












Torch Club Speakers
2022-2023 Program

Date Speaker Topic

Sept. 14   Art Goldschmidt Afghanistan: History
and Mystery

Oct. 12 Peter Jurs The American Fur
Trade of the Far West

Nov. 9   Graham Spanier In the Lion’s Den: The
Penn State Scandal and
a Rush to Judgment

Dec. 14   John Dillon Sunshine Laws and the
Freedom of Information
Act

Jan. 11   Wayne Osgood Useful Things to Know
about Crime

Feb. 8    Terry Engelder        Fracking

Mar. 8    Gary Miller E-Learning and the
Future of Higher
Education

Apr. 12   James Serene Progress in Orthopedic
Surgery and Medicine

May 10   Kim Steiner The Penn State
Arboretum

June 14    Lee Stout Archives and the Centre
County History
Encyclopedia

International Association
of Torch Clubs, Inc.

The International Association of Torch Clubs, Inc.
www.torch.org, was instituted on July 10, 1924.
The Central Pennsylvania Torch Club,
centralpatorch.org, was established in 1955.

The Emblem
The torch is the emblem of light – the light of
knowledge that brings understanding.

Objectives
• To give members of different professions
the opportunity to meet together in the
spirit of fellowship.

• To prevent the narrowing tendencies of
specialization by developing a breadth
of thought and culture.

• To foster the highest standards of
professional ethics and civic well-being; no
club is permitted to sponsor any cause or
partisan movement.

Membership
Members and former members of professions,
disciplines or other endeavors pursued in a
recognized professional manner are eligible for
club membership.

Central Pennsylvania Torch Club Meetings
Torch Club meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of every month (except July and
August) with a social at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6
p.m., and the program at 7 p.m. All meetings
(unless otherwise noted) are at the Ramada Inn and
Conference Center, 1450 S. Atherton St., State
College, PA.

Optional Zoom may be offered:
https://bit.ly/3P85hmb

Torch Club
______________________________

____________________

2022-2023
Speaker Program

Central Pennsylvania Torch Club
State College, Pennsylvania

http://www.torch.org/
http://centralpatorch.org/


2022-2023 Officers
Central Pennsylvania

Torch Club #119
President - Lawrence C. Ragan
Vice President - John Dillon
Recording Secretary - Charles Maxin
Corresponding Secretary - Art Goldschmidt
Treasurer - Peter Jurs
Past President - John Golbeck

Past Presidents
1955  Ralph W. McComb 1990  William M. Smith, Jr.
1956  Kenneth R. Erfft 1991  Richard Porter
1957  William L. Welch 1992  John Hargleroad II
1958  Richard V. Barrickman 1993  Arthur Goldschmidt
1959  Maurice S. Gjesdahl 1994  Benjamin W. Niebel
1960  Robert T. Oliver 1995  Robert Ewing
1961  John E. Miller 1996  Eugene S. Lindstrom
1962  Leslie P. Greenhill 1997  Edward G. Buss
1963  Abram W. Vandermeer 1998  Russell P. Brooks
1964  Jo Hays 1999-00  Eugene McDonald
1965  Paul D. Holtzman 2000-01  Leroy Simpson
1966  David C. Whitmarsh 2001-02  Joseph French
1967  Palmer C. Weaver 2002-03  Timothy E. Kohler
1968  Robert P. Hunter 2003-04  Bill Welch
1969  Robert R. Higashida 2004-05  Tom Fox
1970  John A. Brutzman 2005-06  Rex Warland
1971  Joseph O. P. Hummel 2006-07  Pamela Czapla
1972  John D. McAulay 2007-08  David Phillips
1973  Joseph H. Britton 2008-09  Mark Meckstroth
1974  Allen D. Patterson 2009-10  David Blandford
1975  Roger F. Snyder 2010-11  Lee Stout
1976  Paul M. Kendig 2011-12  Gary Miller
1977  Charles Taylor 2012-13  Dean Snow
1978  Paul R. Bingaman 2013-14  John Vincenti
1979  Deno G. Thevaos 2014-15  Stephen Smith
1980  Benjamin Novak 2015-16  Gordon DeJong
1981  Arthur K. Anderson 2016-17  James Serene
1982  Walter J. DeLacy 2017-18  Roy Hammerstedt
1983  Tom I. Gill 2018-19  Mick McKay
1984  Roger F. Snyder 2019-20  Dick Held
1985  Roger F. Snyder 2020-21  Ming Tien
1986  Donald M. Crider 2021-22 John Golbeck
1987  Peter B. Everett
1988  Paul W. Bixby
1989  Stanley R. Townsend

2022-2023 Membership Roster
Emilie Allan, Professor Emerita, Sociology (St.

Francis University)
Bill Arden, Technology Management,

Astronomer
Mike Bezilla, Historian, Editor*
Bob Carline, Fish Biologist
Gordon DeJong, Professor Emeritus, Sociology

and Demography*
Frank Deutsch, Professor Emeritus,

Mathematics*
John Dillon, Professor Emeritus, Journalism*
Walter Ebaugh, Retired Geologist
Terry Engelder, Professor Emeritus, Earth and

Mineral Sciences*
W. Scott Flipse, Builder, Retired Emergency

Physician
Bob Foster Assoc. Professor Emeritus,

Mechanical Engineering*
John Golbeck, Professor, Chemistry and

Biochemistry & Molecular Biology*
Art Goldschmidt, Professor Emeritus, History*
Louise Goldschmidt, Retired Librarian
Roy Hammerstedt, Professor and Entrepreneur,

Biochemistry & Molecular Biology*
Dick Held, Retired Management Consultant
Bob Hendrickson, Professor Emeritus,

Education*
Bob Igo, Director of Compliance and Reporting,

Outreach and Online Education*
Dick Jones, Retired Public Relations CEO
Peter Jurs, Professor Emeritus, Chemistry*
Ed Klevans, Professor Emeritus, Nuclear

Engineering*
Scott Kretchmar, Professor Emeritus, Exercise

and Sport Science*
Charles Maxin, Physician, Family & Gerontology
Mick McKay, Chemical Engineer, Retired
Gary Miller, Executive Director Emeritus, Penn

State University World Campus*

Dave Mudgett, Senior Instructor, Information
Science & Technology, Retired*

Wayne Osgood, Professor Emeritus, Criminology
and Sociology*

Phil Park, Executive Director, Nat’l Board of
Podiatric Medical Examiners

Gary Petersen, Professor Emeritus, Agronomy*
Lou Pursic, Retired Radiologist
Larry Ragan, Retired Online Learning and

Research Center*
James W. Serene, Retired Orthopedic Surgeon at

Penn State-Hershey
Bob Sills, Professor, Outward Bound
Michelle Smith, Retired Foreign Language

Teacher, SCAHS
Ron Smith, Professor Emeritus, Kinesiology
Steve Smith, Professor Emeritus, Agricultural

Economics and Rural Sociology *
Dean Snow, Professor Emeritus, Anthropology*
Lew Steinberg, Retired Lawyer
Kim Steiner, Professor Emeritus of Forest

Biology and Director of the Arboretum
Dee Stout, Retired Science Teacher, BAMS
Lee Stout, Librarian Emeritus, Archivist*
Marylee Taylor, Associate Professor Emerita,

Sociology*
Ming Tien, Professor, Biochemistry & Molecular

Biology*
Floyd Todd, Reinsurance Agent, Retired
Steve Turns, Professor, Mechanical Engineering*
James Ultman, Professor Emeritus, Chem Eng’g

& Biomedical Engineering*
John Vandenbergh, Professor Emeritus, Zoology,

North Carolina State University
Harry West, Professor Emeritus, Civil

Engineering*
Carolyn Wilhelm, Retired Accountant
Roger Williams, Retired Executive Director, Penn

State Alumni Assn.*

* The Pennsylvania State University



Torch Club Speakers 
2023-2024 Program 

 
 
Date   Speaker   Topic 
 
9/13   Steve Turns  The Classical Guitar - History  
  and Construction 
  
10/11 Dean Snow  The U.S. and the World  
  Heritage Sites Program  
   
11/8 Roger Geiger A Historical Perspective on  
  American Higher Education 
 
12/13  Bill Arden The Star We Live With -  
  Studying the Sun 
 
1/10   Ron Smith The NCAA, Football  

  Concussions and a  
  Multimillion Dollar Lawsuit  

 
2/14  Jean Lee      The Washingtons and the  

  Many Worlds of Mount  
  Vernon, 1650-1860  

 
3/13   Gordon  Is Demography Destiny? Ten  
 DeJong  Master Trends 
 
4/10   Heather   Artificial Intelligence in      

Shoenberger the Public Space 
    

5/8    Steve Smith  Traditional Farming in Latin  
   America  
 
6/12  Ming Tien   Wolf vs Dog - Genetics and  
   Biochemistry  
     
 
Website: http://centralpatorch.org 
 
 
 
 

 
International Association of Torch Clubs, Inc. 
 
The International Association of Torch Clubs, Inc. 
was instituted on July 10, 1924.  Its web page can 
be found at www.torch.org. 
 
The Emblem 
 
The torch is the emblem of light – the light of 
knowledge that brings understanding. 
 
Objectives 
 
• To give members of different professions 
  the opportunity to meet together in the 
  spirit of fellowship. 
• To prevent the narrowing tendencies of 
  specialization by developing a breadth 
  of thought and culture. 
• To foster the highest standards of  
  professional ethics and civic well-being; no 
  club is permitted to sponsor any cause or 
  partisan movement. 
 
Membership 
 
Members and former members of professions, 
disciplines or other endeavors pursued in a 
recognized professional manner are eligible for 
club membership. 
 
Central Pennsylvania Torch Club Meetings 
 
Torch Club meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of every month (except July and 
August) with a social hour at 5:00 p.m., dinner at 6 
p.m., and the program at 7 p.m. All meetings are 
hybrid: in person at the Ramada Inn and 
Conference Center, 1450 S. Atherton St., State 
College and on Zoom (https://bit.ly/3P85hmb). 
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2023-2024 Officers
Central Pennsylvania
Torch Club #119

President - John Dillon
Vice President - Terry Engelder
Recording Secretary - Charles Maxin
Corresponding Secretary - Art Goldschmidt
Treasurer - Peter Jurs
Past President - Lawrence C. Ragan
Webmaster - John Golbeck

Past Presidents
1955 Ralph W. McComb 1990 William M. Smith, Jr.
1956 Kenneth R. Erfft 1991 Richard Porter
1957 William L. Welch 1992 John Hargleroad II
1958 Richard V. Barrickman 1993 Arthur Goldschmidt
1959 Maurice S. Gjesdahl 1994 Benjamin W. Niebel
1960 Robert T. Oliver 1995 Robert Ewing
1961 John E. Miller 1996 Eugene S. Lindstrom
1962 Leslie P. Greenhill 1997 Edward G. Buss
1963 Abram W. Vandermeer 1998 Russell P. Brooks
1964 Jo Hays 1999-00 Eugene McDonald
1965 Paul D. Holtzman 2000-01 Leroy Simpson
1966 David C. Whitmarsh 2001-02 Joseph French
1967 Palmer C. Weaver 2002-03 Timothy E. Kohler
1968 Robert P. Hunter 2003-04 Bill Welch
1969 Robert R. Higashida 2004-05 Tom Fox
1970 John A. Brutzman 2005-06 Rex Warland
1971 Joseph O. P. Hummel 2006-07 Pamela Czapla
1972 John D. McAulay 2007-08 David Phillips
1973 Joseph H. Britton 2008-09 Mark Meckstroth
1974 Allen D. Patterson 2009-10 David Blandford
1975 Roger F. Snyder 2010-11 Lee Stout
1976 Paul M. Kendig 2011-12 Gary Miller
1977 Charles Taylor 2012-13 Dean Snow
1978 Paul R. Bingaman 2013-14 John Vincenti
1979 Deno G. Thevaos 2014-15 Stephen Smith
1980 Benjamin Novak 2015-16 Gordon DeJong
1981 Arthur K. Anderson 2016-17 James Serene
1982 Walter J. DeLacy 2017-18 Roy Hammerstedt
1983 Tom I. Gill 2018-19 Mick McKay
1984 Roger F. Snyder 2019-20 Dick Held
1985 Roger F. Snyder 2020-21 Ming Tien
1986 Donald M. Crider 2021-22 John Golbeck
1987 Peter B. Everett 2022-23 Larry Ragan
1988 Paul W. Bixby
1989 Stanley R. Townsend

2023-2024 Membership Roster

Emilie Allan, Professor Emerita, Sociology (St.
Francis University)

Bill Arden, Technology Management,
Astronomer

Mike Bezilla, Historian, Editor*
Bob Carline, Fish Biologist
Gordon DeJong, Professor Emeritus, Sociology

and Demography*
Frank Deutsch, Professor Emeritus,

Mathematics*
John Dillon, Professor Emeritus, Journalism*
Walter Ebaugh, Retired Geologist
Terry Engelder, Professor Emeritus, Earth and

Mineral Sciences*
W. Scott Flipse, Builder, Retired Emergency

Physician
Bob Foster Assoc. Professor Emeritus,

Mechanical Engineering*
John Golbeck, Professor Emeritus, Chemistry and

Biochemistry & Molecular Biology*
Art Goldschmidt, Professor Emeritus, History*
Louise Goldschmidt, Retired Librarian
Roy Hammerstedt, Professor and Entrepreneur,

Biochemistry & Molecular Biology*
Dick Held, Retired Management Consultant
Bob Hendrickson, Professor Emeritus,

Education*
Bob Igo, Director of Compliance and Reporting,

Outreach and Online Education*
Dick Jones, Retired Public Relations CEO
Peter Jurs, Professor Emeritus, Chemistry*
Ed Klevans, Professor Emeritus, Nuclear

Engineering*
Scott Kretchmar, Professor Emeritus, Exercise

and Sport Science*
Charles Maxin, Physician, Family & Gerontology
Mick McKay, Chemical Engineer, Retired
Gary Miller, Executive Director Emeritus, Penn

State University World Campus*

Dave Mudgett, Senior Instructor, Information
Science & Technology, Retired*

Wayne Osgood, Professor Emeritus, Criminology
and Sociology*

Phil Park, Executive Director, Nat’l Board of
Podiatric Medical Examiners

Gary Petersen, Professor Emeritus, Agronomy*
Lou Pursic, Retired Radiologist
Larry Ragan, Retired Online Learning and

Research Center*
James W. Serene, Retired Orthopedic Surgeon at

Penn State-Hershey
Bob Sills, Professor, Outward Bound
Michelle Smith, Retired Foreign Language

Teacher, SCAHS
Ron Smith, Professor Emeritus, Kinesiology
Steve Smith, Professor Emeritus, Agricultural

Economics and Rural Sociology *
Dean Snow, Professor Emeritus, Anthropology*
Lew Steinberg, Retired Lawyer
Kim Steiner, Professor Emeritus of Forest

Biology and Director of the Arboretum
Dee Stout, Retired Science Teacher, BAMS
Lee Stout, Librarian Emeritus, Archivist*
Marylee Taylor, Associate Professor Emerita,

Sociology*
Ming Tien, Professor Emeritus, Biochemistry &

Molecular Biology*
Floyd Todd, Reinsurance Agent, Retired
Steve Turns, Professor, Mechanical Engineering*
James Ultman, Professor Emeritus, Chem Eng’g

& Biomedical Engineering*
John Vandenbergh, Professor Emeritus, Zoology,

North Carolina State University
Harry West, Professor Emeritus, Civil

Engineering*
Carolyn Wilhelm, Retired Accountant
Roger Williams, Retired Executive Director, Penn

State Alumni Assn.*

* The Pennsylvania State University



 
Torch Club Speakers 
2024-2025 Program 

 
 
 
Date   Speaker     Topic 
 
09/11 Art Goldschmidt  Writing the IATC’s History 
  
10/09 Kevin Alloway     Maintaining Your Memory 

Ability as You Age  
   
11/13 Jeff Wert Custer and the Little 

Bighorn 
 

12/11 Bob Henrickson   First Amendment Rights and 
Protests 

 
01/08 Lew Steinberg The Role of Zoning in 

Municipal Development  
 
02/12 Ford Risley     Abraham Lincoln and the 

Press  
 
03/12 John Golbeck The Iron Furnaces of 

Pennsylvania 
 
04/09 Larry Ragan          Learning About Nature 

using AI  
    

05/14 Walt Ebaugh History of the Rideau Canal 
 

06/11 Scott Kretchmar  Creating Level Playing Fields 
and Other NCAA Problems  

     
 
Please visit our website at http://centralpatorch.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
International Association of Torch Clubs, Inc. 
 
The International Association of Torch Clubs, Inc. 
was instituted on July 10, 1924.  Its web page can 
be found at www.torch.org. 
 
The Emblem 
 
The torch is the emblem of light – the light of 
knowledge that brings understanding. 
 
Objectives 
 
• To give members of different professions 
  the opportunity to meet together in the 
  spirit of fellowship. 
• To prevent the narrowing tendencies of 
  specialization by developing a breadth 
  of thought and culture. 
• To foster the highest standards of  
  professional ethics and civic well-being; no 
  club is permitted to sponsor any cause or 
  partisan movement. 
 
Membership 
 
Members and former members of professions, 
disciplines or other endeavors pursued in a 
recognized professional manner are eligible for 
club membership. 
 
Central Pennsylvania Torch Club Meetings 
 
Torch Club meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of every month (except July and 
August) with a social hour at 5:00 pm, dinner at 6 
pm, and the program at 7 pm. All meetings are at 
the Ramada Inn and Conference Center, 1450 S. 
Atherton St., State College. 
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Speaker Program 

 
 
 

Central Pennsylvania Torch Club 
State College, Pennsylvania 

 
 



2024-2025 Officers  
Torch Club #119 

 
President    Terry Engelder      
Vice President    Walt Ebaugh 
Recording Secretary    Charles Maxin     
Corresponding Secretary   Art Goldschmidt  
Treasurer     Peter Jurs  
Past President     John Dillon 
Webmaster    John Golbeck  
 

Past Presidents 
 
1955  Ralph W. McComb 1956  Kenneth R. Erfft   
1957  William L. Welch 1958  Richard V. Barrickman    
1959  Maurice S. Gjesdahl 1960  Robert T. Oliver   
1961  John E. Miller 1962  Leslie P. Greenhill  
1963  Abram W. Vandermeer 1964  Jo Hays 
1965  Paul D. Holtzman 1966  David C. Whitmarsh 
1967  Palmer C. Weaver 1968  Robert P. Hunter  
1969  Robert R. Higashida 1970  John A. Brutzman  
1971  Joseph O. P. Hummel 1972  John D. McAulay  
1973  Joseph H. Britton 1974  Allen D. Patterson  
1975  Roger F. Snyder 1976  Paul M. Kendig  
1977  Charles Taylor 1978  Paul R. Bingaman 
1979  Deno G. Thevaos 1980  Benjamin Novak 
1981  Arthur K. Anderson 1982  Walter J. DeLacy  
1983  Tom I. Gill  1984  Roger F. Snyder 
1985  Roger F. Snyder 1986  Donald M. Crider 
1987  Peter B. Everett 1988  Paul W. Bixby 
1989  Stanley R. Townsend 1990  William M. Smith, Jr.  
1991  Richard Porter 1992  John Hargleroad II 
1993  Arthur Goldschmidt 1994  Benjamin W. Niebel  
1995  Robert Ewing 1996  Eugene S. Lindstrom  
1997  Edward G. Buss 1998  Russell P. Brooks  
1999-00  Eugene McDonald 2000-01  Leroy Simpson 
2001-02  Joseph French 2002-03  Timothy E. Kohler 
2003-04  Bill Welch 2004-05  Tom Fox 
2005-06  Rex Warland 2006-07  Pamela Czapla 
2007-08  David Phillips          2008-09  Mark Meckstroth 
2009-10  David Blandford 2010-11  Lee Stout 
2011-12  Gary Miller 2012-13  Dean Snow 
2013-14  John Vincenti 2014-15  Stephen Smith 
2015-16  Gordon DeJong 2016-17  James Serene 
2017-18  Roy Hammerstedt 2018-19  Mick McKay 
2019-20  Dick Held  2020-21  Ming Tien 
2021-22  John Golbeck 2022-23 Larry Ragan 
2023-24 John Dillon 

 
2024/2025 Membership Roster 
 
Kevin Alloway, Professor Emeritus, Neural and 

Behavioral Sciences* 
Bill Arden, Technology Management, Astronomer 
Bob Carline, Fish Biologist 
Gordon DeJong, Professor Emeritus,  

Sociology and Demography* 
Frank Deutsch, Professor Emeritus, 
 Mathematics* 
John Dillon, Professor Emeritus, Journalism* 
Walter Ebaugh, Retired Geologist 
Terry Engelder, Professor Emeritus, Geosciences* 
W. Scott Flipse, Builder, Retired Emergency 

Physician 
Bob Foster, Assoc. Professor Emeritus, Mechanical 

Engineering* 
Roger Geiger, Professor Emeritus, Education* 
John Golbeck, Professor Emeritus, Chemistry and  
 Biochemistry & Molecular Biology* 
Art Goldschmidt, Professor Emeritus, History* 
Louise Goldschmidt, Retired Librarian 
Roy Hammerstedt, Professor and Entrepreneur, 
 Biochemistry & Molecular Biology* 
Dick Held, Retired Management 
 Consultant 
Bob Hendrickson, Professor Emeritus, 
 Education* 
Tim Henward, CEO, T2B Solutions, Inc. 
Bob Igo, Director of Compliance and Reporting, 
 Outreach and Online Education* 
Dick Jones, Retired Public Relations CEO 
Peter Jurs, Professor Emeritus, Chemistry* 
Ed Klevans, Professor Emeritus, Nuclear 

Engineering* 
Scott Kretchmar, Professor Emeritus, Exercise and 
  Sport Science* 
Jean Lee, Professor Emeritus, History 
Charles Maxin, Physician, Family & Gerontology 
Art McGarity, Senior Research Scholar and Professor 

Emeritus, Engineering, Swarthmore College 
Gary Miller, Executive Director Emeritus, Penn 
 State University World Campus* 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Dave Mudgett, Senior Instructor, Information 
Science & Technology, Retired* 
Wayne Osgood, Professor Emeritus, Criminology 

and Sociology* 
Gary Petersen, Professor Emeritus, Agronomy* 
Larry Ragan, Online Learning in Higher Education 
Ford Risley, Professor, Communications* 
James W. Serene, Retired Orthopedic Surgeon 
 at Penn State/Hershey 
Connie Sherman, Psychologist, Educator, Disability 

Specialist 
Bob Sills, Professor, Outward Bound* 
Julienne Sills, Administrative Assistant, Secondary 

Education 
Michelle Smith, Retired Foreign Language Teacher, 

SCAHS 
Ron Smith, Professor Emeritus, Kinesiology* 
Steve Smith, Professor Emeritus, Agricultural 
 Economics and Rural Sociology* 
Dean Snow, Professor Emeritus, Anthropology* 
Lew Steinberg, Retired Lawyer 
Kim Steiner, Professor Emeritus, Forest Biology & 

Director of the Arboretum* 
Dee Stout, Retired Science Teacher, BAMS 
Lee Stout, Librarian Emeritus, Archivist* 
Marylee Taylor, Associate Professor Emerita, 
 Sociology* 
Ming Tien, Professor Emeritus, Biochemistry & 

Molecular Biology* 
Floyd Todd, Reinsurance Agent, Retired 
Steve Turns, Professor Emeritus, Mechanical 

Engineering* 
James Ultman, Professor Emeritus, Chem Eng’g & 

Biomedical Engineering*  
John Vandenbergh, Professor Emeritus, Zoology 
 North Carolina State University  
Carolyn Wilhelm, Retired Accountant 
Roger Williams, Retired Executive Director, Penn 
 State Alumni Assn.* 
 
* The Pennsylvania State University 


