
 2023 - 2024 Post Officers 

   Commander - Joe Ashman, 1st Vice - Larry Lauber,  2nd Vice - Chris Drzal, 3rd Vice - Jim Ehrig,      

4th Vice - Daniel Lehmann, Finance Officer– Ken Constable, Provost Marshall – Paul Barner,  

Adjutant - Mary Jephson,  Judge Advocate - Chuck Harrison, Chaplain – Keith Clark,   

Service Officer – Chuck Harrison,  

Trustees - Gary Cawthard, Nick Cappola, Greg Pencek, Gary Wachowski 

 

A WORD FROM THE COMMANDER 
 

Dear AMVETS Family, 
 

It’s time for officer nominations. Nominations for 

AMVETS officers will begin at the Tuesday, February 

13th meeting. The meeting begins at 7:30pm. If you plan 

on running for office, you must be present at the meet-

ing to be nominated and accept the nomination. Nomi-

nations will be held again during the March & April 

meetings. Any required elections will take place during 

the May meeting. 

The AMVETS Post 897 Scholarship application is in-

cluded within this newsletter. Additional applications 

may be picked up in the Club Room. 

Please join us on February 24th, starting at 4PM, for a 

“Left Right Center” tournament. See ad located within 

this newsletter for more info. 

If you’ve volunteered your time in 2023-2024, be sure to 

sign-up (in Club Room) for the 3rd Annual Worker’s 

Party. This year’s party will be held on March 23rd from 

4PM – 6PM. This is our way of saying Thank You for 

your time and dedication to Post 897, to our veterans, 

and other community programs. 

Stay tuned to the Post website at 

www.amvetspost897.org and our  

Facebook group page at https://www.facebook.com/

groups/www.amvetspost897.org for more information. 

As you can see, we have a lot going on and would love 

to see you soon – come on in and be a part of the ac-

tion!  

Be safe and be well. 

 

Yours in AMVETS, 

Joe Ashman 
Commander                                                                                                      

 

 

Meeting Schedule - February 2024  
   

*Exec Board Mtg              2nd Tues                 6:30 pm  
  

*General Body Mtg           2nd Tues                7:30 pm 
 

*Southtowns Meeting       2nd Tues                7:00 pm 
                                

 Ladies Auxiliary             1st Wed                   7:00 pm 
     

 Sons                                 3rd Wed                  7:00 pm 
  

 Riders                               1st Sun                  12:00 pm  
 

 Juniors Meeting               2nd Sun                11:00 am 
 

*Meeting Day and Time Changes for February 

February 2024 Events 
7 Hearts Maternity Dog Rescue Event       1st - 14th 

Sponge Candy Pick up at Club Rm               10th   

                                 Noon - 2pm 

Aux Basket - Paws with a Cause               3rd - 17th 

Kids Easter Egg Hunt Sign-up                   15th - 29th 

Commander’s Basket                                 17th - 29th 

Left, Right, Center Tournament   4:00pm     24th 
 

Ash Wednesday 2/14/24 - Kitchen Open for Fish Fry’s  
                               3:00 - 9:00 pm 

  

March 2024 Events 

Rider’s Chili Cook-Off                      Noon         9th 

Aux Basket - John Tracy Clinic                  2nd - 16th 

Kids Easter Egg Hunt @Tehan Post                 23rd 

                    Sign up 1st - 15th at Club Room 

3rd Annual Workers Party  4:00 - 6:00pm        23rd 
 

            See this newsletter for more information 

Visit our new website at amvetspost897.org 

AMVETS Post #897 
        Ray Metty Memorial Post 
            149 LAKE AVE., BLASDELL, NY 14219 

      716-821-1689 
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 A WORD FROM THE RIDERS PRESIDENT 

Riders, 
 

February starts nominations of officers. Continues in March and April.  Elections are in May.  We have the chili cook off coming Saturday March 
9th.  Tickets available at the bar.  Please attend meetings.  

Yours in AMVETS,  
Chris Drzal, PPC2 
Riders President                                                  
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A WORD FROM THE LADIES AUX. PRESIDENT     

Greeting Auxiliary Sisters and Happy New Year!  
 

The Auxiliary is holding a basket raffle from February 3rd-17th. Proceeds from this basket raffle will support PAWS With A Cause®. 
Tickets can be purchased at the Post. We are also still collecting donations for 7 Hearts Maternity Dog Rescue in the clubroom until 
February 15th.  
 

We always welcome all Auxiliary members at our meetings which are held on the first Wednesday of every month. Nominations for 
Auxiliary Officers will start at our March meeting. Members must be present at the meeting to accept a nomination. If you have any 
questions about the Auxiliary, please reach out to me. I will do my best to get back to you in a timely manner.  
 
Yours in AMVETS Auxiliary,                                   
Janell Ashman, President  
716-605-0248 
janellmarie716@gmail.com            

A WORD FROM THE 2nd VICE COMMANDER 

Dear AMVETS Family, 

Our next event will be the children's Easter Egg Hunt March 23rd.  Look for sign up sheet in the club room coming February 15th - March 15th.  I will 
need some volunteers to stuff Easter eggs a week before the event.  Thank you to everyone who has made time to help make our events successful.   

 

Yours in AMVETS, 
Chris Drzal, PPC2 
2nd Vice Commander 

 A WORD FROM THE 1ST VICE COMMANDER 
Members, 

All members of AMVETS, Auxiliary and Sons please take notice that as of this newsletter all membership dues are past due.  If you have not paid 
your dues through your respective organization please do so as soon as possible.  If you did not renew your dues, your access card to the post has 
been turned off. Dues will need to be paid to have it turned back on.  We hope you choose to support the post and the organization you belong to.  
 

Yours in AMVETS, 
Larry Lauber, PPC2 
1st Vice Commander  

A WORD FROM THE JUNIOR’S COORDINATOR 

Hello! 

It's February already! How is that possible?  The Juniors of 897, got together with the Juniors of 6472 during their Christmas break and handed out 
200 blankets to Veterans and their family members at the Buffalo VA. WAY TO GO JUNIORS!! 

We wrapped up our Sponge Candy Fundraiser and will be at the post on the 10th from noon - 2pm for you to pick up your orders.  Thank you to eve-
ryone who supported us.  If you did not order during January, I'm sorry but we do not have extras.  You can however still purchase our candy bars at 
the bar for $2 each.  We are continuing with the process of getting everything in order so we can apply for our charter.  If you have a child, grandchild 
or sibling ages 5 thru 17 years old please consider getting them signed up with us now so they can be a charter member.  Follow us on Facebook @ 
AMVETS 897 Blasdell NY to stay updated on everything going on with the Juniors and at the post.  Our meetings are the SECOND Sunday of each 
month at 11am.   

This month we get an extra day, (February 29th leap day) I want to challenge all the Juniors to do something extra that day for a Veteran or someone 
in your neighborhood or school.  Little things can make a big difference in some one's life.  Until next month, stay safe, stay warm and God Bless 
America.                                                                     ~We play together, now let's work together~  

Thank you, 

Cheryl Lilley,  
Junior AMVETS 897 Coordinator 
716-381-7593 
junioramvets897@proton.me  

 A WORD FROM SOUTHTOWN’S  PRESIDENT 
Hello Fellow AMVETS,   

Our Clubroom is open 7 days a week. We will be serving Fish Fry’s this month on Ash Wednesday, 02/14/2024 & Friday’s only. Kitchen is open Thurs-

days and Fridays, 3:00 - 9:00 pm. Never forget our Servicemembers who did not return home .  Thank you for your continued support! 
 

Chuck Harrison, PPC3 

President, 

Southtowns Veterans Club Inc. 

(716)319-8921 

mailto:junioramvets897@proton.me









