CATTLEWOMEN
Est, 1949

IMPORTANT DATES

Wednesday, March 11, 2026: Steak & Eggs Breakfast
March 13-15, 2026: CCW Spring Meeting - Winters, CA.
APRIL 1, 2026: AESCW SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE!!
Tuesday, April 21, 2026: AG DAY @ the CAPITOL
AESCW Spring Meeting & Luncheon: TBD

Tuesday, May 5, 2026: El Dorado Farm Day

Dear AES Cattlewomen,

Happy February to all! As | write this note, we are about to get 3-4 days of heavy
rain, yippee, unless of course you still have calves to process and brand. Our fields
will really take off when the sun comes out and warms the ground again. Winter is
still a busy time of year, as spring is fast approaching. It will be time to ship before
you know it.

| have learned so much over the last two years as your President, and I'm so
grateful for the support and cohesiveness of our unit. I've had the opportunity to
attend all of the state meetings, make new acquaintances that | have tapped as
resources, and be a part of the CCW committees for the selection of the 2025-2026
State Beef Ambassadors and the committees for the redesign of the Beef
Ambassador and Scholarship program procedures.

I’'m looking forward to the upcoming CCW Spring meeting in Winters, Ag Day at
the Capitol, and our general membership meeting in April.

The dates to remember can be found here in the newsletter and posted on the AES
Cattlewomen website. Feel free to contact me by phone 209-419-0808 or email:
Kussmak@flc.losrios.edu to share ideas, ask question of vent if you need to.

Warm wishes for healthy families and livestock,
Katherine



mailto:Kussmak@flc.losrios.edu

COUNCIL COMMUNICATOR

BEEF COUNCIL RECOGNIZES CATTLEWOMEN
FOR BEEF PROMOTION EFFORTS IN HONOR OF
LEGENDARY LEADER

fromn the California Beef Cowncil

BEEF

The walt Rodrmian Award was established the LS, every beef COUNCIL
in 1282 by the California Beef Council {CEC) promotion that
in an effort to recognize outstanding beef Rodrman created
promotion efforts by California CattleWomen at was cutting-edge
the county level. Named in honor of long-time for its time.
CBC exacutive director walt Rodman, who led The California

the council from 12571971, the CBC sponsors the Boof Council

award program annually in order to recognize continues to

the innovative efforts of the state's CattleWormen honor his legacy of

;‘lusuhﬁ:nng thie cattle community's story with the ir%mti'?“ -'r;lf'}f F"Dmm‘ﬁ'" and eﬁucalt.iu:u; by
. ; tional efforts

The CBC supports those local promotional b gt i i e
offorts by the Cattlewornen with cash awards o O California’s CattisWomen.
those county units that enter the walt rodman

Award competition. 2025 WALT RODMAN AWARD WINNERS
WHO WAS WALT SMALL UNITS
PODMAMN? - Place - Placer-Nevada CattleWormean
wialt Rrodman was = Tie 2 Place - San Diego County CowBelles
one of the California and shasta County CattleWomen
beef industry’'s most
visible members for MEDIUM UNITS
over two decades. In <7 Place — Tehama County CattleWomen
addition to his time
as executive director LARGE UNITS
of the CBEC, Rodman + 1% Place - San Luis Obispo County Cattle\Women
was part of the show - 74 place —Tulare County CattleWwornen

management of

the E'“ﬁgéﬁ;’ﬂn PARTICIPATION AWARDS
u.ehsl:oc B - Siskiyou County Cattlewomen
Wit Rodman, manager of 31 the Cow Palace - Amador-El Dorado-Sacramento CattleWomen
the Califormia Beef Coundi,  ‘Juring its
in @ 1959 promiotional phota NEY0EY.
for the CBC s sucoessful A cattle
Haoliday Beef Gift Cartificgre  pProducer
program Photo cowtesyof  NiMsalf,
Joan Linn Bekins, Rodman
served as
the president of the Modoc County
Cattlermen's Association, one of the
largest cow-calf producing counties in
the state at the time. He also ranched in
Santa Barbara, Contra Costa, San Benito
and Sonoma counties, giving him a broad
viewy of California cattle production.

It was Walt Rodman's innovative work
inthe early years of the Beef Coundil that
he is honored for with the award that - " e o cip— -
bears his name. Because the California ongratukstions to participated in this years
Beef Council was the first beef council in Avward Contest on your outstanding efforts t promote beed
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CALIFORNIA CATTLEWOMEN UNITS RECOGNIZE
INDIVIDUAL COWBELLES OF THE YEAR WINNERS

In long standing tradition, the annual CCA R
CCW Comvention served as an opportunity to not
only conduct annual business but to celebrate
the successes of Cattlewormnen from units across
California.

The CowBelle Luncheon was held during the
Corvention and the room was decorated with
warious breeds of cattle flowser boxes made by
the siskiyou Unit The event honored the time
and effort of each Unit's outstanding member
with a silver bracelet Chairman Suze Evenson
chared a brief description of each Cowiella's
contribution to their Unit and the industry. In
addition, there were tables of mystery gifts for
purchase, and the fabulous scrapbook entries
were also on display. The American Mational
Cattlewomen (ANCW)] president, Nikki Weston,
entertained the audience with a presentation
on the membership benefits of participating
in ANCW. The two-hour event ended with the
drawing of door prizes provided by each Unit.

The CowBelle of the Year Luncheon is one
of the most widely attended events at the
annual meeting. Each unit has the opportunity
to recognize one member for her cutstanding
efforts within her unit to enhance beef
promotion and further the ranching way of life in
her own area of such a highly diversified state.

]
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The 2025 CowBelles of the Year Honorees in ar.f.enda;_ar the c:.cr.rds luncheon held in Reno, Nes:

Congratulations toeach of this year's award
recipients!

2025 COWBELLE OF THE YEAR HONOREES

KATEKAVANAH. _____ ALAMEDA COUNTY
CONNIE JESS . AMADOREL DORADCYEACRAMENTC

REBECCATOOMEY —___ BUTTE COUNTY
TAYLORRPOSS —  FRESMOKINGS COUNTY
STACY FELIXCLARK. Gl ENMACOLUSA
JENMA HUINT. e HUMBOLDT/DEL NORTE
BECKY ALBAUCGH INTERMOCLINTAIN
APRIL WOODY. HERM
COLETTE WRICGHT MIDVALLEY
KATELYN MICHAEL MODHDC
CERESSA BELL PLACERMEVALWA,
TRACY INIM. SAN BEMITO
TOR MELLOTT. SAN DIECO
KATUNPROTZ - SAN JOAQUIN/STANISLALIS

DEBBIEARMOLD.______ SAMLIASOBISPO
JOAMNE GARRICK . SANTA BARBARA

CHERYLBECKWITH . SANTACLARA
GINGER FOWLER. SHASTA
NKCHOLE STEVENS. SISKMNOL
PAMMICHALER. ____ SONOMAMARIN
DONMNA MARING: TEHAMA
JOEY ARMETROMG. TULARE
HOLLY HARPER YUBASUTTER




SAVEAH CRAMER,
JR. BEEF AMBASSADOR,
PREG-CHECKING HER 2026

AMADOR COUNTY FAIR

REPLACEMENT HEIFER
January 24, 2026

iroring & sceelfonce

Thee Qroups represented on the scholarsnip pane
(InCheces Allfey, USA COA Al Industry Coumndll; the CCa
Feedar Councll; the California Beet Cattle IMprovement
Assoclation [CEBCIA), representing the Hank Stone Memarial
‘Scholarship; the Livestock Memorial Research Furd (LMRF); 3
representatiée for the Tom Grimmius Memorial Scholarship, In

Alexis wivell

o

m’dmm
$1000
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legendary cattle feader Tom Grimimius.
mmwuammmmm
of CCAS Young Cattiemen's Comimites and have sither
graduated from a Callformia high School of be currently
attending a Callfornia college or university, majoring In a beef

Both In-state and out-of-state students ranging from the
COMIMAUNITY Coll2ge keved 0 VETtErinary and graduate scnool
Students.

Reciplents of the 20252026 CCA scholarships are pictured
here. To arm more Abaut Now to apply for 3 CCA scholarship,
call the CCA office at (96) £44-0845. e



YEAR 2026 IN REVIEW ...click here

FEATURE ARTICLE:

THE CIRCLE OF LIFE
BY RICK ROBERTI, SIERRA VALLEY RANCHER

Sierra Valley has long been a place where the cycles of life and death on ranches are visible across the landscape. As a rancher who
grew up in Sierra Valley, seeing a bald eagle perched beside a livestock carcass is not an uncommon sight, and it's a reminder of the
close relationship between ranching and the surrounding wildlife.

Livestock death is an unavoidable part of ranching, despite the best efforts of ranchers. The tradition of maintaining “bone piles”—
designated areas where ranchers place the remains of deceased livestock—has served both practical and ecological purposes.
Recent changes in wildlife management policies threaten to disrupt this balance.

Bone piles ensure that livestock remains are kept out of the fields and collected in a safe area, usually buried every few years as the
pile grows. These piles are not just a solution for ranchers—they are a lifeline for many scavenger species. Throughout the year, and
especially in the harsh winter months, creatures such as bald eagles, ravens, coyotes, and other scavengers rely on the bone piles for
sustenance. This food source helps these species survive when other options are scarce, making bone piles a vital component of the
valley’s ecosystem.

Recently, ranchers in Sierra Valley have been encouraged by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to immediately
bury livestock carcasses rather than placing them in bone piles. The primary motivation behind this change is the concern that bone
piles attract wolves, whose presence is increasing throughout the state.

While the intention behind immediate burial is to deter wolves, this approach has unintended consequences for other wildlife. The
removal of bone piles deprives scavengers of a crucial food source. Species such as bald eagles, which have become symbolic of the
valley’s wild beauty, may struggle to find enough to eat. The ripple effect could extend throughout the ecosystem, impacting
everything from bird populations to the health of local predator and scavenger communities.

The increased presence of wolves in Sierra Valley and northern California is poised to change ranching practices and the local
ecosystem in profound ways. While efforts to protect livestock are understandable, it is important to consider the broader impacts on
wildlife that depend on existing practices. A shift away from bone piles won’t keep wolves out of cattle but will harm other species and
disrupt the balance that has existed for decades. We’ve already lost most of our deer population. What's next?

Submitted with permission from Carolyn Roberti


https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/4c8bfd7f-eec9-4a40-a0b2-1bf416b83a84/downloads/daca1ed5-6bf2-427e-b843-96d11205989a/AES%202025%20Round%20Up%20Report.pdf?ver=1770732443386

ANNOUNCEMENT:
ENGAGED TO BE MARRIED

BROOKE MARTIN AND
JAKE MOOS

Plymouth Foothills Rotary Club
(PFRC) members present $15,000
donation to the Amador Cancer
Research Foundation (ACRF) to fund
lifesaving research at the UC Davis
Comprehensive Cancer Center.

Article from Ledger Dispatch ’ _
Feb 10, 2026 ‘ . Rotary

ot
Plymauth-Foothills

.....I spy AESCW members Zsn

Jennifer Mason &

TOR.

Denise Ding
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