
Hodgsons Roberts Rd Sand Quarry Independent Audit 16/3/2017 to 4/6/2020
Non-compliances, finding, recommendations and proposed actions
DA Conditions

Condition Text Findings and Recommendations Action Plan Due Date
General
Adherence to Terms of DA and EIS

2
The Applicant shall:(a) carry out the development generally in accordance with 
the EIS, Modification 1, Modification 3 and Modification 2; and (b) comply with 
the conditions of this consent

The development is generally being carried out in 
accordance with the EIS, Mod 1, Mod 2 and Mod 3, and 
with the conditions of development consent, however a 
number of non-compliances were identified. 
Recommendations are provided against the specific 
conditions below.

Noted See individual 
Conditions

Air Quality
Air Quality Criteria

28

The Applicant shall take all practical steps to manage the development so that 
the ambient air quality goals for total suspended particles (TSP) of 90 μg/mᶟ 
(annual average), particulate matter (PM10) of 50 μg/mᶟ (24 hours average) and 
30 μg/mᶟ (annual average) and the dust deposition goal of 4gm/m2 (annual 
average) are not exceeded as a result of the development, when measured at 
any monitoring location specified in the Air Quality Management Plan.

Air quality exceedances were noted for exceedence of 24 
hour average PM10 criteria on 15 February 2018, 6th 
March, 5th April, 29 April, 19 November, and on 7, 19 and 
31st December 2019. Exceedences were also noted for 
12th, 18th, 24th and 30th January 2020 and 5th February 
2020. 2018 - This exceedence was reported in the 2018 
Annual Review and Compliance Report. There was no 
correspondece observed from the Department with respect 
to this result. 2019 - Exceedences for the months of 
November and December 2019 and for January 2020 were 
reported to the Department once results were available. 
There was no correspondence available to indicate if there 
was any follow up required for these exceedances. The 
operator is to ensure correspondence is followed up with 
the relevant regulators and that this correspondence is 
appropriately filed and documented for compliance 
purposes.

The operator will ensure that all department 
correspondence is followed up and that copies of 
the follow up are filed and documented.

Following all relevant 
regulator 
communications, 
ongoing

Air Quality Monitoring

36 (a)

Operation of dust deposition gauges and monitoring must be carried out in 
accordance with;
(a) Australian Standard 3580.10. 01 (1991) Particulates – Deposited Matter – 
Gravimetric Method. Approved method AM-19 referred to in Approved Methods 
for the Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in New South Wales, December 
1999.

Note - location of Dust Gauge 2 is impeded by trees. The 
trees in this area are part of remnant vegetation and 
subsequently can't be disturbed.  It is recommended that 
the location of dust gauge 2 is reviewed in light of the 
current constraints of this location, and current monitoring 
equipment in other locations.

The operator contacted the relevant neighbour in 
person on 21st July 2020 regarding relocating the 
dust gauge onto their premises. They denied 
permission. There is no other suitable location that 
covers the relevant sensitive receptor, while 
remaining accessible to monitoring staff.  The AS 
states "Sampling sites not meeting the above 
criteria require a statement in the monitoring data 
report noting this".  This statement will be included 
on all relevant reports and correspondence.

21/7/2020 and ongoing

Soil and Water
Water Management Plan

42

The Applicant shall prepare a Water Management Plan for the development to 
the satisfaction of the Secretary. This plan must be prepared in consultation with 
DPI-Water by suitably qualified and experienced person/s whose appointment 
has been approved by the Secretary, and be submitted to the Secretary for 
approval by 31 December 2016. The plan must be updated on an annual basis 
in consultation with DPI-Water for three years from the date of approval of 
Modification 2 and thereafter as agreed with by the Secretary.

The most current Water Management Plan is dated 20 
March 2018. This was received and acknowledged by 
DPE. The Water Management Plan has not been subject 
to annual review in consultation with DPIE-W for the three 
years from the date of approval of Mod 2. The current 
version is dated 20 March 2018. The Water Management 
Plan should be updated in consultation with DPIE-W in 
order to meet this requirement, and then subject to 
ongoing review as agreed by the Secretary.

The Water Management Plan is to be updated by 
a suitably qualified and experienced person whose 
appointment has been approved by the Secretary, 
in consultation with the DPIE-W

31st December 2020.

Process Water Dam Design and Construction
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45

The Applicant must ensure that the Process Water Dam is designed and 
constructed in a manner that satisfies the design and construction criteria for the 
Process Water Dam as developed under the Surface Water Management Plan 
(see condition 42(b) above).

Surface Water Management Plan has been revised to 
address this condition (refer Section 8 of the SWMP). Ths 
section contains conflicting recommendations with respect 
to the requirement to consult with the Dam Safety 
Committee and the requirement for assessment by a 
suitably qualified engineer (refer section 8.2). It is 
recommended that the SWMP is reviewed to detail and 
explain why the Dam Safety Committee and engineering 
sign-off is no longer relevant to the development.

The Water Management Plan is to be updated by 
a suitably qualified and experienced person whose 
appointment has been approved by the Secretary, 
in consultation with the DPIE-W

31st December 2020.

Flora and Fauna

54
In construction of the bund walls at the corner of Roberts Road and Old 
Northern Road, the Applicant shall minimise disturbance to existing native 
vegetation.

No additions to this bund wall observed. Vegetation 
established on these bunds has been removed by an 
Endeavour Energy contractor in 2015. No replanting has 
been undertaken to maintain vegetation and visual 
screening in this area. Planted vegetation on the bund 
walls at the corner of Roberts Road and the Old Northern 
Road was removed during the prior audit period. It is 
recommended that revegetation of these areas is carried 
out in consultation with the electricity utility to establish and 
maintain this visual screening.

Revegetation in consultation with the utility 
company is to be undertaken 31st December 2020.

Landscape and Rehabilitation Management Plan

By 31 December 2017, the Applicant shall lodge a Conservation and 
Rehabilitation Bond with the Department to ensure that the management of 
biodiversity and the rehabilitation of the site are implemented in accordance with 
the performance and completion criteria set out in the Flora and Fauna 
Management Plan and Landscape and Rehabilitation Plan. The sum of the bond 
shall be determined by:

Advice from the DPIE was requested when the Landscape 
and Rehabilitation Plan was developed. This plan includes 
a proposed approach to the calculation of the rehabilitation 
bond, however this has not been
finalised or lodged. The Landscape and Rehabilitation Plan 
includes a proposed approach, but this has not been 
determined, and consequently the bond has not been 
lodged. It is recommended that DPIE be formally followed 
up in writing (not email) again. If a response is not 
forthcoming, then the bond should be calculated and 
lodged by a suitably qualified rehabilitation consultant in 
accordance with the methodology previously presented to 
DPIE.

The department will be contacted in writing 
requesting approval of the bond calculation 
method and a procedure for lodgement. The 
operator will ensure that all department 
correspondence is followed up and that copies of 
the follow up are filed and documented.

31st October 2020.

(a) calculating the cost of rehabilitating the site taking into account the likely 
surface disturbance over the following 3 years of quarrying operations; and

(b) employing a suitably qualified quantity surveyor or other expert to verify the 
calculated costs, to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
Note: If the rehabilitation of the site is completed to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary, then the Secretary will release the bond. If the rehabilitation of the 
site is not completed to the satisfaction of the Secretary, then the Secretary will 
call in all or part of the bond, and arrange for the completion of the relevant 
works.

Reporting
Incident Reporting

61
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The Applicant shall immediately notify the Secretary and any other relevant 
agencies of any incident. Within 7 days of the date of the incident, the Applicant 
shall provide the Secretary and any relevant agencies with a detailed report on 
the incident, and such further reports as may be requested.

Air quality exceedances were noted for exceedance of 24 
hour average PM10 criteria on 15 February 2018, 6 March, 
5 April, 29 April, 19 November, and on 7, 19 and 31 
December 2019. Exceedances were also noted for 12, 18, 
24 and 30 January 2020 and 5 February 2020. 2018 - This 
exceedance was reported in the 2018 Annual Review and 
Compliance Report. There was no correspondence 
observed from the Department with respect to this result. 
2019 - Exceedances for the months of November and 
December 2019 and for January 2020 were reported to the 
Department once results were available. There was no 
correspondence available to indicate if there was any 
follow up required for these exceedances. The operator 
should ensure correspondence is followed up with the 
relevant regulators and that this correspondence is 
appropriately filed for compliance purposes.

The operator will ensure that all department 
correspondence is followed up and that copies of 
the follow up are filed and documented.

Following all relevant 
regulator 
communications

EPL Licence no. 6535
Operating Conditions

O2.1

All plant and equipment installed at the premises or used in connection with the 
licensed activity:
a) must be maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and
b) must be operated in a proper and efficient manner.

Site inspection identified that hydraulic oils were stored in 
the workshop area without secondary containment. 
Approximately 13 x 200L drums of hydraulic oils were 
stored in the workshop. These drums were stored on 
standard timber pallets without any form of secondary 
containment. The workshop area is not bunded. While the 
storage of these materials is inside the workshop, and 
consequently low risk, due to the movement of these items 
by forklift, and the evidence of minor spills it is 
recommended that these drums should be stored on 
bunded pallets, or in an appropriately bunded area to 
mitigate this risk.

A roll-bund will be purchased and installed around 
the drums to prevent minor spills. 31st October 2020.

Reporting Conditions
R1.5

The Annual Return for the reporting period must be supplied to the EPA by 
registered post not later than 60 days after the end of each reporting period or in 
the case of a transferring licence not later than 60 days after the date the 
transfer was granted (the 'due date').

The EPA licence register was checked which showed that 
the 2020 Annual Return was lodged on 19 May 2020. The 
licence holder shall ensure that Annual Returns are 
prepared and lodged within the 60 day period for reporting.

This was an error caused by intermittent internet 
access. The operator will allow more time prior to 
the lodgement date to ensure that the Annual 
Return is lodged on time.

3 working days prior to 
11th May 2021.

Opportunities for Improvement
Regular inspection and maintenance of screen plantings Inspection to be added to quarterly environmental 

management checklist
3 months after new 
plantings installed

Regular inspection and maintenance of areas of erosion Inspection to be added to quarterly environmental 
management checklist 31st October 2020.

Provision of additional spill kits in operational areas in the 
event of a hydrocarbon spill or leak Additional spill kits will be purchased and placed in 

relevant mobile plant.  Their use and location will 
be discussed at a regular toolbox meeting. 31st December 2020.

Further onsite segregation of wastes to allow for better 
recycling opportunities

Recycling opportunities will be added to the 
regular toolbox meetings. Ongoing



From: Hala Fua
To: Lisa Thomson
Cc: hodgsonquarries; Tara O"Brien
Subject: RE: Roberts Road Quarry - Response to Independent Environmental Audit - Service Level Agreement
Date: Friday, 6 November 2020 1:43:49 PM
Attachments: image005.png

Dear Lisa,
 
Thank you for your email. Your request to delay the update and submission of the Water
Management Plan following the determination of MOD 4 has been accepted. However, to
ensure action is taken on the plan in a timely manner, please update and submit the plan by COB
31 March 2021 if MOD 4 has not yet been determined by this time.
 
Happy to discuss. Thank you.
 
Regards,
 

Hala Fua
Senior Compliance Officer
Planning & Assessment | Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
T  (02) 8837 6328  |  E hala.fua@planning.nsw.gov.au 
Locked Bag 5022 | PARRAMATTA NSW 2124
www.dpie.nsw.gov.au

 

From: Lisa Thomson <Lisa@vgt.com.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 5 November 2020 2:32 PM
To: Hala Fua <Hala.Fua@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: hodgsonquarries <hodgsonquarries@gmail.com>; Tara O'Brien <Tara@vgt.com.au>
Subject: RE: Roberts Road Quarry - Response to Independent Environmental Audit - Service Level
Agreement
 
Dear Hala Fua,
I am writing regarding the Independent Environmental Audit undertaken on DA 267-11-99 and
the resultant Action Plan.  One of the actions following from the IEA was that the project’s Water
Management Plan be updated.  Tara O’Brien from VGT has been approved to undertake these
works, and a draft report is nearing the consultation phase.
 
As you are aware, the project has an application for a fourth modification close to approval,
which will require the Water Management Plan to undergo a further update.  We are therefore
seeking approval to delay the current update (due December 2020) until after the Mod 4
conditions are received by the proponent.
 
Thanking you in anticipation,
 
Regards,

mailto:Hala.Fua@planning.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Lisa@vgt.com.au
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=user1e649a01
mailto:Tara@vgt.com.au
mailto:hala.fua@planning.nsw.gov.au
http://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/
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NSW | Environment






Lisa Thomson
BAppSc, CChem
 
Phone: (02) 4028 6412  l  Mobile: 0427 334471
www.vgt.com.au

 
 

From: no-reply@majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au <no-
reply@majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 10:17 AM
To: Submissions <Submissions@vgt.com.au>
Cc: Hala.Fua@planning.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Roberts Road Quarry - Response to Independent Environmental Audit - Service Level
Agreement
 
The Department has now commenced its detailed assessment of the Response to Independent Environmental Audit for
the Roberts Road Quarry.

The Department has classified this document as 'Regular'.
 
The Department may ask for additional information to complete its assessment. 
 
If you have any enquiries, please contact Hala Fua on 8837 6328 /at Hala.Fua@planning.nsw.gov.au.

To sign in to your account click here or visit the Major Projects Website. 

Please do not reply to this email.

Kind regards

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment

Subscribe to our newsletter

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------
This email is intended for the addressee(s) named and may contain confidential and/or privileged information.

If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and then delete it immediately.

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL
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Lisa Thomson Contact: Alfarid Hussain
VGT Environmental Compliance Solutions Pty Ltd Phone: 02 9274 6456
PO Box 2335 Email:
compliance@planning.nsw.gov.au
Greenhills, NSW 2323

19 May 2020

Dear Ms Thomson

Agreement of Independent Auditor
Roberts Road Maroota Sand Quarry - DA267-11-99

I refer to your request relating to DA267-11-99-PA-4 seeking the agreement of the Secretary of the
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (Department) for a suitably qualified,
experienced and independent audit team to undertake the 2020 Independent Environmental
Audit of the Roberts Road Maroota Sand Quarry. 

In accordance with Condition 70 of DA 267-11-99, as modified (Consent) the Secretary has
approved the appointment of the following audit team: 

1. Lead auditor - Ian Richardson of RPS Australia East Pty Ltd and 
2. Assiting auditor -  Shaun Smith of RPS Australia East Pty Ltd

Please ensure this correspondence is appended to the Independent Audit Report. 

The Independent Audit must be prepared, undertaken and finalised in accordance with the
requirements of Conditions 70 and 71 of the Consent. The Department also recommends
consideration be given to the Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (Department 2018) to
the extent that it does not contradict Schedule 5, Condition 6 of the Consent. Failure to meet these
requirements will require revision and resubmission.

The Department reserves the right to request an alternate auditor or audit team for future audits.

Notwithstanding the agreement for the above listed audit team for this Project, each respective
project approval or consent requires a request for the agreement to the auditor or audit team be
submitted to the Department, for consideration of the Secretary. Each request is reviewed and
depending on the complexity of future projects, the suitability of a proposed auditor or audit team will
be considered.

If you wish to discuss the matter further, please contact Alfarid Hussain on 02 9274 6456. 

Yours sincerely

http://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/


Julia Pope
Team Leader- Compliance - Metro
As the Secretary’s nominee



From: Submissions
To: Hala Fua; Submissions
Cc: hodgsonquarries
Subject: RE: Roberts Road Quarry - Independent Environmental Audit
Date: Thursday, 24 September 2020 1:49:00 PM
Attachments: image006.png

Roberts Road Quarry - Post Approval Document Received - (DA267-11-99-PA-4).msg
Request for auditor approval 2020.pdf

Dear Hala Fula,
The Auditor Declaration was included with the request for approval of the audit team uploaded

to the portal on 15th May 2020.
It is included again now for convenience.
 
Apologies for the delay in beginning the audit – there were issues finding an available auditor
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Apologies for not including this fact in the approval request.
 
 
Regards,
Lisa Thomson
BAppSc, CChem
 
Phone: (02) 4028 6412  l  Mobile: 0427 334471
www.vgt.com.au

 

From: Hala Fua <Hala.Fua@planning.nsw.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 22 September 2020 12:39 PM
To: Submissions <Submissions@vgt.com.au>
Cc: hodgsonquarries <hodgsonquarries@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Roberts Road Quarry - Independent Environmental Audit
 
Dear relevant person,
 
I refer to Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) dated 5 August 2020 prepared by RPS Australia
East Pty Ltd (reference 147039-2) in accordance with Condition 70 to Schedule 2 of
Development Consent no. DA 267-11-99 as modified (Consent), which authorises the extraction
and on-site processing of sand, clay and pebble at the Roberts Road Maroota Sand Quarry
situated at 28 Roberts Road, Maroota NSW.
 
Condition 70 relevantly states:

Every 3 years from the date of this consent and at the completion of works under this consent, unless
the Secretary directs otherwise, the Applicant shall commission and pay the full cost of an Independent
Environmental Audit of the development. This audit must:
(a) be conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of experts whose

mailto:Submissions@vgt.com.au
mailto:Hala.Fua@planning.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Submissions@vgt.com.au
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=user1e649a01
http://www.vgt.com.au/

w rlgnn'i:ng,&
ndustry
NSW | Environment





Roberts Road Quarry - Post Approval Document Received - (DA267-11-99-PA-4)

		From

		no-reply@majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au

		To

		Submissions

		Cc

		Submissions

		Recipients

		Submissions@vgt.com.au; Submissions@vgt.com.au



Dear Lisa ,

Thank-you, your post approval document  in relation to the Roberts Road Quarry has been received by the Department. Details of this document are below and in the attachment.

Date Lodged
15/05/2020

Document Name
Request for auditor approval 2020 
 
Description of Document
Request for independent auditor approval  

Applicable Conditions


Schedule	 Condition	 

2	 70	 





To sign in to your account click here or visit the Major Projects Website.  




Please do not reply to this email.



Kind regards



Department of Planning, Industry and Environment





Subscribe to our newsletter



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This email is intended for the addressee(s) named and may contain confidential and/or privileged information.

If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and then delete it immediately.

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL
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Post Approval Form_20200515064555.pdf




 



   



     



 



Post Approval    



 



Title Mr 



First Name Stuart 



Last name Reed 



Email hodgsonquarries@gmail.com



Phone 0418277871 



Role/Position Environmental Officer - Hodgson Quarries and Plant Hire Pty Ltd 



Address



PO Box 1778 



Gosford
New South Wales
2250
AUS  



Personal Details



Applying as a company/business?



No



Company Details



Proponent Details



Project:



Roberts Road Quarry - DA267-11-99-PA-4



Name of Document



Request for auditor approval 2020



Related matter



Monitoring Report



Type of Document Lodgement



New Document



Description of the document and reason for submission / Overview of changes made to existing documents



Request for independent auditor approval



Schedule Condition



2 70



Applicable Conditions



Consultation required as part of the preparation of the document?



No



Consultation through the Major Projects portal



Post Approval Details



File Name Category



Request for auditor approval 2020.pdf Post Approval Document



Attachment of Post Approval application













 


15th May 2020 
 
NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
Via email 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
RE:  Independent Audit for Roberts Road Maroota Sand Quarry DA267-11-99 


Approval of Qualified Auditors 
 
As you are aware, the sand quarry located at Lots 1 & 2, DP228308 and Lot DP312327, Roberts Road, 
Maroota (DA 267-11-99), is required to undertake an independent audit every 3 years. On behalf of our client, 
Hodgson Quarries and Plant Pty Ltd, we seek approval from the Secretary for RPS Australia East Pty Ltd to 
conduct the audit as an Independent Environmental Auditor to comply with consent conditions as described 
below and the guidelines published by the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment.  


INDEPENDENT ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT  
70. Every 3 years from the date of this consent and at the completion of works under this consent, unless the 
Secretary directs otherwise, the Applicant shall commission and pay the full cost of an Independent 
Environmental Audit of the development. This audit must:  
(a) be conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of experts whose appointment has 
been endorsed by the Secretary;  
(b) include consultation with the relevant agencies;  
(c) assess the environmental performance of the development and assess whether it is complying with the 
requirements in this Consent and any relevant EPL (including any assessment, plan or program required under 
these approvals); 
(d) review the adequacy of strategies, plans or programs required under the abovementioned approvals; and  
(e) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the 
development, and/or any assessment, plan or program required under the abovementioned approvals.  
 
Note: This audit team must be led by a suitably qualified auditor and include experts in any field specified by the Secretary. 


 


Attached is the Curriculum Vitae of the relevant personnel from RPS and an independence declaration.  If you 
have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact us. 


Regards, 


 


Lisa Thomson 


VGT Environmental Compliance Solutions Pty Ltd 


 







 
 
 
 
 
Our ref: 147039-2 


Date: 30 April 2020 
 


RPS Australia East Pty Ltd. Registered in Australia No. 44 140 292 762 


rpsgroup.com 


Unit 2A, 45 Fitzroy Street 


Carrington NSW 2294 


T +61 2 4940 4200  
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Hodgson Quarries & Plant Pty Ltd 
PO Box 1178 
Gosford NSW 2250 


 


Dear Mr Hodgson, 


SUBJECT - DECLARATION OF INDEPENDANCE 
I refer to the pending Independent Environmental Audit of Maroota Sand Quarry operating under DA276-11-
99. As part of the requirements to appoint an independent auditor, the Department of Planning, Industry, and 
Environment requires the auditor to provide a written declaration of independence. This letter has been 
prepared to satisfy that requirement.    


It is proposed that Ian Richardson of RPS Australia East Pty Ltd will undertake the role of Lead Auditor and 
Shaun Smith of RPS Australia East Pty Ltd will undertake the role Support Auditor. This letter makes the 
following declaration: 


As required by the Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (DoPIE, 2018), our audit team 
declares that we: 


 are not related to any proponent, owner, operator or other entity involved in Hodgson Quarries & Plant 
Pty Ltd; 


 do not have any pecuniary interest in Hodgson Quarries & Plant Pty Ltd or related entities; 


 have not provided services (not including independent reviews or auditing) to Hodgson Quarries & Plant 
Pty Ltd; 


 are not an Environmental Representative for Hodgson Quarries & Plant Pty Ltd; and 


 have not accepted any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit from Hodgson Quarries & 
Plant Pty Ltd. 


Ian Richardson    Shaun Smith 


Lead Auditor     Support Auditor 


Newcastle General Manager - Place and Environment  Principal Environmental Planner 


RPS Group     RPS Group 


     
        


Date: 30.4.2020    Date: 30.4.2020 
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Ian Richardson Lead Auditor 


Role at RPS 


General Manager, 


Newcastle 


 


Location 


Newcastle, NSW, Australia 


 


Qualifications 


Graduate Diploma in 
Occupational Health & 
Safety - University of 


Newcastle, NSW (2003) 


Bachelor of Environmental 
Science (Earth Science) – 
University of Newcastle, 


NSW (2000) 


 


Memberships 


Chartered Professional 
Member (CPMSIA) Safety 


Institute of Australia Ltd 


 


Why Ian for this role 


Ian has 25 years’ experience working in environmental impact assessment and 
management, work health and safety, hazardous materials and project 
management in both the private and government sectors. 


Prior to joining RPS, Ian project managed, consulted and directed numerous 
projects for air quality, civil and environmental engineering, health and safety 
consulting, contaminated land remediation, and auditing in a range of sectors 
including mining, power, transport, commercial, government and Defence. 


As the General Manager of RPS’ Newcastle office, Ian manages a multi-
disciplinary team of over 50 professional and technical staff providing consulting 
services including Surveying, Planning, Heritage, Ecology, Bushfire, Project 
Management, Communications and Quantity Surveying. 


Relevant projects 


Koppers Wood Products and Koppers Carbon Materials Compliance 


Audits, Koppers Australia, 2012 – 2020 * 


Ian was engaged as audit program manager and Lead Auditor for Environmental, 
Health and Safety compliance audits at Koppers Wood Products facilities in 
NSW, QLD, WA and Tasmania, Koppers Carbon Materials facilities in NSW and 
Victoria and Koppers Performance Chemicals facilities in New Zealand, Victoria 
and South Australia. This regular audit program reviewed site compliance with 
WHS legislation, environmental legislation and management system review 
against Koppers Global Safety Health and Environmental Management System 
(SHEMS). Audits were also conducted for new chemical production facilities 
established by Koppers in mainland China. 


Environmental, Health and Safety Compliance Assurance Process (CAP) 


Audits, Johnson Controls International (formerly Tyco International), 2010 – 


2020 * 


Ian was the Audit Program Manager and Lead Auditor for Tyco International’s 
(now Johnson Controls International) Environmental, Health and Safety 
Compliance Assurance Process Audit Program throughout Australia and the Asia 
Pacific over the last 10 years. These audits are conducted regularly across 
business units including water services, flow control, fire and security to ensure 
compliance with WHS legislation, environmental legislation and International 
Corporate EHS standards.  
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Relevant projects 


Project Verifier Construction Safety Audits, 


Pacific Highway Upgrade: Oxley Highway to 


Kundabung (OH2Ku), NSW Roads & Maritime 


Services, 2017-2018 *  


Ian undertook monthly construction safety 
inspections and audits to confirm legislative 
compliance for earthworks and civil structures 
(bridges), compliance with RMS QA Specification 
G22 and the Work Health and Safety Project Plan. 


Hazardous Materials Audits and Management, 


Water Treatment Plants and Facilities, Hunter 


Water Corporation, 2011 – 2015 * 


Ian was the Project Director for hazardous materials 
audits of numerous water treatment plants and water 
facilities throughout the Hunter Region, including 
Chichester Dam, Anna Bay, Nelson Bay, Dungog, 
Tomago and Lemon Tree Passage WTP. These 
audits were undertaken in field to assess the 
presence of hazardous construction materials 
including asbestos, synthetic mineral fibre, PCB and 
lead-based paints in order to meet requirements 
under the WHS legislation.  


Ian also provided consulting advice, risk 
assessment, sampling and validation for the 
identification and remediation of PCB contamination 
within a major water pump station facility. 


Mt Arthur Mine Hydrocarbon and Environmental 


Audits, BHP Billiton, 2015*  


Ian was the project director and lead auditor for a 


range of independent audits to assess compliance 


with statutory environment, health and safety 


requirements at the site. These audits were further 


targeted to review the storage, handling, 


management, treatment and disposal of hazardous 


substances and wastewater at the site. This 


encompassed hydrocarbon management, pollution 


control systems, wastewater treatment and 


management of contaminated soil.  


Safety and Occupational Hygiene Programs, 


Glencore/Xstrata Coal NSW and Yancoal 


Australia, 2010 – 2020 * 


Ian worked in a variety of capacities to deliver safety 
and occupational hygiene programs for several 
Glencore Coal Mines throughout NSW. Works at 
these sites included assessment and provision of 
advice on inhalable and respirable dust, respirable 
crystalline silica, diesel particulate matter, noise and 
whole-body vibration. Ian also liaised with site safety 
committees and presented on occupational hygiene 
and human health risk assessment. 


Adding to this on-site experience Ian oversaw a wide 
range of projects as Project Director or Technical 
Verifier including environmental assessments, risk 
assessments, compliance and regulatory monitoring, 
and auditing. 


 


Eraring Power Station – Engineering and 


Environmental Panels, Origin Energy, 2013 – 


2020 * 


As Project Director for AECOM’s Eraring Power 
Station Environment and Engineering Panels, Ian 
oversaw and advised the teams working on a range 
of projects including site-wide water balance, ash 
dam options assessment, upgrades to the Ammonia 
Dosing and Hydrogen plants, civil design of 
conveyor transfer towers, a long-term management 
strategy, and an options assessment for backwash 
water treatment. 


Ian also provided compliance audit services for 
Origin Energy at this site, including compliance with 
a range of environmental planning approvals, 
permits and licences and environmental legislation 
applicable to the site. 


Chemical Incident Investigation & Management 


Review, Hunter Water Corporation, 2012 * 


Ian led the team undertaking an incident 
investigation and incident management review 
following potential public chemical exposure during 
sewer re-lining works. This included the review of 
the incident, modelling of VOC dispersion, audit of 
safety management system compliance and 
monitoring of emissions and personal exposure 
during CIPP works. Based on the findings of this 
review a detailed incident management review 
report was provided to the executive management 
team to minimise the risk of further incidents and 
enhance the incident management and investigation 
procedures for these activities.  


A safety management system audit and monitoring 
were undertaken following the implementation of 
these recommendations to identify the effectiveness 
and implementation of the revised controls and 
procedural changes. 


Creek Diversion & Mine Reconfiguration, Ashton 


Coal, 2012 * 


Ian undertook technical review of the Construction 
Safety Management Plans and Construction 
Environmental Management Plans and participated 
in risk management workshops for large scale civil 
earthworks associated with creek diversion and 
mine reconfiguration.  


WHS Compliance Audits, University of the 


Sunshine Coast, 2009-2015 * 


Ian was the Project Director and Technical Reviewer 
for general WHS compliance audits of the University 
of the Sunshine Coast (Qld) campuses over a period 
of approximately 4 years. Approximately 30 WHS 
compliance audits were undertaken during this 
period. 


* projects undertaken for previous employer 
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Shaun Smith Project Role 


Role at RPS 
Principal Environmental 
Planner 


 


Location 
Newcastle, NSW 


 


Qualifications 
Bachelor of Natural 
Resources, University of 
New England, 1996 


Diploma of Business 
Management, AETS 
Terrigal, 2010 


 


Memberships 
Environmental Institute of 
Australia and New Zealand 
(EIANZ) 


Planning Institute of 
Australia (PIA) 


 


Why Shaun for this role 
Shaun has over 20 years’ experience in the environmental assessment and 
resource management sectors, with a focus on impact assessment, major project 
approvals, and project management. As Principal Environmental Planner for 
RPS, he is responsible for the management and preparation of environmental 
assessment documentation across a variety of disciplines. 


Shaun has extensive experience in both internal and external environmental 
reporting and has been responsible for the preparation of a wide-range of 
environment and planning documentation both pre and post project approval. He 
also has extensive experience in the interpretation and application of NSW 
environmental legislation both in a compliance and technical capacity. 


Relevant projects 
EIS for 200,000 tonne Organics and Nutrient Recycling Facility at 
Ravensworth, Greenspot, 2018 - current 
Preparation and management of an EIS for a 200,000-tonne organics and 
nutrient recycling facility at Ravensworth, NSW. The application replaces an 
existing Part 4 approval granted by Singleton Shire Council in 2018 for a 76,000 
tpa facility. The project is a State Significant Development assessed by the NSW 
Department of Planning and Environment. 


Approvals Review and Due Diligence Assessment for the purchase of an 
existing Quarry at Catherine Hill Bay, Bettergrow, 2018 
Review of project approvals for an existing quarry operation, including related 
licences and permits, impact assessments, and annual reports. Preparation of 
site due diligence documentation against the existing project approval. 


REF for Road and Local Infrastructure Upgrades, Newcastle City Council, 
2017 
Preparation of REF’s for Newcastle City Council for local road and street 
infrastructure upgrades at Merewether and Beresfield. The REF’s were prepared 
to assess the potential environmental impacts of the associated works and 
upgrades. 


EIS for 170MW Finley Solar Farm, ESCO Pty Ltd, 2017 
Preparation an EIS for a proposed 170MW grid scale PV solar farm, including the 
management of all specialist assessments. Finley, NSW. The project was a State 
Significant Development assessed by the NSW Department of Planning and 
Environment. 
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Relevant projects 
Preparation of Review of Environmental Factors 
for Coal Mining Activities, Centennial Coal, 2014-
2019 
Preparation and management of a REF for 
subsidence monitoring activities across several 
areas of the Springvale Coal operations. The 
assessment included archaeological and ecological 
impact assessments. 


EIS for a 100,000 tonne Clay & Shale Quarry at 
Peats Ridge, Gilberts Asphalt Pty Ltd, 2018 
Preparation and management of an EIS for a 
100,000-tonne sand and clay quarry, including the 
engagement and management of all specialist 
assessments, stakeholder engagement, and 
community consultation. 


EIS for Resource Recovery & Recycling Facility 
at Wetherill Park, Bettergrow, 2017 
Preparation and management of an EIS for a 
200,000-tonne resource recovery and waste 
recycling facility at Wetherill Park, NSW. The project 
was a State Significant Development assessed by 
the NSW Department of Planning and Environment. 


REF for Huntlee Reticulated Sewerage and 
Recycled Water Services, Flow Systems, 2015 
Preparation of REFs to enable licences to be sought 
by the client for the provision of reticulated water, 
sewer and recycled water across large urban 
release areas in accordance with the Water Industry 
Competition Act 2006. 


Bylong Coal Project, Worley Parsons, 2015 
Seconded to Worley Parsons to provide 
environmental planning and assessment services for 
a State Significant Development. This involved the 
co-ordination of technical aspects of the project EIS, 
site environmental compliance and auditing, 
government consultation and peer review of 
specialist reports. 


EIS for a 100,000 tonne Hard Rock Quarry, Wild 
Quarries and Civil, 2009 
Preparation and management of an EIS for a 
100,000-tonne hard rock quarry, including the 
engagement and management of all specialist 
assessments, stakeholder engagement, community 
consultation, and appeal in the Land and 
Environment Court of NSW. 


Major Project Approval (EIS) for Proposed Coal 
Mine, KEPCO Bylong Australia Pty Ltd, 2011-
2014 
Project Management of an EIS for a proposed 6.5Mt 
coal mine for KEPCO Bylong Australia Pty Ltd, 
located at Bylong Valley, NSW. This included the 
review and co-ordination of specialist assessment 


reports and community and stakeholder 
consultation. 


EIS for a 50,000 tonne Road Base Quarry at 
Denman, Wild Quarries and Civil, 2008 
Preparation and management of an EIS for a 
50,000-tonne road base quarry, including the 
engagement and management of all specialist 
assessments, stakeholder engagement, and 
community consultation. 


Environmental Assessment for a Rail Facility at 
Bulga Coal, Glencore, 2011 
Preparation and management of an environmental 
assessment under section 75W, including the 
coordination and review of heritage and ecological 
assessments. 


Environmental Approvals and Construction 
Supervision for Mt Pleasant Coal Project, MACH 
Energy Australia, 2016 
Site secondment to assist with project approvals and 
environmental compliance for bulk earthworks and 
construction activities, including stakeholder 
engagement and community consultation. 


Preparation of a Mining Operations Plan for 
Open-Cut Activities Hunter Valley NSW, BHP 
Billiton, 2008 
Preparation of a MOP in accordance with project 
approvals under the EP&A Act and the statutory 
requirements of the Mining Act. Included 
consultation with Local government and Department 
of Resources and Geosciences. 


Preparation of a Conceptual Mine Closure Plan 
for Sunnyside Open-Cut Mine Northern NSW, 
Whitehaven Coal, 2010 
Preparation of a conceptual mine closure plan to 
satisfy project approval requirements for 
decommissioning and rehabilitation. 


Preparation of a Conceptual Mine Closure Plan 
for a Sand Quarry Newnes NSW, Newnes Kaolin 
Pty Ltd, 2010 
Preparation of a conceptual mine closure plan to 
satisfy project approval requirements for 
decommissioning and rehabilitation. 


Weakley’s Drive REF Land Duplication & 
Intersection Works, RMS, 2011 
Preparation of a REF for the construction of a 
roundabout controlled intersection and divided dual 
carriageway on Weakley’s Drive, Beresfield. The 
REF was assessed and approved by RMS, with the 
constructed works complimenting the expansion of 
industrial and business park uses of adjacent land 
linking the M1 Freeway and the New England 
highway. 











appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary;
(b) include consultation with the relevant agencies;
(c) assess the environmental performance of the development and assess whether it is complying with
the requirements in this Consent and any relevant EPL (including any assessment, plan or program
required under these approvals);
(d) review the adequacy of strategies, plans or programs required under the abovementioned
approvals; and
(e) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the
development, and/or any assessment, plan or program required under the abovementioned approvals.

 
My adequacy review of the IEA against the reporting requirement of Condition 70 is now
complete, and it revealed that the audit was carried out late. Condition 70 requires an IEA every
3 years. This IEA audited the period between 18 March 2016 and 4 June 2020 inclusive. The
Department considers that 18 March 2020 likely represents the expiry date of the statutory 3
year audit period, and given the reporting timeframe ended on 4 June 2020, this IEA is about 10
weeks late. Therefore, please ensure all future IEA’s are carried out within the statutory
timeframe of 3 years. Should a similar non-compliance occur in future, you are warned that the
Department may take enforcement action in accordance with our Compliance Policy. Other than
that, the IEA generally satisfies the reporting requirements of Condition 70.
 
My adequacy review of the IEA against the Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements
(Department 2018) (PAR 18) is also complete, and it revealed that an independent audit
declaration for auditor Mr. Shaun Smith was not provided as per Section 3.1.2 & 4.4 of PAR 18.
The IEA states that Mr. Smith undertook the background document review, site inspection, audit
report preparation, and project coordination. In this regard, it is appropriate that Mr. Smith
provided a declaration. I note that while the Department recommended consideration of PAR 18
in the preparation of this IEA in our letter dated 3 August 2020 signed by Compliance Officer Mr.
Alfarid Hussain, I take this opportunity to highly recommend that all auditors involved in the IEA
sign independent audit declaration forms, and append these to future IEA’s.
 
In relation to the non-compliances identified in the IEA, the Department shall commence a
detailed review of these shortly. You shall receive separate correspondence regarding this
investigation either seeking further information or clarification, or advising the outcome of the
Department’s investigation into the non-compliances.
 
If you’d like to discuss this email further, please call me.
 
Regards,
 

Hala Fua
Senior Compliance Officer
Planning & Assessment | Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
T  (02) 8837 6328  |  E hala.fua@planning.nsw.gov.au 
Locked Bag 5022 | PARRAMATTA NSW 2124
www.dpie.nsw.gov.au

mailto:hala.fua@planning.nsw.gov.au
http://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/


 

From: no-reply@majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au <no-
reply@majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 10:14 AM
To: submissions@vgt.com.au
Cc: Hala Fua <Hala.Fua@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: Roberts Road Quarry - Independent Environmental Audit - Service Level Agreement
 
The Department has now commenced its detailed assessment of the Independent Environmental Audit for the Roberts
Road Quarry.

The Department has classified this document as 'Regular'.
 
The Department may ask for additional information to complete its assessment. 
 
If you have any enquiries, please contact Hala Fua on 8837 6328 /at Hala.Fua@planning.nsw.gov.au.

To sign in to your account click here or visit the Major Projects Website. 

Please do not reply to this email.

Kind regards

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment

Subscribe to our newsletter

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------
This email is intended for the addressee(s) named and may contain confidential and/or privileged information.

If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and then delete it immediately.

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL
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