
 

 

 Dates To Remember: 
 
December 5-7, 2025: 109th Annual Convention 
California Cattlemen's Assn. @ Atlantis Resort & 
Spa in Reno, NV 

 
Powder River Panels Tickets Still Available: 
$50 Tax Deductible for Heritage Foundation 
Call Debbie Costa @ 209-327-2742 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25th:  CHRISTMAS Day 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31st: NEW YEAR’S EVE 
   
AESCW PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  
Dear Ladies, 
 
Every year, as the temperature drops and I pull coats from the closet, it reminds me to be thankful for family, friends, health and the 
little things that are often overlooked. As always, the AES Cattlewomen showed up to donate, decorate, bid and have a great time 
socializing at the Cattlemen/Cattlewomen dinner and auction. (actual $ amount has not been reported)  a bit over $7,000 from the 
live and silent auction.  
The weather angels smiled on us for our 6th annual drive-thru dinner, as the line began to grow starting at 4 pm.  We successfully sold 
124 dinners, an amazing amount of desserts, all donated by you ladies and AES Cattlewomen swag. This event is a huge undertaking 
that is a testament to the core  
fiber of this unit and the members who work hard and have fun to ensure we continue to support the youth of Amador, El Dorado 
and Sacramento counties in their educational pursuits.  
I'm thankful for every hug, smile and conversation I have with you ladies. I hope you know how appreciated you all are to me. 
 
This is borrowed from a friend, as I feel it is the spirit of the season: 
Always pray to have eyes that see the best in people,  
A heart that forgives the worst, 
A mind that forgives and forgets the bad, 
And a soul that never loses faith in God and mankind. 
 
Hope your brandings have gone smoothly, your cows and calves are accounted for, family dinners and shenanigans were special and 
holiday plans are grand. 
 
Warmly, 
Katherine  
Katherine Kussman-Collins 
AES Cattlewomen President 
209-419-0808 
 



 
AES Cattlemen’s Dinner: 

The AES Cattlewomen set up and decorated for the annual 
AES Cattlemen’s/Cattlewomen’s Dinner on Saturday, 
November 8, 2025 at the Amador County Fairgrounds. It was a 
very successful turnout with tasty hors d’oeuvres and a 
delicious meal, including desserts. CLM (Cattlemen’s Livestock 
Market) donated the full bar. 

The Cattlewomen provided a plethora of silent auction items. 
Nancy Hawkins donated her portrait of “Cowboy Taking a 
Break” for the Live Auction. Denise Ding Goldsmith donated a 
border collie pup. Two young cowboys (Levi & Bradley) 
puppy-sat during dinner. Karen Morgan bought the puppy for 
$100, and Nancy's print sold for $400 to Patsy Gilbert. The 
Live & Silent Auction proceeds brought in over $7,000, funds 
that will be shared between the two associations for future 
scholarship awards in 2026. 

The beautiful fall flower arrangements were created by Sutter 
Creek FFA. These were also auctioned off as donations. 

Katherine Kussman-Collins, President of AESCW, donated her 
talents and time to digitize portraits of the AES Cattlemen’s 
past presidents to preserve the Cattlemen’s history and the 
portraits were given to the families. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



AESCW 6th ANNUAL DRIVE-THRU DINNER 

Our next fundraising event was the AES Cattlewomen’s Drive-Thru Dinner, which was held on Friday, November 21, 2025, at the 
Amador County Fairgrounds. Over 100 dinners were sold, along with desserts that were personally prepared & donated by our 
Cattlewomen. 

The gals cooked, filled the thermal meal bags with food, decorated numerous tables for Cattlewomen’s brand swag merchandise and all 
of the desserts. There were gals receiving money for the dinners, handing out the dinners, and then of course, there was the clean-up. 
We are so appreciative of the volunteers and their time, making it another annual success! 

The menu included a tri-tip dinner for 4, which was a Swingles BBQ Tri-Tip, cooked to perfection by Jason Wolin & crew,  

 
4 baked potatoes with all of the fixins (it took a long time to 
prepare over 500 large potatoes). There's also a packaged 
salad mix and a full loaf of French bread. 

Thank you to Rich Hoffman for entertaining the volunteers and 
customers with his country music charm!! 

Net proceeds are yet to be announced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PURCHASE A PERSONALIZED GIFT FOR THAT RANCHER OR PARTNER (OR YOURSELF). 
Choose your brand, your style and color/size. 
NOTE: If you want your brand on the front, inside the circle, just fill in the name of the ranch or the brand name.  
You can order these items by clicking this link….  
https://aescattlewomen.itemorder.com/ 

Order no later than DECEMBER 7, 2025 

 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT: BEXLEY GRACE GOOKIN 

  Parents are Zane & Gracen (Santinelli) Gookin  

  November 12, 2025 @ 2:53am, 20.5 inches, 7.12 lbs.   

      



AESCW BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
OCTOBER 19, 2025 
CHURCH & MAIN, IONE @11:00 AM 
Open meeting @10am 
 
Members Present:  Katherine Kussman-Collins: President, Toni La Belle: Secretary, Jacquelyn Olson: Treasurer, Rielle 
Waters Santinelli: Swag Chair, Jill Curran: Amador Representative, Jill Jess: Vice President. Tosh Tamintini, Jeannie 
Varozza: El Dorado Representative, Maggie Olson. 
 
Pledge:  Led by K. Kussman-Collins 
Prayer:  Led by J. Olson 
 
Minutes from June 28, 2025: reviewed and discussed, motion made by R. Waters-Santinelli and 2nd by J. Jess PASSED. 
 
New Business:  
 A.  AES Cattlemen’s dinner, November 8, 2025 being held at Amador Co. Fairgrounds.  Set up @ 9am, silent/live auction 
and decorate tables. 
 
B. 6th Annual Drive Thru Dinner: Friday November 21, 2025, 5pm-7pm.  Those who have signed up to help during the day 
we start at 8am getting potatoes ready.  Katherine has talked with Swingle’s Meats (more shopping local); we are going to 
buy tri-tips from them this year.  They agreed to sell them to us at cost.  Jason will be BBQ again and dry-rubbing the tri-
tips.   Ordered from Costless: Taylor Farms:  Cesear salad, loaf of French bread and potatoes.   Potato toppings:  Butter, 
sour cream, and bacon bits.  Using turquoise insulated bags. 125 cut off sales.  Dessert sign-ups.   
C.  Ranch 2 Ranch: K. Kussman-Collins reported:  Sat. Oct. 25 @ Fregulia Ranch, 9am-4pm.  Taco salad bar is being 
served by AESCW. A little fundraiser for AESCW.  
 
Brand Committee: J. Olson, T.  Tamintini, J. Jess reported: J. Olson T. Tamintini, J. Jess, Brooke Martin., Kara Gomes., 
Connie Biehle, Abel Jimenez (brand inspector), met to work on the brand project.  Whew!! A lot of work was put into this.  
Thank you Ladies!!    The committee is asking everyone to look at their brands to make sure it is correct.  It was 
discovered that some of the brands online aren’t correct and that some of the brand dues aren’t current.  The committee 
was able to verify the correct brands on the APP with Abel.  At the AESCM dinner the committee is planning on having a 
sample of the brands on a mockup design sheet so everyone can look at the brands to make sure they are correct. 
The committee has come up with an idea of some clothing merchandise that the brands can be put on.  They shared the 
clothing items that they thought would be of nice quality and care.   This includes the screen print on the back of the items, 
the additional screen costs is for the front to have a personal brand added. The clothing items are: Vests: xs-4x, $54 our 
cost, $9 screen cost, sell for $65.  ¼ Zip-up Pullover $40 $9 screen cost, sell for $60. Final pricing to be determined when 
the design is completed.  The work will be done by JB’s in Jackson.  Orders will be through an online store.  A motion was 
made by R. Waters Santinelli & 2nd by J. Curran to approve the brand clothing idea.  Motion PASSED. 
 
Dates to remember:   
Ranch 2 Ranch: Sat. Oct. 25 @ Fregulia Ranch 9-4  
AES Cattlemen’s dinner: Sat. Nov.8th @ Amador Co. Fairgrounds. 
AESCW Drive Thru dinner: Fri. Nov. 21@ Amador Co. fairgrounds 8am (Set-up), drive-thru 5-6:30 pm. 
 
Adjourned 11:50am. 
 
Minutes submitted by Toni. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“RANCH 2 RANCH” @ FERGULIA RANCH on October 25th 

AESCW prepared a sumptuous Taco Bar for the visitors. 

For this little fundraiser, our unit received $400 net donation,  

with a profit of $300 after expenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEATURE ARTICLES: 

 
Cattle on the Fireline: Targeted Grazing for Wildfire Resilience 

Across California, ranchers are increasingly being asked to do something they’ve quietly done for generations: use their cattle as a 
wildfire-prevention tool. Targeted or “prescribed” grazing focuses livestock on high-fuel areas—like steep hillsides or brushy 
pastures—before fire season, so grass and fine fuels are shorter and fires, if they do start, are less intense and easier to control. 
University of California rangeland specialists and local Cattlemen and CattleWomen have been working together to document how 
these projects reduce fuel loads while keeping working ranches viable. The message from recent workshops and briefings has been 
clear: keeping cattle on the land, and supporting the families who manage them, is one of the practical, community-scale tools 
available to help California live with fire. 

 
 
Holiday Beef: Tight Supplies, Strong Demand 
Beef demand heading into the holidays remains strong even as 
supplies stay historically tight. Retailers and meat cutters 
report continued interest in tri-tip, ribeye roasts and other 
celebration cuts, supported by a cattle herd that is still smaller 
than average after years of drought and high input costs. That 
combination keeps prices firm but also underscores how 
important efficient, well-managed cow–calf and stocker 
operations are to the beef supply chain. 
Market analysts note that many families are choosing to 
“splurge smarter” by cooking premium beef at home instead of 
going out to restaurants, stretching a roast across several 
meals and relying on leftover beef for sandwiches, soups and 
casseroles. For producers, it’s a reminder that consumers still 
see beef as the centerpiece of their special gatherings—even 
when they have to watch the budget a little more closely. 
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