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Here are 3 plants that enjoy our rainy season in South Florida!  
Canna – Canna spp. and hybrids. Height 18” to 6 feet. Plants 
bloom continually all Summer in colors ranging from pale pastels 
to vibrant orange and reds. It is a showstopper from a distance. 
Grows in partial shade to full sun. Attracts hummingbirds and 
butterflies. Likes consistent moisture and planted in rich soil with 
compost and mulch on top. 

 
                   

How about an unusual hanging basket that likes moisture! 
Syngonium podsphyllum “Albo Variegatum”  – A fast 
growing climber that makes an excellent rare house plant. The 
more light and colored spots there are on the leaves, the 
brighter the lighting is required. Watering is determined by 
touching the soil. Fertilize spring and summer with liquid 
fertilizer ½ strength. The milky sap can cause skin irritations. 
Not pet friendly. Propagation is from cuttings in soil or water. 
 
 
 
 

HOLLYWOOD GARDEN CLUB MEETING 
 

NEXT MEETING - Saturday, July 23, 2022 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE -  Hollywood Garden Club      http://hollywoodgardenclub.com 
What would you like to see in our newsletter?? Email pictures from your garden or other suggestions to mtabela@comcast.net 
Membership in Florida Federation of Garden Clubs is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

 

Happy Birthday  
Susan Berry, Mary Tabela  
Steve and Olivia Turowski 

Sit, experience peace and contentment. 
Unwind and live in the moment. 

Rain lily – Zephyranthes & Habranthus 
spp.  After the rain comes a surprise of 
beautiful flowers in colors of pink, white 
and yellow. Some even have patterns. 
Plants have a group of small bulbs that will 
gradually multiply. They like full sun to 
part shade and can grow 6” to 12” tall. 
They like a light layer of mulch on top. 
 

 

 

 

MaryTabela
Textbox



Garden Art and Containers in our Yards.  How we display our plants in the garden can really enhance 
their appearance and make a bold, eye-catching statement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More info is available from their website: Florida-
Friendly Landscaping™ Program - University of Florida, Institute 
of Food and Agricultural Sciences - UF/IFAS (ufl.edu) 
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Step garden of succulents placed in 

cinder blocks 
 

Susan’s bird bath 

Almost any container can be used, 
reused, painted, or left in a rustic state to 
hold a plant.  The size and depth of the 
container will determine the best plant 
to use.  This can be a good way to keep a 
large plant small or an aggressive grower 
under control.  You only need an 
imagination. You will need to be sure to 
provide the nutrients needed in 
containers for healthy growth.   The 
stepped garden using cinder blocks 
displays the succulent plants to good 
advantage.  

 
Garden art with Tillandsia 
It looks like the plant is a  

living fan on top of her head. 
 

Florida Summer Fertilizing Guide:  Florida has a 
fertilization blackout from June 1st to September 30th. 
Only some cities & counties follow this ordinance:    Dade 
and Broward do not but Fort Lauderdale has a partial 
restriction.  This is to prevent run-off from heavy rains, 
which can leach into our water system.  This applies to 
established landscapes not new plantings. 
Fertilization is necessary in our sandy soil that does not 
contain nutrients needed for plant growth.  The best time 
to fertilize is before or after the blackout period.  

Summer Watering Guide -  Let’s start with 
the basics:  Over watering our gardens is 
too common. Established plants and lawns 
almost never need watering. It’s our 
tropical plants and orchids that need the 
extra attention for watering needs. Even 
they can go a week or more without 
watering depending on the weather.  As a 
reminder Hollywood follows the SFWMD’s 
year-round watering limit of 2 days a week 
before 10 am or after 4 pm. 

Notice the artificial ants on the table & snake at the base of the table in 
the photo at the left.  Your garden is the perfect place to express your 
personality with a little whimsy. 



 

 

THINGS TO DO FOR JULY 2022 
 

PRUNING –Plants that flower can be trimmed up after flowering. Fruit trees can be shaped after fruiting. Large 
dense trees should be thinned out, so storm winds can blow through them. Leave the disease free, leafy pruned 
clippings of the trees and plants at their base; it will replace some of the nutrients that they took out of the soil.  
For storms, trim limbs that will fall on your house and the ones that animals can use to get on your roof. Palm 
seeds can be cut off when they are young, so they don’t fall and sprout. Trim palm fronds at 9 o’clock and 3 
o’clock. Keep your perimeter shrubs high to protect your yard from hurricane winds. Tall bushes can be shaped 
into small trees to protect the plants under them from the burning sun. 
 

PLANTING – When purchasing plants, the largest plant with flowers is not the best one to pick. Look for one 
with unopened blooms. Before planting, place plant in a bucket of water to soak for 10 minutes. Then fill the 
hole with water. Place the plant and soil in the hole and mud it in. Step lightly around the plant so the roots have 
full contact with the soil. Keep it moist for about two weeks, then keep a close eye on it until it shows signs of 
growth. Repot overgrown potted plants in pots that are two inches larger in diameter. Place screening over the 
holes in the bottom. Make sure the top of the soil mix is two inches below the rim to allow space for watering. 
If plants are placed on the ground, make sure there is no contact with soil. I have small steppingstones under 
my pots. For drainage, they can be placed on feet or on wheels to move them around. With the rainy season 
here now, it is the best time to plant your plants in the ground. Keep weeds down by mulching with cuttings 
and wood chips, 3 to 4 “deep. 
 

FEEDING - For potted plants, use time release fertilizer. Water once a month with a weak solution of water-
soluble fertilizer mixed, ½ strength.  
FOR PALM CARE, (see IFAS Nutrient HYPERLINK "https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_palm_nutrition"  
HYPERLINK"https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_palm_nutrition"D”   
HYPERLINK"https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_palm_nutrition"eficiencies 
HYPERLINK"https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_palm_nutrition" of Palms).  
Crotons can be fertilized with palm food with minor elements. Use acid fertilizer on plants that like acid soil.  
Place your used tea bags, old coffee grounds and. left-over pickle juice that has been filled to the top of the jar 
with water, around the base of acid loving plants. It is too hot to use weed & feed on lawns now. Vegetable 
plants can be feed once a month. 
 
WATERING – Water in the morning to keep everything alive, once or twice a week if it hasn’t rained. Check 
sprinkler lines for clogs. Take end heads off and turn on pump too blow out the lines. Clean heads that aren’t 
working right with a large paper clip. On your walks watering by hand, check each plant for signs of disease or 
bugs. Rinse out mosquito larvae from the center of bromeliads. 
 
VEGETABLES –Disease and the heat will cause problems now. Especially if you do not keep your plants 
watered. Container plants shaded from the noon day sun will grow better than those out in full sun. Some 
vegetables that might make it through the summer are, beans, okra, peppers, eggplant, and watermelon. Tomato 
plants will not set blossoms when the nighttime temperature is high.  
 
SUMMER COLOR - There are at least 80 different plants that are in bloom now! There isn’t any reason not 
to have a garden or patio full of colorful plants! Choose the heat resistant plants like gaillardia, marigold, 
portulaca, purslane, torenia, periwinkle, zinnia, and verbena. For leaf color try caladiums and coleus. Low 
growing shrubs such as pentas, lantana, and some of the salvias do well in the heat of summer and come in a 
variety of colors and heights. Plant plants in pots so you can move them around for, “THE MAJIC OUTSIDE.” 
 

Susan Berry, President of Hollywood Garden Club 
Florida Master Gardner 1998, Certified Garden Consultant and Landscape Designer, Advanced Master 

Naturalist, Florida Master Naturalist Program, Land Steward & FFGC Earth Steward 




