Stores-within-a-store concept takes ot In B radenton
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| e stores- m-—a—store- concept..

| Kirl N :busmess e The items are new, not used,
LLE '- routhe mel, a Brandon says Kirkland, and he says he’ll
g L ) ened their version of help retailers make contacts in the
R i ‘}_'“ “i__ ""” mslde the former wholesale industry to get them
| Scotty’s at Mar tee Avenue and  gtarted.

“We're letting independent
business people take the amount
of space they need and we're not
In booths sell - limiting them tc take a large
| space,” he says, adding that booths
B e g0 month-to-month from $147.50
to $295, which includes utilities.

Here’s where the Wal-Mart
connection comes in: Kirkland
says he and Crouthamel have
enough financial backing to open
500 America’s Markets across the
Southeast.

He says he wants to target areas
where small retailers are being
outslugeed by “big box” retailers.
He picked Bradenton because,
among other reasons, it’s fighting
the Wal-Mart battle. “These stores
have put people out of business all
over America,” he says.

Kirkland’s concept is being
played out elsewhere. A couple of
months ago, Terry Schneider
opened his Shoppers Bazaar
Mall at the former Albertsons
near DeSoto Square Mall. Two
years earlier, he opened a similar

store in North Fort Myers and said

the concept was catching on in
Kentucky.

[t’s winning converts partly

because renters don’t have to man-

age their booths full- tlme Land-

lord-employed cashiers ring up
the items and set aside the cash for

their tenants. The tenant restocks

the shelves.

“All those mom-and-pop stores
don’t have a way to compete
against the big boxes. This i1s a way
to help them out,” he said.

DeSears going strong

DeSears isn’t having problems
generating sales.

In fact, the Bradenton-based
appliance chain is set to be recog-
nized today by Jim Campbell,
president and chief executive of
GE Consumer Products.

Campbell will present DeSears
President John Rice with a Distin-~
guished Dealer Award for sales
of GE appliances.

Rich Shopes can be contacted a{_
(42-6160 or by fax at 742-6169. E-mail

him at rich.shopes@heraldtribune.com.
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