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Intro  

How to use QR 

Codes  
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Learning the parts of 

the guitar will help 

you become a better 

guitar player, you’re 

learning a new 

language!  

Learn the difference 

between the Fender 

Stratocaster and 

the Gibson Les Paul   
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Proper pick 

technique is 

important 

especially as 

you develop, 

practice 

“alternate” 

picking– up-

down-up-down  

Holding the 

guitar 

correctly 

will help you 

play more 

comfortably 

and 

efficiently, 

Practice 

while 

wearing a 

guitar strap, 

it will help 

hold the 

guitar in 

place.  
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These notes are 

“open strings”  The 

high E is the open 

string closest to 

you.  

The double dots is 

the octave  Knowing the notes on 

the bottom E string 

will be important later 

when learning “bar 

chords” 

Notice that the 

3rd, 5th, 7th and 

9th fret are indicat-

ed by a fret dot.  
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No matter how good your 

technique is, if you are out 

of tune you will not sound 

your best. 

Check out this tutorial to teach 

you how to tune your guitar in 

standard tuning  

One of the easi-

est ways to 

tune your guitar 

is with an 

online tuner  

There are many 

guitar tunings 

but standard 

A440 is the 

best bet when 

starting out.  
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Tab is a shorthand way 

of notating music for the 

guitar. Each line repre-

sents a string and the 

numbers are at what 

frets you play the note  

High E string  

Low E string  

 A riff is a re-

peating 

phrase usual-

ly an intro-

duction or re-

frain 
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A chord is defined as three or more notes 

played together, there are major chords 

(happy) and minor chords (sad). Chords are 

the building block of popular music.  

Did you know 

that most com-

mon key in 

popular music 

is the key of C.  

Most common 

chords in pop-

ular music  
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Open chords are played on the first 

3 frets and contain “open strings” 

tend to sound full and have 

sustain.  
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Bar chords are played by laying 

your index finger across several 

strings at a time. Very popular 

with electric guitarists.   

The “root” note on the 6th 

string is the name of the 

chord, since the root is on 

6th string at the 3rd fret 

this is a G Major chord. This 

shape can be moved up and 

down the fretboard.  

To make the chord minor simply 

lift up your 2nd finger, practice 

going between Major and minor  

and moving up and down the 

fretboard. 
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This is why 

you must 

know the 

names of the 

notes on the 

5th & 6th  

string! 

The “root” note on the 5th 

string is the name of the 

chord, since the root is on 

5th string at the 2nd fret 

this is a B Major chord. This 

shape can be moved up and 

down the fretboard.  

This is a minor bar chord 

shape. Root is on the 5th 

string, practice going 

between Major and minor  

and moving up and down 

the fretboard. 

Pete Townshend of the Who 

performing the “windmill”  
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