
WE SAT DOWN WITH SUE

DEMPSTER, THE WILDFLOWER

WHISPERER FROM WESTERN

WILDFLOWER GARDENS, TO

GET A BETTER

UNDERSTANDING OF HER

UNIQUE ABILITIES IN CREATING

NATIVE GARDEN DESIGNS

THAT SUIT THE HOME

GARDENER.

AS THE WILDFLOWER WHISPERER

AND EXPERT IN WA WILDFLOWER,

HOW DID YOU GET STARTED AND

WHAT’S IT ABOUT?

My grandmother, Eileen Croxford was
a florist who admired the beauty and
shapes of wildflowers whilst my
mother, Hazel Dempster has spent
most of her life conserving WA
natives through propagation. After
growing up around such dedicated,
amateur botanists, I quickly learned
the importance of connecting to
Country through our native flora.

I realised I have a story to share about
adding the magic back into our
gardens. After years of working on
landscapes for local governments,
industry and developers, it became
very clear to me what worked for WA
native landscapes. Home gardens are
simply a smaller version of these
larger landscapes. 

Every home garden I design is filled
with all year round colour using new
methods featuring WA wildflowers, all
specially selected to suit home
gardeners and their lifestyles.

EVERYONE TALKS ABOUT FOUR

SEASONS, BUT I’VE HEARD YOU

WORK WITH SIX - HOW COME?

European settlement introduced the
idea of four seasons around 200-
years-ago. Ever since then, all our
gardening and horticultural practices
have been set around summer,
autumn, winter, and spring.
 
When being on Country in WA with
Mum and Nanna, it was clear that
every two months the seasons were
changing. Although we didn’t know
of the six seasons then, we
recognised the mismatch.

Understanding the flow of our six
Noongar seasons in WA is an asset to
any home gardener. It provides the
opportunity to learn about the
various patterns exhibited by our
native flora and fauna across the
year. 

It also ensures we get colour in our
home gardens throughout the year
rather than just over spring. This is
critical in supplying food to our local
insects and small birds. 

WA gardens are all a combination of
sand, clay or loam in differing
proportions, all with naturally low
levels of nitrogen and phosphorus. For
wildflowers - this is the soil mix of
their dreams and is the main reason
natural native gardens produce such
vibrant, seasonal colour. 

I teach gardeners how to work with
their natural soils and understand the
water, root and soil relationships over
the six Aboriginal seasons. This allows
them to learn about their plants
behaviours, the birds and the bees
visiting their gardens.

ANY FINAL TIPS?

Yes! Contrary to popular belief,
planting your wildflowers in the
warmer months of the year is actually
the best time. The days are longer, the
earth is warmer and as long as you can
do some hand watering, you’ll have a
WA wildflower garden jumping out of
the ground with growth in no time.

I’VE SET MY NATIVE GARDEN UP

WITH IRRIGATION, MULCH AND

OTHER ADDITIVES BUT IT JUST ISN’T

THRIVING, DO YOU HAVE ANY

ADVICE? 

We know your soil is already perfect
for wildflowers.  

Using automatic irrigation, thick
mulch and various soil conditioners is
like adding sugar to all your food. It’s
unnecessary for our wildflowers and is
unhealthy for our local fauna. 

I recommend using the existing soil,
choosing the right plants, deep stem
planting, hand watering and
encouraging the growth of an
ecosystem in the garden to start a
thriving wildflower garden.

YOU SAID OUR SOIL IS PERFECT BUT

ALL I SEE IS DRY, SANDY DIRT -

WHAT AM I MISSING?
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