Top 5
AgPro’s insights

If there’s anything you want to see included, or
you come across something, please don’t
hesitate to send it through.

RAMS: ASBVs EXPLAINED

Yes, we should have put this out a few weeks
ago! The most important thing to know is that
there is no point using ASBV’s if you don’t know
where your flock sits in comparison (Merino
Flock Profile Test), or where you want to go
(your breeding objective).

Figure 1: How ASBVs are typically displayed

4= Trait name

Agestage P WT The abbreviation of the trait
The first letter is the age stage. name. This example is weight

W = Weaning (6-16 weeks) (W)
P = Post weaning (7-10 months)
¥ = Yearling (10-13 months

H = Hogget (13-18 months)

A= Adult (>18 monhts)

10.2 4— ASBV
. Expressed as the positive or negative

deviation from an average. In this
example a ram has an ASBV for post
weaning weight of 10.2kg. Because
each ram passes half their genes to
their progeny (the ewe the other half),
the resulting progeny will be on average
5.1kg heaver at post waning than an
animal with a PWT ASBV of Okg.

ASBV Accuracy (%) =——p 8 1
How close an animals ASBV is to

the true breeding value, The

more information used to

estimate an ASBV the more

accurateitis

OVERVIEW VIDEO POCKET GUIDE
(let us know if want actual pocket sized one!)

CROP STUFF: STAFF SAFETY

This applies across all enterprises and all
activities, but is particularly important as we
come into harvest. Handy Harvest Staff Safety
tips from ProcessWorx:

1. Induct new staff

2. Have arisk register

3. Hold staff meetings
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4. Have a plan to manage fatigue
5. Promote a culture of ‘speaking up’
Full article and more info here.

ALL YEAR FEED

FEED365 project- looking at designing year-
round grazing systems for our environment, to
reduce sup feeding. Interested in having input,
hosting a trial? Hit up your grower groups, as its
run by GGA and DPIRD: INFO.

WEe’'ll be following it closely over its 3 years and
reporting back!

PODDING PASTURES

Native budworm are out and about in some
areas and are enjoying feeding on spring
podding pastures such as serradella, vetch,
clover and medic. Signs are holes eaten through
the pods and obviously, seeing the budworm!

Ask your local agronomist if they have seen
many in your area and how to treat them.

WATCHING....

A focus on the value of an ewe from Ashley
Herbert- too much to accurately summarise:
WATCH


https://www.sheepgenetics.org.au/Getting-started/ASBVs-and-Indexes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NONELZ-mw9Q
https://www.sheepgenetics.org.au/globalassets/sheep-genetics/resources/brochures-and-fact-sheets/2018_pocket-guide.pdf
https://www.processworx.com.au/farm/farm-safety-during-harvest/
https://www.gga.org.au/activity/feed-365/
https://youtu.be/kWs1p5VJMtk
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