CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM

TO: All Legislators

FROM: Sen. Kelda Roys and Rep. Tara Johnson

DATE: March 12, 2025

RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0918, relating to: serving maple syrup in a public eating place.
DEADLINE: Friday, March 21, 2025

There is nothing more delicious than a stack of fluffy, hot pancakes, smothered in real Wisconsin
butter and rich maple syrup. The only thing that could ruin this culinary delight is an unexpected,
and unwelcome, substitution of sticky sweet liquid that has never been anywhere near an actual
sugar maple tree.
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“Corn syrup,” “breakfast syrup,” “maple-flavored syrup,” “homemade syrup,” “imitation maple
syrup,” or just “syrup” — call it what you will, it is NOT maple syrup. Real maple syrup comes
straight from maple trees that are tapped in the spring, and their sap is collected and slowly
boiled down to concentrate it. If a restaurant advertises “maple syrup,” it ought to be pure maple
syrup, so that consumers don’t unwittingly order the wrong sweet treat for breakfast.

Maple syrup producers are a vital part of our economy and farming history. Wisconsin’s maple
syrup producers crafted 458,000 gallons in 2024, up 1,000 gallons from 2023.

This bill continues Wisconsin’s history of supporting truth in food products, by requiring that
restaurants only use the term “maple syrup” to describe actual maple syrup. Wisconsin already
has similar laws on the books that ensure consumers are served real butter in restaurants, and has
laws ensuring that honey is not adulterated with other sweeteners or ingredients like corn syrup.

This bill protects consumers and supports maple syrup producers by ensuring that when a
restaurant advertises real “maple syrup,” that’s what will show up at the table. Nothing in this bill
prohibits restaurants from offering other kinds of syrup, or charging more for pure maple syrup,
or requires them to offer maple syrup. This is strictly a truth in labeling bill. There are no penalties
for non-compliance.

To be added as a co-sponsor to LRB-0918, please respond to this email or contact Sen. Roys’
or Rep. Johnson’s office.

Deadline for Co-Sponsorship: Friday, March 21 2025.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under the bill, a public eating place may not serve a product identified as maple syrup unless
the product is made entirely of maple syrup, as the term is defined in federal regulations.


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Wisconsin/Publications/Crops/2024/WI-Maple-Syrup-06-24.pdf

