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In the Communit

Arts and Jazzfest NYC kicks off in Harlem
and beyond

Gwen Black/Founder Arts and
hanfen

Posted By Don Thomas
very summer there ace
a number of wonderful

E festivals heldd all over

New York City but few focus

12 noon until § pm, Arts and
Jazrlest NYC™ will presents
its 7eh Anrsual Visual Arts and
Jazz Day™ an inten ration
al ants and jazz clebration at
the newly renovated Momte
ficee Square Park located on
Broadway between 1371h and
138th Street in West Hardem.

The day will include ac
Uvities foe all ages including
starytelling, dancing, puppet
making, painting, arts and crafts
and live music performances
by Marlem's own Franclsco

& Catlett and his Afro Homs
Band, featuring Vocalist/ Actress

a Loren Coffee, Puppeteer
WITABDOI and Ms. ,with
Arts and Jazzfest NYC™.

Jazzy SlO?!m\f‘ by Art
Ist/Festival Founder Gwen
Black who shares books Inv
spired by Jazz musac, art mak
ing with Visual Artist Austin
Henson and dance lessons by
Dancer/Choreographer Kathy
Sanson along with music by

attention on the relationship of D) Sam Wilson, “Visual Arts

the visudl aets and Jazz music
For the past 20 years Arts and
Jazzlest NYC™ has been the
premier festival dedicated
to bringing visual artists and
musicians from the Village of
Harlem and surrounding sreas
into the spotiight show<asing

their talent through concerts

and dedicated arts acthvities.
This year marks the 20th
anniversary celebrating the
visual side of Jazz music. To
kick off theie annéversary, on
Saturday, June 24, 2023 from

and Jazz Day was created 1o
ensure that the community
was able 1o participate in our
festival so that they could meet
and work alongside artists and
performers who live right heee
our community” says Black,
who herself is a teaching artise,
educaror and Jazz enthusiast.
“Over the years, through
o festival, the conmunity is
now becoming more famisiar
with the correlation between
the visual arts and Jazz music
Master visual artists such as

Francisco Mora-Cathett and Afso Hoens Band

Romare Bearden and Bizabeth
Catlett along with legendary
Jazz Percussionist Joe Cham
bers and the late great Planist/
Cultural ikon Randy Weston
has been festured in the festi
wal, Understanding the history
of 2% and Jazz musk is ver
important for our youth and the
entire community” Black adds,
The festival’s popular Jazz
By The Water™ concert series
retums to Governor's island
foe its third yea (and dth an
nual) and will take place over
theee months Usly, August and
Sept] inside Colone! Row. The

series features 75 Jazz mush
cians from all over the NYC
region

“This outdoor jazz concert
is really an amazing getaway
far the whole family to escape
the city and enjoy some time
together in a (mauldul park
setting and listen to some leg
endary Jazz musicans being
Ing back Jazz Yesterday and
Today™ adds sald Black
A full performance lineup
for Jazz By The Water™ and
dates will be posted online at
wwwartsandazfestny com
Each Jazz concert is FREE

and open to the public but res
ervations for the NYC Ferr
are required, Funding for the
2023 festival was provided
by the West Hadlem Develop
ment Corporation (WHDC),
Jazz Foundation of America,
LMCC (ommumlﬁ Engage -
ment Grant, KER Realty,
with community support from
Sugar Ml Communications
Institute, Inc. (Fiscal sor),
CCCD (Centro Civico Cultural
Dominicano), Graham Wind-
ham/Manhattanviie Commu
nity Center, and Hadlem Public
Arts Progect.
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Another successiul HIP HOP S0th Colebeation leaturing Roomie “The Photogra
pher to the Staes” exhibeion recently took place at the Queens Public Litwary.

The well attendled event was hosted by Popular Ralph McDandeds, the creator and
host of the serminal New York City public access show “Video Mutic Box,” which
debuted in 19835 McDanvels a/k/a “Uncle Ralph® to his fans—had a decadesdong
run documenting the evolution of Hip Mop from the front row and the backstage

dam, 1.'.:. 501C-3) non-prof -‘.aniulha:\--;a hemsred with a Certifs
cate Of Recogabtion from the Mayor Eric Adams Office, on June 12, 2023 for its
decades of humanitarian service to New York City. (L-R) Tony Felton, President,

and Macques Thomas, V9. The gentlemnen was recently in Nodolk, WA, grasting
wcholandvps 10 students from Sooker T. Washington Migh School who will be
attending Norfoli Szate University in the Fall
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

BY EMILY DAVENPORT
Scorncr, and Governors Is-
land is taking advantage of
the warm weather with Arts and
JazzFest NYC.
Now in its 19th year, Arts and
<o~ JazzFest NYC is back with 3rd
Annual Jazz By The Water on
Governor’s Island. The festival
aims to provide an escape for
New Yorkers with live jazz per-
formances in a beautiful setting.
Artist and curator Gwendolyn
Black was inspired to create Arts
and Jazzfest NYC & Visual Arts
and Jazzfest NYC to bring the
importance of the many visual
artists who are dedicated to pre-
serving jazz through their work to
., the public. The festival officially
* kicked off on June 4 on Gover-
nors Island with performances

ummer is right around the

from Justin Robinson Quurtet;
the Phil Young Jazz experience;
Return of the Frozen Earth fen.
turing Paul Brown (guest vocal-
ist . Rochelle Thompson); and
Amanda Pucci Jhones Quartet;

-

Schaeps Media
June 10, 2022

PHOTOVIAGETTY IMAGLS

C. Kelly Wright Ban 3%
“Displaying the “artwork In
publle venues along” with the
musle such Governor’s Island In+
crenses the economic base for the
artists and musrclans a8 well an
i
b

enables the publrc to sce the art
as well as hear the music,” said
Black. “Looking back, it is amaz-
ing how far we have come which
started off with 30 participating
visual artists in the legendary JVC
Jazz Festival as a special event up
until 2008. We are grateful to ev-
eryone for helping us to reach our~
19th Anniversary.”
“ The fun times will contlnue

~on” June” 10 “at 145th St River-

bank State Park, From 11 am,
to 5 pam,, the 6th Annual Visual
Arts and Jazz Day will feature art
and musle-maoking Including sto-
rytelling, puppet moking, music
Instruction, swing dancing, live
musle by Charles Butler and The
Dlues Bandits und other perform-
ers, ndult coloring, and an out-
door plenle with food. Those who
attend are encournged to register -
ahead of thne and bring theirown

.Iazz By The Water returns to Governors Island beyond with free musrc

picnic basket ‘and Tawn chair.

The festival will also take place
at Governors Island on July 23
and Aug. 13 (rain dates July 24

“and Aug. 14). Additional events

will ‘continue " until * September
2022 with exhibitions dedicated
to jazz at several gallcries in Har-
Iem including Centro Civico Cul-
tural Dominicana on 145th Street
and sclect galleries In Brooklyn,

_This year will also bring the re-

turn of a 20ft long mural dedi-
cated to the hit tune “A Night
in Tunisia” in con]unc(lon with
AHRCNYC. ]

Each event is free to the pub-
lrc, but for-the Governors Island
shows, reservations for the NYC
Ferry $3 are required and can
be made at www.govisland.com
under plan your trip.

For more information, visit
www.artsandjazzfestny.com.
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Icon Randy Weston
elebrating 16 years of
presenting visual arts
and jazz music, Visual

Arts and Jazzfest NYC™ will

concludeits 2019 festival with

their annual Year End Holiday

Celebration with the open

ing of the exhibition Randy

Weston “The Man and His

Music” in honor of the late,

reat Guggenheim Fellow,
EA Jazz Master, Pianist,

Composer, and Cultural Icon

Randy Weston.

Fondly known as “Ameri-
ca’s African Musical Ambas -
sador,” Weston's seven decade
contribution of musical diree
tion and genius makes him
one of the world’s foremost
pianists and composers today.

InJ)artnershlp with the
Friends of Randy Weston and
the Fulton Art Fair, Inc,, the
celebration will include an art
and photo display celebrat
ing his life and music. The
exhibition will be on displa
from Dec,, 16th 2019 throug|
January 16th 2020 at the his
toric Stuyvesant Mansion in
Brooklyn, New York. The kick
off reception will be held on
Mon., Dec., 16th, 6pm to 8 pm.

Since the debut of the exhi
bition series formerly known as
Visual Expressions on Jazz™
at the Walter Reade Theater
at Lincoln Center in1999, this
marks the start of the 19 year
relationship that Weston had
withArts and Jazzfest NYC™.

“Over the years Randy has
been a strong supporter and
mentor for us”

Entertainment

through their work.

“To spend over 19 years
with a genius such as Randy
Weston who always stayed
connected with the commu
nity and always made time to
work with and inspire younger
generations has greatlr im
pacted everyone musically and
visually.

“Randy was never too busy
and never too far away to
reach back and perform in our
festival or participate in one of
our many educational forums.
Early on, Randy recognized
the need for a festival such as
Arts and Jazzfest NYC™ be -
cause of its mission to ﬁresent
the visual side of jazz through
so many wonderful creative |
expressions and enable both
visual artists and musicians —.
to come together to showcase
their work.

“We are forever grateful for \
his friendship, guidance, and A -
his musical contributions and Artist/Curator Gwendolyn Black
that is why it was very import
ant for us to end the year with Historian Gene Alexander Pe-
an exhibition celebrating his ters of Sankofa Exhibits, arts
life and commitment to people patron Kevin W. Thorbourne,
everywhere,” says Black. and Artist/Curator Gwendolyn

On display ‘will be the Blackamong others,
works of many emerging, To continue the 16 year
established, and prominent celebration, special activities
visual artists such Otto Ne- will include a panel discus
als, Sadikisha Collier, Larr sion, film presentation and
Weekes, Nina Hellman, El - children’s activities at the
ton Leonard, Sonia Barnett, StuyvesantMansioninJanual
Tamme Hunt, Nate Ladson, along with a display of a 20
Katherine Harrison, Curator/

Curator Gwendolyn Black

who was inspired to create the
festival to further bring to the
public’s eye the importance of
the many visual artists who are
dedicated to preserving jazz

long mural dedicated to the

B
A=

By Don The

Friends of Randy Weston presents
“The Man and His Music” exhibit

hit tune “A Night in Tunisia”
in the Village of Harlem that
was created by community
residents and ‘artists along
with adults with disabilities
from the AHRC day program
from 2011 until 2012. For
further information about the
schedule of events, visit www.
artsandjazzfestny.com and for
sponsorship opportunities or
email gwenblackarts@yahoo.
com.

states Artist/ Historic Stuyvesant Mansion 375 Stuy-Ave. Brooklyn
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The Art Students League of New York
host weekly class for kids ages (8-12)

Posted By Don Thomas |
he Ant Students League l :
of New York started ! '
artists for artists in 1875, ‘v

host a weekly class for children

(ages 8-12) every Saturday

from 1pm-4:30 pm in Manhat

tan. The “Young Artists” class

provides adolescents the op |8

rot(um!y!o develop their eyes,
nds, and minds as artists.

“Young Artists” is taught by
Marilyn J Friedman who studied
drawing, painting, and sculpture
at the Art Students League of
New York attended Skow .m |
School of Painting and Scu
ture and the L,\mvevvryolSm.
Italy and received a B A, In Art
History and Sculpture from
Storry Brook University.

Friedman's work is exhibited
a galleries and sculipture gacdens)
throughout the Northeast and
has won numerous grants and
awards for her portraie, igurative
and abstract works.

Using drawing as the main
foundation, young artists learn RS
to observe, interpret, and de |
sign. Projects incorporate a
broad range of approaches tof
traditional and non-traditional |
subjects, working with meds
ums such as: graphite, char
coal, colored pencil, marker,
ink, watercolor, wax resist,
assemblage, and collage. More
Information visit hitpsy//www.
theartstudentsleague.org/
chass/young-artists-class-2/

Introducing

Gwen Black, renowned curator and vnsual artlst

rh-.'_l.';g
"l.,., Fiks ol
O IS

(v !
el

‘e~ 2
opular community radio ion llustrator. sic can make a difference inour people, make new friends and "It brings me joy 1o see
personality, curator and  “As a graduate of the Art lives and has the power to heall work with artists of diverse people get inspired to create
visual artist Gwen Black, Institute of Pittsburgh and the  “Overthe past 25 plus years, backgrounds. and discover thelr own talents
states “my beginnings started at Fashion Institute of Technology | have had the opportunity to  “As an educator, teachi too! Art and music makes
avery young age. | have always (FIT), I have merged both fine  present artin a vanety of spae  artist and co-founder of IAM a difference in our lives,

been in love with drawing and art, fashion and music in my es. As a curator, | tell a story  (Incorporation of Artists on the bridges our communities and
coloring. My favorite pasttime  work. My father was an aspir-  and share with audsences works Move, Inc), | have been blessed allows us 1o see the world
was to collect paper dolls and Ing musician, so | am deeply of art that | hope will inspire to work throughout our com around us!
mix and match their clothes— inspired by Jazz music and it and excite them. Through my munity working with youths, fArtsTimeWellSpent #5a
ironically years later has been a constant theme inwork as a curator, | have haJ seniors, and especially persons veQurSons #SaveOurDaugh

| began my career as aFash  my work. | believe art and mu  the opportunity 1o meet newwith disabilities. rers.
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HONORING KING — Women In Jazz performing at
the Windows Over Harlem Super Club in the Adam
Clayton Powell State Office Building in Harlem, in
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King: The event was spon-
sored and produced by Gwendolyn Black and Emme
Kemp of Emmerlyne Productions in association with
Incorporation of Artists on the Move Inc.

'Harlem Hospital offers |

New breast MRI can dtect breast

cancer invisible to mammography

Until now, the gold standard
for breast cancer detection has
been mammography.

While mammograms still re-
main a very effective diagnos-
tic tool, they are not the final
word in breast cancer diagno-
sis.

Manhattan East Breast Im-
aging is the first center in New
York State —— and one of only a
handful in the whole country
— to possess the Aurora, an
MRI scanner specifically de-
signed for and devoted to
breast imaging.

“Qur focus since the 70s, has
been to detect breast cancer
when it is approximately 1 cen-
timeter,” says Dr. Mark Novick,
radiologist and medical direc-
tor of the center, which opened
in January. “With the MRI,
we’re going to be trying to get
itdown to 5 millimeters. While
the MRI does not replace stan-
dard mammograms and ultra-
sounds, it will augment those
other imaging techniques.”

Most often it will be used
once a woman has been diag-
nosed with breast cancer.
“There will be cancers that are
not seen on mammography or
ultrasound that MRI can pick
up,” says Dr. Novick. “The
MRI can better show the extent

Breast MRI, to be sure that
they've done adequate map-
ping of the breast.”

Dr. Novick will also use the
MRI on women with especially
dense breast tissue; those who
have high risk factors, such as
a family history or past occur-
rence of breast cancer; or those
who have scarring from prior
lumpectomies. “The MRI is
very helpful to determine if
there is a recurrence at the
lumpectomy site because a scar
and a recurrence can look the
same on other imaging tech-
niques. * It is also the best tool
to find gel bleed or silicone
rupturés in women who have
breast implants.

Another area of potential us-
age that is already undergoing
extensive assessment in Eu-
rope is as a screening mecha-
nism to assess the breasts of
young women in their 20s and
30s. Screening mammography
is not considered appropriate
for most women under age 40;
yet there are increasing num-
bers of cancers being diag-
nosed in this younger age
group. Generally, these can-
cers tend to be discovered
later, often due to the dense
glandular nature of youthful
breast tissue, and prove to be

have a higher blood supply than
normal tissue and grow abnor-
mally quickly, the contrast agent
will usually make them easier to
identify,” says Dr. Novick.

The Aurora Breast MRI is high
on patient comfort both from a
physical and mental standpoint.

One, the patient’s head is out-

side of the machine and two, the
Aurora Breast MRI scanner is
the only one of its kind that

places the technologist in the

room with the patient. The pa-
tient lies on her stomach and
goes in feet first which elimi-
nates the tunnel effect.

Hundreds of images are taken
during the MRI exam, analyzed
by computer and Physician and
compared with the patient’s
mammograms and ultrasounds.
“Having the Aurora dedicated
Breast MRI system within the
breast center eliminates the need
for a patient to go elsewhere for
a Breast MRL,” says Dr. Novick.
“Manhattan East Breast Imaging
aims to deliver results.to pa-
tients within 24 hours, eliminat-
ing the dreaded time waiting for
a diagnosis.”

Believing that this is one of
the most promising-technologi-
cal advances in early breast
cancer detection, Dr. Novick is
at the forefront in terms of pos-
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Ey VANESSA PHILLIPS
izzy Gillespie.

Jelly Roll Morton.

Louis A

Smith, and Ella Fitzgerald, all

women well-known outside of

jazz circles. But women also have
blished  th

Miles Davis.
Wynton Mar-
salis. You've
heard of all the
great men of
jazz.

Now make
room for the
women.

The  Great

Women of Jazz is
the focus of this year's
Black Musician’s Conference at
the University of Massachusetts.
Featured events include an art
exhibit, a panel discussion, video
showings, mini-concerts, and
talks about the vast, but often
unheard of world of women in
jazz.
Their roots lie in the sultry
vocals of Billie Holiday, Bessie

lves as jazz
instrumentalists since the 1930s,
when large groups of all-women
bands toured the country and
took stereotypes by storm. Nowa-
days, wenien are pioneers on the
jazz club scene, in the cassette
and CD business, and even on
“The Arsenio Hall Show.”

I raditionally, successful ef-

forts by women in the jazz
world have been considered ex-
ceptions to the rule by the male-
dominated music scene, relegat-
ing women to mere back-up
singers. But, that's about to
change.
“Beauty and the Beat,” a dual
art exhibit and concert, kicks off

the UMass conference. One half

T —

of the exhibit features watercolor
paintings by fashion illustrator
Gwendolyn . Black, who paints
female jazz artists, such as Ma
Rainey, Dinah Washington, and
Ella Fitzgerald in the clothes of
their time period. For example,
said Black, the women from the
1920s wore flapper dresses,
while Bessie Smith, who crooned
her way through the 1930s, wore
white satin and fur. And Black's
musical accompaniment for the
exhibit, alto saxophonist Corin-
thia Cromwell, wears a miniskirt
in her picture.

Jazz has a vast and varied
history that spans a century
of rhythms. Since New Orleans
had established itself as the
musical city of the country after
the Civil War, it was only natu-
ral that jazz would grow there.
The earliest forms of jazz
emerged out of the black com-

munity in the late 19th centu- -

ry— out of spiritual songs from
slavery days. Although the
deepest roots of jazz rest in
these spiritual hymns and the
blues, jazz initially borrowed
from vaudeville and 19th-centu-
;ya European marches and pol-
s.

In the early 1900s, street bands
were hired to play this new form
of music that was cultivating
into jazz. Ragtime was estab-
lished, and Scott Joplin and Jelly
Roll Morton gave a life to the
Eiano that it had never seen

efore. It was at this time, when
New Orleans insiders spread to
Mississippi, Chicago, and New
York, that jazz spread across the
country like a heated jam ses-
sion.

After World War [, young

people saw jazz as the choice
music of rebellion. With the
increased popularity of cabarets
and dance halls, jazz found yet
other venue in which to spread
its lively beat.

n the 1920s and ‘30s, jazz

‘musicians soared into the
limelight. Big bands were creat-
ed that gave structure to the
once spontaneous feeling of jazz.
Women jazz m flour
ished at this time. Singers Bessie

ciane

Smith, Ella Fitzgerald, and Billie
Holiday worked the scene at
festivals, carnivals, and music
halls. These vocalists belted tales
of woe that reflected their lives.
As Sally Placksin writes in
“Women in Jazz: 1900 to the
present,” “They sang of love,
unrequited love, murderous rev-
enue, anger, prostitution,
abandonment, loneliness, dis-
ease, alcohol, home, humor, sex,
ships, hard luck, death, lesbian-
ism, male homosexuality, vio-
lence, and even aching feet.”
Continued on p.5

By VANESSA PHILLIPS
a full jazz band while you

gallery filled with larger-than-
life sketches of the. great
women of jazz. o

If that sounds like a"scene
out of America’s golden ‘age
of jazz, then you've entered

Black and Corinthia Crom-
well, two artists who " are
bringing a unique edge to this
ference. |

dia “Beauty and the Beal:

Artists serenade

walk - through an open “art

the world of Gwendolyn ©

year's Black Musician's Con- -

Their exhibit, the multi-me: -

conference on March 22 with
e tnltietl bination ol

. do something togéther to give
. fecognition to women of all

guing
water colors and jazz music.

Black, a fashion illustratos
. ‘and jazz lover, and Cromwell,
an alto saxophonist,  devel:
oped a fast friendship in 1969,
when a mutual friend intro-
uced them. 34
The Idea for: the project
came “about one night whe
Black .and Cromwell went to
the Bluenote jazz club in New
York City, and realized that
all the players were male.

“We decided we needed to

8 who have em-
braced jazz,” Black said.

They finally .settled on a
visual“and ‘musical feast of
images... =Y :
“*“Beauty and the Beat” has
been shown in selected parts
of ' the " country since 1991. -
Black said that the show is “a
ot of  hard . work but it's
coming along.”

-Her paintings are waterco-

i+, lors that show women jazz
<. musiZians dressed

in the
unique sarb that designated

* manufactuter

audiences with images of women

Women in Jazz,” kicks off the

Imagine being serenaded by - i thair Ume period. :

During the exhibit, Crom-
well croons on her alto sax as
her back-up band Chapter

Five serenades an audience,

Black, a  native of Pitts-
burgh, Penn., attended the
Art - Institute there, and
moved to New York when
she was a student at the
Fashion Institute of Technol

* Cromwell want their exhibit

ty in Washington, D.C. She's
played with Jon Faddis, Dex-
ter Gordon, and Wynton Mar-
salis.

Black said that she and

to open the eyes of audiences

who have so far been blind to

the talents of women in jazz.
“Our goal is to give the
di hing to think

gy- She worked as a clothing
until 1990,
when she left to pursue her
artwork.

Cromuwell, .originally from
Baltimore, Md., studied Music
Therapy at Howard Universi-

about. It's important for
young people to see the fash-
ion sketches with the pretty
clothes and colors, and maybe
they'll inquire further and
learn more about the lives of
these women."”

4 OFF CAMPUS + March 18-March 24, 1993
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