–20). However, disobedience by Achan, who
takes forbidden spoils, leads to Israel’s defeat at Ai (Joshua 7:1–12). 
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The conquest continues with victories in the southern and northern
regions of Canaan. The Gibeonites deceive Israel into making a peace
treaty, which Israel honors despite the deception (Joshua 9:3–27).
When five kings attack Gibeon, Joshua leads Israel to a decisive
victory, aided by divine intervention as God causes hailstones to fall
and extends the daylight (Joshua 10:10–14).
The northern campaign culminates in the defeat of a coalition led by
King Jabin of Hazor (Joshua 11:1–15). Chapter 12 summarizes
Israel’s victories over 31 kings, emphasizing God’s faithfulness in
delivering the land to His people.

The Southern and Northern Campaigns 
Required Reading - Joshua 9–12

After addressing the sin, Israel successfully captures Ai using a God-
directed strategy (Joshua 8:1–29).
These events illustrate the necessity of obedience, the consequences
of sin, and God’s power to deliver victory when His people trust Him.
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Division of the Land 
Required Reading - Joshua 13–22

Chapters 13–22 detail the allocation of the Promised Land among the
tribes of Israel. Joshua, following God’s command, distributes the
territories to ensure fairness and faithfulness to His promises (Joshua
13:1–7). The Levites are given no inheritance of land, as their portion
is the Lord and their service in the Tabernacle (Joshua 13:14).
The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh receive their
inheritance east of the Jordan (Joshua 13:15–33). Caleb, noted for his
faithfulness, is granted Hebron (Joshua 14:6–15). Cities of refuge and
Levitical cities are also designated, emphasizing justice and worship
(Joshua 20:1–21:45).



Covenant Faithfulness and Warnings 
Required Reading - Joshua 23–24

As Joshua nears the end of his life, he gathers the leaders of Israel to
remind them of God’s faithfulness and to urge covenant obedience
(Joshua 23:1–16). He warns against alliances with the remaining
Canaanites and the dangers of idolatry, emphasizing that
disobedience will result in judgment.
In his farewell address, Joshua recounts Israel’s history, from
Abraham’s calling to their current possession of the land (Joshua
24:1–13). He challenges the people to choose whom they will serve,
declaring his famous commitment, “As for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15).
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Conclusion

Joshua demonstrates God’s faithfulness in fulfilling His promise to
give Israel the land of Canaan. The book emphasizes the
importance of obedience, courage, and unity under God’s
leadership. From miraculous victories to the division of the land,
Joshua highlights God’s sovereignty and the blessings of covenant
faithfulness. The narrative concludes with a call to remain loyal to
God and reject idolatry. Joshua’s example inspires believers to trust
God’s promises and live in obedience, knowing that He is faithful to
lead and provide in every season.



Reflective Questions

How did God encourage Joshua as he
assumed leadership of Israel?

1.

What was the significance of the crossing of
the Jordan River?

2.

How did Israel’s victory at Jericho
demonstrate the power of obedience?

3.

What lessons can be learned from the
Gibeonite deception?

4.

Why did Joshua challenge Israel to choose
whom they would serve?

5.
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The Book of Judges chronicles the period between Joshua’s death
and the establishment of Israel’s monarchy. It captures a recurring
cycle of disobedience, oppression, repentance, and deliverance,
revealing the consequences of Israel’s failure to fully obey God’s
command to drive out the Canaanites. The book highlights the
Israelites’ moral and spiritual decline as they repeatedly turn to
idolatry and abandon the covenant.
God raises judges—charismatic leaders and deliverers—who rescue
Israel from foreign oppression. These judges include figures like
Deborah, Gideon, and Samson, whose stories reveal both divine
intervention and human frailty. Despite their victories, Israel
continually returns to sin, emphasizing the need for godly leadership
and obedience.
The recurring phrase, “In those days there was no king in Israel; every
man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25),
underscores the book’s central message: humanity’s need for
righteous leadership under God’s authority.

Introduction

The Cycle of Disobedience and Deliverance

CHAPTER SEVEN - JUDGES

Page 42



Judges begins with a summary of Israel’s incomplete conquest of
Canaan. Several tribes fail to drive out the Canaanites, leading to
compromise and cohabitation (Judges 1:27–36). This disobedience
results in God allowing the remaining Canaanites to test Israel’s
faithfulness (Judges 2:20–23).
Chapter 2 outlines the cycle of sin: Israel turns to idolatry, God
permits foreign oppression, the people cry out in repentance, and
God raises a judge to deliver them. This pattern dominates the book,
reflecting Israel’s spiritual instability.
The first judges, Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar, deliver Israel from
oppressors like the Mesopotamians, Moabites, and Philistines
(Judges 3:7–31). These early deliverances highlight God’s mercy and
Israel’s dependence on Him.

Introduction and Israel’s Apostasy 
Required Reading - Judges 1–3

Deborah and Barak’s Victory 
Judges 4–5

Deborah, a prophetess and judge, leads Israel during a time of
Canaanite oppression under King Jabin and his commander, Sisera
(Judges 4:4–9). She summons Barak to lead an army against Sisera,
but Barak insists on Deborah’s presence, leading to a shared victory.
The battle at Mount Tabor results in Sisera’s defeat as God causes a
flood to disable his chariots (Judges 4:14–16). 
Sisera flees but is killed by Jael, a Kenite woman, fulfilling Deborah’s
prophecy (Judges 4:21).
Deborah and Barak’s song in Judges 5 celebrates God’s deliverance
and emphasizes His sovereignty in victory. Their story highlights the
power of faith, courage, and obedience to God.
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The Midianites oppress Israel, prompting God to call Gideon to deliver
His people. Initially hesitant, Gideon seeks multiple signs from God
for confirmation (Judges 6:36–40). Despite his fear, Gideon obeys,
tearing down his father’s altar to Baal (Judges 6:25–27).
God reduces Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300, ensuring that the
victory over the Midianites is attributed to His power (Judges 7:2–7).
The small army defeats the Midianites through a divinely
orchestrated strategy involving trumpets, jars, and torches (Judges
7:16–22).
However, Gideon’s later actions, including making an ephod that
becomes an object of idolatry, reveal human weakness (Judges 8:22–
27). His story illustrates the importance of faith in God and the
dangers of pride and spiritual compromise.

Gideon: Faith and Weakness 
Required Reading - Judges 6–8
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Jephthah’s Rash Vow 
Required Reading - Judges 10–12

Jephthah, an outcast and skilled warrior, is chosen to lead Israel
against the Ammonites (Judges 11:1–6). Before the battle, Jephthah
makes a rash vow to offer whatever comes out of his house as a
burnt offering if God grants victory (Judges 11:30–31).
God delivers the Ammonites into Jephthah’s hands, but his vow
results in the sacrifice of his daughter (Judges 11:34–39). This tragic
outcome underscores the dangers of impulsive promises and
highlights the need for careful communication with God.
Jephthah’s story reflects God’s willingness to use flawed individuals
for His purposes while warning against thoughtless commitments.



Samson: Strength and Weakness 
Required Reading - Judges 13–16

Samson is born under a Nazirite vow, signifying his dedication to
God (Judges 13:3–5). Despite his supernatural strength, Samson’s
life is marked by personal weakness and impulsive behavior. His
marriage to a Philistine woman and subsequent conflicts with the
Philistines reveal his struggles with self-control (Judges 14:1–20).
Samson’s downfall comes when Delilah betrays him by discovering
the secret of his strength—his uncut hair (Judges 16:15–20). 
Captured and blinded, Samson repents and prays for one final act of
strength. God grants his request, and Samson brings down the
Philistine temple, killing more enemies in his death than in his life
(Judges 16:28–30).
Samson’s story illustrates God’s sovereignty in using flawed
individuals while warning against the consequences of disobedience
and moral compromise.
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Civil Strife and Moral Decline 
Required Reading - Judges 17–21

The final chapters depict Israel’s moral and spiritual decline. The story
of Micah and his personal shrine reveals the rampant idolatry and
lack of spiritual leadership (Judges 17:1–6). The tribe of Dan’s
migration and theft of Micah’s idols further highlight the absence of
unity and devotion to God (Judges 18:1–31).
The book concludes with the horrific account of a Levite’s concubine
and the ensuing civil war between the tribe of Benjamin and the rest
of Israel (Judges 19–21). These events demonstrate the
consequences of living without godly leadership and abandoning
God’s covenant.
The repeated refrain, “In those days there was no king in Israel,”
emphasizes the need for righteous leadership under God’s authority



Conclusion

Judges reveals the consequences of disobedience and the
faithfulness of God in delivering His people despite their failures.
The recurring cycle of sin, oppression, repentance, and deliverance
highlights humanity’s need for righteous leadership and
dependence on God. Through flawed leaders like Gideon and
Samson, God demonstrates His sovereignty and mercy. However,
the book also warns of the dangers of idolatry, compromise, and
moral decline. Judges ultimately points to the necessity of godly
leadership, fulfilled in Jesus Christ, and calls believers to faithfulness
in their covenant relationship with God.
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Reflective Questions

What motivated Ruth to stay with Naomi
despite her losses?

1.

How did Ruth’s actions in Boaz’s field reflect
her character?

2.

What role did Boaz play in Ruth’s
redemption?

3.

How does the concept of the kinsman-
redeemer foreshadow Christ’s work?

4.

What is the significance of Ruth’s inclusion
in the genealogy of David and Jesus?

5.

Page 47



The Book of Ruth is a short but profound narrative set during the
time of the Judges. It tells the story of Ruth, a Moabite widow who
demonstrates loyalty and faithfulness to her Israelite mother-in-law,
Naomi. Amidst personal tragedy, Ruth’s story unfolds as one of
redemption, providence, and divine grace.
The book’s four chapters trace Ruth’s journey from Moab to
Bethlehem, her commitment to Naomi, her encounter with Boaz, and
their eventual marriage. Boaz, as a kinsman-redeemer, prefigures
Christ, who redeems humanity through His sacrificial love.
Ruth emphasizes God’s sovereign care over individual lives and
highlights the inclusion of Gentiles in His redemptive plan. The
genealogy at the book’s conclusion connects Ruth to King David and
ultimately to Jesus Christ. Ruth’s story is a testament to the power of
faith, loyalty, and God’s providence, showing how ordinary acts of
kindness and obedience can lead to extraordinary blessings.

Introduction

Redemption Through Faithfulness and Grace

CHAPTER EIGHT- RUTH
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The story begins with a famine in Bethlehem, prompting Elimelech to
move his family to Moab (Ruth 1:1). There, Elimelech dies, and his
sons, who marry Moabite women—Orpah and Ruth—also die,
leaving Naomi and her daughters-in-law as widows (Ruth 1:3–5).
Hearing that the famine in Bethlehem has ended, Naomi decides to
return home. She urges Orpah and Ruth to stay in Moab, but Ruth
refuses, pledging unwavering loyalty to Naomi and adopting her God
as her own (Ruth 1:16–17). Ruth’s declaration reflects her deep faith
and commitment, marking her transition from a Moabite outsider to a
member of God’s covenant people.
This chapter shows Ruth’s extraordinary loyalty and sets the stage
for her role in God’s redemptive plan.

Naomi’s Family Tragedy and Ruth’s Loyalty 
Required Reading - Ruth 1

Ruth’s Gleaning in Boaz’s Field 
Required Reading - Ruth 2

Ruth and Naomi arrive in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley
harvest. To provide for Naomi, Ruth goes to glean in the fields, a
practice allowed for the poor (Ruth 2:2–3). By divine providence, she
ends up in the field of Boaz, a wealthy and kind relative of Elimelech
(Ruth 2:3).
Boaz notices Ruth’s diligence and learns of her loyalty to Naomi. He
ensures her protection and provides extra provisions, showing
kindness and respect (Ruth 2:8–16). Ruth returns to Naomi with an
abundance of grain, sharing her encounter with Boaz.
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Recognizing Boaz as a kinsman-redeemer, Naomi devises a plan for
Ruth to seek Boaz’s protection through marriage. Ruth follows
Naomi’s instructions and visits Boaz at the threshing floor, humbly
asking him to spread his garment over her as a sign of redemption
(Ruth 3:9).
Boaz is impressed by Ruth’s integrity and kindness, agreeing to fulfill
his role if a closer relative declines the responsibility (Ruth 3:12–13).
He sends Ruth home with additional grain, symbolizing his
commitment to provide for her and Naomi.
This chapter illustrates Ruth’s courage, Boaz’s honor, and the
unfolding of God’s redemptive plan through faithful obedience.

Naomi’s Plan and Ruth’s Proposal 
Required Reading - Ruth 3

Boaz Redeems Ruth and the Lineage of David 
Required Reading - Ruth 4

Boaz addresses the legal requirements for redeeming Elimelech’s
property and marrying Ruth. He meets with the closer relative at the
city gate, where the matter is resolved—Boaz assumes the role of
kinsman-redeemer (Ruth 4:1–10). This act secures Ruth’s and Naomi’s
future.
Boaz marries Ruth, and they have a son, Obed, who becomes the
grandfather of King David (Ruth 4:13–17). The genealogy at the book’s
conclusion ties Ruth to Israel’s royal lineage and, ultimately, to Jesus
Christ (Ruth 4:18–22).
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Conclusion

The Book of Ruth reveals God’s providence and redemption
through ordinary people and events. Ruth’s loyalty, Boaz’s integrity,
and Naomi’s restoration demonstrate the power of faith, obedience,
and God’s grace. As a Gentile, Ruth’s inclusion in Israel’s lineage
foreshadows the global scope of God’s salvation through Christ.
The story reminds believers of God’s sovereign care, the blessings
of faithful living, and His ability to turn tragedy into joy. Ruth’s life
exemplifies how trust in God and commitment to others can lead to
divine blessings and eternal significance.
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Reflective Questions

What is the recurring cycle of behavior in
the Book of Judges?

1.

How did Deborah demonstrate godly
leadership during Israel’s oppression?

2.

What lessons can be learned from Gideon’s
initial hesitation and eventual faith?

3.

How does Samson’s life illustrate the
consequences of moral compromise?

4.

Why does the book of Judges emphasize the
lack of a king in Israel?

5.
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The Book of 1 Samuel bridges the period of the judges and the
establishment of monarchy in Israel. It recounts the lives of Samuel,
Saul, and David, highlighting the transition from theocratic leadership
under judges to kingship under human rulers. The book emphasizes
the sovereignty of God in raising and deposing leaders and the
importance of obedience to His commands.
Key events include Samuel’s prophetic ministry, Saul’s anointing as
Israel’s first king, and David’s rise to prominence as God’s chosen
leader. The narratives explore themes of divine guidance, human
frailty, and God’s faithfulness to His covenant.
1 Samuel is structured around three central figures: Samuel (chapters
1–7), Saul (chapters 8–15), and David (chapters 16–31). Through
their stories, the book underscores the need for leaders to follow
God’s will, pointing ultimately to Jesus Christ as the perfect King.

Introduction

The Rise of Kingship in Israel

CHAPTER NINE - 1 SAMUEL
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The story begins with Hannah, a barren woman who fervently prays
for a child and vows to dedicate him to the Lord. God answers her
prayer, and she gives birth to Samuel, whom she dedicates to the
service of God at the Tabernacle (1 Samuel 1:20–28).
As a young boy serving under Eli, Samuel hears God’s voice calling
him. Despite initial confusion, Samuel responds, becoming God’s
prophet and judge over Israel (1 Samuel 3:1–10). His first prophetic
message is one of judgment against Eli’s house for the sins of his
sons, Hophni and Phinehas (1 Samuel 3:11–14).
This part introduces Samuel as a pivotal figure in Israel’s history, a
faithful servant chosen to guide the nation during a time of spiritual
decline.

The Birth and Call of Samuel 
Required Reading - 1 Samuel 1–3

The Ark of the Covenant and Israel’s
Repentance 

Required Reading - 1 Samuel 4–7

Israel faces defeat against the Philistines and loses the Ark of the
Covenant, which is captured and taken to Philistine territory (1
Samuel 4:10–11). The Philistines experience God’s judgment as the
Ark brings plagues upon their cities, prompting its return to Israel (1
Samuel 5:6–6:12).
After the Ark’s return, Samuel leads Israel in repentance, calling them
to forsake idolatry and serve God alone. The Israelites experience
victory over the Philistines at Mizpah, where Samuel sets up a stone
memorial called Ebenezer, meaning “Thus far the Lord has helped us”
(1 Samuel 7:12).
The narrative highlights the consequences of spiritual unfaithfulness
and the power of repentance in restoring God’s favor.
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As Samuel grows old, Israel demands a king to lead them like the
surrounding nations. Despite God’s warning about the challenges of
monarchy, He permits their request and directs Samuel to anoint Saul
as the first king of Israel (1 Samuel 8:4–9; 10:1).
Saul’s leadership begins with promise as he delivers Israel from the
Ammonites, earning the people’s loyalty (1 Samuel 11:6–13).
Samuel’s farewell speech at Gilgal reminds Israel of God’s
faithfulness and warns against disobedience, urging both king and
people to serve the Lord wholeheartedly (1 Samuel 12:20–25).
These chapters mark the transition from theocratic rule to monarchy,
underscoring the importance of aligning leadership with God’s will.

The Establishment of Saul as King 
Required Reading - 1 Sam. 8–12
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Saul’s Failures and God’s Rejection 
Required Reading - 1 Samuel 13–15

Saul’s reign is marked by disobedience to God’s commands. His first
major failure occurs when he unlawfully offers a sacrifice,
disregarding Samuel’s instructions and revealing his impatience and
lack of faith (1 Samuel 13:8–14).
Later, Saul disobeys God’s command to completely destroy the
Amalekites and their possessions, sparing King Agag and the best
livestock (1 Samuel 15:9). Samuel confronts Saul, declaring that
obedience is better than sacrifice and that God has rejected Saul as
king (1 Samuel 15:22–23).
Saul’s actions demonstrate the consequences of pride and partial
obedience, leading to his rejection by God as Israel’s leader.



The Anointing of David and His Rise to
Prominence 

Required Reading - 1 Samuel 16–19

God directs Samuel to anoint David, the youngest son of Jesse, as the
next king of Israel (1 Samuel 16:12–13). Although anointed in secret,
David’s rise begins when he serves in Saul’s court as a harpist and
armor-bearer (1 Samuel 16:21–23).
David gains national recognition by defeating Goliath, a Philistine
giant, with faith and a single stone (1 Samuel 17:49).
His success brings him favor with the people but also jealousy from
Saul, who perceives David as a threat (1 Samuel 18:7–9). Saul’s
attempts to kill David mark the beginning of a prolonged conflict.
David’s faith and humility contrast with Saul’s fear and disobedience,
highlighting the qualities God desires in a leader.
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David’s Exile and Saul’s Decline 
Required Reading - 1 Samuel 20–26

As Saul’s jealousy intensifies, David flees for his life, living as a fugitive
in the wilderness. Despite numerous opportunities, David refuses to
harm Saul, recognizing him as God’s anointed king (1 Samuel 24:6;
26:9).
During his exile, David gathers a loyal following and demonstrates
leadership and integrity. He protects vulnerable communities and
negotiates with Abigail, whose wisdom prevents bloodshed and later
becomes his wife (1 Samuel 25:32–35).
Meanwhile, Saul’s decline continues as he seeks guidance from a
medium, showing his estrangement from God (1 Samuel 28:6–7). The
contrast between Saul’s desperation and David’s faithfulness
becomes increasingly apparent.



Saul’s Death and the Path to David’s Kingship 
Required Reading - 1 Samuel 27–31

David aligns with the Philistines temporarily but avoids fighting
against Israel through God’s providence (1 Samuel 29:6–11). While
David is absent, Amalekites raid his camp, but he rescues his
people and defeats the attackers (1 Samuel 30:17–19).
The book concludes with Saul’s tragic death in battle against the
Philistines. Mortally wounded, Saul takes his own life, and his sons
die alongside him (1 Samuel 31:4–6). The Philistines desecrate
Saul’s body, but his loyal followers recover and bury him (1 Samuel
31:11–13).
Saul’s demise paves the way for David’s reign, fulfilling God’s plan
for a king after His own heart
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Conclusion

1 Samuel reveals God’s sovereignty in establishing and removing
leaders. It contrasts the faithfulness of Samuel and David with the
failures of Saul, emphasizing the importance of obedience and trust
in God. The book highlights Israel’s transition to monarchy and the
challenges of aligning human leadership with divine will. Through
David’s anointing and rise, 1 Samuel points to Jesus Christ as the
ultimate King who embodies perfect obedience and fulfills God’s
redemptive plan. The narratives inspire believers to trust God’s
timing and remain faithful amid challenges.



Reflective Questions

How did Samuel’s call demonstrate God’s
plan for Israel?

1.

What led to the Ark of the Covenant’s
capture and return?

2.

Why did God reject Saul as king?3.
How did David’s faith distinguish him from
Saul?

4.

What lessons can be learned from Saul’s
decline and death?

5.
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The Book of 2 Samuel recounts the reign of David as king of Israel,
emphasizing the establishment of his kingdom and the unfolding of
God’s covenant promises. It begins with David’s ascension to the
throne and ends with his later years, marked by both triumphs and
trials.
David’s reign is characterized by military conquests, spiritual
devotion, and significant personal failures. Key events include his
establishment of Jerusalem as the political and religious center, the
reception of God’s covenant promise, and his sins involving
Bathsheba and Uriah, which bring both personal and national
consequences.
2 Samuel explores themes of God’s sovereignty, justice, and mercy,
highlighting David’s role as a flawed yet faithful leader. The book
points forward to Jesus Christ, the ultimate fulfillment of God’s
covenant promise to establish an eternal kingdom through David’s
lineage.

Introduction

The Rise of David’s Kingdom and
God’s Covenant

CHAPTER TEN- 2 SAMUEL
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David learns of Saul’s death and mourns both Saul and Jonathan,
demonstrating his respect for God’s anointed and his close bond with
Jonathan (2 Samuel 1:17–27). Anointed as king over Judah, David
begins his reign in Hebron while Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, rules over
Israel under Abner’s influence (2 Samuel 2:8–10).
Conflict arises between the two factions, but David’s forces, led by
Joab, grow stronger while Ishbosheth’s weakens (2 Samuel 3:1).
Abner defects to David after falling out with Ishbosheth, facilitating
the unification of Israel. However, Joab kills Abner out of revenge,
complicating the process (2 Samuel 3:27). Ishbosheth’s murder by
his own men clears the way for David’s kingship over all Israel (2
Samuel 4:5–12).
David’s rise illustrates God’s faithfulness to His promise, his respect
for God’s anointed, and his political acumen in uniting a divided
nation.

David’s Ascension to the Throne 
Required Reading - Samuel 1–4

The Establishment of Jerusalem and the Ark 
Required Reading - 2 Samuel 5–7

David captures Jerusalem from the Jebusites, making it his political
and spiritual capital (2 Samuel 5:6–10). The city, later known as the
City of David, becomes the center of his kingdom. David’s military
successes and consolidation of power reflect God’s favor upon him.
Seeking to restore worship, David brings the Ark of the Covenant to
Jerusalem. Although an initial attempt fails due to Uzzah’s
irreverence, the Ark is successfully brought to the city with great
celebration (2 Samuel 6:12–15). This event underscores the
importance of reverence in worship and God’s holiness.
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David’s military campaigns expand Israel’s territory and establish
peace. He defeats neighboring nations, including the Philistines,
Moabites, and Edomites, securing Israel’s borders and bringing
wealth to the kingdom (2 Samuel 8:1–14). These victories fulfill God’s
promise to give Israel rest from its enemies.
Amid his conquests, David shows kindness to Mephibosheth, the
disabled son of Jonathan. Honoring his covenant with Jonathan,
David restores Mephibosheth’s family land and grants him a place at
the royal table (2 Samuel 9:7). 
This act of grace reflects David’s loyalty and foreshadows God’s
kindness toward undeserving sinners.
David’s diplomatic relations include sending envoys to the
Ammonites, though this goodwill gesture leads to conflict when the
Ammonites humiliate his servants (2 Samuel 10:4–6). The resulting
war showcases David’s strategic leadership and God’s continued
favor.

David’s Military Conquests and Kindness
to Mephibosheth 

Required Reading - 2 Samuel 8–10

In chapter 7, God makes a covenant with David, promising to
establish his dynasty and an eternal kingdom through his lineage (2
Samuel 7:12–16). This covenant becomes a cornerstone of biblical
theology, pointing to the future reign of Jesus Christ as the eternal
King
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David’s Sin with Bathsheba and Its
Consequences 

Required Reading - 2 Samuel 11–12

David’s greatest moral failure occurs when he commits adultery with
Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, one of his loyal soldiers. To conceal his
sin, David orchestrates Uriah’s death in battle, an act that displeases
God (2 Samuel 11:14–27).
The prophet Nathan confronts David, delivering a parable that
exposes his guilt (2 Samuel 12:1–7). David repents, acknowledging
his sin before God, and Nathan assures him of forgiveness while
pronouncing severe consequences, including the death of his child
with Bathsheba and ongoing strife within his household (2 Samuel
12:10–14).
These events reveal the gravity of sin, the necessity of repentance,
and God’s mercy in granting forgiveness while upholding justice. 
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Absalom’s Rebellion and David’s Return 
Required Reading - 2 Samuel 13–19

David’s family is plagued by turmoil, beginning with Amnon’s assault
of his half-sister Tamar and Absalom’s subsequent revenge by killing
Amnon (2 Samuel 13:28–29). Absalom flees but later conspires to
overthrow David, gaining support and declaring himself king (2
Samuel 15:10).
David is forced to flee Jerusalem but retains loyal supporters who
help him navigate the crisis (2 Samuel 15:23–37). Absalom’s
rebellion ends when he is killed in battle despite David’s order to
spare him (2 Samuel 18:14). David mourns deeply for Absalom,
expressing the pain of familial conflict and loss (2 Samuel 18:33).
The rebellion underscores the consequences of David’s earlier sins
and his enduring reliance on God’s sovereignty amid adversity.



National Challenges and David’s Legacy 
Required Reading - 2 Samuel 20–24

Sheba, a Benjamite, leads a rebellion against David but is quickly
subdued by Joab’s military leadership (2 Samuel 20:1–22). The
latter years of David’s reign are marked by administrative
challenges, including a famine attributed to Saul’s actions against
the Gibeonites (2 Samuel 21:1).
David’s final years include a census of Israel’s fighting men, an act
of pride that results in divine judgment through a plague (2 Samuel
24:10–15). David intercedes for the people, and the plague is halted
after he builds an altar on the threshing floor of Araunah, the site
that later becomes the Temple (2 Samuel 24:18–25).
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Conclusion

2 Samuel portrays David’s reign as a blend of triumph and tragedy,
showcasing God’s faithfulness to His covenant and His dealings
with human frailty. Through David’s victories, God establishes Israel
as a strong kingdom. His failures, including his sin with Bathsheba
and family conflicts, reveal the consequences of disobedience. Yet
David’s repentance and reliance on God demonstrate the qualities
of a faithful servant. The book points to Jesus Christ, the ultimate
King from David’s lineage, who perfectly fulfills God’s promise of an
eternal kingdom. Believers are reminded of God’s sovereignty,
mercy, and the importance of living in obedience.



Reflective Questions

How did David demonstrate respect for
God’s anointed after Saul’s death?

1.

What was the significance of God’s
covenant with David in chapter 7?

2.

How did David’s military victories reflect
God’s promises to Israel?

3.

What were the consequences of David’s sin
with Bathsheba?

4.

How did David’s response to Absalom’s
rebellion show his reliance on God?

5.
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The Book of 1 Kings begins with the final days of King David and
transitions into the reign of Solomon, Israel’s third king. It recounts
Solomon’s wisdom, the construction of the Temple, and the
kingdom’s subsequent division after his death. The book also
introduces the prophetic ministry of Elijah, emphasizing God’s
ongoing involvement in Israel’s history.
Key themes include God’s covenant faithfulness, the importance of
obedience, and the consequences of idolatry. While Solomon’s reign
is marked by peace and prosperity, his later turn to idolatry sets the
stage for the kingdom’s decline. After Solomon, the united monarchy
splits into the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom
of Judah, marked by political instability and spiritual apostasy.
1 Kings offers valuable lessons about leadership, the dangers of
moral compromise, and God’s enduring patience and sovereignty,
pointing to the ultimate fulfillment of His promises in Christ.

Introduction

The Rise and Division of Israel’s Monarchy

CHAPTER ELEVEN- 1 KING
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The book opens with David’s declining health and the struggle for
succession. Adonijah, David’s son, attempts to claim the throne, but
Nathan and Bathsheba intervene, ensuring Solomon’s anointment as
king (1 Kings 1:5–40). David’s final charge to Solomon emphasizes
obedience to God’s law as the key to success (1 Kings 2:1–4).
Early in his reign, Solomon demonstrates humility by asking God for
wisdom to govern Israel. Pleased with his request, God grants him
unparalleled wisdom, wealth, and honor (1 Kings 3:5–14). Solomon’s
wisdom is evident in his judgment in a dispute between two women
over a child, earning him widespread respect (1 Kings 3:16–28).
From this section, God’s faithfulness in establishing Solomon as king
and the importance of seeking divine guidance in leadership an be
seen.

Solomon’s Accession and Wisdom 
Required Reading - 1 Kings 1–4

The Construction and Dedication of the Temple 
Required Reading - 1 Kings 5–8

Solomon fulfills David’s desire to build a temple for God. With
resources and labor from Israel and a partnership with Hiram, king of
Tyre, Solomon oversees the construction of a magnificent structure,
symbolizing God’s presence among His people (1 Kings 5:1–18).
After seven years of building, Solomon dedicates the Temple with a
grand ceremony. In his prayer, he acknowledges God’s faithfulness
and asks for His continued presence and forgiveness for Israel when
they sin (1 Kings 8:22–53). The glory of the Lord fills the Temple,
signifying His acceptance of the offering (1 Kings 8:10–11).
The Temple becomes a central place of worship, emphasizing the
importance of honoring God through reverence and obedience
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Solomon’s reign brings unprecedented prosperity to Israel. His
wisdom attracts leaders from around the world, including the Queen
of Sheba, who praises his wealth and insight (1 Kings 10:1–9). Israel
experiences peace, economic growth, and cultural advancement
under Solomon’s leadership.
However, Solomon’s later years are marred by spiritual decline. He
accumulates wealth, horses, and foreign wives, violating God’s
commands (1 Kings 10:26–11:3). His wives lead him into idolatry,
provoking God’s anger. As a result, God declares that the kingdom
will be torn from Solomon’s descendants, though a portion will
remain for David’s sake (1 Kings 11:11–13).
This section warns against the dangers of compromise and the
importance of remaining faithful to God’s covenant.

Solomon’s Prosperity and Downfall 
Required Reading - 1 Kings 9–11
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The Division of the Kingdom 
Required Reading - 1 Kings 12–14

After Solomon’s death, his son Rehoboam ascends the throne.
Seeking advice on how to govern, he rejects the counsel of elders and
follows the advice of his peers, imposing harsher labor on the people
(1 Kings 12:6–14). This decision leads to the kingdom’s division, with
Jeroboam ruling the northern kingdom of Israel and Rehoboam
retaining Judah (1 Kings 12:15–20).
Jeroboam establishes rival worship centers in Bethel and Dan,
introducing idolatry to prevent his people from returning to Jerusalem
(1 Kings 12:26–33). His actions provoke God’s judgment, initiating a
cycle of spiritual decline in the northern kingdom.
The division illustrates the consequences of poor leadership and
disobedience, emphasizing the need for godly guidance.



Elijah and the Confrontation with Baal Worship 
Required Reading - 1 Kings 17–19

Elijah emerges as a prophet during King Ahab’s reign, confronting the
widespread idolatry introduced by Ahab and his wife Jezebel. God
sends Elijah to declare a drought as judgment against Baal worship,
demonstrating His power over nature (1 Kings 17:1).
Elijah’s faith is evident as God provides for him through ravens and
a widow during the drought (1 Kings 17:6–16). On Mount Carmel,
Elijah challenges the prophets of Baal, calling down fire from
heaven to prove that Yahweh is the true God (1 Kings 18:38). This
dramatic event leads the people to proclaim, “The Lord, He is God”
(1 Kings 18:39).
Despite his triumph, Elijah experiences fear and despair, fleeing into
the wilderness. God meets him there, providing sustenance and
reassurance of His ongoing work (1 Kings 19:11–18).
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Ahab, Jezebel, and Naboth’s Vineyard 
Required Reading - 1 Kings 20–22

Ahab’s reign is marked by moral corruption and defiance of God’s
commands. One notable episode involves Naboth’s vineyard, which
Ahab covets. Jezebel orchestrates Naboth’s false accusation and
execution, allowing Ahab to seize the land (1 Kings 21:1–16).
Elijah confronts Ahab, declaring God’s judgment on him and Jezebel
for their wickedness (1 Kings 21:17–24). Although Ahab humbles
himself temporarily, his repentance is superficial. His continued
defiance results in his death in battle, fulfilling Elijah’s prophecy (1
Kings 22:34–38).
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Conclusion

1 Kings illustrates the rise and fall of Israel’s monarchy, emphasizing
the importance of obedience to God’s covenant. From Solomon’s
wisdom and the Temple’s construction to the kingdom’s division and
Elijah’s prophetic ministry, the book reveals God’s faithfulness and
justice. The narratives of idolatry, poor leadership, and prophetic
warnings underscore humanity’s need for godly guidance.
Ultimately, 1 Kings points to Jesus Christ as the perfect King who
fulfills God’s promises and establishes His eternal kingdom.
Believers are reminded of the importance of seeking God’s wisdom,
avoiding compromise, and living in faithfulness to His Word.



Reflective Questions

How did Solomon demonstrate wisdom
early in his reign?

1.

What was the significance of the Temple’s
construction for Israel?

2.

What led to Solomon’s spiritual decline?3.
How did Rehoboam’s actions contribute to
the kingdom’s division?

4.

What lessons can be learned from Elijah’s
confrontation with the prophets of Baal?

5.
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The Book of 2 Kings continues the narrative of Israel and Judah’s
monarchies, chronicling their spiritual decline and eventual
destruction. Beginning with Elijah’s prophetic ministry and ending
with Judah’s exile to Babylon, the book emphasizes God’s justice and
mercy in dealing with His covenant people.
Key events include the ministry of Elisha, the fall of the northern
kingdom of Israel, and the last kings of Judah. The book highlights
the consequences of persistent idolatry, disobedience, and disregard
for God’s prophets. Despite the people’s unfaithfulness, God remains
faithful, preserving a remnant and pointing to His ultimate plan of
redemption.
2 Kings serves as a sobering reminder of the cost of sin and the
importance of covenant faithfulness. It reveals God’s sovereignty
over nations and His desire for repentance, offering timeless lessons
about the need for godly leadership and reliance on Him.

Introduction

The Rise and Division of Israel’s Monarchy

CHAPTER TWELVE- 2 KING

Page 71



Elijah’s prophetic ministry transitions to Elisha, who receives a
double portion of Elijah’s spirit as he witnesses Elijah’s ascent to
heaven in a chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:9–11). Elisha performs miracles,
demonstrating God’s power and provision. These include purifying
water, multiplying oil for a widow, and raising a Shunammite’s son
from the dead (2 Kings 2:19–4:37).
Elisha also serves as God’s instrument in national affairs. He provides
counsel to Israel’s kings, leads an army to victory without violence,
and heals Naaman, a Syrian commander, of leprosy (2 Kings 5:1–14).
However, Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, is struck with leprosy for his
greed (2 Kings 5:20–27).
Elisha’s ministry emphasizes God’s compassion, power, and
involvement in both personal and national matters, demonstrating
His willingness to intervene when His people turn to Him.

Elijah’s Departure and Elisha’s Ministry 
Required Reading - 2 Kings 1–8

The Fall of the Northern Kingdom 
Required Reading - 2 Kings 9–17

Jehu is anointed king of Israel to execute God’s judgment on Ahab’s
dynasty. He eliminates Jezebel and Ahab’s descendants, eradicating
Baal worship from Israel (2 Kings 9:30–10:28). However, Jehu’s zeal
for reform is incomplete, as he continues in the sins of Jeroboam (2
Kings 10:29–31).
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In Judah, Hezekiah stands out as a godly king who trusts in the Lord.
He removes idolatrous practices, restores true worship, and leads
Judah to victory against Assyria through prayer and faith (2 Kings
18:3–7). When Sennacherib threatens Jerusalem, Hezekiah prays,
and God miraculously delivers Judah by striking down the Assyrian
army (2 Kings 19:35–36).
Hezekiah’s reign also includes a personal test when he falls ill. After
praying, God extends his life by 15 years, but he unwisely shows
Babylonian envoys his wealth, sowing the seeds of future exile (2
Kings 20:12–18).
Manasseh, Hezekiah’s son, reverses his father’s reforms,
reintroducing idolatry and leading Judah into great sin. His reign is
marked by spiritual and moral corruption, provoking God’s judgment
(2 Kings 21:10–15).
These reigns contrast the blessings of faithfulness with the
consequences of rebellion.

The Reigns of Hezekiah and Manasseh 
Required Reading - 2 Kings 18–21

The northern kingdom experiences a series of unstable reigns and
increasing idolatry. Despite prophetic warnings, including those of
Amos and Hosea, Israel persists in sin, leading to its conquest by
Assyria in 722 BC (2 Kings 17:6). The Assyrians deport the Israelites
and repopulate the land with foreigners, creating the Samaritans (2
Kings 17:24–29).
In these chapters, we can see the consequences of covenant
unfaithfulness, with Israel’s fall serving as a sobering fulfillment of
God’s warnings.
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Josiah’s Reforms and the Discovery of the Law 
Required Reading - 2 Kings 22–23

Josiah becomes king of Judah at a young age and initiates sweeping
reforms to restore true worship. When the Book of the Law is
discovered during Temple repairs, Josiah is deeply moved, leading to
a renewed covenant with God (2 Kings 22:8–13). He purges the land
of idolatry, destroys high places, and reinstates the Passover
celebration (2 Kings 23:21–23).
Josiah’s reforms demonstrate his commitment to honoring God and
reversing the nation’s decline. However, they come too late to
prevent God’s judgment for the sins of previous generations. The
prophets Huldah and Jeremiah confirm that Judah’s destruction is
imminent (2 Kings 22:15–20).
Josiah’s reign highlights the importance of God’s Word in guiding
leaders and restoring spiritual integrity.
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The Fall of Judah and the Exile to Babylon 
Required Reading - 2 Kings 24–25

Judah’s final kings—Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah—lead
during a period of increasing instability and rebellion against
Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, invades Judah multiple
times, deporting its leaders and treasures (2 Kings 24:13–16).
Zedekiah’s rebellion brings Babylon’s full wrath, resulting in
Jerusalem’s destruction in 586 BC. The Temple is burned, the walls
are torn down, and the people are exiled to Babylon (2 Kings 25:8–
12). Gedaliah is appointed governor over the remnant, but his
assassination leads to further despair (2 Kings 25:22–26).
The book concludes with a glimmer of hope as Jehoiachin is
released from prison in Babylon, symbolizing God’s continued
faithfulness to His covenant promises (2 Kings 25:27–30).



Conclusion

2 Kings depicts the spiritual decline and eventual destruction of
Israel and Judah, underscoring the consequences of persistent sin
and idolatry. The narratives of faithful leaders like Hezekiah and
Josiah contrast with those of unfaithful kings, emphasizing the
importance of obedience to God’s covenant. Despite His people’s
failures, God’s sovereignty and mercy remain evident, preserving a
remnant and pointing to future restoration. The book serves as a
warning about the cost of disobedience and the hope of
redemption through God’s faithfulness. It ultimately points to Jesus
Christ, the true King who fulfills God’s promises and brings eternal
salvation.
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Reflective Questions

What role did Elisha’s ministry play in
demonstrating God’s power and
compassion?

1.

How did Jehu’s reforms affect the northern
kingdom of Israel?

2.

What was the significance of Hezekiah’s
faith during Assyria’s invasion?

3.

How did Josiah’s reforms reflect the
importance of God’s Word?

4.

What lessons can be learned from Judah’s
exile to Babylon?

5.
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The Book of 1 Chronicles retells Israel’s history, focusing on God’s
covenant with David and His faithfulness in establishing the kingdom
of Israel. Likely written by Ezra after the Babylonian exile, the book
seeks to encourage the returning remnant by emphasizing their
divine heritage and God’s unchanging promises.
1 Chronicles opens with genealogies, tracing Israel’s lineage from
Adam to David, demonstrating God’s sovereign plan throughout
history. It then transitions to the reign of David, highlighting his role
in uniting Israel, preparing for the Temple’s construction, and
establishing worship practices.
Unlike Samuel and Kings, which include David’s failures, 1 Chronicles
emphasizes his faithfulness and dedication to God. This approach
reflects the author’s purpose to inspire hope and encourage the
exiles to trust in God’s promises. The book underscores themes of
covenant, worship, and God’s sovereignty, pointing forward to the
ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ.

Introduction

God’s Faithfulness in Establishing His
People and His Kingdom

CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
 1 CHRONICLES
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The first nine chapters contain extensive genealogies, beginning with
Adam and tracing the lineages of Israel’s tribes. These records
emphasize God’s sovereign work in preserving His people and
fulfilling His covenant promises.
The genealogy of Judah receives particular attention, leading to
David’s lineage (1 Chronicles 2:3–15). The priestly line of Levi is also
highlighted, reflecting the central role of worship in Israel’s identity (1
Chronicles 6:1–15). The genealogies serve as a reminder of God’s
faithfulness, even during the exile, affirming the continuity of His
promises.
This section reveals Israel’s identity as God’s chosen people and sets
the stage for the narrative of David’s reign, which focuses on God’s
covenant and the establishment of His kingdom.

Genealogies: Tracing Israel’s Divine Heritage 
Required Reading - 1 Chronicles 1–9

The Death of Saul and David’s Ascension 
Required Reading - 1 Chronicles 10–12

The narrative begins with Saul’s death, emphasizing that his
unfaithfulness led to his downfall and Israel’s defeat (1 Chronicles
10:13–14). This serves as a contrast to David, whose rise is
attributed to his faithfulness to God.
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David’s reign is marked by his commitment to restoring proper
worship. He attempts to bring the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem,
but the initial attempt fails when Uzzah touches the Ark and is struck
down, highlighting the need for reverence and obedience in worship
(1 Chronicles 13:9–11).
After consulting the Levites and following God’s instructions, David
successfully brings the Ark to Jerusalem with great celebration (1
Chronicles 15:25–29). He appoints Levites to lead worship and
establishes regular offerings, emphasizing the centrality of worship
in Israel’s life (1 Chronicles 16:4–6).
David’s psalm of thanksgiving, recorded in chapter 16, exalts God’s
faithfulness and calls Israel to remember His covenant promises. This
section highlights the importance of worship and obedience in
maintaining a relationship with God.

The Ark of the Covenant and Worship 
Required Reading - 1 Chronicles 13–16

David is anointed king over all Israel, uniting the tribes and
strengthening the nation (1 Chronicles 11:1–3). He captures
Jerusalem, making it his capital, and establishes it as the political and
spiritual center of Israel (1 Chronicles 11:4–9). David’s mighty men, a
group of loyal warriors, are also highlighted, showcasing the strength
and unity of his reign (1 Chronicles 11:10–12:40).
In these chapters, there is an emphasis on the importance of godly
leadership and the blessings of unity and faithfulness to God.
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God’s Covenant with David 
Required Reading - 1 Chronicles 17

David desires to build a house for God, but God responds with a
greater promise: He will establish David’s dynasty forever (1
Chronicles 17:10–14). This covenant, known as the Davidic
Covenant, assures that David’s descendants will rule, ultimately
pointing to the eternal reign of Jesus Christ.
David’s response is one of humility and gratitude as he
acknowledges God’s greatness and faithfulness (1 Chronicles 17:16–
27). He prays for the fulfillment of God’s promises, demonstrating his
trust in God’s sovereignty.
This covenant forms a central theme of 1 Chronicles, emphasizing
God’s plan to establish an eternal kingdom through David’s lineage.
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David’s Military Victories and Leadership 
Required Reading - 1 Chronicles 18–21

David’s reign is marked by military victories that expand Israel’s
territory and establish peace. He defeats the Philistines, Moabites,
and Edomites, among others, dedicating the spoils to God (1
Chronicles 18:1–11). These conquests reflect God’s faithfulness in
fulfilling His promise to give Israel rest from its enemies.
David also demonstrates justice and equity in his leadership,
earning the respect of the nation (1 Chronicles 18:14). However,
his decision to conduct a census, motivated by pride, incurs God’s
judgment in the form of a plague (1 Chronicles 21:7–14). David
repents, builds an altar, and offers sacrifices, leading to the
cessation of the plague (1 Chronicles 21:26–27).



Preparations for the Temple 
Required Reading1 Chronicles 22–29

Although David is not permitted to build the Temple, he dedicates
his later years to preparing for its construction. He gathers
materials, organizes Levites and priests for service, and appoints
Solomon to oversee the project (1 Chronicles 22:2–19). 
David emphasizes that the Temple will be a house for God’s name
and a symbol of His presence among His people.
In his final address, David exhorts Israel to remain faithful to God’s
covenant and calls for wholehearted devotion to Him (1 Chronicles
28:9–10). He prays for Solomon’s success and the nation’s
continued faithfulness (1 Chronicles 29:18–19).
David’s preparations reflect his deep devotion to God and his desire
to leave a legacy of worship and obedience.
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Conclusion

1 Chronicles recounts Israel’s history to inspire hope and faith in
God’s promises. Through genealogies, David’s reign, and
preparations for the Temple, the book highlights God’s faithfulness
and sovereignty. The emphasis on worship, covenant, and
leadership underscores the importance of living in obedience to
God’s Word. By tracing the Davidic Covenant, 1 Chronicles points
to Jesus Christ, the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promises. The book
reminds believers of God’s unchanging nature and His call to
wholehearted devotion, encouraging them to trust His plan and
remain faithful in their walk with Him.



Reflective Questions

How do the genealogies in chapters 1–9
emphasize God’s faithfulness?

1.

What was the significance of David bringing
the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem?

2.

How does the Davidic Covenant reflect
God’s plan for redemption?

3.

What lessons can be learned from David’s
census and its consequences?

4.

How did David’s preparations for the
Temple reflect his devotion to God?

5.
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The Book of 2 Chronicles continues the narrative of Israel’s history,
focusing on the kings of Judah from Solomon to the exile in Babylon.
Written to encourage the post-exilic community, the book
emphasizes the importance of worship, the Temple, and covenant
faithfulness. It highlights God’s sovereignty, the consequences of
disobedience, and His mercy in preserving a remnant.
Beginning with Solomon’s reign and the construction of the Temple,
2 Chronicles details the reforms of righteous kings like Asa,
Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah, contrasting them with the failures
of unfaithful leaders. The book concludes with Judah’s exile and a
note of hope in Cyrus’ decree allowing the Jews to return and rebuild.
By focusing on Judah and omitting the northern kingdom of Israel, 2
Chronicles underscores the continuity of God’s covenant promises
through David’s line. The book inspires believers to prioritize
worship, obedience, and trust in God’s redemptive plan.

Introduction

Worship, Leadership, and the
Sovereignty of God

CHAPTER FOURTEEN  
2 CHRONICLES
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Solomon begins his reign by seeking God’s wisdom, a request that
pleases God, who grants him unparalleled wealth and honor in
addition to wisdom (2 Chronicles 1:7–12). Under Solomon’s
leadership, Israel experiences peace and prosperity, fulfilling God’s
promises to David.
Solomon constructs the Temple in Jerusalem, a symbol of God’s
presence among His people (2 Chronicles 3:1–2). The dedication
ceremony includes Solomon’s prayer, acknowledging God’s
faithfulness and asking for His continued forgiveness and guidance
(2 Chronicles 6:12–42). God responds by filling the Temple with His
glory, signifying His acceptance of the offering (2 Chronicles 7:1–3).
Despite Solomon’s accomplishments, his later years are marked by
spiritual decline as he turns to idolatry, leading to the eventual
division of the kingdom (2 Chronicles 9:22–31). This section
emphasizes the blessings of seeking God and the dangers of straying
from His commands

Solomon’s Reign and the Construction
of the Temple 

Required Reading - 2 Chronicles 1–9
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Rehoboam, Abijah, and Asa: Early Kings
of Judah 

Required Reading - 2 Chronicles 10–16
Rehoboam’s harsh policies lead to the division of Israel, with the
northern tribes forming their own kingdom under Jeroboam (2
Chronicles 10:16–19). Judah faces challenges, including invasions
from Egypt, but God protects them when they humble themselves (2
Chronicles 12:6–12).



Abijah, Rehoboam’s son, defeats Jeroboam in battle by relying on
God and declaring Judah’s faithfulness to Him (2 Chronicles 13:10–
18). His reign is brief but demonstrates the importance of
dependence on God.
Asa, a godly king, reforms Judah by removing idols and restoring
worship (2 Chronicles 14:2–5). He relies on God to defeat a massive
Ethiopian army (2 Chronicles 14:9–12). However, Asa falters later in
his reign, relying on foreign alliances instead of seeking God’s help (2
Chronicles 16:7–10). His story underscores the need for consistent
faith and reliance on God.
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Jehoshaphat and God’s Deliverance 
Required Reading - 2 Chronicles 17–20

Jehoshaphat strengthens Judah by promoting spiritual reform and
judicial integrity. He appoints judges and teaches God’s law, fostering
a culture of righteousness (2 Chronicles 19:5–10). When faced with a
vast coalition of enemies, Jehoshaphat leads Judah in prayer and
fasting, seeking God’s intervention (2 Chronicles 20:3–13).
God responds by miraculously defeating Judah’s enemies without the
need for battle, as they turn on one another (2 Chronicles 20:22–24).
Jehoshaphat’s reliance on God results in peace and prosperity for
Judah (2 Chronicles 20:30).
Jehoshaphat’s reign highlights the power of prayer, the importance of
seeking God’s guidance, and the blessings of obedience.



Hezekiah’s Reforms and Revival 
Required Reading - 2 Chronicles 29–32

Hezekiah begins his reign by reopening the Temple and restoring
true worship. He cleanses the Temple, reinstitutes the Passover, and
calls the people to repentance, uniting Judah in renewed devotion to
God (2 Chronicles 30:1–9).
Hezekiah also demonstrates faith during Assyria’s invasion. Faced
with Sennacherib’s threats, he seeks God through prayer and is
delivered as God destroys the Assyrian army (2 Chronicles 32:20–
21). Despite his faithfulness, Hezekiah becomes prideful after God
extends his life, prompting a warning from Isaiah (2 Chronicles
32:25–26).
Hezekiah’s reign illustrates the power of spiritual renewal and the
importance of humility in maintaining a relationship with God.
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Josiah’s Reforms and the Discovery of the
Law Required Reading - 2 Chronicles 34–35

Josiah’s reign begins with a commitment to seeking God. At just 16
years old, he initiates reforms to cleanse Judah of idolatry, breaking
down high places and restoring proper worship (2 Chronicles 34:3–
7).
During Temple repairs, the Book of the Law is discovered,
prompting Josiah to lead the nation in renewed covenant
commitment (2 Chronicles 34:14–33). He reinstates the Passover,
celebrating it with greater fervor than any king before him (2
Chronicles 35:18).
Josiah’s reforms demonstrate the transformative power of God’s
Word and the necessity of aligning national life with His
commands.



Judah’s final kings—Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah—lead
during a time of spiritual and political decline. Despite warnings
from prophets like Jeremiah, Judah continues in idolatry and
rebellion against God (2 Chronicles 36:14–16).
In 586 BC, Nebuchadnezzar invades Jerusalem, destroying the
Temple and deporting the people to Babylon (2 Chronicles 36:18–
20). The exile is portrayed as God’s judgment for Judah’s persistent
disobedience, fulfilling His warnings through Moses and the
prophets.
The book concludes with a note of hope: Cyrus, king of Persia,
issues a decree allowing the Jews to return and rebuild the Temple
(2 Chronicles 36:22–23). This marks the beginning of restoration
and God’s continued faithfulness to His covenant.

The Fall of Judah and the Exile to Babylon 
Required Reading - 2 Chronicles 36

Page 87

Conclusion

2 Chronicles emphasizes God’s sovereignty, the centrality of
worship, and the consequences of obedience and disobedience.
Through the stories of Judah’s kings, the book illustrates the
blessings of seeking God and the judgment that comes from
forsaking Him. Despite Judah’s exile, the closing note of restoration
through Cyrus reflects God’s mercy and faithfulness to His
covenant. 2 Chronicles reminds believers of the importance of
worship, repentance, and trust in God’s redemptive plan, pointing
forward to the ultimate fulfillment of His promises in Jesus Christ,
the true King and Redeemer.



Reflective Questions

What was the significance of Solomon’s
dedication of the Temple?

1.

How did Jehoshaphat demonstrate faith
during Judah’s crisis?

2.

What role did Hezekiah play in restoring
worship in Judah?

3.

How did the discovery of the Book of the
Law impact Josiah’s reign?

4.

What lessons can be learned from Judah’s
exile to Babylon?

5.

Page 88



The Book of Ezra recounts the return of the Jewish exiles from
Babylon to Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the Temple. Spanning a
period of nearly 80 years, the book highlights God’s faithfulness in
restoring His people and their worship after the Babylonian exile. It
underscores themes of renewal, obedience, and the centrality of
God’s Word in spiritual restoration.
Divided into two main parts, Ezra narrates the leadership of
Zerubbabel in rebuilding the Temple (Ezra 1–6) and Ezra’s role in
teaching the law and leading a second group of exiles (Ezra 7–10).
Despite opposition and challenges, the exiles persevere,
demonstrating God’s provision and sovereignty in fulfilling His
promises.
Ezra emphasizes the importance of faith, worship, and adherence to
God’s commands. It offers valuable lessons for believers about
restoration and the power of God’s Word to renew both individuals
and communities.

Introduction

Restoration of God’s People and Worship

CHAPTER FIFTEEN - EZRA
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The book begins with Cyrus, king of Persia, issuing a decree allowing
the Jewish exiles to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple (Ezra
1:1–4). This decree fulfills the prophecy of Jeremiah, demonstrating
God’s sovereignty in moving the heart of a pagan king.
Led by Zerubbabel, the first group of exiles returns with the goal of
restoring worship in Jerusalem. Cyrus provides resources for the
Temple’s construction, including items taken by Nebuchadnezzar
(Ezra 1:7–11). Chapter 2 lists the returning exiles, emphasizing the
continuity of God’s covenant people.

The Decree of Cyrus and the First Return 
Required Reading - Ezra 1–2

Rebuilding the Altar and the Temple Foundation 
Required Reading - Ezra 3

Upon their arrival in Jerusalem, the exiles prioritize restoring worship
by rebuilding the altar. They reinstitute the burnt offerings and
celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles, acknowledging God’s provision
and renewing their covenant relationship with Him (Ezra 3:1–6).
The foundation of the Temple is laid amidst great celebration. The
people praise God with joy, but some older exiles weep,
remembering the former Temple’s glory (Ezra 3:10–13).
This emotional response reflects both gratitude for God’s faithfulness
and sorrow over the consequences of past sin.
Rebuilding the altar and foundation underscores the importance of
worship as the center of Israel’s life and identity.
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The exiles face significant opposition from neighboring peoples who
seek to hinder their progress. These adversaries first offer to help, but
their true intent is to disrupt the work. When their offer is rejected,
they resort to discouragement, bribery, and accusations against the
Jews (Ezra 4:1–5).
Letters are sent to Persian kings accusing the Jews of rebellion. As a
result, construction is temporarily halted under the decree of King
Artaxerxes (Ezra 4:23–24). This opposition reveals the persistence of
spiritual and political challenges in the restoration process.
This chapter emphasizes the need for perseverance and trust in God
amid opposition.

Opposition to the Rebuilding Efforts 
Required Reading - Ezra 4
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Resumption and Completion of the Temple 
Required Reading - Ezra 5–6

Encouraged by the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the exiles resume
construction of the Temple despite opposition (Ezra 5:1–2). Persian
officials investigate the work and report to King Darius, who reviews
Cyrus’ original decree and reaffirms the exiles’ right to rebuild (Ezra
6:1–12).
With renewed support from the Persian government, the Temple is
completed and dedicated with great joy (Ezra 6:15–16). The exiles
celebrate the Passover, renewing their covenant relationship with
God (Ezra 6:19–22).
The completion of the Temple demonstrates God’s faithfulness and
the importance of obedience and perseverance in fulfilling His
purposes.



Ezra’s Leadership and the Second Return 
Required Reading - Ezra 7–8

Ezra, a priest and scribe skilled in the law of Moses, leads a second
group of exiles to Jerusalem under the favor of King Artaxerxes (Ezra
7:6–10). The king provides resources for the Temple and grants Ezra
authority to teach and enforce the law (Ezra 7:11–26).
Ezra organizes the returnees, ensuring proper leadership and
spiritual preparation. The group fasts and prays for God’s
protection, demonstrating their reliance on Him during the journey
(Ezra 8:21–23).
Ezra’s leadership highlights the importance of godly leadership,
reliance on God, and the centrality of His Word in spiritual renewal.
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Ezra’s Reforms and the Call to Repentance 
Required Reading - Ezra 9–10

Upon arriving in Jerusalem, Ezra is dismayed to learn that many
Israelites, including leaders, have intermarried with pagan nations,
violating God’s commands (Ezra 9:1–2). Ezra prays in repentance
on behalf of the people, confessing their sin and acknowledging
God’s mercy in preserving them (Ezra 9:6–15).
The people respond by committing to separate from foreign
influences and restore their covenant faithfulness (Ezra 10:1–4).
Ezra oversees the process, ensuring that the community aligns with
God’s commands (Ezra 10:16–19).
Ezra is concluded by showing importance of repentance, obedience,
and the willingness to make difficult decisions to remain faithful to
God.



Conclusion

Ezra recounts God’s faithfulness in restoring His people and their
worship after the exile. Through the leadership of Zerubbabel and
Ezra, the book emphasizes the importance of obedience,
perseverance, and the centrality of God’s Word in spiritual renewal.
Despite opposition and challenges, the exiles’ commitment to
rebuilding the Temple and restoring worship reflects their reliance
on God’s promises. Ezra’s call to repentance demonstrates the
necessity of holiness and covenant faithfulness. The book
encourages believers to trust God’s sovereignty, prioritize worship,
and pursue spiritual restoration, pointing to Christ as the ultimate
fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan.
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Reflective Questions

How did Cyrus’ decree fulfill God’s promises
to Israel?

1.

What was the significance of rebuilding the
altar and Temple foundation?

2.

How did the exiles respond to opposition
during the rebuilding efforts?

3.

What role did Ezra play in the spiritual
renewal of the community?

4.

What lessons can be learned from the exiles’
repentance in chapters 9–10?

5.
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The Book of Nehemiah details the return of another group of Jewish
exiles to Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the city’s walls under
Nehemiah’s leadership. A continuation of the restoration narrative
begun in Ezra, Nehemiah emphasizes themes of leadership,
perseverance, prayer, and community reform.
Nehemiah, a cupbearer to the Persian king Artaxerxes, responds to
news of Jerusalem’s ruined walls by seeking the king’s permission to
return and oversee their reconstruction. Despite opposition, the walls
are rebuilt in record time, symbolizing God’s faithfulness and the
people’s resolve. Nehemiah also implements spiritual and social
reforms to restore covenant faithfulness.
The book underscores the importance of prayer, godly leadership,
and reliance on God’s guidance in the face of challenges. Nehemiah’s
work prepares the way for renewed worship and community life,
highlighting God’s ongoing work to preserve His people and fulfill His
redemptive plan.

Introduction

Rebuilding the Wall and Restoring
the People

CHAPTER SIXTEEN - NEHEMIAH
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The story begins with Nehemiah learning of Jerusalem’s desolation
and the plight of the returned exiles. Deeply burdened, he fasts and
prays, confessing Israel’s sins and seeking God’s favor (Nehemiah
1:4–11). His prayer reflects humility, reliance on God, and recognition
of His covenant promises.
Nehemiah seeks permission from King Artaxerxes to return to
Jerusalem and rebuild its walls. The king grants his request, providing
resources and authority for the mission (Nehemiah 2:5–8). Upon
arriving in Jerusalem, Nehemiah inspects the walls in secret and
rallies the people to begin the work (Nehemiah 2:11–18).
This section highlights the power of prayer, godly leadership, and
God’s providence in opening doors for His purposes.

Nehemiah’s Call and Preparation
Required Reading - Nehemiah 1–2

Rebuilding the Wall Amidst Opposition 
Required Reading - Nehemiah 3–4

The people of Jerusalem, under Nehemiah’s leadership, begin
rebuilding the wall with organized effort, with each group assigned
specific sections (Nehemiah 3:1–32). This collaborative approach
reflects unity and commitment to God’s work.
Opposition arises from surrounding enemies, including Sanballat,
Tobiah, and others, who mock and threaten the workers (Nehemiah
4:1–3). 
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As the wall construction progresses, Nehemiah addresses a
significant internal issue: economic oppression among the Jewish
people. Many poor families are forced to mortgage their land and sell
their children into servitude to pay debts (Nehemiah 5:1–5).
Nehemiah confronts the nobles and officials, urging them to stop
charging interest and restore what they have taken (Nehemiah 5:9–
11). The leaders agree, and Nehemiah sets an example by refusing to
exploit his position for personal gain (Nehemiah 5:14–19).
This chapter underscores the need for justice and compassion within
the community, reminding God’s people to align their actions with
His laws.

Addressing Internal Injustices 
Required Reading - Nehemiah 5

Nehemiah responds with prayer and practical measures, stationing
guards and encouraging the people to trust God while remaining
vigilant (Nehemiah 4:9–20). Despite the threats, the work continues
with determination.
This section emphasizes the importance of faith, unity, and
perseverance in overcoming obstacles to God’s work.
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Completion of the Wall and Continued Opposition
Required Reading - Nehemiah 6

Despite relentless opposition, including false accusations and threats
against Nehemiah’s life, the wall is completed in just 52 days
(Nehemiah 6:15). Sanballat and Tobiah attempt to lure Nehemiah
into a trap, but he remains steadfast, refusing to be distracted from
the work (Nehemiah 6:2–4).



Renewing the Covenant and Restoring Worship 
Nehemiah 7–10

With the wall completed, Nehemiah focuses on restoring the spiritual
life of the community. Ezra, the priest, leads the people in reading and
explaining the Law, prompting confession, worship, and renewed
covenant commitment (Nehemiah 8:1–8). The people celebrate the
Feast of Tabernacles, rediscovering the joy of obedience (Nehemiah
8:17).
In chapter 9, the people confess their sins and recount God’s
faithfulness throughout their history. They respond by renewing the
covenant, committing to obedience and separating from pagan
influences (Nehemiah 9:38–10:39).
This section emphasizes the transformative power of God’s Word
and the necessity of covenant faithfulness in maintaining a
relationship with Him.
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The completion of the wall demoralizes the enemies, as they recognize
God’s hand in the achievement (Nehemiah 6:16). Nehemiah’s
unwavering focus and trust in God highlight the importance of
steadfastness and reliance on divine strength in accomplishing His
purposes



Dedication of the Wall and Nehemiah’s Final
Reforms 

Required Reading - Nehemiah 11–13

The rebuilt wall is dedicated with great celebration, featuring
choirs, musical instruments, and sacrifices, reflecting the
community’s gratitude and joy (Nehemiah 12:27–43). Nehemiah
organizes the repopulation of Jerusalem, ensuring the city remains
vibrant and secure (Nehemiah 11:1–2).
In his final reforms, Nehemiah addresses issues that arise after his
departure, including neglect of the Temple, violation of the Sabbath,
and intermarriage with pagan nations (Nehemiah 13:10–30). He
takes decisive action to restore order and maintain the community’s
holiness.
Nehemiah’s leadership demonstrates the ongoing need for
vigilance, accountability, and faithfulness in preserving God’s work.
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Conclusion

Nehemiah highlights God’s faithfulness in restoring Jerusalem’s
walls and renewing His people’s spiritual life. Through prayer,
perseverance, and godly leadership, Nehemiah overcomes
opposition and unites the community in rebuilding and reforming
their lives around God’s Word. The book emphasizes the
importance of prayer, obedience, and reliance on God’s strength to
accomplish His purposes. Nehemiah’s commitment to justice and
covenant faithfulness inspires believers to remain steadfast in their
faith and dedicated to God’s work. Ultimately, the book points
forward to Jesus Christ, the ultimate restorer and redeemer of His
people.



Reflective Questions

How did Nehemiah respond to the news of
Jerusalem’s condition, and what does this
teach about prayer?

1.

What strategies did Nehemiah use to
overcome opposition during the rebuilding
of the wall?

2.

How did Nehemiah address the economic
injustices within the community?

3.

What role did the reading of the Law play in
renewing the people’s covenant
commitment?

4.

What lessons can be learned from
Nehemiah’s dedication to reforming the
community?

5.
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The Book of Esther recounts the story of God’s providence and
deliverance of His people during their exile in Persia. Although
God’s name is never explicitly mentioned, His hand is evident
throughout the events, orchestrating the protection of the
Jewish people from annihilation.
Set during the reign of King Ahasuerus (Xerxes I), the narrative
revolves around Esther, a Jewish orphan who becomes queen,
and her cousin Mordecai, whose faith and courage play pivotal
roles in the story. The book also introduces Haman, an
Amalekite official whose hatred for the Jews leads to a plot to
destroy them.
Esther emphasizes themes of courage, faith, and God’s
sovereign control over human affairs. It highlights how ordinary
individuals can play extraordinary roles in fulfilling God’s
purposes. The institution of the Feast of Purim at the story’s
conclusion serves as a lasting reminder of God’s deliverance
and faithfulness.

Introduction

God’s Sovereignty and Deliverance
Through Ordinary People

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN - ESTHER

Page 101



The story begins with a royal banquet hosted by King Ahasuerus,
during which Queen Vashti refuses to appear before the king. Her
defiance leads to her removal as queen, creating the opportunity for
Esther’s rise (Esther 1:12–19).
A nationwide search is conducted to find a new queen, and Esther, a
beautiful Jewish orphan raised by her cousin Mordecai, is chosen
(Esther 2:7–17). Mordecai instructs Esther to conceal her Jewish
identity, demonstrating wisdom in navigating the complexities of the
Persian court.
Meanwhile, Mordecai uncovers a plot to assassinate the king and
reports it, an act that is recorded in the royal chronicles but initially
unrewarded (Esther 2:21–23). These events set the stage for God’s
providential deliverance of His people.

Esther Becomes Queen 
Required Reading _ Esther 1–2

Haman’s Plot Against the Jews 
Required Reading - Esther 3)

Haman, an Amalekite elevated to a position of power in the Persian
court, becomes enraged when Mordecai refuses to bow to him
(Esther 3:2–5). Fueled by pride and hatred, Haman devises a plot to
destroy all Jews in the Persian Empire, using Mordecai’s defiance as
a pretext (Esther 3:6).
Haman manipulates King Ahasuerus into issuing a decree for the
extermination of the Jews, setting a date for their destruction (Esther
3:8–13). The decree causes widespread mourning among the Jewish
community, emphasizing the gravity of the situation (Esther 3:15).
This chapter highlights the dangers of pride and hatred and sets the
stage for God’s intervention through Esther and Mordecai.
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When Mordecai learns of Haman’s decree, he dons sackcloth and
ashes, mourning publicly and urging Esther to intercede with the king
(Esther 4:1–4). Initially hesitant due to the risk of approaching the
king uninvited, Esther is persuaded by Mordecai’s reminder that her
royal position may have been divinely appointed “for such a time as
this” (Esther 4:14).
In a display of faith and courage, Esther resolves to approach the
king, saying, “If I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16). She calls for a three-
day fast among the Jews, seeking God’s favor and guidance.
This chapter underscores the importance of faith, prayer, and
courage in fulfilling God’s purposes.

Esther’s Courageous Decision 
Required Reading - Esther 4
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The Reversal of Haman’s Plot 
Required Reading - Esther 5–7

Esther approaches King Ahasuerus and is graciously received. She
invites the king and Haman to a banquet, where she plans to reveal
her request (Esther 5:1–8). Meanwhile, Haman builds a gallows to
execute Mordecai, further revealing his hatred (Esther 5:14).
At a second banquet, Esther courageously exposes Haman’s plot
and reveals her Jewish identity, pleading for her people’s lives
(Esther 7:3–6). The king, enraged by Haman’s treachery, orders his
execution on the very gallows he built for Mordecai (Esther 7:9–10).
This dramatic reversal highlights God’s justice and His ability to
thwart the plans of the wicked.



The Deliverance of the Jews 
Required Reading - Esther 8–9

With Haman’s death, Esther and Mordecai work to secure the
deliverance of the Jewish people. Mordecai is promoted to Haman’s
former position, and the king issues a new decree allowing the Jews
to defend themselves against their enemies (Esther 8:8–11).
On the appointed day, the Jews defeat their adversaries, securing
their safety and demonstrating God’s protection (Esther 9:1–5). The
celebration of this victory leads to the establishment of the Feast of
Purim, commemorating God’s deliverance and the reversal of their
fate (Esther 9:20–22).
This section emphasizes God’s providence and His faithfulness in
preserving His covenant people.
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Mordecai’s Rise and the Legacy of Esther 
Required Reading - Esther 10

The book concludes with Mordecai’s rise to prominence as second
in command to King Ahasuerus (Esther 10:3). His leadership and
advocacy for the Jewish people bring peace and security to the
exiles, reflecting God’s ongoing care for His people.
Esther’s courage and faith leave a lasting legacy, demonstrating
how God can use ordinary individuals to accomplish extraordinary
purposes. The Feast of Purim becomes a perpetual reminder of
God’s deliverance and His sovereign control over history.
This final chapter underscores the blessings of godly leadership and
the enduring impact of faith and obedience.



Conclusion

The Book of Esther reveals God’s sovereign control over human
history, demonstrating His ability to work through ordinary people
to fulfill His purposes. Esther and Mordecai’s faith and courage
highlight the importance of trusting God amid uncertainty and
opposition. Despite God’s name not being mentioned, His presence
and providence are evident in every detail of the narrative. Esther
serves as a reminder of God’s faithfulness to His covenant people
and His power to bring deliverance in impossible circumstances.
Believers are encouraged to act with faith, knowing that God’s
purposes will prevail, even in the face of adversity.
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Reflective Questions

How does Esther’s rise to queenship
demonstrate God’s providence?

1.

What motivated Haman’s plot against the
Jews, and how was it reversed?

2.

How did Mordecai encourage Esther to
fulfill her role in saving her people?

3.

What does the establishment of the Feast of
Purim signify about God’s deliverance?

4.

What lessons can be learned from Esther’s
courage and faith?

5.
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The Book of Job explores profound questions about human suffering,
divine justice, and God’s sovereignty. Set in an unknown time and
place, it recounts the story of Job, a righteous man who endures
severe trials, including the loss of his wealth, children, and health.
Despite his suffering, Job refuses to curse God, seeking answers to
his plight.
The book is structured as a dramatic dialogue between Job, his
friends, and God. Job’s friends insist his suffering must result from
sin, while Job maintains his innocence. The narrative climaxes with
God’s response, emphasizing His infinite wisdom and sovereignty.
Job reveals that suffering is not always a result of personal sin but
can serve purposes beyond human understanding. The book
concludes with Job’s restoration, demonstrating God’s justice and
faithfulness. It teaches believers to trust God in all circumstances,
even when His ways are beyond comprehension.

Introduction

Trusting God Amid Suffering and
Uncertainty

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN - JOB
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Job is introduced as a blameless and upright man who fears God and
shuns evil (Job 1:1). His wealth, family, and reputation reflect God’s
blessings. However, a heavenly scene reveals Satan challenging
Job’s faithfulness, suggesting it stems from his prosperity (Job 1:9–
11).
With God’s permission, Satan strips Job of his possessions, children,
and health. Despite these trials, Job responds with faith, saying, “The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of
the Lord” (Job 1:21). Even when his health is afflicted, Job refuses to
curse God, displaying unwavering trust (Job 2:10).
These chapters introduce the theme of testing and highlight Job’s
remarkable faith amid unimaginable loss.

Job’s Trials and Faith
Required Reading - (Job 1–2)

Job’s Lament and the Dialogue with Friends 
Required Reading - Job 3–14

Job laments his birth, expressing deep anguish and questioning why
he was born to suffer (Job 3:11–26). His friends—Eliphaz, Bildad,
and Zophar—attempt to console him but argue that his suffering
must result from hidden sin. Eliphaz appeals to personal experience,
Bildad emphasizes traditional wisdom, and Zophar bluntly accuses
Job of wrongdoing (Job 4:7–11; 8:1–7; 11:5–6)
Job maintains his innocence, rejecting their simplistic view of
suffering and expressing his desire to present his case before God
(Job 13:3). His speeches reveal a mixture of despair and faith, as he
declares, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13:15).
This section explores the inadequacy of human reasoning to explain
divine purposes and Job’s struggle to reconcile his suffering with his
understanding of God’s justice.
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As the dialogue continues, the friends repeat their accusations,
growing harsher in their judgments. Eliphaz accuses Job of pride,
Bildad claims that no one can be righteous before God, and Zophar
warns of the fate of the wicked (Job 15:2–16; 18:5–21; 20:4–7).
Job counters by pointing out that the wicked often prosper while the
righteous suffer (Job 21:7–13). He questions the fairness of life but
acknowledges that true wisdom belongs to God alone: “The fear of
the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding”
(Job 28:28).
This section emphasizes the limitations of human understanding and
the need to trust in God’s wisdom.

The Search for Wisdom 
Required Reading - Job 15–28
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Elihu’s Speeches 
Required Reading - Job 32–37

Elihu, a younger man, enters the discussion, claiming to offer a fresh
perspective. He rebukes both Job and his friends, accusing Job of
self-righteousness and the friends of failing to provide accurate
counsel (Job 32:2–3).
Elihu argues that suffering can serve as discipline, leading individuals
to repentance and greater dependence on God (Job 33:29–30). He
extols God’s greatness and sovereignty, urging Job to trust in Him
rather than question His ways (Job 36:22–26).
Although Elihu’s speeches contain elements of truth, they do not fully
address Job’s situation. His words prepare the way for God’s
response by shifting the focus to God’s majesty.



God’s Response and Job’s Humility 
Required Reading - Job 38–42:6

God answers Job out of a whirlwind, challenging him with a series of
questions that reveal His infinite wisdom and power. He asks Job
about the creation of the world, the control of nature, and the
mysteries of life, demonstrating the vastness of His understanding
(Job 38:4–41).
Job responds with humility, recognizing his limitations and
submitting to God’s authority: “I have heard of thee by the hearing
of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee” (Job 42:5). He repents for
questioning God’s purposes, acknowledging that His ways are
beyond human comprehension.
God’s response emphasizes that trust in His character and
sovereignty is essential, even when His plans are not fully revealed.
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Job’s Restoration and God’s Justice 
Required Reading - Job 42:7–17

After addressing Job, God rebukes his friends for misrepresenting
Him and instructs them to offer sacrifices, with Job praying on their
behalf (Job 42:7–9). This act of intercession reflects Job’s
forgiveness and restored relationship with God.
God restores Job’s fortunes, doubling his previous blessings. He
grants him new children and a long, prosperous life (Job 42:10–17).
Job’s restoration serves as a testament to God’s justice and
faithfulness, vindicating his faith and perseverance.
This conclusion underscores the hope of restoration and the
assurance that God’s plans ultimately work for the good of His
people.
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Conclusion

The Book of Job explores the complexities of human suffering,
emphasizing the sovereignty, justice, and wisdom of God. Through
Job’s trials, dialogues, and ultimate restoration, the book reveals
that suffering is not always a result of sin but can serve greater
purposes beyond human understanding. Job’s humility and trust in
God amid uncertainty exemplify the faith believers are called to
exhibit. The narrative challenges simplistic views of suffering,
encouraging believers to rely on God’s character and promises.
Ultimately, Job points to God’s redemptive plan through Christ,
offering hope and assurance in the face of life’s challenges.



Reflective Questions

What did Job’s initial response to his trials
reveal about his faith?

1.

How did Job’s friends misunderstand the
nature of his suffering?

2.

What does the search for wisdom in chapter
28 teach about human understanding?

3.

How did God’s response to Job address his
questions about suffering?

4.

What lessons can be learned from Job’s
restoration and God’s rebuke of his friends?

5.
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The Book of Psalms, with its 150 chapters, is a poetic anthology of
prayers, hymns, and reflections. Composed by various authors,
including David, Asaph, the Sons of Korah, Solomon, and others, the
Psalms express the full spectrum of human emotions—joy, sorrow,
gratitude, fear, and hope—before God. The Psalms are divided into
five books, reflecting an intentional structure that parallels the
Pentateuch.
Central themes include worship, God’s sovereignty, trust amid trials,
and His covenant faithfulness. The Psalms were used in Israel’s
corporate worship, personal devotion, and national celebrations,
serving as a spiritual guide for God’s people.
From declarations of God’s glory in creation to prophetic revelations
about the Messiah, the Psalms inspire believers to approach God in
honesty and faith. They affirm that God is present in every
circumstance and worthy of praise. Ultimately, the Psalms point to
Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of God’s promises.

Introduction

Praising, Lamenting, and Trusting the
Sovereign God

CHAPTER NINETEEN - PSALMS
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Psalms of praise and worship focus on God’s attributes and His
works. Psalm 8 celebrates God’s majesty revealed in creation,
marveling at the care He shows toward humanity despite His infinite
power. The psalmist reflects on the heavens, declaring, “What is
man, that thou art mindful of him?” (Psalm 8:4).
Psalm 19 extols God’s revelation through nature and His Word. The
first half highlights the heavens’ declaration of God’s glory, while the
second half praises the perfection of God’s law, which revives the
soul and makes wise the simple.
Psalm 100 invites all people to worship the Lord with joy,
emphasizing His goodness, mercy, and enduring truth. These Psalms
remind believers to acknowledge God’s greatness and respond with
heartfelt worship, recognizing Him as Creator, Sustainer, and
Redeemer.

Psalms of Praise and Worship 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 8, 19, 100

Psalms of Lament 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 13, 22, 42

Lament Psalms give voice to human suffering, offering believers a
model for bringing pain and confusion before God. In Psalm 13, the
psalmist cries out, “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?”
The psalm captures the tension between despair and trust, ending
with a declaration of God’s unfailing love.
Psalm 22 vividly expresses anguish and abandonment,
foreshadowing Christ’s suffering on the cross. The psalmist declares,
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” but transitions to
hope in God’s deliverance and His ultimate victory.

Page 114



Thanksgiving Psalms celebrate God’s goodness, deliverance, and
blessings. Psalm 30 expresses gratitude for God’s healing and
rescue, proclaiming, “Thou hast turned for me my mourning into
dancing” (Psalm 30:11). It emphasizes that God’s favor is enduring,
while weeping is temporary.
Psalm 34 invites others to join in praising God for His goodness,
recounting His deliverance from fear and trouble. The psalmist
encourages believers to “taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm
34:8).
Psalm 136 repeatedly declares, “His mercy endureth forever,”
recounting God’s works in creation, redemption, and provision. These
Psalms encourage believers to cultivate gratitude, acknowledging
God’s faithfulness in every season.

Psalms of Thanksgiving 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 30, 34, 136

Psalm 42 portrays a longing for God’s presence, comparing the
soul’s thirst for God to a deer panting for water. These Psalms teach
that believers can approach God honestly in times of distress,
trusting Him for comfort and restoration.
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Royal Psalms 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 2, 72, 110

Royal Psalms celebrate God’s covenant with David and His
sovereign rule through His anointed king. Psalm 2 portrays the
nations’ rebellion against God and His anointed, declaring, “Thou art
my Son; this day have I begotten thee” (Psalm 2:7). It proclaims
God’s ultimate victory and the blessings of submitting to His rule.
Psalm 72 describes the ideal king, whose reign brings justice,
prosperity, and peace, pointing forward to Christ’s eternal kingdom.
Psalm 110 highlights the Messiah as both King and Priest, affirming
His authority and role in God’s redemptive plan.
These Psalms emphasize God’s sovereignty and the hope of His
eternal reign through the promised Messiah.

Messianic Psalms 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 22, 45, 118

Messianic Psalms prophetically reveal aspects of Christ’s life, death,
and reign. Psalm 22 describes the suffering of the Messiah, including
specific details such as the piercing of His hands and feet and the
dividing of His garments.
Psalm 45 portrays the Messiah as a victorious and righteous King,
whose throne is eternal. It celebrates His beauty, majesty, and
justice. 
Psalm 118 proclaims the Messiah’s triumph, declaring, “The stone
which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner”
(Psalm 118:22).
These Psalms affirm God’s plan to redeem humanity through Christ,
offering hope and assurance of His ultimate victory.

Page 116



Wisdom Psalms 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 1, 37, 73

Wisdom Psalms provide guidance for godly living. Psalm 1
contrasts the paths of the righteous and the wicked, emphasizing
the blessings of meditating on God’s law. The righteous are like a
tree planted by streams of water, flourishing in all they do.
Psalm 37 encourages trust in God’s justice, urging believers to “fret
not” over the success of evildoers. It assures that the meek will
inherit the earth and the righteous will be upheld.
Psalm 73 wrestles with the prosperity of the wicked but concludes
with the affirmation that God is the ultimate reward. These Psalms
guide believers in trusting God’s wisdom and walking in His ways.
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Psalms of Trust 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 23, 46, 91

Psalms of trust affirm God’s protection and faithfulness. Psalm 23
depicts God as a shepherd who provides, leads, and comforts His
people, declaring, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”
Psalm 46 proclaims God as “a very present help in trouble,” assuring
believers of His presence and power amid chaos. Psalm 91 describes
God’s care as a refuge and fortress, promising safety to those who
trust Him.
These Psalms inspire confidence in God’s ability to sustain and
protect His people in every circumstance.



Psalms of Confession and Repentance 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 32, 51, 130

Confession Psalms express repentance and seek God’s forgiveness.
In Psalm 32, the psalmist rejoices in the relief of forgiven sin,
declaring, “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven.”
Psalm 51, written after David’s sin with Bathsheba, pleads for mercy
and a clean heart, recognizing that God desires truth in the inward
parts. Psalm 130 cries out to God from the depths, affirming His
readiness to forgive.
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Psalms of Zion and God’s Presence 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 24, 48, 84

Zion Psalms celebrate God’s presence with His people in Jerusalem.
Psalm 24 declares God’s ownership of the earth and His holiness,
asking, “Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?”
Psalm 48 praises Mount Zion as the city of the Great King, a symbol
of God’s protection and majesty. Psalm 84 reflects a longing for
God’s presence, proclaiming, “A day in thy courts is better than a
thousand.”

Imprecatory Psalms 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 35, 69, 109

Imprecatory Psalms call for God’s justice against evildoers. Psalm 35
pleads for God to fight against those who persecute the righteous.
Psalm 69 expresses anguish and appeals for deliverance, while
Psalm 109 petitions for vindication.
These Psalms reveal the psalmists’ trust in God’s justice and their
reliance on Him to address wrongs, reminding believers to leave
vengeance to the Lord.



The Songs of Ascents, Psalms 120–134, were sung by pilgrims
traveling to Jerusalem. Psalm 121 declares God’s protection, saying,
“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills.”
Psalm 122 rejoices in the opportunity to worship in Jerusalem, and
Psalm 133 celebrates the unity of God’s people. These Psalms
reflect trust, worship, and community, encouraging believers to
journey toward God with joy.

Psalms of Pilgrimage 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 120–134

The final Psalms, 146–150, are a crescendo of praise, beginning
and ending with “Praise ye the Lord.” Psalm 150 calls for
everything that has breath to praise God with voices and
instruments.
These Psalms inspire a life of worship, inviting all creation to glorify
God and recognize His greatness

The Hallelujah Psalms 
Required Reading - e.g., Psalms 146–150
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Conclusion
The Book of Psalms serves as a guide for worship, prayer, and
reflection on God’s character and works. It teaches believers to
bring every emotion before God, trusting His sovereignty and
faithfulness. From lament to thanksgiving and praise, the Psalms
affirm that God is worthy of worship in all circumstances. They
point forward to Jesus Christ, the fulfillment of God’s promises and
the source of eternal hope. By meditating on the Psalms, believers
are encouraged to cultivate a deeper relationship with God,
grounded in faith, reverence, and the assurance of His love and
power.



Reflective Questions

What do the Psalms of praise teach about
God’s character?

1.

How do lament Psalms provide comfort
during times of suffering?

2.

What lessons can be learned from the
wisdom Psalms about living a godly life?

3.

How do the Messianic Psalms point to Jesus
Christ?

4.

What role do the Hallelujah Psalms play in
concluding the Book of Psalms?

5.
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The Book of Proverbs offers practical guidance for living wisely and
righteously in relationship with God and others. Primarily written by
King Solomon, with contributions from Agur, Lemuel, and other wise
individuals, the book is a collection of sayings that emphasize the
fear of the Lord as the foundation of wisdom.
Structured around short, memorable statements, Proverbs addresses
themes such as morality, diligence, relationships, and the
consequences of choices. Its teachings are timeless, applicable to all
aspects of daily life, and aim to develop godly character.
Proverbs highlights the importance of wisdom as a gift from God and
a guide for navigating life’s challenges. By contrasting the paths of
the wise and the foolish, the book challenges readers to pursue
understanding, discipline, and integrity. Ultimately, Proverbs points
to Jesus Christ as the embodiment of wisdom, calling believers to live
according to God’s Word.

Introduction

Wisdom for Living a Godly Life

CHAPTER TWENTY - PROVERB
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The book begins with an introduction to its purpose: to impart
wisdom, discipline, and understanding (Proverbs 1:2–3). The fear of
the Lord is identified as the beginning of knowledge, while fools are
described as despising wisdom and instruction (Proverbs 1:7).
This foundational principle sets the tone for the entire book,
emphasizing that true wisdom begins with reverence for God.
Wisdom is portrayed as both practical and spiritual, providing
guidance for moral decision-making and personal growth.
This section calls readers to seek wisdom as a treasure,
acknowledging its source in God and its value for a fruitful life.

The Call to Wisdom 
Required Reading - Proverbs 1:1–7

Warnings Against Foolishness 
Required Reading - Proverbs 1:8–33

Proverbs contrasts wisdom with foolishness, beginning with a
warning against the influence of sinners. The author advises young
people to resist the enticement of evil companions who seek quick
gain through violence and deceit (Proverbs 1:10–19).
Wisdom is personified as a woman calling out in public, offering
guidance to those willing to listen (Proverbs 1:20–23). However,
those who reject wisdom face calamity and destruction,
underscoring the consequences of ignoring God’s instructions
(Proverbs 1:24–33).
This section teaches the importance of heeding wisdom’s call and
avoiding the paths of folly and destruction.
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Wisdom offers numerous rewards, including protection,
understanding, and righteousness. The chapter begins with an
appeal to seek wisdom diligently, as one would search for hidden
treasures (Proverbs 2:4).
Those who acquire wisdom are promised guidance in walking
uprightly and discernment to avoid the paths of the wicked (Proverbs
2:7–12). Wisdom protects against moral corruption, including the
seduction of the adulterous woman, and leads to a life of integrity
(Proverbs 2:16–20).
This section highlights the benefits of pursuing wisdom and trusting
in God’s provision for moral clarity and safety.

The Rewards of Wisdom 
Required Reading - Proverbs 2

Trusting the Lord and Submitting to His Ways 
Required Reading - Proverbs 3

Chapter 3 offers a series of admonitions, beginning with the well-
known command to “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). Acknowledging
God in all ways leads to His guidance and blessings (Proverbs 3:6).
The chapter extols the value of wisdom, describing it as more
precious than silver or gold and as a source of long life, peace, and
favor with God and man (Proverbs 3:13–18).
It also emphasizes discipline as a sign of God’s love, likening His
correction to that of a loving father (Proverbs 3:11–12).
This chapter encourages wholehearted trust in God’s wisdom and
His sovereign plan for life.

Page 123



The Contrast Between Wisdom and Folly 
Required Reading - Proverbs 4

Proverbs 4 emphasizes the importance of adhering to wisdom and
avoiding the path of the wicked. The fatherly advice begins with a
plea to embrace instruction and wisdom as a life-giving treasure
(Proverbs 4:5–7).
The chapter contrasts the path of the righteous, described as a
shining light that grows brighter, with the way of the wicked,
characterized by darkness and stumbling (Proverbs 4:18–19). The
reader is urged to guard their heart, for it is the wellspring of life, and
to keep their eyes fixed on the path of righteousness (Proverbs 4:23–
27).
This section illustrates the divergent outcomes of wisdom and folly.
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Warnings About Sexual Immorality 
Required Reading- Proverb 5–7

These chapters provide detailed warnings about the dangers of
sexual immorality, particularly the allure of the adulterous woman.
Proverbs 5 urges faithfulness in marriage, comparing a loving
spouse to a satisfying fountain, while warning that infidelity leads
to ruin (Proverbs 5:15–23).
Proverbs 6 highlights the destructive consequences of adultery,
including dishonor and jealousy (Proverbs 6:32–35). Proverbs 7
vividly describes the seduction of a young man by an adulterous
woman, illustrating the peril of yielding to temptation (Proverbs
7:6–27).
These warnings emphasize the importance of self-control,
discernment, and honoring God’s design for relationships.



Wisdom’s Invitation 
Required Reading - Proverbs 8

Wisdom is personified as a woman calling out to humanity, offering
instruction and guidance. She declares that her words are righteous
and true, providing understanding to those who seek her (Proverbs
8:6–9).
Wisdom describes her role in creation, affirming her eternal
presence with God and her delight in His works (Proverbs 8:22–
31). The chapter concludes with a call to heed wisdom’s voice,
promising life and favor from the Lord to those who listen (Proverbs
8:32–35).
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The Invitation of Wisdom and Folly 
Required Reading - Proverbs 9

Proverbs 9 contrasts the invitations of wisdom and folly. Wisdom
prepares a feast, calling people to leave their simple ways and walk
in understanding (Proverbs 9:1–6). Her invitation leads to life and
insight.
Folly, personified as a loud and ignorant woman, also calls out but
leads her followers into sin and death (Proverbs 9:13–18). This
chapter emphasizes the consequences of choosing wisdom over
folly, highlighting the eternal significance of such decisions.



Proverbs on Speech and Conduct 
Required Reading - Proverbs 10–12

These chapters provide numerous sayings contrasting wise and
foolish speech and behavior. Wise speech brings life and healing,
while foolish words cause harm (Proverbs 10:11; 12:18).
Righteous living is described as a secure foundation, while
wickedness leads to ruin (Proverbs 10:25). Diligence is praised as the
path to prosperity, whereas laziness brings poverty (Proverbs 10:4–
5).
These Proverbs encourage integrity, kindness, and self-discipline as
marks of a godly life.
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The Value of Righteousness 
Required Reading - Proverbs 13–15

Proverbs 13–15 emphasize the blessings of righteousness and the
pitfalls of wickedness. Righteousness guards the way of the upright,
while the pursuit of sin leads to destruction (Proverbs 13:6).
The chapters highlight the importance of wise counsel, humility, and
a gentle answer, which turns away wrath (Proverbs 15:1). The fear of
the Lord is upheld as the foundation of life and wisdom (Proverbs
15:33).
These teachings inspire a commitment to live in alignment with God’s
will.



Warnings Against Pride and Strife 
Required Reading - Proverbs 16–19

These chapters focus on the dangers of pride and the value of
humility. Proverbs 16:18 warns, “Pride goeth before destruction, and
a haughty spirit before a fall.”
Contentment and peace are praised, while strife and anger are
condemned (Proverbs 17:1; 19:11). The chapters also highlight the
importance of wise counsel, discipline, and trust in God’s sovereignty
(Proverbs 16:9).
This section encourages humility and reliance on God’s guidance.

Page 127

Wisdom in Everyday Life 
Required Reading - Proverbs 20–31

The final chapters of Proverbs address various aspects of daily life,
including justice, honesty, and relationships. Proverbs 31 concludes
with the portrait of the virtuous woman, who embodies wisdom,
diligence, and godliness (Proverbs 31:10–31).
Throughout these chapters, wisdom is shown as practical and
essential for navigating life’s complexities. They encourage
faithfulness, kindness, and reverence for God in all endeavors.



The Book of Proverbs offers timeless wisdom for living a godly life.
By emphasizing the fear of the Lord as the foundation of wisdom,
Proverbs teaches believers to pursue righteousness, humility, and
understanding. Its practical guidance addresses all aspects of life,
encouraging trust in God and obedience to His Word. Proverbs
ultimately points to Jesus Christ as the embodiment of divine
wisdom, calling believers to live in alignment with His truth.
Through diligent study and application, Proverbs equips believers
to navigate life’s challenges with integrity and faith, reflecting God’s
character in their actions and choices

Conclusion
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Reflective Questions

What is the foundational principle of
wisdom in Proverbs?

1.

How does Proverbs contrast wisdom and
folly?

2.

What warnings does Proverbs give about
relationships and speech?

3.

How does Proverbs describe the rewards of
pursuing wisdom?

4.

What lessons can be learned from the
virtuous woman in Proverbs 31?

5.
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The Book of Ecclesiastes, traditionally attributed to Solomon,
explores the quest for meaning and purpose in life. Written from the
perspective of the “Preacher” (Qoheleth), the book examines the
emptiness of human pursuits apart from God. Ecclesiastes reflects
deeply on life’s brevity, uncertainties, and seeming contradictions,
offering a sobering yet hopeful perspective.
The Preacher declares that all human endeavors, whether wealth,
wisdom, or pleasure, are ultimately “vanity,” or meaningless, without
a relationship with God. However, the book concludes with the
affirmation that life finds its true purpose in fearing God and keeping
His commandments.
Ecclesiastes challenges readers to confront life’s transient nature and
align their lives with eternal values. Its reflections on mortality, work,
and joy encourage believers to trust in God’s sovereignty, find
contentment in His gifts, and live faithfully, knowing that God will
bring every deed into judgment.

Introduction

The Search for Meaning in Life

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE
ECCLESIASTES
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The book begins with the Preacher’s declaration that “all is vanity”
(Ecclesiastes 1:2). Observing the cycles of nature and human activity,
he concludes that life under the sun is repetitive and ultimately futile
(Ecclesiastes 1:4–11). Despite pursuing wisdom, the Preacher finds
that increased knowledge brings sorrow, as it cannot solve life’s
ultimate mysteries (Ecclesiastes 1:18).
In chapter 2, the Preacher recounts his pursuit of pleasure, wealth,
and great accomplishments, only to find them meaningless. Even
hard work, he notes, leaves its fruits to others who may not value
them (Ecclesiastes 2:18–19). This section emphasizes that worldly
achievements and pleasures cannot provide lasting fulfillment.

The Futility of Human Endeavors 
Required Reading - Ecclesiastes 1:1–2:26

God’s Sovereignty and the Seasons of Life 
Required Reading - Ecclesiastes 3:1–15

Ecclesiastes 3 presents a poetic reflection on life’s seasons, affirming
that every activity has its proper time and place under heaven
(Ecclesiastes 3:1–8). The Preacher acknowledges God’s sovereignty
over time and events, declaring that He has “made everything
beautiful in his time” and placed eternity in human hearts
(Ecclesiastes 3:11).
This section highlights the mystery of God’s purposes, which are
beyond human understanding. It encourages believers to accept life’s
changing seasons with trust in God’s plan and to find joy in the
present, knowing that God will bring all things to completion in His
perfect timing
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The Preacher critiques the pursuit of wealth and material
possessions, describing it as “vanity and vexation of spirit”
(Ecclesiastes 4:4). He observes the emptiness of selfish ambition and
the isolation it brings, contrasting it with the benefits of
companionship and mutual support (Ecclesiastes 4:9–12).
In chapter 5, he warns against loving riches, noting that wealth does
not bring satisfaction and often leads to anxiety (Ecclesiastes 5:10–
12). He also highlights the fleeting nature of wealth, which can be
lost through misfortune or death (Ecclesiastes 5:14–16). This section
teaches the futility of placing trust in material possessions and the
need to find contentment in God’s provision.

The Vanity of Wealth and Materialism 
Required Reading - Ecclesiastes 4:1–6:12
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The Limits of Human Wisdom 
Required Reading - Ecclesiastes 7:1–12:8

The Preacher explores the value and limitations of human wisdom.
While wisdom is better than folly and provides guidance for
navigating life’s challenges, it cannot fully explain life’s mysteries or
prevent death (Ecclesiastes 7:11–12). The Preacher advises a
balanced approach, avoiding extremes of righteousness or
wickedness (Ecclesiastes 7:16–18).
He acknowledges the unpredictability of life, where the righteous
and the wicked alike face uncertain outcomes (Ecclesiastes 9:11–12).
This section reminds believers that human wisdom is limited and that
true understanding comes only from trusting in God’s infinite wisdom
and sovereignty.



The Joy of Life as God’s Gift 
Required Reading - Ecclesiastes 2:24–26;

5:18–20; 8:15
Amid reflections on life’s futility, the Preacher encourages finding joy
in God’s gifts. He notes that eating, drinking, and enjoying one’s
labor are blessings from God, given to those who please Him
(Ecclesiastes 2:24–26). He emphasizes the value of simple pleasures,
which bring contentment when received with gratitude (Ecclesiastes
5:18–20).
This perspective calls believers to appreciate life as a gift from God
and to find satisfaction in His provision, recognizing that true joy
comes from living in relationship with Him.
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The Fear of God as the Foundation of Life
Required Reading - Ecclesiastes 12:9–14

The conclusion of Ecclesiastes centers on the ultimate purpose of
life: “Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). The Preacher affirms that God
will bring every deed into judgment, motivating believers to live
faithfully and reverently (Ecclesiastes 12:14).
This final chapter summarizes the book’s message, emphasizing
that life’s meaning is found not in human pursuits but in aligning
with God’s will. It calls readers to live with an eternal perspective,
trusting in God’s justice and mercy.
Ecclesiastes offers timeless lessons about the transient nature of
life and the need for a relationship with God. It reminds believers to
avoid placing ultimate value in wealth, achievements, or human
wisdom, which cannot satisfy the soul. Instead, it encourages
gratitude for God’s daily blessings and trust in His sovereignty.



Conclusion
Ecclesiastes reflects deeply on life’s meaning, urging believers to
trust God amid its uncertainties and transient nature. The book
emphasizes that human pursuits apart from God are futile and that
true fulfillment comes from fearing Him and keeping His
commandments. By acknowledging God’s sovereignty and
embracing His gifts with gratitude, believers can find joy and
purpose. Ecclesiastes calls readers to live with an eternal
perspective, recognizing that God will bring every deed into
judgment. Ultimately, the book points to Christ, the source of true
wisdom and the fulfillment of humanity’s longing for meaning.
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Reflective Questions

What is the central theme of Ecclesiastes, as
introduced in chapter 1?

1.

How does Ecclesiastes describe God’s
sovereignty over time and events?

2.

What warnings does Ecclesiastes give about
the pursuit of wealth and materialism?

3.

How does the Preacher encourage believers
to find joy in life?

4.

What is the ultimate conclusion of
Ecclesiastes about the purpose of life?

5.
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The Song of Solomon, also known as the Song of Songs, is a poetic
celebration of love and intimacy between a bride and her
bridegroom. Traditionally attributed to Solomon, this book employs
rich and vivid imagery to express the beauty of marital love. While its
primary focus is on the relationship between a man and a woman, it
also symbolizes the deeper relationship between God and His
people, or Christ and His Church.
The book is structured as a series of dialogues between the bride, the
bridegroom, and a chorus, depicting the joy, longing, and fulfillment
found in their union. It emphasizes the sanctity and exclusivity of love
within the covenant of marriage, presenting it as a gift from God.
Song of Solomon teaches that love is a divine creation, powerful and
enduring, requiring commitment and selflessness. It also invites
believers to reflect on God’s covenant love for His people.

Introduction

Love and Devotion in Human
Relationships and Toward God

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO 
SONG OF SOLOMON
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The Song opens with the bride expressing her deep affection for the
bridegroom, saying, “Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for
thy love is better than wine” (Song of Solomon 1:2). She admires his
character and rejoices in their relationship, reflecting the delight
found in pure love.
The bridegroom reciprocates by praising the bride’s beauty and
uniqueness, describing her as “the fairest among women” (Song of
Solomon 1:8). Their mutual admiration highlights the value of
affirming and cherishing one another in a loving relationship.
This section underscores love’s beauty, purity, and the joy of being
valued and desired.

The Beauty of Love 
Required Reading - Song of Solomon 1:1–2:7

The Invitation of Love 
Required Reading - Song of Solomon 2:8–3:5

The bridegroom invites the bride to join him, comparing her to a dove
and inviting her to enjoy the beauty of spring (Song of Solomon
2:10–13). This poetic imagery symbolizes love’s vitality and the
desire to be together.
However, the bride also experiences a period of longing when she
cannot find her beloved (Song of Solomon 3:1–3). Her search
emphasizes the depth of their connection and the yearning for
closeness. When she finds him, she declares, “I held him, and would
not let him go” (Song of Solomon 3:4). 
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The narrative shifts to the wedding procession, portraying the
bridegroom as a king and the bride as his beloved adorned in
splendor (Song of Solomon 3:11). The celebration of their union
reflects the sacredness of marriage.
The bridegroom praises the bride’s beauty in exquisite detail,
describing her as “altogether lovely” (Song of Solomon 4:7). Their
union is consummated, symbolizing the fulfillment of love within the
covenant of marriage.
This section emphasizes the sanctity of marriage as a divine
institution, celebrating the physical, emotional, and spiritual unity it
brings.

The Joy of Marriage 
Required Reading - Song of Solomon 3:6–5:1

Challenges and Growth in Love 
Required Reading - Song of Solomon 5:2–6:13

The bride recounts a dream in which she hesitates to open the door
to her beloved, only to find him gone when she seeks him (Song of
Solomon 5:2–6). This separation reflects the challenges and
misunderstandings that can arise in relationships.
Despite the distance, the bride remains devoted, expressing
admiration for her beloved and seeking him earnestly (Song of
Solomon 5:10–16).
The bridegroom, in turn, reaffirms his love, calling her “beautiful, O
my love, as Tirzah” (Song of Solomon 6:4).
This section illustrates the importance of perseverance, forgiveness,
and reaffirming commitment in overcoming relational challenges.
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The Strength and Exclusivity of Love 
Required Reading - Song of Solomon 7:1–8:4

The bridegroom praises the bride’s beauty and grace, delighting in
her presence and expressing his desire for her (Song of Solomon
7:6–9). Their mutual affection reveals the joy and fulfillment of
exclusive, committed love.
In chapter 8, the bride declares, “Set me as a seal upon thine heart…
for love is strong as death” (Song of Solomon 8:6). This declaration
emphasizes the strength, permanence, and exclusivity of true love,
portraying it as unyielding and priceless.
This section teaches that love requires dedication and wholehearted
devotion, mirroring the covenant relationship between God and His
people.
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Conclusion

The Song of Solomon celebrates love’s beauty, joy, and sanctity,
presenting it as a gift from God. It highlights the importance of
mutual affirmation, commitment, and exclusivity in relationships,
offering practical insights into marital love. Spiritually, the book
reflects God’s covenant love for His people, illustrating the depth of
His devotion and calling believers to respond with faithfulness.
Song of Solomon reminds us that true love—both human and divine
—is powerful, enduring, and life-giving. It points to Jesus Christ as
the ultimate Bridegroom, whose love for His Church is the model for
all relationships.



Reflective Questions

How does the book describe the beauty and
purity of love?

1.

What is the significance of the bride’s
longing for her beloved?

2.

How does the Song of Solomon portray the
sanctity of marriage?

3.

What lessons can be drawn about
overcoming challenges in relationships?

4.

How does Song of Solomon reflect God’s
love for His people?

5.
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The Book of Isaiah, written by the prophet Isaiah, is a profound and
complex work that spans themes of judgment, redemption, and hope.
Addressed to Judah and Jerusalem during a time of moral decay and
political instability, Isaiah’s prophecies confront the nation’s rebellion
while pointing to God’s plan for restoration through His promised
Messiah.
The book is often divided into two main sections: chapters 1–39
focus on judgment against sin and the call to repentance, while
chapters 40–66 emphasize comfort, deliverance, and the hope of
salvation. Isaiah’s vivid imagery, poetic language, and messianic
prophecies make it a cornerstone of biblical theology.
Isaiah portrays God as holy, sovereign, and faithful, demonstrating
His justice in judgment and His mercy in redemption. The book
ultimately points to Jesus Christ as the suffering servant and
triumphant King, offering hope to all who trust in Him.

Introduction

God’s Judgment and Redemption

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE
ISAIAH
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The book opens with a rebuke of Judah’s rebellion and a call to
repentance. God laments their empty religious rituals and calls them
to pursue justice and righteousness (Isaiah 1:16–17). Despite their
sin, He offers hope, saying, “Though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18).
Isaiah’s prophetic ministry begins with a vision of God’s holiness in
the Temple (Isaiah 6:1–4). Overwhelmed by his unworthiness, Isaiah
exclaims, “Woe is me! For I am undone” (Isaiah 6:5). God cleanses
him with a burning coal and commissions him to proclaim His
message, even to a hardened people (Isaiah 6:8–13).
This section highlights God’s holiness, the seriousness of sin, and the
call to faithful service

Isaiah’s Call and the Vision of God’s Holiness 
Required Reading - Isaiah 1–6

Judgment and Redemption for Judah
and the Nations 

Required Reading - Isaiah 7–23

Isaiah addresses Judah’s leaders, urging them to trust in God rather
than foreign alliances. In chapter 7, the prophecy of a virgin giving
birth to “Immanuel” (“God with us”) foretells the coming Messiah, a
sign of God’s presence and deliverance (Isaiah 7:14).
Isaiah also prophesies judgment against surrounding nations,
including Babylon, Moab, and Egypt, emphasizing God’s sovereignty
over all peoples (Isaiah 13–23). These oracles reveal that God’s
justice extends beyond Judah, holding all nations accountable for
their actions.
This section encourages trust in God’s power and promises, even
amid uncertainty and fear

Page 142



The Hope of the Messianic Kingdom 
Required Reading - Isaiah 9, 11

Amid prophecies of judgment, Isaiah offers glimpses of hope through
the promise of a coming King. Chapter 9 proclaims, “For unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is given,” describing the Messiah as the
“Prince of Peace” who will establish an everlasting kingdom (Isaiah
9:6–7).
In chapter 11, the Messiah is depicted as a shoot from the stump of
Jesse (David’s lineage), filled with the Spirit of the Lord. His reign will
bring justice, peace, and restoration to creation (Isaiah 11:1–9).
These prophecies point to Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of God’s
redemptive plan.
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God’s Comfort and Promise of Redemption 
Required Reading - Isaiah 40–48

The tone of Isaiah shifts in chapter 40, offering comfort to God’s
people in exile. “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,” begins a
message of hope and restoration (Isaiah 40:1). God’s power is
extolled, as He is described as the Creator who strengthens the
weary (Isaiah 40:28–31).
Chapters 42–48 introduce the Servant of the Lord, a figure who
brings justice to the nations and delivers Israel. Despite Israel’s
unfaithfulness, God promises to redeem them for His glory (Isaiah
43:1–7). He declares His sovereignty, saying, “I am the Lord, and
there is none else” (Isaiah 45:5).
This section emphasizes God’s faithfulness and His power to restore
His people.



The Suffering Servant and the Promise
of Salvation 

Required Reading - Isaiah 49–53

Isaiah’s Servant Songs (chapters 49–53) portray the Messiah as the
Servant of the Lord, who brings salvation through suffering. In
chapter 53, the Servant bears the sins of humanity: “He was
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities”
(Isaiah 53:5).
The Servant’s sacrifice brings healing and reconciliation, fulfilling
God’s plan for redemption. This vivid prophecy points directly to
Jesus Christ and His atoning death on the cross.
This section reveals the depth of God’s love and the cost of
salvation, calling believers to trust in the Servant’s redemptive
work.
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The Glorious Future of God’s People 
Required Reading - Isaiah 54–66

The final chapters of Isaiah describe the future restoration and glory
of God’s people. Chapter 54 compares Israel to a barren woman
who rejoices in God’s redemption. Chapter 55 extends an invitation
to all who thirst, proclaiming the abundance of God’s mercy.
Isaiah 60–62 envision a renewed Jerusalem, where nations bring
their wealth and God’s light shines forever. Chapter 65 speaks of a
new heaven and a new earth, where God dwells with His people
and wipes away their sorrows (Isaiah 65:17–25).
This section inspires hope in God’s ultimate plan for restoration and
eternal fellowship with His people.
Isaiah remains a source of comfort and guidance, reminding
believers of God’s power to redeem and restore.
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Conclusion

The Book of Isaiah reveals God’s holiness, justice, and mercy,
portraying Him as both judge and redeemer. Through prophecies of
judgment and visions of restoration, Isaiah calls believers to trust in
God’s sovereignty and embrace His plan for salvation. The book’s
messianic prophecies point to Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of
God’s promises, offering hope for all who trust in Him. Isaiah
encourages believers to live in light of God’s redemptive work,
pursuing righteousness and finding comfort in His faithfulness. Its
message is timeless, calling all generations to worship and trust the
sovereign Lord.



Reflective Questions

What vision led to Isaiah’s commissioning as
a prophet?

1.

How does Isaiah describe the Messiah’s role
in chapters 9 and 11?

2.

What comfort does Isaiah offer to exiles in
chapter 40?

3.

How does the prophecy of the Suffering
Servant in Isaiah 53 point to Jesus Christ?

4.

What is the significance of Isaiah’s vision of
a new heaven and new earth?

5.
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The Book of Jeremiah records the prophetic ministry of Jeremiah,
often called the “weeping prophet,” who served during Judah’s final
years before the Babylonian exile. Speaking to a nation steeped in
idolatry and rebellion, Jeremiah warned of impending judgment while
also offering hope for restoration. His messages spanned the reigns
of Judah’s last kings and the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC.
Jeremiah’s prophecies highlight God’s holiness, justice, and mercy.
While calling Judah to repentance, he also proclaims God’s
faithfulness to His covenant and His plan to restore His people after
their exile. The book contains warnings, laments, and promises of a
new covenant.
Jeremiah’s life and ministry exemplify faithfulness in the face of
opposition and rejection. His writings challenge believers to confront
sin, trust in God’s promises, and find hope in His redemptive plan,
which points forward to Jesus Christ, the mediator of the new
covenant.

Introduction

The Call to Repentance and the
Hope of Restoration

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR
JEREMIAH
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Jeremiah’s prophetic ministry begins with a personal encounter with
God. God calls Jeremiah while he is still young, declaring, “Before I
formed thee in the belly I knew thee” (Jeremiah 1:5). Though
Jeremiah expresses reluctance, citing his youth, God assures him of
His presence and equips him for the task (Jeremiah 1:6–8).
God gives Jeremiah a vision of an almond tree, symbolizing His
readiness to act, and a boiling pot, representing the coming judgment
from the north (Jeremiah 1:11–14). Jeremiah is appointed as “a
prophet unto the nations” to uproot and plant, reflecting the dual
nature of his message—judgment and restoration.
This chapter emphasizes God’s sovereignty in calling and equipping
His servants and highlights the importance of obedience to His will.

Jeremiah’s Call and Commission 
Required Reading - Jeremiah 1

Judah’s Unfaithfulness and God’s Judgment
Required Reading - Jeremiah 2–6

Jeremiah begins by recounting God’s faithfulness and Judah’s
betrayal. Judah is likened to an unfaithful spouse who has abandoned
God for worthless idols, described as broken cisterns that cannot hold
water (Jeremiah 2:13). Despite God’s calls to return, Judah remains
stubborn and defiant (Jeremiah 3:12–13).
Chapters 4–6 warn of the consequences of Judah’s sin, including
invasion and destruction. Jeremiah describes the coming judgment as
a whirlwind and a refining fire, emphasizing that it is both inevitable
and necessary for purifying the nation (Jeremiah 4:6–7; 6:27–30).
This section illustrates the seriousness of sin and the necessity of
repentance, calling believers to remain faithful to God. Page 148



The Potter and the Clay: God’s Sovereignty 
Required Reading - Jeremiah 18

In one of Jeremiah’s most vivid illustrations, God instructs him to visit
a potter’s house. The potter shapes and reshapes the clay,
symbolizing God’s sovereignty over nations and individuals (Jeremiah
18:1–6). Just as the potter has authority over the clay, God has the
right to shape and direct the destinies of His people.
The message is both a warning and an invitation: if a nation repents,
God will relent from judgment, but persistent rebellion will lead to
destruction (Jeremiah 18:7–10). This analogy highlights God’s justice
and mercy, calling believers to submit to His will.
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The New Covenant: A Promise of Restoration
Required Reading - Jeremiah 31

Jeremiah’s prophecies of judgment are balanced by promises of hope
and restoration. Chapter 31 contains one of the most significant
messianic prophecies, the promise of a new covenant. Unlike the old
covenant, which was broken, the new covenant will be written on the
hearts of God’s people (Jeremiah 31:31–33).
This covenant emphasizes an intimate relationship with God, where
all will know Him and receive forgiveness of sins (Jeremiah 31:34).
This prophecy points forward to Jesus Christ, who inaugurates the
new covenant through His death and resurrection (Luke 22:20).
This section reveals God’s faithfulness and His ultimate plan for
redemption.



Jeremiah’s Personal Struggles and Laments
Required Reading - Jeremiah 12, 20

Jeremiah’s ministry is marked by deep personal struggles, as he
faces rejection, persecution, and loneliness. In chapter 12, he
questions God’s justice, asking why the wicked prosper while the
righteous suffer (Jeremiah 12:1). God responds by challenging
Jeremiah to persevere and trust in His greater plan (Jeremiah 12:5–
6).
In chapter 20, Jeremiah expresses despair, lamenting the ridicule he
faces as a prophet. Despite his anguish, he declares, “But the Lord
is with me as a mighty terrible one” (Jeremiah 20:11). Jeremiah’s
honesty in his prayers reveals the depth of his relationship with God
and his unwavering faith.
This section encourages believers to bring their struggles to God,
trusting in His strength and presence.
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The Fall of Jerusalem and the Exile 
Required Reading - Jeremiah 39

Jeremiah’s warnings of judgment culminate in the fall of Jerusalem
to the Babylonians in 586 BC. King Zedekiah ignores Jeremiah’s
counsel, leading to the city’s destruction and the exile of its people
(Jeremiah 39:1–9). Jeremiah is spared and remains in Judah,
continuing to minister to the remnant (Jeremiah 39:11–14).
The fall of Jerusalem fulfills God’s warnings, demonstrating the
consequences of persistent sin and rebellion. However, it also sets
the stage for God’s promises of restoration, as He preserves a
remnant through whom His purposes will be accomplished.
Jeremiah’s writings call us to align our lives with God’s purposes
and find hope in His faithfulness.



Conclusion

The Book of Jeremiah reveals God’s holiness, justice, and mercy
through its dual themes of judgment and restoration. Jeremiah’s
prophetic ministry calls believers to repentance and faithfulness,
while his personal struggles highlight the cost of obedience. The
promise of the new covenant in Jeremiah 31 points to Jesus Christ,
offering hope for redemption and a restored relationship with God.
Jeremiah’s life and messages challenge us to confront sin, trust in
God’s promises, and persevere in our faith. Ultimately, the book
assures us of God’s unchanging commitment to His people and His
sovereign plan for salvation.
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Reflective Questions

How does Jeremiah’s call in chapter 1
emphasize God’s sovereignty?

1.

What does the metaphor of the potter and
the clay teach about God’s authority?

2.

How does the new covenant in Jeremiah 31
differ from the old covenant?

3.

What lessons can be learned from
Jeremiah’s personal struggles as a prophet?

4.

How does the fall of Jerusalem demonstrate
both judgment and hope?

5.
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The Book of Lamentations, traditionally attributed to the prophet
Jeremiah, is a poetic reflection on the destruction of Jerusalem in 586
BC and the resulting anguish of the people. Written in the form of
five lament poems, the book vividly portrays the pain and suffering
caused by sin and judgment while expressing a deep longing for
God’s mercy.
Lamentations alternates between expressions of grief and
declarations of hope in God’s faithfulness. The poems acknowledge
God’s justice in bringing judgment upon Judah while pleading for His
restoration and mercy.
Central to the book is the affirmation that God’s steadfast love and
faithfulness endure even in the darkest times. Lamentations
challenges believers to confront the consequences of sin, trust in
God’s unchanging character, and seek His restoration. Its message of
hope amid despair points forward to the ultimate redemption found
in Jesus Christ.

Introduction

A Cry of Sorrow and Hope in God’s
Faithfulness

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE
LAMENTATION
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The first poem opens with a sorrowful depiction of Jerusalem as a
desolate city. Once full of people and glory, she is now likened to a
grieving widow, abandoned and humiliated (Lamentations 1:1). The
city’s inhabitants are in exile, and her enemies mock her downfall
(Lamentations 1:5–7).
The poem attributes Jerusalem’s suffering to her sins, describing her
as unclean and rebellious (Lamentations 1:8). Despite her cries for
comfort, no one comes to her aid. The chapter ends with an appeal to
God for justice against her enemies (Lamentations 1:20–22).
This section illustrates the devastating consequences of sin and the
pain of separation from God.

The Sorrow of Jerusalem’s Fall 
Required Reading - Lamentations 1

God’s Judgment on His People 
Required Reading - Lamentations 2

The second poem reflects on God’s judgment against Jerusalem. The
poet describes God’s anger as a consuming fire, bringing destruction
to the city, its Temple, and its people (Lamentations 2:1–3). The vivid
imagery conveys the intensity of the suffering, with children and
infants fainting in the streets (Lamentations 2:11–12).
The poet acknowledges that this judgment comes directly from
God’s hand due to the people’s unfaithfulness (Lamentations 2:17).
The chapter ends with a desperate plea for God to see their suffering
and hear their cries for help (Lamentations 2:18–20).
This section emphasizes God’s justice and the need for repentance
amid judgment.

Page 154



Hope in God’s Faithfulness 
Required Reading - Lamentations 3

Chapter 3 shifts from lament to a profound declaration of hope. The
poet, speaking in the first person, describes his personal anguish,
feeling as though God has turned against him (Lamentations 3:1–18).
However, he then recalls God’s character, declaring, “It is of the
Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions
fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness”
(Lamentations 3:22–23).
The poet encourages waiting patiently for God’s salvation, affirming
that the Lord does not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men
(Lamentations 3:25–33). He acknowledges the need for repentance
and trust in God’s mercy (Lamentations 3:39–42).
This chapter highlights God’s steadfast love as the foundation of
hope amid suffering
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The Consequences of Sin 
Required Reading - Lamentations 4

The fourth poem returns to the theme of Jerusalem’s suffering,
describing the severe consequences of sin. The poet laments the loss
of glory and dignity among the city’s leaders, priests, and children
(Lamentations 4:1–5). He recounts the horrors of famine and the
desperate actions of the people during the siege (Lamentations 4:9–
10).
The chapter attributes this suffering to the sins of the prophets and
priests, who led the people astray (Lamentations 4:13). Despite the
intensity of the judgment, the poet expresses confidence that God
will eventually bring an end to His anger and restore His people
(Lamentations 4:22).
This section serves as a warning about the far-reaching effects of sin
and the hope of eventual restoration.



A Plea for Restoration 
Required Reading - Lamentations 5

The final chapter is a communal prayer for God’s mercy and restoration.
The people cry out to God, recounting their suffering and the humiliation
they have endured under foreign oppressors (Lamentations 5:1–7). They
acknowledge their guilt and the burden of their ancestors’ sins.
The prayer ends with a plea for God to renew their days as of old and
not abandon them forever: “Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we
shall be turned; renew our days as of old” (Lamentations 5:21). Despite
their despair, the prayer reflects a longing for reconciliation with God.
This chapter emphasizes the importance of seeking God’s mercy and
restoration through repentance.
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Conclusion
The Book of Lamentations vividly portrays the pain of judgment and the
consequences of sin while affirming the hope of God’s mercy and
restoration. Through its poetic laments, it encourages believers to
confront their grief, acknowledge God’s justice, and seek His
forgiveness. The book’s central message of God’s steadfast love and
faithfulness provides comfort and hope in the midst of despair.
Lamentations calls believers to trust in God’s promises and rely on His
character, pointing forward to the ultimate redemption found in Jesus
Christ. It reminds us that even in suffering, God’s mercy is new every
morning.



Reflective Questions

How does the first chapter of Lamentations
describe Jerusalem’s condition after its fall?

1.

What does chapter 2 reveal about God’s
judgment and its cause?

2.

How does Lamentations 3 provide hope
amid suffering?

3.

What are the consequences of sin as
described in chapter 4?

4.

How does the communal prayer in chapter 5
express a desire for restoration?

5.
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The Book of Ezekiel, authored by the prophet Ezekiel, records visions
and prophecies given to him during the Babylonian exile. Ezekiel’s
ministry spans a period of immense upheaval, as Jerusalem faces
destruction, and the people of Judah endure captivity. The book
highlights themes of God’s glory, justice, and the hope of restoration.
Ezekiel is known for its vivid imagery and symbolic actions,
emphasizing God’s holiness and the seriousness of sin. It portrays
God as a sovereign judge who disciplines His people but also as a
merciful restorer who promises to renew them and dwell among
them.
The book is divided into three sections: prophecies of judgment on
Judah, oracles against the nations, and visions of Israel’s future
restoration. Ezekiel calls believers to recognize God’s holiness, turn
from sin, and trust in His redemptive plan. Its visions of restoration
point forward to Christ as the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promises.

Introduction

God’s Glory in Judgment and
Restoration

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX
EZEKIEL
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Ezekiel begins with a majestic vision of God’s glory, described as a
stormy wind, flashing fire, and a radiant throne (Ezekiel 1:4–28). This
vision emphasizes God’s sovereignty and holiness, inspiring awe and
reverence.
God commissions Ezekiel as a watchman for Israel, tasked with
delivering His messages of judgment and hope. God warns Ezekiel of
the people’s rebellion but assures him of divine strength to fulfill his
mission (Ezekiel 2:3–8).
The image of a scroll filled with words of lamentation, mourning, and
woe, which Ezekiel is commanded to eat, symbolizes the prophet’s
role in internalizing and proclaiming God’s Word (Ezekiel 3:1–3). This
section highlights the seriousness of Ezekiel’s calling and the
overwhelming glory of God.

Ezekiel’s Call and Vision of God’s Glory 
Required Reading - Ezekiel 1–3

Prophecies of Judgment Against Judah 
Required Reading - Ezekiel 4–24

Ezekiel delivers vivid messages of judgment against Judah, often using
symbolic actions to convey God’s warnings. In chapter 4, Ezekiel builds
a model of Jerusalem under siege and lies on his side to symbolize the
nation’s sins and impending judgment (Ezekiel 4:1–8). These dramatic
acts illustrate the certainty of God’s discipline.
Chapters 8–11 recount Ezekiel’s vision of idolatry in the Temple,
revealing the extent of Judah’s unfaithfulness. The departure of God’s
glory from the Temple signifies the breaking of the covenant and the
impending destruction of Jerusalem (Ezekiel 10:18–19).
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Oracles Against the Nations 
Required Reading - Ezekiel 25–32

Ezekiel turns his focus to surrounding nations, pronouncing God’s
judgment on Ammon, Moab, Edom, Philistia, Tyre, Sidon, and Egypt.
These nations are condemned for their pride, violence, and mockery
of Israel’s downfall (Ezekiel 25:3–8).
The detailed judgment of Tyre, a wealthy and proud trading nation,
illustrates the dangers of arrogance and self-reliance (Ezekiel 28:2–
5). Similarly, Egypt is judged for its false confidence and failure to
acknowledge God’s sovereignty (Ezekiel 29:9–12).
These oracles reveal that God’s authority extends over all nations
and that He holds them accountable for their actions.
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The New Covenant and the Shepherd-
King Required Reading - Ezekiel 34

Ezekiel 34 contrasts the unfaithful shepherds of Israel—leaders
who failed to care for God’s people—with God as the true
Shepherd. God promises to gather His scattered flock, protect
them, and provide them with a righteous Shepherd, a prophecy
fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Ezekiel 34:23–24).
This chapter emphasizes God’s care and sovereignty as the
Shepherd-King who restores His people and leads them to peace
and security. It calls believers to trust in Christ as the Good
Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep (John 10:11).



Chapter 37 contains one of Ezekiel’s most famous visions: the
valley of dry bones. God asks Ezekiel if the bones can live, and as
Ezekiel prophesies, the bones come together, are covered with
flesh, and are filled with breath, symbolizing the restoration of Israel
(Ezekiel 37:1–10).
This vision represents God’s power to bring new life to a spiritually
dead people. 
The breath, or spirit, signifies the renewal of God’s covenant and
the restoration of His people in their land (Ezekiel 37:14).
Here we see God’s ability to bring life and hope out of despair,
pointing to His ultimate plan of redemption through Christ.

The Vision of the Valley of Dry Bones 
Required Reading - Ezekiel 37
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The Vision of a Restored Temple 
Required Reading - Ezekiel 40–48

The final chapters of Ezekiel describe a vision of a new Temple,
symbolizing God’s restored presence among His people. The
detailed measurements and descriptions emphasize God’s order
and holiness (Ezekiel 40:1–42:20).
Chapter 43 describes the return of God’s glory to the Temple,
signifying reconciliation and renewed fellowship with His people.
The vision concludes with the river of life flowing from the Temple,
representing spiritual renewal and abundance (Ezekiel 47:1–12).
This section points to the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promises in
Christ, who provides access to God’s presence and the living water
of eternal life.
Ezekiel’s vision of the Shepherd-King and the restored Temple
points to Jesus Christ, who brings reconciliation and eternal
fellowship with God. The book calls believers to trust in God’s 



Conclusion

The Book of Ezekiel reveals God’s glory, justice, and mercy through
vivid visions and powerful messages. It calls believers to recognize
the seriousness of sin, trust in God’s sovereignty, and hope in His
promise of restoration. Ezekiel’s prophecies of the Shepherd-King
and the valley of dry bones emphasize God’s power to renew and
redeem His people, pointing to Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of
these promises. The book challenges believers to live in obedience,
proclaim God’s truth, and find assurance in His unchanging
character. Ezekiel’s message remains timeless, offering hope and
encouragement for all who seek God.
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Reflective Questions

What is the significance of Ezekiel’s vision of
God’s glory in chapter 1?

1.

How does the departure of God’s glory from
the Temple in chapters 10–11 symbolize
Judah’s judgment?

2.

What does the vision of the valley of dry
bones in chapter 37 represent?

3.

How does Ezekiel 34 describe God’s care for
His people as the Shepherd-King?

4.

What is the significance of the restored
Temple and the river of life in chapters 40–
48?

5.
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The Book of Daniel is a narrative and prophetic work that highlights
God’s sovereignty over human history and His faithfulness to His
people. Written during the Babylonian exile, Daniel recounts the lives
of Daniel and his three friends as they remain faithful to God amid a
foreign and hostile culture. The book also contains apocalyptic
visions that reveal God’s ultimate plan for establishing His eternal
kingdom.
Daniel emphasizes themes of steadfast faith, divine intervention, and
the triumph of God’s kingdom over earthly powers. The narratives of
the fiery furnace, the lions’ den, and the handwriting on the wall
showcase God’s protection and judgment.
The prophetic sections outline God’s plan for human history,
including the rise and fall of empires and the coming of the Messiah.
Daniel challenges believers to trust in God’s sovereignty, live
faithfully amid trials, and anticipate His ultimate victory over evil.

Introduction

Faithfulness Amid Persecution and the
Sovereignty of God

CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN
DANIEL
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The book opens with Daniel and his friends—Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah—taken captive to Babylon during King Nebuchadnezzar’s
reign. Despite being placed in a pagan culture and offered the king’s
food, they resolve to remain faithful to God by refusing to defile
themselves (Daniel 1:8).
God blesses their obedience, granting them knowledge, wisdom, and
favor. Daniel, in particular, is gifted with the ability to interpret
dreams (Daniel 1:17). By the end of the chapter, they stand out
above all others in the king’s court (Daniel 1:20).
This chapter underscores the importance of remaining faithful to
God’s commands, even in challenging circumstances, and trusting
Him for strength and provision

Faithfulness in Babylon 
Required Reading - Daniel 1

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream and God’s
Sovereignty Required Reading - Daniel 2

King Nebuchadnezzar has a troubling dream that none of his wise
men can interpret. Daniel prays with his friends for God’s revelation,
and God answers by revealing the dream and its interpretation
(Daniel 2:17–19).
The dream of a statue made of various materials represents
successive kingdoms, culminating in a rock that destroys the statue
and becomes a great mountain, symbolizing God’s eternal kingdom
(Daniel 2:44). Daniel declares, “The God of heaven shall set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed” (Daniel 2:44).
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Deliverance in the Fiery Furnace 
Required Reading - Daniel 3

Nebuchadnezzar erects a golden image and commands all to
worship it. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refuse, declaring their
trust in God’s power to save them, but affirming their faith even if He
does not deliver them (Daniel 3:16–18).
They are thrown into a fiery furnace, but God delivers them, and a
fourth figure, resembling “the Son of God,” appears with them in the
fire (Daniel 3:25). Nebuchadnezzar recognizes God’s power and
praises Him for their deliverance (Daniel 3:28).
This chapter demonstrates God’s presence with His people in trials
and His power to deliver them, encouraging unwavering faith.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Humbling and God’s Rule 
Required Reading - Daniel 4

Nebuchadnezzar has a second dream of a great tree that is cut
down, symbolizing his pride and eventual humbling. Daniel interprets
the dream, warning the king to repent (Daniel 4:27).
Despite the warning, Nebuchadnezzar exalts himself, and God
humbles him by making him live like a beast for seven years. After
acknowledging God’s sovereignty, Nebuchadnezzar’s sanity is
restored, and he praises the “King of heaven” (Daniel 4:37).
This illustrates God’s authority over rulers and the necessity of
humility before Him
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The Writing on the Wall: Judgment on
Belshazzar 

Required Reading - Daniel 5

Under King Darius, Daniel rises to a position of prominence,
prompting jealousy among other officials. They conspire to trap
Daniel by convincing the king to issue a decree forbidding prayer to
any god or man except the king. Daniel continues to pray to God,
resulting in his arrest and placement in a lions’ den (Daniel 6:10–
16).
God sends an angel to shut the lions’ mouths, delivering Daniel
unharmed. Darius acknowledges God’s power, declaring, “He is the
living God, and steadfast forever” (Daniel 6:26). This chapter shows
God’s protection of those who remain faithful to Him.

Faith in the Lions’ Den 
Required Reading - Daniel 6

Belshazzar, Nebuchadnezzar’s successor, defiles the sacred vessels
from the Jerusalem Temple during a feast, showing contempt for
God (Daniel 5:1–4). A mysterious hand writes on the wall, and
Daniel is summoned to interpret the message (Daniel 5:13–16).
The inscription “Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin” declares God’s
judgment: Belshazzar’s kingdom has been weighed, found wanting,
and will be divided (Daniel 5:26–28). That night, Babylon falls to
the Medes and Persians (Daniel 5:30–31).
This demonstrates God’s justice in holding rulers accountable for
their actions.
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The latter half of Daniel contains apocalyptic visions, including the
vision of four beasts representing kingdoms and the “Ancient of
Days,” who presides over judgment (Daniel 7:9–10). The vision
culminates with the Son of Man receiving an everlasting dominion
(Daniel 7:13–14).
Daniel’s visions in chapters 8–12 reveal detailed prophecies about
future events, including the rise of Persia and Greece, the
desecration of the Temple by Antiochus IV, and the ultimate
triumph of God’s kingdom.
These visions affirm God’s sovereignty over history and point to
Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan.

Visions of Future Kingdoms and the
Messiah 

Required Reading - Daniel 7–12
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Conclusion
Daniel highlights God’s sovereignty, faithfulness, and ultimate
victory over earthly powers. Through narratives of divine
deliverance and apocalyptic visions of future events, Daniel
encourages believers to trust in God amid trials and persecution.
The book demonstrates that God is in control of history and will
establish His eternal kingdom through Jesus Christ. Daniel’s
steadfast faith and unwavering commitment to God serve as a
model for believers living in challenging times. The message of
Daniel is timeless, calling us to remain faithful to God, trust in His
promises, and anticipate the triumph of His kingdom.



Reflective Questions

How did Daniel and his friends demonstrate
faithfulness to God in Babylon?

1.

What does Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the
statue in chapter 2 reveal about God’s
sovereignty?

2.

How did God deliver Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego from the fiery furnace?

3.

What is the significance of the writing on the
wall in chapter 5?

4.

How do Daniel’s visions in chapters 7–12
point to God’s ultimate plan for
redemption?

5.
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The Book of Hosea is a vivid portrayal of God’s steadfast love and
faithfulness despite Israel’s persistent unfaithfulness. Hosea, the first
of the Minor Prophets, ministered during a time of spiritual decay,
political instability, and moral corruption in the northern kingdom of
Israel. His life and message illustrate the covenant relationship
between God and His people.
God commands Hosea to marry Gomer, an unfaithful wife, as a
symbol of Israel’s spiritual adultery through idolatry. Hosea’s
relationship with Gomer reflects God’s enduring love for Israel
despite their sin. The book alternates between prophecies of
judgment for Israel’s rebellion and promises of restoration based on
God’s mercy.
Hosea’s central theme is God’s covenant love, which remains
unbroken even when His people fail. The book challenges believers
to examine their faithfulness to God, repent of idolatry, and trust in
His redemptive plan through Jesus Christ.

Introduction

God’s Unfailing Love Amid His People’s
Unfaithfulness

CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT
HOSEA
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The book begins with God commanding Hosea to marry Gomer, an
unfaithful woman, as a prophetic act symbolizing Israel’s
unfaithfulness (Hosea 1:2). Gomer’s infidelity mirrors Israel’s idolatry,
as they forsake God for false gods.
Hosea and Gomer’s children receive symbolic names reflecting
Israel’s condition: Jezreel (God will scatter), Lo-Ruhamah (no mercy),
and Lo-Ammi (not my people) (Hosea 1:4–9). These names
emphasize God’s judgment but also foreshadow His promise of
restoration (Hosea 1:10–11).
In chapter 3, Hosea redeems Gomer, symbolizing God’s unrelenting
love and His plan to restore Israel. This section reveals God’s
willingness to forgive and redeem His people, calling them back to
covenant faithfulness.

Hosea’s Marriage: A Symbol of God’s Covenant Love 
Required Reading - Hosea 1–3

Israel’s Unfaithfulness and God’s Judgment 
Required Reading - Hosea 4–7

Hosea confronts Israel’s unfaithfulness, accusing them of lacking
knowledge of God and breaking His covenant (Hosea 4:1–2). Their
idolatry, immorality, and dependence on foreign alliances are
condemned as spiritual adultery (Hosea 4:12–14).

Chapters 5–7 describe the consequences of Israel’s rebellion,
including political instability and divine judgment. God compares
Israel to a morning cloud and chaff blown by the wind, emphasizing
their fleeting devotion (Hosea 6:4).
Despite their sin, God expresses His desire for repentance and
genuine relationship: “For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the
knowledge of God more than burnt offerings” (Hosea 6:6). This
section calls believers to sincere worship and covenant faithfulness.
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The Futility of Idolatry and False Security 
Required Reading - Hosea 8–10

Hosea warns Israel of the futility of trusting in idols and foreign
powers. He declares, “For they have sown the wind, and they shall
reap the whirlwind” (Hosea 8:7), illustrating the destructive
consequences of their actions.
Chapter 9 describes the coming exile as punishment for their idolatry
and rejection of God’s Word. Israel is likened to a vine that once
flourished but is now barren due to their sin (Hosea 10:1–2).
These chapters emphasize the emptiness of relying on anything
other than God and the inevitable judgment that follows
unfaithfulness. Believers are reminded to place their trust solely in
God.
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God’s Redeeming Love 
Required Reading - Hosea 11

Chapter 11 shifts to a poignant expression of God’s love for Israel.
God recalls how He cared for Israel like a father nurturing a child,
leading them out of Egypt and teaching them to walk (Hosea 11:1–
4).
Despite their rebellion, God’s compassion prevails: “How shall I give
thee up, Ephraim? … My heart is turned within me, my repentings
are kindled together” (Hosea 11:8). This chapter reveals the depth
of God’s love and His reluctance to give up on His people.
God’s unwavering love points to His ultimate plan for redemption
through Jesus Christ, who embodies God’s mercy and faithfulness.



Hosea concludes with a call to repentance, urging Israel to return to
the Lord: “Take with you words, and turn to the Lord” (Hosea 14:2).
He promises healing, renewal, and restoration for those who repent
(Hosea 14:4–7).
God’s love is contrasted with Israel’s deceit and rebellion, but His
mercy offers hope for transformation. 
The book ends with an invitation to understand God’s ways and
walk in them: “The ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall
walk in them” (Hosea 14:9).
This chapter highlights God’s readiness to forgive and restore those
who turn back to Him.

A Call to Repentance and Restoration 
Required Reading - Hosea 12–14
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Conclusion

The Book of Hosea illustrates God’s unfailing love and faithfulness
amid His people’s unfaithfulness. Through Hosea’s prophetic life
and message, the book reveals the seriousness of sin, the
consequences of idolatry, and the hope of restoration through
repentance. Hosea challenges believers to confront their spiritual
adultery, turn back to God, and trust in His redeeming love. The
book ultimately points to Jesus Christ, who fulfills God’s covenant
promises and offers eternal reconciliation. Hosea reminds us that
God’s mercy is greater than our failures and calls us to live in
faithfulness and love toward Him.



Reflective Questions

How does Hosea’s marriage to Gomer
symbolize God’s relationship with Israel?

1.

What does God desire more than sacrifices,
as stated in Hosea 6:6?

2.

How does the imagery of sowing and
reaping in Hosea 8 illustrate the
consequences of sin?

3.

What does Hosea 11 reveal about God’s love
and compassion for His people?

4.

How does the conclusion of Hosea
encourage repentance and restoration?

5.
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The Book of Joel is a prophetic call to repentance and a vivid
depiction of God’s judgment and mercy. Written during a time of
national crisis, Joel uses a locust plague as a metaphor for divine
judgment. The book emphasizes the theme of “the Day of the Lord,”
a period of judgment and salvation that calls for repentance and
spiritual renewal.
Joel is structured in three sections: the immediate crisis of the locust
plague, a call to repentance, and promises of restoration and future
blessings. It highlights God’s sovereignty over nature and history, His
justice in judgment, and His faithfulness in redemption.
Joel also contains one of the Bible’s most significant prophecies,
foretelling the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, fulfilled at Pentecost
(Joel 2:28–32; Acts 2:17–21). The book challenges believers to
respond to God’s call with humility, trust in His mercy, and readiness
for His ultimate return.

Introduction

The Day of the Lord: Judgment and
Restoration

CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE
JOEL
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Joel opens with a vivid description of a locust plague that has
devastated the land, destroying crops, trees, and the nation’s
agricultural economy (Joel 1:4). The locusts are likened to an invading
army, leaving the land barren and the people desolate (Joel 1:6–7).
The prophet calls the elders and inhabitants to reflect on the severity
of the disaster, asking if anything like this has occurred in their days
(Joel 1:2). The destruction impacts every aspect of life, including
worship, as offerings in the Temple cease due to the lack of grain and
wine (Joel 1:9).
We can see the far-reaching consequences of sin and serves as a
wake-up call for the nation to turn back to God here.

The Devastation of the Locust Plague 
Required Reading - Joel 1:1–12

A Call to Repentance 
Required Reading - Joel 1:13–20

Joel urges the priests and people to mourn, fast, and cry out to the
Lord in repentance. He calls for a sacred assembly to seek God’s
mercy and intervention (Joel 1:13–14). The crisis is described as “the
day of the Lord,” a time of divine judgment (Joel 1:15).
The prophet acknowledges the devastation caused by the locusts,
including the suffering of animals and the drying up of streams (Joel
1:17–20). This vivid imagery underscores the need for national
repentance and reliance on God’s mercy.
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The Day of the Lord and God’s Judgment 
Required Reading - Joel 2:1–11

Joel warns of an impending “day of the Lord,” described as great and
terrible. Using apocalyptic imagery, he portrays an advancing army
that brings destruction like the locusts, symbolizing God’s judgment
(Joel 2:2–3). The invaders are relentless and overwhelming, leaving
behind desolation (Joel 2:9–10).
The prophet calls the people to recognize the seriousness of their
situation and respond with urgency. He declares, “The day of the
Lord is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?” (Joel 2:11). This
section emphasizes God’s holiness and the certainty of His judgment
against sin.

A Call to Return to the Lord 
Required Reading - Joel 2:12–17

In the midst of impending judgment, Joel issues a call to return to the
Lord with all their hearts. He encourages fasting, weeping, and
mourning as expressions of genuine repentance (Joel 2:12). The
prophet declares, “Rend your heart, and not your garments,”
emphasizing inward transformation over outward ritual (Joel 2:13).
Joel reminds the people of God’s character: “gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and of great kindness” (Joel 2:13). He urges the
priests to intercede for the nation, asking God to spare His people
and restore their relationship with Him (Joel 2:17).
This section reveals God’s readiness to forgive and restore those
who turn back to Him in humility.
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In response to the people’s repentance, God promises to restore the
land and bless His people. He declares, “I will restore to you the
years that the locust hath eaten,” signifying the reversal of the
devastation caused by the plague (Joel 2:25).
God assures them of His presence and provision, removing their
shame and making them a testimony of His faithfulness (Joel 2:26–
27). The restoration of the land symbolizes God’s ability to heal and
renew His people.
This section highlights God’s mercy and His commitment to
redeeming and blessing those who trust in Him.

God’s Promise of Restoration 
Required Reading - Joel 2:18–27
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The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
Required Reading - Joel 2:28–32

Joel prophesies a future outpouring of the Holy Spirit, saying, “I will
pour out my spirit upon all flesh,” leading to dreams, visions, and
prophetic revelations (Joel 2:28). This promise is fulfilled at
Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 2, marking the beginning of the
Church age.
The prophecy includes signs in the heavens and on earth, pointing
to the ultimate “day of the Lord” when God will bring final judgment
and salvation (Joel 2:30–31). Joel assures that “whosoever shall call
on the name of the Lord shall be delivered” (Joel 2:32).
This section underscores God’s plan for salvation and the universal
availability of His Spirit to all who believe



The Restoration of God’s People
and Final Judgment 

Required Reading - Joel 3

The book concludes with a vision of God’s final judgment and the
restoration of His people. God promises to gather the nations for
judgment in the valley of Jehoshaphat, where He will vindicate His
people and repay their oppressors (Joel 3:2–3).
Joel describes a time of abundance and peace for God’s people,
with wine, milk, and water flowing freely (Joel 3:18). The Lord will
dwell in Zion, signifying His eternal presence with His people (Joel
3:21).
This chapter offers hope and assurance of God’s ultimate victory
over evil and His faithfulness to His covenant promises.
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Conclusion

The Book of Joel emphasizes the themes of judgment, repentance,
and restoration. Through the imagery of the locust plague and the
promise of the Holy Spirit, Joel reveals God’s sovereignty, justice,
and mercy. The book challenges believers to respond to God’s call
with genuine repentance and trust in His faithfulness. Joel’s
prophecy of the outpouring of the Spirit points to the work of Christ
and the establishment of the Church. Ultimately, Joel reminds
believers to prepare for the “day of the Lord,” live faithfully, and find
hope in God’s redemptive plan.



Reflective Questions

How does Joel use the locust plague to
illustrate God’s judgment?

1.

What does Joel emphasize about
repentance in chapter 2?

2.

What promise of restoration does God give
in response to repentance?

3.

How is the prophecy of the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit fulfilled in the New
Testament?

4.

What does Joel 3 reveal about God’s final
judgment and restoration?

5.
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The Book of Amos delivers a sobering message of judgment and
justice, emphasizing God’s concern for righteousness and equity.
Amos, a shepherd and fig tree farmer from Tekoa, is called by God to
prophesy to the northern kingdom of Israel during a time of economic
prosperity but spiritual decay. While Israel thrived materially, they
were guilty of idolatry, social injustice, and superficial worship.
Amos’s prophecies highlight the themes of God’s sovereignty over all
nations, His justice in holding them accountable, and His demand for
authentic worship reflected in righteous living. Through visions and
oracles, Amos warns Israel of impending judgment if they fail to
repent.
Despite its strong tone of condemnation, Amos offers hope, pointing
to the restoration of David’s kingdom. The book challenges believers
to align their worship with God’s standards of justice and
righteousness, calling them to live in a way that honors Him and
serves others.

Introduction

Justice and Righteousness: The
Heart of True Worship

CHAPTER THIRTY
AMOS
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Amos begins by pronouncing judgment on Israel’s neighboring
nations, including Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and Moab.
Each nation is condemned for specific acts of violence, cruelty, and
betrayal (Amos 1:3–2:3). For example, Damascus is judged for brutal
oppression, while Edom is condemned for relentless hostility against
Israel (Amos 1:11–12).
These judgments emphasize God’s sovereignty over all nations and
His demand for justice. The repetition of “For three transgressions…
and for four” highlights the nations’ persistent sinfulness and God’s
patience before judgment.
This section warns that no nation is exempt from God’s
accountability, underscoring His universal standards of justice.

God’s Judgment on the Nations 
Required Reading - Amos 1:1–2:3

Judgment on Israel’s Unfaithfulness 
Required Reading - Amos 2:4–16

Amos shifts his focus to Judah and Israel, holding them accountable
for their covenant unfaithfulness. Judah is condemned for rejecting
God’s law and following lies, while Israel faces harsher judgment for
oppressing the poor, engaging in sexual immorality, and corrupting
justice (Amos 2:6–8).
God reminds Israel of His past deliverance and blessings, which they
have taken for granted (Amos 2:9–11). Despite their privileges, they
have turned away from Him, leading to their inevitable judgment
(Amos 2:13–16).
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The Call to Repentance 
Required Reading - Amos 3:1–6:14

Amos calls Israel to recognize their unique relationship with God and
their responsibility to reflect His character (Amos 3:1–2). He warns
that their wealth and religious practices cannot shield them from
judgment, as their sin has corrupted every aspect of society (Amos
4:1–5).
The prophet uses vivid imagery to describe God’s efforts to call Israel
to repentance, including famine, drought, and pestilence, yet they
have not returned to Him (Amos 4:6–11). In chapter 5, Amos issues a
heartfelt plea: “Seek the Lord, and ye shall live” (Amos 5:6). He
condemns empty worship, declaring, “I hate, I despise your feast
days” (Amos 5:21), and calls for justice and righteousness to flow
like a mighty stream (Amos 5:24).
This section challenges believers to pursue genuine worship and live
in obedience to God’s standards of justice and compassion.

A Call to Return to the Lord 
Required Reading - Joel 2:12–17

Amos receives a series of visions that illustrate God’s impending
judgment on Israel. The vision of the plumb line symbolizes God’s
standard of righteousness, against which Israel has been found
wanting (Amos 7:7–9). The vision of the ripe fruit signifies that
Israel’s sin has reached its full measure, and judgment is imminent
(Amos 8:1–2).
Despite opposition from religious leaders, such as Amaziah the
priest, Amos remains steadfast in proclaiming God’s message
(Amos 7:10–15). The prophet warns of a coming famine, not of
food, but of hearing the Word of God, highlighting the spiritual
desolation that will accompany their judgment (Amos 8:11–12).
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Amos concludes with a message of hope, prophesying the
restoration of David’s fallen kingdom. God promises to rebuild the
ruins and bring about a time of prosperity and peace for His people
(Amos 9:11–12). This restoration includes the ingathering of
nations, pointing to the universal scope of God’s redemptive plan
(Amos 9:12; Acts 15:16–17).
The final verses describe a time of abundance and security, as God
plants His people in their land and assures them that they will never
again be uprooted (Amos 9:13–15). This promise foreshadows the
ultimate fulfillment of God’s kingdom through Jesus Christ.
This section offers hope for believers, reminding them of God’s
faithfulness and His plan for redemption.

The Hope of Restoration 
Required Reading - Amos 9:11–15
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The Character of God in Amos

Amos reveals God as a sovereign, just, and compassionate ruler.
His justice demands accountability for sin, whether among Israel or
the nations. However, His judgments are tempered by His desire for
repentance and restoration (Amos 5:4, 9:11–15).
God’s concern for justice and righteousness reflects His character
and His expectations for His people. Amos’s emphasis on social
justice challenges believers to align their lives with God’s priorities,
demonstrating His love and compassion through acts of fairness
and care for the vulnerable.
This section highlights the balance of God’s justice and mercy,
calling believers to trust in His righteous rule.



Lessons from Amos for Believers Today

Amos challenges believers to examine their worship and ensure it
aligns with God’s standards of justice and righteousness. It warns
against complacency, idolatry, and hypocrisy, calling for genuine
repentance and a life that reflects God’s character.
The book also emphasizes the importance of social justice,
reminding believers of their responsibility to care for the poor,
advocate for fairness, and stand against oppression. Amos’s
message of restoration offers hope, pointing to Jesus Christ as the
fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan.
Believers are encouraged to live faithfully, pursue justice, and trust
in God’s promises, knowing that His kingdom will prevail.

Page 185

Conclusion

The Book of Amos delivers a timeless message about the
importance of justice, righteousness, and authentic worship.
Through vivid imagery and bold proclamations, Amos calls God’s
people to repent of their sins, care for the vulnerable, and live in
alignment with His will. The book warns of the certainty of
judgment for unfaithfulness but also offers hope for restoration
through God’s mercy. Amos challenges believers to reflect God’s
character in their lives, pursuing justice and righteousness as
expressions of true worship. Ultimately, Amos points to Christ, who
fulfills God’s promise of redemption and establishes His eternal
kingdom.



Reflective Questions

How does Amos demonstrate God’s
sovereignty over all nations in chapters 1–2?

1.

What does Amos emphasize about the
relationship between worship and justice?

2.

How does the vision of the plumb line in
chapter 7 illustrate God’s standard of
righteousness?

3.

What does Amos’s prophecy of a famine of
God’s Word in chapter 8 signify?

4.

How does the conclusion of Amos point to
hope and restoration?

5.
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The Book of Obadiah, the shortest book in the Old Testament,
delivers a powerful message of God’s justice and sovereignty.
Directed against Edom, a nation descended from Esau, it condemns
their pride and hostility toward Judah, their brother nation descended
from Jacob. Obadiah prophesies the downfall of Edom and the
restoration of God’s people, emphasizing the themes of divine
judgment and the ultimate triumph of God’s kingdom.
Edom’s sin of pride, violence, and indifference during Judah’s
calamity illustrates the dangers of arrogance and betrayal. Obadiah
assures that God will hold all nations accountable for their actions,
declaring that “the day of the Lord is near upon all the heathen”
(Obadiah 1:15).
The book concludes with a vision of hope, promising that God’s
kingdom will be established, and His people will be restored.
Obadiah challenges believers to trust in God’s sovereignty and align
their lives with His justice and mercy.

Introduction

The Sovereignty of God and the Justice
Against Edom

CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE
OBADIAH
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Obadiah opens with a declaration of God’s judgment against Edom.
Their pride is highlighted as the root of their downfall: “The pride of
thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the
rock” (Obadiah 1:3). Edom’s strategic location in the mountains gave
them a false sense of security, but God declares that He will bring
them down (Obadiah 1:4).
The prophet describes Edom’s coming destruction, emphasizing that
their allies will betray them, their wisdom will fail, and their mighty
men will be dismayed (Obadiah 1:7–9). This section underscores the
futility of pride and self-reliance in the face of God’s judgment.

The Judgment Against Edom 
Required Reading - Obadiah 1:1–9

Edom’s Violence Against Judah 
Required Reading - Obadiah 1:10–14

Edom is condemned for their actions during Judah’s time of distress.
Instead of aiding their brother nation, Edom rejoiced in Judah’s
suffering, looted their possessions, and handed over survivors to their
enemies (Obadiah 1:11–14).
The prophet highlights Edom’s betrayal as particularly grievous
because of their familial ties to Judah. By standing aloof and
participating in Judah’s downfall, Edom violated the bonds of kinship
and justice.
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The Day of the Lord: Judgment on All Nations
Required Reading - Obadiah 1:15–16

Obadiah transitions from addressing Edom specifically to declaring a
universal message: “For the day of the Lord is near upon all the
heathen” (Obadiah 1:15). This day will bring judgment on all nations
for their sins, holding them accountable for their actions.
The principle of divine retribution is emphasized: “As thou hast done,
it shall be done unto thee” (Obadiah 1:15). Edom’s judgment
becomes a warning to all nations that God’s justice is impartial and
inevitable.
This explains God’s sovereignty over the nations and His
commitment to upholding righteousness and justice.

The Restoration of Israel 
Required Reading - Obadiah 1:17–20

Amid the pronouncement of judgment, Obadiah offers a message of
hope for Judah. Mount Zion is described as a place of deliverance and
holiness, where God’s people will reclaim their inheritance (Obadiah
1:17).
The prophecy extends beyond Judah’s immediate restoration to
envision a time when Israel will possess the lands of their enemies,
including Edom, Philistia, and Samaria (Obadiah 1:19–20). 
This restoration reflects God’s faithfulness to His covenant and His
plan to vindicate His people.
This section encourages believers to trust in God’s promises, even
in the midst of judgment and suffering.
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The book concludes with a triumphant declaration: “And the
kingdom shall be the Lord’s” (Obadiah 1:21). This final verse affirms
God’s ultimate sovereignty and His plan to establish His kingdom
over all nations.
The deliverers on Mount Zion represent God’s agents of justice and
restoration, who will rule in alignment with His will. This vision
points forward to the coming of Christ, who inaugurates God’s
kingdom and reigns as the ultimate King.
This section reminds believers of the certainty of God’s victory and
calls them to live as citizens of His eternal kingdom.

The Kingdom of the Lord 
Required Reading - Obadiah 1:21
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Conclusion

The Book of Obadiah highlights God’s justice, sovereignty, and
faithfulness through its condemnation of Edom’s pride and betrayal
and its promise of restoration for Israel. It warns against arrogance
and indifference, emphasizing the need for compassion and
righteousness. Obadiah challenges believers to trust in God’s
sovereign rule, recognizing that He holds all nations accountable
and works to fulfill His redemptive plan. The book concludes with
the assurance of God’s ultimate victory, pointing to Christ as the
fulfillment of His kingdom. Obadiah inspires hope and calls
believers to live faithfully in light of God’s justice and mercy.



Reflective Questions

Why is Edom condemned in the Book of
Obadiah?

1.

What does Obadiah reveal about the
dangers of pride and self-reliance?

2.

How does the “day of the Lord”
demonstrate God’s justice for all nations?

3.

What hope does Obadiah offer to God’s
people in verses 17–20?

4.

How does the conclusion of Obadiah point
to God’s ultimate sovereignty?

5.
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The Book of Jonah is a powerful narrative highlighting God’s
sovereignty, mercy, and concern for all people, not just Israel. Jonah,
a prophet called by God, is tasked with delivering a message of
repentance to Nineveh, a great but wicked Assyrian city. However,
Jonah’s reluctance and subsequent journey reveal his struggle with
accepting God’s compassion for Israel’s enemies.
Through Jonah’s disobedience, a miraculous deliverance from a great
fish, and Nineveh’s repentance, the book underscores the breadth of
God’s mercy. Jonah’s personal journey exposes the dangers of pride
and prejudice, calling believers to align their hearts with God’s.
The book’s themes challenge readers to reflect on their attitudes
toward God’s universal love and their willingness to obey His
commands. Ultimately, Jonah points to Jesus Christ, who embodies
God’s mercy and calls all nations to repentance. The story invites
believers to trust in God’s sovereignty and extend His grace to
others.

Introduction

God’s Mercy for All Nations

CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO
JONAH
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The book begins with God commanding Jonah to go to Nineveh and
preach against its wickedness (Jonah 1:1–2). Instead of obeying,
Jonah flees to Tarshish, attempting to escape from God’s presence
(Jonah 1:3). His flight demonstrates a refusal to accept God’s
mission, likely due to his prejudice against Nineveh.
As Jonah sails, God sends a great storm, threatening the ship and its
crew. Jonah admits his disobedience and instructs the sailors to
throw him overboard to calm the storm (Jonah 1:12). Reluctantly,
they do so, and the storm ceases. Jonah is swallowed by a great fish,
where he remains for three days and three nights (Jonah 1:17).
This chapter highlights God’s sovereignty over nature and His pursuit
of His servant, calling believers to trust in His plans and respond with
obedience.

Jonah’s Commission and Flight 
Required Reading - Jonah 1:1–17

Jonah’s Prayer and Deliverance 
Required Reading - Jonah 2:1–10

Inside the belly of the fish, Jonah prays a heartfelt prayer of
repentance and thanksgiving. He acknowledges God’s deliverance,
saying, “When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord:
and my prayer came in unto thee” (Jonah 2:7). Jonah recognizes that
salvation belongs to the Lord (Jonah 2:9).
God hears Jonah’s prayer and commands the fish to vomit him onto
dry land, giving him a second chance to fulfill his mission (Jonah
2:10). This chapter emphasizes God’s mercy and willingness to
forgive those who repent.
Jonah’s prayer serves as a model for believers, demonstrating the
importance of seeking God’s mercy in times of distress.
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Jonah’s Mission to Nineveh 
Required Reading - Jonah 3:1–10

God reaffirms His command for Jonah to go to Nineveh, and this time
Jonah obeys (Jonah 3:1–3). He enters the city and proclaims, “Yet
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown” (Jonah 3:4). His
message is simple but effective, as the people of Nineveh believe
God and repent.
The king of Nineveh issues a decree, calling for fasting, prayer, and
turning from wickedness in the hope that God will relent from
judgment (Jonah 3:7–9). God sees their repentance and spares the
city (Jonah 3:10).
This chapter reveals the power of repentance and God’s mercy for all
who turn to Him, regardless of their background.
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Jonah’s Anger and God’s Compassion 
Required Reading - Jonah 4:1–11

Despite Nineveh’s repentance, Jonah is displeased and angry,
revealing his struggle with God’s mercy toward Israel’s enemies
(Jonah 4:1–2). He laments, “I knew that thou art a gracious God, and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness” (Jonah 4:2). Jonah’s
reaction contrasts with God’s compassion and underscores the
prophet’s self-centered perspective.
God uses a plant to teach Jonah a lesson. The plant provides Jonah
with shade, but God causes it to wither, prompting Jonah to mourn
its loss (Jonah 4:6–8). God compares Jonah’s concern for the plant to
His own compassion for the people of Nineveh, including 120,000
who “cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand”
(Jonah 4:11).
This chapter challenges believers to align their hearts with God’s,
embracing His love and mercy for all people



Jonah as a Foreshadowing of Christ

Jonah’s three days in the fish foreshadow the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ, who spent three days in the tomb (Matthew 12:40).
While Jonah’s mission brought repentance and temporary
deliverance to Nineveh, Jesus’ sacrifice provides eternal salvation for
all who believe.
The book points to Jesus as the ultimate demonstration of God’s
mercy, fulfilling the message of Jonah by offering forgiveness and
redemption to all nations. Jonah’s story invites believers to look to
Christ as the source of true hope and salvation.
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Conclusion

The Book of Jonah reveals God’s sovereignty, mercy, and
compassion for all people. Through Jonah’s journey and Nineveh’s
repentance, the book demonstrates the power of God’s Word, the
importance of obedience, and the universal availability of His mercy.
Jonah’s struggles with God’s plan challenge believers to align their
hearts with His, embracing His love for all nations. Ultimately, Jonah
points to Jesus Christ, whose death and resurrection provide the
ultimate fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan. The story encourages
believers to trust in God’s character, share His message of hope,
and reflect His mercy in their lives.



Reflective Questions

Why does Jonah initially flee from God’s
command?

1.

How does God demonstrate His mercy
toward Jonah in chapter 2?

2.

What is the significance of Nineveh’s
repentance in chapter 3?

3.

How does God use the plant in chapter 4 to
teach Jonah about compassion?

4.

How does Jonah’s story foreshadow the
work of Jesus Christ?

5.

Page 196



The Book of Micah is a prophetic message of judgment and
restoration, emphasizing God’s justice, mercy, and faithfulness.
Micah, a contemporary of Isaiah, ministered during a time of social
injustice, religious corruption, and moral decline in both Israel and
Judah. His prophecies address the leaders’ exploitation of the poor,
the idolatry of the people, and the impending judgment for their sins.
Micah’s message is structured around three cycles of judgment and
hope. He warns of God’s justice in punishing sin while also offering
visions of restoration and the coming of the Messiah. The book’s
most famous verse, Micah 6:8, summarizes God’s desire for His
people: “To do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God.”
Micah challenges believers to live lives of integrity, reflect God’s
character in their actions, and place their hope in His ultimate plan of
redemption through Christ.

Introduction

Divine Justice, Mercy, and the Hope of
Restoration

CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE
MICAH
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Micah opens with a declaration of God’s impending judgment against
Samaria and Jerusalem, the capitals of Israel and Judah (Micah 1:1).
The prophet vividly describes God’s power and holiness, as He
comes to judge the nations for their sins (Micah 1:3–4).
Samaria’s idolatry and Jerusalem’s corruption are condemned, with
specific references to their wealth gained through oppression (Micah
1:6–7). In chapter 2, Micah denounces the greedy who exploit the
vulnerable, warning that their actions will lead to destruction (Micah
2:1–5).
Despite the harsh warnings, Micah concludes this section with a
promise of restoration, where God will gather His people like a
shepherd (Micah 2:12–13). This section highlights God’s justice and
mercy, calling believers to repentance and trust in His care.

Judgment Against Injustice and Idolatry 
Required Reading - Micah 1:1–2:13

Condemnation of Corrupt Leaders and Prophets 
Required Reading - Micah 3:1–12

Micah directs his rebuke toward the leaders and prophets of Israel
and Judah, accusing them of injustice and self-serving behavior. The
rulers are likened to cannibals who “eat the flesh of my people”
through their exploitation (Micah 3:2–3). 
The prophets are condemned for speaking false messages in
exchange for money (Micah 3:5).
Micah warns that because of their corruption, Jerusalem will be
destroyed, and the Temple will become desolate (Micah 3:12). This
prophecy foreshadows the Babylonian exile and serves as a sobering
reminder of the consequences of moral decay.
This section underscores the importance of righteous leadership and
the responsibility of God’s people to uphold justice.
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The Promise of the Messiah and the
Kingdom of Peace 

Required Reading - Micah 4:1–5:15

Micah shifts from judgment to a vision of hope, foretelling a future
where God’s kingdom will be established, and nations will live in
peace (Micah 4:1–4). This vision includes the gathering of the
remnant and the restoration of Jerusalem as a center of worship
(Micah 4:6–8).
In chapter 5, Micah prophesies the coming of the Messiah, who will
be born in Bethlehem: “Out of thee shall he come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel” (Micah 5:2). This ruler will bring peace and
deliverance, defeating Israel’s enemies and shepherding His people
(Micah 5:4–5).
This part points to Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of God’s redemptive
plan and offers hope for believers in God’s ultimate victory.
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God’s Indictment and Requirements for His
People 

Required Reading - Micah 6:1–8
Micah presents a courtroom scene where God brings a case against
His people, recounting His faithfulness and their ingratitude (Micah
6:1–5). Despite God’s acts of deliverance, the people have turned to
empty rituals instead of sincere worship.
In response, Micah articulates what God truly desires: “To do justly,
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God” (Micah 6:8).
This verse encapsulates the heart of God’s requirements,
emphasizing ethical living, compassion, and a relationship with
Him.
This section challenges believers to prioritize inward transformation
and integrity over outward religious practices.



The Consequences of Sin 
Required Reading - Micah 6:9–7:7

Micah warns of the consequences of persistent sin, describing a
society rife with dishonesty, violence, and betrayal (Micah 6:10–12).
He proclaims that judgment is inevitable, as God cannot ignore their
wickedness (Micah 6:13).
In chapter 7, Micah laments the moral decay of the nation, declaring
that even close relationships are marked by distrust and corruption
(Micah 7:5–6). Yet, amid this despair, Micah expresses hope in God:
“I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my
God will hear me” (Micah 7:7).
This section reminds believers of the importance of trusting in
God’s justice and mercy, even in times of hardship.
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The Promise of Forgiveness and Restoration 
Required Reading - Micah 7:8–20

The book concludes with a message of hope, as Micah looks forward
to God’s restoration and forgiveness. He assures that God will bring
His people out of darkness and into light, vindicating them before
their enemies (Micah 7:8–10).
Micah celebrates God’s compassion and faithfulness, declaring,
“Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity?” (Micah 7:18).
He praises God’s commitment to His covenant promises, affirming
that He will cast their sins into the depths of the sea (Micah 7:19–20).
Micah’s prophecies of the Messiah and the kingdom of peace point to
Jesus Christ, offering hope for believers in God’s ultimate plan for
redemption. The book encourages trust in God’s faithfulness and
inspires believers to live with integrity, hope, and an eternal
perspective.



Conclusion

The Book of Micah reveals God’s justice, mercy, and faithfulness
through its message of judgment and restoration. It calls believers
to live lives of integrity, reflecting God’s character in their actions
and relationships. Micah’s prophecies of the Messiah and the
kingdom of peace point to Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of God’s
redemptive plan. The book challenges readers to prioritize justice,
mercy, and humility in their walk with God, offering hope in His
promises of forgiveness and restoration. Micah inspires believers to
trust in God’s sovereignty and align their lives with His will.
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Reflective Questions

What specific sins does Micah condemn in
chapters 1–2?

1.

How does Micah describe the
responsibilities of leaders and prophets in
chapter 3?

2.

What does Micah 5:2 reveal about the
coming Messiah?

3.

What does Micah 6:8 summarize about
God’s requirements for His people?

4.

How does the conclusion of Micah celebrate
God’s forgiveness and covenant
faithfulness?

5.
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The Book of Nahum is a prophetic declaration of judgment against
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. Written approximately a century after
Jonah’s ministry, Nahum addresses a nation that had returned to its
wicked ways after briefly repenting under Jonah’s message.
Nineveh’s arrogance, cruelty, and idolatry have led to its impending
destruction.
Nahum emphasizes God’s sovereignty, justice, and power to bring
down even the mightiest empires. The book contrasts God’s patience
and mercy with His righteousness in executing judgment on
unrepentant nations. While Nineveh faces destruction, Nahum offers
hope and comfort to Judah, assuring them of God’s protection and
deliverance.
Nahum’s vivid imagery and prophetic language highlight the
certainty and severity of God’s judgment. The book challenges
believers to trust in God’s justice, live in obedience to Him, and find
comfort in His sovereignty over all nations and circumstances.

Introduction

God’s Judgment on Nineveh: A
Sovereign and Just God

CHAPTER THIRTY-FOUR
NAHUM
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Nahum opens with a description of God’s character, emphasizing His
jealousy, vengeance, and power. “The Lord is slow to anger, and
great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked” (Nahum 1:3).
This verse captures the balance of God’s patience and His justice.
The chapter vividly describes God’s control over nature, with
mountains quaking and rivers drying at His command (Nahum 1:4–
6). These images illustrate His sovereignty over creation and His
ability to bring judgment upon the proud.
Despite the focus on Nineveh’s judgment, Nahum offers hope to
Judah: “The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble” (Nahum
1:7). This section reassures believers of God’s protection and justice
while warning against complacency in sin.

God’s Character and Judgment 
Required Reading - Nahum 1:1–15

The Fall of Nineveh Foretold 
Required Reading - Nahum 2:1–13

Chapter 2 provides a vivid description of Nineveh’s impending
destruction. The prophet envisions the city under siege, with
invading forces breaking through its defenses and carrying off its
treasures (Nahum 2:3–9). The imagery of chariots, shields, and
destruction conveys the ferocity of the attack.
Nineveh, once a powerful and wealthy city, is compared to a lion
whose den has been destroyed (Nahum 2:11–12). God declares,
“Behold, I am against thee,” underscoring the certainty of Nineveh’s
downfall (Nahum 2:13).
This section serves as a reminder that no nation, regardless of its
power, can stand against God’s judgment when it persists in
wickedness.
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The Reasons for Nineveh’s Judgment 
Required Reading - Nahum 3:1–7

Nahum enumerates Nineveh’s sins, including violence, deceit, and
exploitation. The city is described as a “bloody city, full of lies and
robbery” (Nahum 3:1). These transgressions have brought God’s
wrath upon them.
The prophet vividly depicts the destruction awaiting Nineveh, with
corpses piling up and nations recoiling at its downfall (Nahum 3:3–6).
The imagery emphasizes the thoroughness of God’s judgment and
the humiliation Nineveh will face.
God declares that He will expose Nineveh’s wickedness to the world,
leaving it as an example of divine justice (Nahum 3:5–7). This section
highlights the consequences of unrepentant sin and God’s
intolerance of injustice.
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The Certainty of Nineveh’s Destruction
Required Reading - Nahum 3:8–19

Nahum compares Nineveh to Thebes, a once-mighty city that fell
despite its strength and alliances (Nahum 3:8–10). The message is
clear: Nineveh’s defenses and allies will not save it from
destruction.
The chapter concludes with a series of taunts directed at Nineveh’s
leaders and inhabitants. The city’s fortifications will fail, its people
will flee, and its wealth will be plundered (Nahum 3:13–16).
Nineveh’s destruction is portrayed as complete and irreversible,
leaving it desolate and powerless (Nahum 3:19).
This section underscores the inevitability of God’s judgment against
nations that persist in pride and oppression.



Hope and Comfort for God’s People

Though Nahum focuses on Nineveh’s judgment, it also provides hope
for Judah. The book assures God’s people that He is aware of their
suffering under Assyrian oppression and will act to deliver them.
“Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings” (Nahum 1:15) celebrates the coming of peace and freedom.
For believers today, Nahum reminds us that God is a refuge in times
of trouble and that His justice will ultimately prevail. This hope
encourages faithfulness and perseverance, even amid trials and
challenges.
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Conclusion

Finally, the Book of Nahum proclaims God’s justice, sovereignty,
and faithfulness through its message of Nineveh’s judgment and
Judah’s deliverance. It serves as a warning against pride, cruelty,
and idolatry, reminding believers that no one is beyond God’s reach.
Nahum also offers hope to God’s people, assuring them of His
protection and justice. The book challenges believers to trust in
God’s character, live righteously, and find refuge in His care.
Ultimately, Nahum points to the certainty of God’s ultimate victory
over evil, inspiring faith and perseverance in the face of life’s
challenges.



Reflective Questions

How does Nahum describe God’s character
in chapter 1?

1.

What sins led to Nineveh’s judgment,
according to chapter 3?

2.

How does Nahum use the example of
Thebes to illustrate Nineveh’s fate?

3.

What message of hope does Nahum offer to
Judah?

4.

What lessons can believers learn from
Nineveh’s downfall?

5.
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The Book of Habakkuk is a profound dialogue between the prophet
Habakkuk and God, addressing questions about divine justice,
human suffering, and God’s sovereignty. Written during a time of
moral decline and impending Babylonian invasion, Habakkuk
grapples with why God allows evil to prosper and how He uses
wicked nations to accomplish His purposes.
Rather than addressing the nation directly, Habakkuk’s prophecies
take the form of a conversation with God, reflecting the prophet’s
personal struggles and eventual trust in God’s plan. The book moves
from questioning to worship, highlighting the journey of faith amid
uncertainty.
Habakkuk’s central message is encapsulated in the declaration, “The
just shall live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2:4), emphasizing the
importance of trusting God’s sovereignty and timing. The book
challenges believers to rely on God’s wisdom and justice, even when
circumstances seem incomprehensible, and to rejoice in His
unchanging character.

Introduction

Faith and Trust in the
Sovereignty of God

CHAPTER THIRTY-FIVE
HABAKKUK
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The book begins with Habakkuk’s heartfelt complaint to God.
Observing the violence, injustice, and corruption in Judah, he cries
out, “O Lord, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear?” (Habakkuk
1:2). The prophet struggles with the apparent silence and inactivity
of God in the face of rampant wickedness.
Habakkuk laments the prevalence of strife and lawlessness, where
the righteous are oppressed, and justice is perverted (Habakkuk 1:4).
His questions reflect the tension many believers face when
confronted with the coexistence of a holy God and widespread evil.
This teaches the importance of bringing our honest struggles and
questions before God, trusting in His ability to provide answers.

Habakkuk’s Complaint: Why Does Evil
Prosper? 

Required Reading - Habakkuk 1:1–4

God’s Response: The Chaldeans as
Instruments of Judgment 

Required Reading - Habakkuk 1:5–11

God responds to Habakkuk’s complaint by revealing His plan to use
the Chaldeans (Babylonians) to judge Judah. He describes them as a
bitter and hasty nation, swift and ruthless, who will bring devastation
(Habakkuk 1:6–8). Their power and arrogance are evident as they
attribute their success to their own strength (Habakkuk 1:10–11).
This answer shocks Habakkuk, as the Babylonians are more wicked
than Judah. God’s use of a corrupt nation to execute judgment raises
further questions about His justice.
This section challenges believers to recognize that God’s ways are
higher than ours and to trust in His overarching purposes.
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Habakkuk’s Second Complaint: Why Use
the Wicked? 

Required Reading - Habakkuk 1:12–2:1

Struggling with God’s plan, Habakkuk questions how a holy and
eternal God can use a wicked nation to punish His people: “Thou art
of purer eyes than to behold evil” (Habakkuk 1:13). He likens the
Babylonians to fishermen who catch nations like fish and worship
their nets, representing their reliance on their own power (Habakkuk
1:15–16).
Habakkuk resolves to wait for God’s answer, standing at his
watchtower in anticipation of further understanding (Habakkuk 2:1).
This section demonstrates the importance of seeking God with
humility and patience, even when His actions seem perplexing.
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God’s Answer: The Certainty of Judgment and
the Call to Faith 

Required Reading - Habakkuk 2:2–20

God reassures Habakkuk by declaring that His plans will unfold in
His perfect timing: “Though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely
come” (Habakkuk 2:3). He contrasts the proud, who rely on
themselves, with the righteous, who live by faith: “The just shall live
by his faith” (Habakkuk 2:4).
God pronounces five woes against the Babylonians, condemning
their greed, violence, and idolatry (Habakkuk 2:6–19). Despite their
temporary success, their judgment is certain, and their empire will
ultimately fall.
This section emphasizes the importance of faith in God’s justice and
timing, calling believers to trust in His sovereign plan.



Habakkuk’s Prayer and Praise 
Required Reading - Habakkuk 3:1–19

The book concludes with a prayer of worship, where Habakkuk
reflects on God’s mighty works and faithfulness. He recalls God’s
past deliverance of His people, describing His power over nature
and His victory over enemies (Habakkuk 3:3–15).
Despite the impending hardships, Habakkuk expresses unwavering
trust in God: “Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall
fruit be in the vines…yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God
of my salvation” (Habakkuk 3:17–18). This declaration of faith
exemplifies a profound reliance on God’s character rather than
circumstances.
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Conclusion

The Book of Habakkuk addresses profound questions about God’s
justice and sovereignty, offering a model of faith in the face of
uncertainty. It assures believers that God is in control, even when
His ways seem incomprehensible. Habakkuk’s declaration that “the
just shall live by his faith” underscores the importance of trusting
God’s character and promises. The book moves from questioning to
worship, demonstrating the power of faith to sustain believers
through trials. Ultimately, Habakkuk challenges us to rely on God’s
wisdom, live righteously, and find joy in His unchanging salvation.



Reflective Questions

What was Habakkuk’s initial complaint to
God in chapter 1?

1.

How does God describe the Babylonians in
His response to Habakkuk?

2.

What does Habakkuk 2:4 emphasize about
the righteous?

3.

How does Habakkuk express trust in God in
chapter 3?

4.

What lessons can believers learn from
Habakkuk’s dialogue with God?

5.
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The Book of Zephaniah is a powerful prophetic message focusing on
the “Day of the Lord,” a time of divine judgment and ultimate
restoration. Written during the reign of King Josiah of Judah,
Zephaniah warns of the coming judgment on Judah for their idolatry,
complacency, and rebellion against God. The prophet also extends
his message to surrounding nations, emphasizing God’s sovereignty
over all people.
Despite its strong tone of judgment, the book offers hope, promising
restoration and renewal for those who repent. Zephaniah concludes
with a vision of God’s people rejoicing in His presence and
experiencing His love and protection.
Zephaniah challenges believers to take God’s holiness seriously, turn
away from sin, and seek refuge in His mercy. The book highlights
God’s justice, mercy, and ultimate plan to establish His kingdom. It
calls believers to live faithfully in anticipation of the fulfillment of His
promises.

Introduction

The Day of the Lord: Judgment
and Restoration

CHAPTER THIRTY-SIX
ZEPHANIAH
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Zephaniah opens with a declaration of judgment against Judah,
announcing that God will “utterly consume all things from off the
land” (Zephaniah 1:2). The prophet condemns the people’s idolatry,
including their worship of Baal and their allegiance to foreign gods
(Zephaniah 1:4–5).
The complacency of the people is a central theme, as Zephaniah
warns those who are indifferent to God’s judgment, saying, “The
Lord will not do good, neither will he do evil” (Zephaniah 1:12). This
false sense of security leads to destruction.
This section explains the seriousness of sin and the inevitability of
God’s judgment on those who refuse to repent.

The Judgment on Judah 
Required Reading - Zephaniah 1:1–13

The Day of the Lord: A Day of Wrath 
Required Reading - Zephaniah 1:14–18

Zephaniah vividly describes the Day of the Lord as a time of wrath,
distress, and devastation. He declares, “The great day of the Lord is
near, it is near, and hasteth greatly” (Zephaniah 1:14). The imagery
of darkness, gloom, and trumpet blasts illustrates the severity of the
coming judgment (Zephaniah 1:15–16).
The prophet emphasizes that neither wealth nor power can save
anyone from God’s wrath: “Neither their silver nor their gold shall be
able to deliver them” (Zephaniah 1:18). 
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A Call to Repentance 
Required Reading - Zephaniah 2:1–3

Amid the warnings of judgment, Zephaniah calls the people to
repentance, urging them to “seek the Lord, all ye meek of the earth”
(Zephaniah 2:3). He encourages humility, righteousness, and
obedience as the path to escaping God’s wrath.
This call to repentance reflects God’s mercy and His willingness to
spare those who turn back to Him. It also serves as a reminder that
God desires restoration and reconciliation rather than destruction.
Here, believers are challenged to examine their lives, repent of sin,
and seek refuge in God’s mercy.

Judgment on the Nations 
Required Reading - Zephaniah 2:4–15

Zephaniah extends his message of judgment to the surrounding
nations, including Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Cush, and Assyria. These
nations are condemned for their pride, idolatry, and hostility toward
God’s people (Zephaniah 2:8–10).
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, is singled out for its arrogance, as it
boasts, “I am, and there is none beside me” (Zephaniah 2:15). God
declares that Nineveh will become a desolate wasteland, illustrating
His power to humble even the greatest empires.
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Zephaniah returns his focus to Jerusalem, condemning its leaders
for their corruption and rebellion. The city is described as “filthy and
polluted,” refusing to obey God’s voice or draw near to Him
(Zephaniah 3:1–2).
The prophets and priests are accused of violence, deceit, and
profaning the sanctuary (Zephaniah 3:4). Despite God’s presence
and His past acts of justice, the people remain unrepentant
(Zephaniah 3:5–7).
This section highlights the accountability of leaders and the dangers
of spiritual complacency, calling believers to pursue integrity and
obedience.

The Sins of Jerusalem’s Leaders 
Zephaniah 3:1–7

The Promise of Restoration 
Required Reading - Zephaniah 3:8–13

Following the declarations of judgment, Zephaniah offers a
message of hope. God promises to purify the nations, enabling
them to call upon His name and serve Him in unity (Zephaniah 3:9).
The remnant of Israel will experience restoration, characterized by
humility, truth, and security (Zephaniah 3:12–13).
This vision of restoration demonstrates God’s faithfulness to His
covenant and His ultimate plan to establish a kingdom of
righteousness and peace.
This section encourages believers to trust in God’s promises and to
live as part of His redeemed community.
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Joy in God’s Presence 
Required Reading - Zephaniah 3:14–20

The book concludes with a celebration of God’s love and salvation.
Zephaniah calls the people to rejoice, declaring, “The Lord thy God in
the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with
joy” (Zephaniah 3:17). This verse captures the depth of God’s love for
His people.
God promises to gather the exiles, restore their fortunes, and bring
them honor among the nations (Zephaniah 3:18–20). This vision of
joy and restoration reflects God’s ultimate plan to dwell with His
people and establish His kingdom.
This section inspires believers to find joy and hope in God’s presence
and His redemptive plan.
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Conclusion

The Book of Zephaniah delivers a sobering message of judgment
while offering hope for restoration. It highlights God’s justice,
sovereignty, and mercy, calling believers to repentance and
faithfulness. Zephaniah’s vision of the Day of the Lord emphasizes
the seriousness of sin and the certainty of God’s judgment, but it
also reveals His desire to purify and restore His people. The book
concludes with a celebration of God’s love and salvation, pointing to
the ultimate fulfillment of His promises through Jesus Christ.
Zephaniah challenges believers to live in obedience, trust in God’s
justice, and rejoice in His presence.



Reflective Questions

What sins does Zephaniah condemn in
Judah in chapter 1?

1.

How does Zephaniah describe the Day of
the Lord in chapter 1?

2.

What does Zephaniah urge the people to do
in chapter 2:1–3?

3.

How does God promise to restore His
people in chapter 3?

4.

What does Zephaniah 3:17 reveal about
God’s relationship with His people?

5.
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The Book of Haggai, the second shortest book in the Old Testament,
contains messages from the prophet Haggai during the post-exilic
period. Delivered in 520 BC, Haggai’s prophecies address the Jewish
people who had returned from Babylon to rebuild the Temple in
Jerusalem. Though they initially started the work, it had been
neglected for nearly 16 years due to opposition and complacency.
Haggai challenges the people to prioritize God’s work above their
own comfort and security. The prophet underscores the importance
of obedience, faithfulness, and trusting in God’s provision. He
reminds the people that their blessings are tied to their commitment
to Him.
Haggai also offers encouragement, assuring the people that God’s
presence is with them as they rebuild. The book concludes with a
vision of future glory, pointing to God’s ultimate plan of restoration
through the coming Messiah. Haggai inspires believers to align their
priorities with God’s purposes.

Introduction

Prioritizing God’s Work: The Call
to Rebuild the Temple

CHAPTER THIRTY-SEVEN
HAGGAI
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Haggai’s first message comes during the reign of King Darius,
addressing the leaders Zerubbabel and Joshua, as well as the people.
He challenges them to reflect on their priorities, asking, “Is it time for
you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste?”
(Haggai 1:4).
The prophet points out that their neglect of God’s work has resulted
in drought and economic hardship. He declares, “Consider your
ways” (Haggai 1:5, 7), urging the people to examine their actions and
return to their mission of rebuilding the Temple.
This first part emphasizes the connection between obedience to God
and experiencing His blessings, calling believers to put God’s
priorities first.

The Call to Rebuild the Temple 
Required Reading - Haggai 1:1–11

Obedience and God’s Encouragement 
Required Reading - Haggai 1:12–15

In response to Haggai’s message, Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the
people obey the Lord’s command and begin rebuilding the Temple.
Their obedience demonstrates a willingness to prioritize God’s work
despite past delays and challenges.
God assures them of His presence, saying, “I am with you” (Haggai
1:13). This affirmation provides the motivation and encouragement
they need to persevere in their mission.
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The Glory of the New Temple 
Required Reading - Haggai 2:1–9

Haggai’s second message addresses the discouragement of those
who remembered the grandeur of Solomon’s Temple and felt
disheartened by the modest beginnings of the new one. God
encourages them, saying, “Be strong…and work: for I am with you”
(Haggai 2:4).
God promises that the glory of the new Temple will surpass the
former, not because of its physical structure, but because of His
presence: “And in this place will I give peace” (Haggai 2:9). This
prophecy points to the coming of Christ, who brings ultimate peace
and fulfills God’s redemptive plan.
We are reminded here that God’s work is not measured by outward
appearances but by His presence and purposes.

The Call to Holiness and Blessing 
Required Reading - Haggai 2:10–19

Haggai’s third message focuses on the importance of holiness. The
prophet asks the priests about ceremonial law, emphasizing that
impurity spreads easily, but holiness requires intentional effort
(Haggai 2:12–14). He applies this principle to the people, reminding
them that their previous disobedience had brought judgment and
hardship.
God assures them that their renewed obedience will bring
blessings: “From this day will I bless you” (Haggai 2:19). This
promise underscores the connection between faithfulness to God
and experiencing His favor.
This section challenges believers to pursue holiness and trust in
God’s provision as they align their lives with His will.
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The Promise of Future Glory 
Required Reading - Haggai 2:20–23

In Haggai’s final message, God speaks directly to Zerubbabel,
declaring that He will shake the heavens and the earth, overthrow
kingdoms, and establish His chosen servant (Haggai 2:21–22).
Zerubbabel, a descendant of David, is described as God’s “signet,”
symbolizing the restoration of the Davidic line and pointing to the
coming Messiah (Haggai 2:23).
This prophetic vision assures Zerubbabel and the people of God’s
sovereignty and His ultimate plan to establish His eternal kingdom
through Christ.
This section inspires believers to trust in God’s promises and look
forward to the fulfillment of His redemptive plan.
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Conclusion

The Book of Haggai delivers a timeless message about prioritizing
God’s work, pursuing holiness, and trusting in His promises. It calls
believers to examine their actions, obey God’s commands, and find
encouragement in His presence. Haggai’s assurance of future glory
points to Jesus Christ, who fulfills God’s redemptive plan and brings
ultimate peace. The book inspires believers to align their lives with
God’s purposes, trust in His provision, and look forward to the
establishment of His eternal kingdom. Haggai reminds us that God
is faithful to bless and strengthen those who seek Him and live for
His glory.



Reflective Questions

What was Haggai’s primary challenge to the
people in chapter 1?

1.

How did God encourage the people as they
began rebuilding the Temple?

2.

What promise does God make about the
glory of the new Temple in chapter 2?

3.

How does Haggai emphasize the importance
of holiness in chapter 2?

4.

What does God’s promise to Zerubbabel in
chapter 2:20–23 signify?

5.
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The Book of Zechariah, written during the post-exilic period,
combines prophecy and apocalyptic visions to convey messages of
encouragement, hope, and divine purpose. Zechariah, a
contemporary of Haggai, ministered to the returning exiles who were
rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem. His prophecies focus on God’s
faithfulness to His covenant, the necessity of repentance, and the
future coming of the Messiah.
The book is structured into two main sections: the first contains eight
visions symbolizing God’s plans for restoration and judgment, while
the second focuses on the coming of the Messiah and the
establishment of God’s kingdom. Zechariah challenges the people to
remain faithful and hopeful as they await God’s promises.
Zechariah points to Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of God’s
redemptive plan. It inspires believers to trust in God’s sovereignty,
live obediently, and anticipate the ultimate establishment of His
kingdom.

Introduction

God’s Faithfulness and the
Coming Messiah

CHAPTER THIRTY-EIGHT
ZECHARIAH
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Zechariah begins with a call for the people to return to God: “Turn ye
unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you” (Zechariah
1:3). The prophet reminds them of their ancestors’ disobedience,
which led to judgment and exile (Zechariah 1:4–6).
This opening emphasizes the importance of repentance and
obedience as foundational to experiencing God’s blessings.
Zechariah’s message encourages the people to break from the sins
of the past and align themselves with God’s purposes.
This section challenges believers to reflect on their lives, repent of
sin, and pursue a restored relationship with God

A Call to Repentance 
Required Reading - Zechariah 1:1–6

The Eight Night Visions 
Required Reading - Zechariah 1:7–6:8

Zechariah receives eight symbolic visions, each revealing aspects of
God’s plan for restoration, judgment, and the coming kingdom:

The Rider Among the Myrtle Trees (Zechariah 1:7–17): God
promises to restore Jerusalem and show mercy to His people.

1.

The Four Horns and Four Craftsmen (Zechariah 1:18–21): God
will judge the nations that oppressed Judah.

2.

The Measuring Line (Zechariah 2:1–13): A vision of Jerusalem’s
future expansion and protection by God.

3.

Joshua the High Priest (Zechariah 3:1–10): A vision of God
cleansing His people and pointing to the coming Branch
(Messiah).

4.

The Golden Lampstand and Two Olive Trees (Zechariah 4:1–14):
God empowers Zerubbabel to complete the Temple, declaring,
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit” (Zechariah 4:6).

5.
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6. The Flying Scroll (Zechariah 5:1–4): A symbol of God’s judgment
on sin.
7. The Woman in a Basket (Zechariah 5:5–11): A vision of
wickedness being removed from the land.
8. The Four Chariots (Zechariah 6:1–8): Representing God’s
sovereignty and judgment over the nations.
These visions reveal God’s active involvement in history and His
plans for restoration and justice. They call believers to trust in God’s
power and His ultimate plan.

The Crowning of Joshua and the Promise
of the Branch 

Required Reading - Zechariah 6:9–15

God instructs Zechariah to crown Joshua, the high priest, symbolizing
the unity of priestly and kingly roles in the coming Messiah. The
Branch, a Messianic title, is promised to build the Temple and rule
with justice (Zechariah 6:12–13).
This act foreshadows Jesus Christ, who fulfills the roles of both King
and High Priest, bridging the gap between God and His people
(Hebrews 4:14–16). The crowning emphasizes God’s faithfulness to
His covenant promises.
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The Coming of the Messiah 
Required Reading - Zechariah 9:1–11:17

Zechariah delivers detailed prophecies about the coming Messiah:
The Triumphal Entry: The Messiah is described as a humble
King who will bring salvation, riding on a donkey (Zechariah
9:9). This prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem
(Matthew 21:1–5).
The Shepherd King: Zechariah contrasts the faithful Shepherd
(Messiah) with false shepherds who lead the people astray
(Zechariah 11:4–17). The betrayal of the Messiah is
foreshadowed by the thirty pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12–
13; Matthew 26:14–16).

These prophecies highlight the Messiah’s role as a Savior and King,
calling believers to recognize and follow Him.
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God’s Judgment and the Future Kingdom 
Required Reading - Zechariah 12:1–14:21

Zechariah concludes with apocalyptic visions of God’s final judgment
and the establishment of His kingdom. Key themes include:

God’s Protection: God will defend Jerusalem and pour out a spirit
of grace and supplication, leading the people to mourn for the
One they have pierced (Zechariah 12:10).
The Cleansing of Sin: A fountain for cleansing is opened for the
house of David, symbolizing God’s provision for forgiveness
(Zechariah 13:1).



The Day of the Lord: Zechariah describes a climactic day of judgment
and restoration, culminating in the Lord’s reign as King over all the
earth (Zechariah 14:9).
Zechariah offers profound lessons about God’s faithfulness, the
necessity of repentance, and the hope of the Messiah. It challenges
believers to prioritize God’s work, trust in His promises, and live with
an eternal perspective.
The book emphasizes the importance of worship that aligns with
God’s character and the role of the Holy Spirit in empowering His
people. Zechariah’s Messianic prophecies point to Jesus Christ,
calling believers to follow Him as their Savior and King.
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Conclusion

The Book of Zechariah reveals God’s faithfulness, sovereignty, and
redemptive plan through its visions, prophecies, and promises. It
calls believers to repentance, obedience, and sincere worship,
offering hope in the coming Messiah and His eternal kingdom.
Zechariah’s vivid imagery points to Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of
God’s promises, inspiring believers to trust in His power and
provision. The book challenges us to live faithfully, empowered by
the Holy Spirit, and to anticipate the ultimate establishment of
God’s reign. Zechariah reminds us that God’s purposes will prevail,
offering encouragement and assurance to all who seek Him.



Reflective Questions

What is the central message of Zechariah’s
call to repentance in chapter 1?

1.

What do the eight visions in chapters 1–6
reveal about God’s plans for His people?

2.

How does the crowning of Joshua in chapter
6 foreshadow the Messiah?

3.

What does Zechariah 9:9 reveal about the
coming Messiah?

4.

How does the vision of the Day of the Lord
in chapters 12–14 inspire hope for
believers?

5.
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The Book of Malachi, the final book of the Old Testament, delivers
God’s message to Israel through the prophet Malachi. Written around
430 BC, during the post-exilic period, it addresses the spiritual
complacency and moral decline of the returned exiles. Despite
rebuilding the Temple, the people’s worship had become routine, and
they doubted God’s love and justice.
Malachi’s message is structured as a series of disputes between God
and Israel, covering topics such as God’s love, unfaithfulness in
worship and marriage, and neglect of tithes. The prophet warns of
judgment for the unfaithful and promises blessings for those who
fear the Lord.
Malachi concludes with a promise of the coming Messiah and a call to
prepare for the Day of the Lord. The book challenges believers to
examine their relationship with God, live faithfully, and anticipate the
fulfillment of His redemptive plan through Jesus Christ.

Introduction

God’s Love, Faithfulness, and Call
to Covenant Faithfulness

CHAPTER THIRTY-NINE
MALACHI
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Malachi opens with a declaration of God’s love for Israel: “I have
loved you, saith the Lord” (Malachi 1:2). The people question this
love, prompting God to remind them of His election of Jacob over
Esau and His judgment on Edom (Malachi 1:3–4).
This opening sets the tone for the book, emphasizing God’s covenant
faithfulness despite Israel’s unfaithfulness. It challenges believers to
trust in God’s unchanging love and reflect on His blessings in their
lives.
This section calls believers to respond to God’s love with gratitude,
faithfulness, and devotion

God’s Love Declared 
Required Reading - Malachi 1:1–5

The Corruption of Worship 
Required Reading - Malachi 1:6–2:9

Malachi rebukes the priests for offering blemished sacrifices,
dishonoring God’s name, and leading the people astray. God
declares, “If I be a father, where is mine honour?” (Malachi 1:6). The
priests’ actions demonstrate their lack of reverence and respect for
God.
The prophet warns that God will reject their offerings and curse their
blessings if they do not repent (Malachi 2:1–2). He contrasts their
unfaithfulness with the covenant of Levi, which exemplified
reverence and instruction in truth (Malachi 2:4–6).
This challenges believers to offer God their best in worship and live
lives that honor Him.
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Unfaithfulness in Marriage and Covenant
Relationships 

Required Reading - Malachi 2:10–16

Malachi addresses the people’s unfaithfulness in marriage,
condemning their practice of divorcing their wives to marry foreign
women who worship other gods. He declares, “The Lord hath been
witness between thee and the wife of thy youth” (Malachi 2:14).
God emphasizes the sacredness of marriage, warning against
betrayal and calling for faithfulness: “For the Lord, the God of Israel,
saith that he hateth putting away” (Malachi 2:16). This teaching
underscores the importance of honoring God in all relationships.

Questioning God’s Justice 
Required Reading - Malachi 2:17–3:5

The people accuse God of being unjust, asking, “Where is the God of
judgment?” (Malachi 2:17). In response, Malachi prophesies the
coming of the Messenger of the Covenant, who will purify the priests
and refine their worship (Malachi 3:1–3).
God warns that He will bring swift judgment against those who
oppress others and fail to fear Him (Malachi 3:5). This prophecy
points to the ministry of John the Baptist, who prepares the way for
Jesus Christ.
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The Neglect of Tithes and Offerings 
Required Reading - Malachi 3:6–12

Malachi rebukes the people for robbing God by withholding tithes
and offerings. He calls them to “bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse” so that God’s house may be full (Malachi 3:10). God
promises blessings for obedience, saying, “Prove me now…if I will
not open you the windows of heaven” (Malachi 3:10).
This section emphasizes the connection between generosity and
God’s provision, encouraging believers to trust Him with their
resources.
It challenges believers to honor God with their giving, recognizing
Him as the source of all blessings.

The Distinction Between the Faithful and the
Wicked 

Required Reading - Malachi 3:13–18

The people complain that serving God is unprofitable, as the wicked
seem to prosper (Malachi 3:14–15). God responds by affirming His
remembrance of those who fear Him, describing them as His
“jewels” (Malachi 3:17).
This section highlights the distinction between the faithful and the
wicked, assuring that God will reward those who honor Him. It calls
believers to persevere in faith, trusting that God’s justice will
prevail.
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The Promise of the Day of the Lord 
Malachi 4:1–6

Malachi concludes with a vision of the Day of the Lord, describing it
as a time of judgment for the wicked and healing for the righteous.
The wicked will be burned like stubble, while the righteous will
experience joy and restoration (Malachi 4:1–2).
The prophet announces the coming of Elijah, a reference to John the
Baptist, who will prepare the way for the Messiah (Malachi 4:5–6;
Matthew 11:14). This promise points to Jesus Christ and the
fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan.

Conclusion

The Book of Malachi calls believers to examine their faithfulness to
God, addressing issues of worship, relationships, and stewardship.
It challenges complacency and emphasizes the importance of
honoring God in every area of life. Malachi’s prophecies of the
Messenger of the Covenant and the Day of the Lord point to Jesus
Christ, urging believers to prepare for His coming. The book
reminds us of God’s unchanging love, His justice, and His desire for
restored relationships with His people. Malachi inspires believers to
live faithfully, trust in God’s promises, and look forward to the
fulfillment of His redemptive plan.
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Reflective Questions

How does Malachi demonstrate God’s love
for Israel in chapter 1?

1.

What does Malachi say about the quality of
sacrifices offered to God?

2.

How does God describe the sacredness of
marriage in chapter 2?

3.

What does Malachi 3:10 teach about tithing
and trusting God?

4.

How does Malachi conclude with a vision of
the Day of the Lord?

5.
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FINAL PRAYER

Lord, we thank You for Your steadfast love and faithfulness
throughout history. Just as You kept Your promises to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, we trust in Your unchanging character and
Your plans for our lives. 

1.

Father, help us to obey Your Word and live lives that honor You.
Teach us to walk in holiness, offering our best to You in worship
and service.

2.

God of the Exodus, deliver us from the bondage of sin and help
us trust in Your power to lead us into the freedom You have
promised through Jesus Christ.

3.

Lord, we confess our sins and turn to You with humble hearts.
Cleanse us, restore us, and draw us closer to You as we seek to
live according to Your will.

4.

Sovereign Lord, help us trust in Your plans, even when they are
beyond our understanding. Strengthen our faith and remind us
that Your ways are higher than ours.

5.

Lord, revive our hearts and renew our commitment to You. Just
as You called Your people to rebuild the Temple, call us to
rebuild our lives in devotion to You, seeking Your glory above all
else. 

6.
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FINAL TEST

What is the overarching theme of the Old Testament as
revealed through the books studied?

1.

In Genesis, how does God demonstrate His covenant
faithfulness through Abraham?

2.

What was the primary reason for the Exodus, and how does it
reflect God’s character?

3.

In Leviticus, what is the significance of the Day of Atonement?4.
Why were the Israelites condemned to wander in the
wilderness in the Book of Numbers?

5.

What is the primary message of Moses’ farewell address in
Deuteronomy?

6.

How does the conquest of Canaan in the Book of Joshua
illustrate God’s faithfulness?

7.

In Judges, what cycle of behavior is repeatedly seen among the
Israelites?

8.

What lesson about faith can be learned from the life of Ruth?9.
How does 1 Samuel describe the transition from judges to
kingship in Israel?

10.

Page 237


