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Women in Toroch?

In his report to the group on the highlights ot the Natlongl'
Convention, which he attended as our represantative, Deno Thevaos
noted that mandatory admission of women to individual chapters Was
among the topics addressed bubt not resolved at the Buffalo maetlng.

At present, there is no requirement that local chapters admit women,
although the national organization does s0, and indeed there are wamen
among the national officers and regional directors.

Deno’s report sparked a discussion on whether women were eligible for
membership in the Central Fennsylvania chapter. Several of us thought
that the issue had been decided several years ago, when Feter Everett
was president. Others recalled that the matter had been discussed,
but that no action had been taken. :

Becauze it is a matter of considerable importance to the club,
especially in terms of membership development, I put a motion on the
floor that women be eligible for membsrship in the Central
Fennsylvania Chapter of Torch International. The motion was seconded
and passed with three members present opposed. ;

A check to be sure that our vote was legal proved not only that it was
taken in accordance with the current by-laws, but that the history of
the question of women in the Central Fennsylvania Chapter was longer
than most of us had realized. The by-laws of the club dating from
1973 were revised in 1982, and after a good deal of discussién,
accepted in revised form in January 1983, Amnong the revisions was the
removal of references to "man" or "men," replacing these nouns with
terms such as "individual."  Thus, the current by-laws, while making
no specific provision for the inclusion of women, do not preclude
them. Evidently, the by-laws committee at that time foresaw wﬁaé the
future might hold. i

Don Crider, using the records careful ly kept over the
MeComby, not only found the by-laws revisions but als
"informal vote" on the admission of women .
April, 1987. This vote was affirmative, b
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