Welcome to the Holy Family Parishes of:

Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Parish
Lost Nation & Toronto

Sacred Heart Parish ~ Oxford Junction
Ss Philip & James Parish ~ Grand Mound

June 2, 2019- Ascension of the Lord

AS WE PREPARE FOR
VISION 20/20...

Let s all pray and call
on the Holy Spirit to guide
us and open our minds,
lips and hearts to the
Gospel.

-

Holy Family Cluster Information
www. holyfamilycluster.com

Pastor: Fr. Francis V. Odoom
Cell: 515-357-8798
Telephone: (563) 847-2271
Email: odoomf@diodav.org
Deacon: Michael Sheil

Cell: 563-613-0607

SS Philip & James Church*
606 Fulton Street - P.O Box 7
Grand Mound, IA 52751

Diane Skinner/Bookkeeper

EM: spj@gmtel.net
Telephone: (563) 847-2271

Re. Ed Dir- Maureen Schrader*
EM: schraders28@hotmail.com
Telephone: 563-370-9545

Church Bulletin Editor

Diana Scott*

EM: drscott@gmtel.net
Deadline: Tuesday Noon

SPJ Comm: Lindsey Tague
Email: lindseytaguel@gmail.com
FB: Sts. Philip and James Church

Our Lady of the Holy Rosary
903 Main St., P.O Box 127

Lost Nation, IA 52254

Email: sheart@netins.net

670 Mill Street

Toronto, IA 52777

(563) 374-1761

EM: sheart@netins.net

OLHR Comm: Kris Bowman
EMail: kristinjbrauer@gmail.com

Secretary/Bookkeeper
Sue Burmeister/Lost Nation,
Oxford Junction & Toronto
EM: sheart@netins.net
Telephone: 563-221-3489

Beverly Brauer - OLHR
Religious Education
Telephone (563) 357-7191
Sacred Heart Church

309 Church Street

Oxford Junction, IA 52323
WEB www.sacredheartoj.org

SH Comm: Colleen Coon
EM: collcoon@gmail.com
Dena Jensen

Religious Education

Oxford Junction

EM: denaj1976@gmail.com

Sacrament of Baptism
Please contact Parish Office
to schedule a baptism.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Marriage Preparation at least
90 days prior to your wedding
date. Please contact Parish
Office.

Pastoral Care
Contact Parish Office for
Home visits, Anointing of the
Sick, Holy Communion

Sacrament Reconciliation
Before Mass or call Parish Of-
fice for arrangement with
Priest.
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Sacred Heart - Oxford Junction Confirmation Candidates:  Jesus, may their ears hear your voice, may their eyes see
your presence in all things, may their lips proclaim your word, may their hearts be your dwelling place, may their hands

do works of charity, may their feet walk in the way of Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord. = Amen. L-R: Father Francis,
Hunter Wink, Bailie Uppena, Allison Paulsen, Carl Eganhouse, Trenton Geltz, Laura Ruley, Trenton Rickels, Justin Ag-
nitsch and Bishop Thomas Zinkula. Congratulations!

The Ascension of the Lord - Jesus Left Us A Message: Most of us have not heard of Franz Jagerstatter; he was a per-
son who lived in Austria during World War 11 in the evil time of Hitler and the Holocaust. Hitler preached an ideology of
hate and evil as it is in our world today. Franz Jagerstatter was an Austrian farmer, poorly educated but he was very
devoted and educated in the gospel.

He came to know Jesus deep in his heart so when it came time for him to be forced into Hitler's army, he refused. On
Aug. 9, 1943, he was beheaded because to refuse to serve in the army was treason. He was a solid Catholic that he was
the only one in his village who said no to Hitler. Hardly anyone said no to Hitler because they were sealed with death if
they did. Does it make you wonder if we will have the courage as Franz Jagerstatter?

He would not kill for Hitler or for anyone, so he stood up and was a witness for Jesus, his faith. He did what Jesus has
asked his disciples and us for over 2000 years to do, "Go and be my witness in Jerusalem and Judea, to the ends of the
earth." We're called to do the same thing today as Franz Jagerstatter, but there are many ways in which the world in
which we live, things our government sometimes asks us to do, go against the way of Jesus. We must understand that
our culture isn't always leading us in the way of Jesus, and our national policies aren't always leading us in the way of
Jesus. How do we sort that out? One of the things we need to do is what Franz did -- read scriptures, read the gospels,
come to know Jesus and understand that his way is the blessed way.

We also need the courage to stand up against common opinion, do not follow the herd mentality, stand up against what
most people think or do and do what Jesus would expect of us. In fact, a book written about Franz is called this: In Soli-
tary Witness. Franz was a solitary witness in his village as he was the only one who stood against Hitler. Even if it's
necessary for us to be solitary in our witness, it's important that we try to hear the message of today, the message that
Luke gives us in that first lesson. It's time to live the way of Jesus as he told us over 2000 years ago and asks us over and
over again to be his witnesses. The prayer that St. Paul spoke is a very important prayer and hopefully we might hear
Paul praying for us now: "May the God of Jesus be revealed to you and give you a spirit of wisdom that you may
know Jesus. May God enlighten your inner vision that you may appreciate the things we hope for, and may God

give you the courage to live the way of Jesus." That's our prayer today and as we celebrate the Ascension; we truly
understand what Jesus is telling us and hope you hear Jesus asking us to go and be his witnesses today by living accord-
ing to his way. Thomas Gumbleton - National Catholic Reporter
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