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W H A T  D O E S  E Q U E S T R I A N  Z O N E S  A N D  P R O T E C T I O N
L E G I S L A T I O N  D O ?

Recognizes the substantial economic and social contributions of the horse industry in Colorado through a
legislative declaration.

1.

Establishes criteria for equestrian zones in developing suburban areas and representation on maps in local
government comprehensive master plans to enable better integration with future development.

2.

Provides design guidelines for equestrian compatible street crossings, trailhead parking, road designs and
supporting signage which improve safety for all motorists and other vulnerable road users.  

3.

Establishes the Pass Wide and Slow doctrine, advising motorists to slow to 10mph and allow a minimum of 6ft
clearance when passing equestrians.

4.

W H Y  I S  S B 2 5 - 1 4 9  N E C E S S A R Y ?

Colorado is horse country.   With our rich history in ranching and agriculture, horses have been and remain a
lifestyle for much of rural Colorado and draw many residents and visitors to our state to experience this unique
connection to our heritage and outdoor recreation.  As the metro area expands, it is expanding into areas occupied
by the equestrian community.   Too often safe setbacks, street crossings and trailer parking are not planned, trail
connections are lost, forcing equestrians onto roads to get from home to riding venues.   We have tragically had
collisions resulting in injury and death to equestrians and their equines.   

We can and must do better integrating these two worlds.   The equestrian community is realistic and does not
oppose development, they just want it done in a compatible way.  This bill gives local governments the tools they
need to accomplish this goal.   Maintaining access to the horse experience in growing metropolitan areas benefits
the public and supports a vast industry driven primarily through independent small business entrepreneurs. 

The improvements to road safety benefit the entire public. Motorists are safer with
signage that helps them better understand what to do when they encounter
equestrians. Preserving trail connectivity and setbacks from roadways benefits
pedestrians and cyclists alike. Keeping suburban areas equestrian friendly sustains
the equestrian community and keeps it accessible to a growing population.

I S  S B 2 5 - 1 4 9  A  S T A T E  M A N D A T E ?

W H O  B E N E F I T S  F R O M  E Q U E S T R I A N  Z O N E S  &
P R O T E C T I O N S ?

No. This bill is intended to give local governments the ability to choose where, when
and how to apply these guidelines. Today, much of rural Colorado simply doesn’t
have the growth and population to have these issues like our metro suburban areas
do. But as growth comes to those communities and they find the need to employ
these tools, we will have a statewide standard to follow that is recognizable and
consistent throughout the state.
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W H O  S U P P O R T S  T H I S  B I L L ?

Obviously, there is strong support within the equestrian community
for the concepts this bill supports. We have discovered strong
support outside of the equestrian community as well. Surveys and
engagement have shown that an overwhelming percentage of the
residents who choose to live in these suburban zones support the
horse community and value their presence. They share an
appreciation for the open spaces horse properties provide in their
neighborhoods and the ambiance they bring.
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D O N ’ T  W E  A L R E A D Y  H A V E  A D E Q U A T E
L E G I S L A T I O N  F O R  E Q U E S T R I A N S ?
Not really. Equestrians are categorized as vulnerable road users under
Title 42, but only very thinly. Our cycling community has established
precedent with expansive legislation addressing their unique needs, and
pedestrians have many protections as well. But equestrians are not
pedestrians or cyclists, we need different protections and this bill
addresses those through guidelines and policy.

With the flexibility built into the bill for local governments to determine
where, when and how to implement such improvements as signage and
future road designs, the cost can be budgeted as needed. Assembling maps
for inclusion into comprehensive plans is not a complicated or expensive
process. There simply is not a substantial price tag associated with this bill.
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