Some with good memories may remember that in an earlier post we mentioned Robert
Watts in conjunction with the Mongin family, who became the owners of many of the
plantations on Daufuskie. While at Bloody Point, Robert had apparently befriended William
Edward Mongin, husband of Margaret (Martinangele Pendarvis) Mongin, his neighbors
(remember the Indenture discussed above, with Bloody Point bounded by the property of
Mrs. Martinangele, who would have been Maragaret's mother). When Robert Watts died, he
left his daughter Sarah as the ward of William Henry and Margaret Mongin. She would have
been about five years old when her father died. She (Sarah) later met John David Mongin
("Money" Mongin) when he visited his half-uncle on Martinangele plantation, (later called
Eigleberger) and they were married in 1790.

The story goes that John David Mongin's marriage to Sarah (Sally) Watts led to his
inheritance of Bloody Point upon her death. She had supposedly inherited the Bloody Point
plantation from her father, Robert. The paper trail following Robert's death muddies the
water a bit and raises questions about that ownership trail. Unfortunately, Beaufort
County is listed as a "burned county", meaning that many pre-Civil War records were
destroyed as a result of the War, but we will present a few documents here to raise the
questions and see if we can't find some answers in a future post.

With Robert Watts' death in 1775, Sarah (Sally) Watts would presumably be his heir.
Although there is a mention of a sister, Jane Watts, there does not appear to be any
information on her. This is a bit curious since she is presented as having been married at
Bloody Point in 1790, but the uncertainty may be a result of the actual status of the Bloody
Point property as discussed below.

In November of 1771, Robert Watts appears to have pledged the Bloody Point property to
Robert Inglis to secure debts. A copy of the first page of the document is attached below.
The document allows Robert Watts and family to remain on the property, but they could be
evicted for nonpayment of the sums listed in the document. There does not appear to be
any record of Inglis repossessing the property, so Robert Watts probably paid off his debts.
It does show he was leveraging Bloody Point to cover debt.






The next documentis a 1777 release from Beaufort County Sheriff John Rhodes to Edward
Davies for the Bloody Point property, as well as some properties in Beaufort. The document
details a public sale of seized properties of Robert Watts, who had died two years prior.
Edward Davies submitted the highest bid for the Bloody Point and Beaufort properties.



s
Whereas Robert Watts of Bloody Point on the Island called the Daufuskey in
parish of Saint Helena and state aforesaid was lately seized in his demesne
of fee and possessed of and in a certain plantation or tract of land containing
four hundred and twenty two acres situate on Daufuskey Island in Saint Lukes *%
parish Granville County in the state aforesaid butting and bounding to the At

North West on land of Mrs Martinagele to the North East on land of Mr. Evans
: to the South East Ward on Daufuskey sound and to the North West on
| Daufuskey Creek Also of land in a certain lot of land situate and lying and “

- | being in the town of Beaufort ..... o




So, we will leave the story there. How did the property get back to Sarah Watts, or John
Mongin? We don't yet have the paper trail, and we may not be able to find one, but we do
know that eventually by the early nineteenth century, the property was owned by the
Mongins But we'll leave that topic until after we present some stories in July about
Daufuskie during the Revolutionary War, in recognition of the 250th birthday of the USA.



