
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Wednesday, March 11, 2026: Steak & Eggs Breakfast 
 

March 13-15, 2026: CCW Spring Meeting - Winters, CA. 
 

APRIL 1, 2026: AESCW SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE!! 
 

Tuesday, April 21, 2026: AG DAY @ the CAPITOL 
 

AESCW Spring Meeting & Luncheon:  TBD  
 

Tuesday, May 5, 2026: El Dorado Farm Day 

 

 
Dear AES Cattlewomen, 
    Happy February to all!  As I write this note, we are about to get 3-4 days of heavy 
rain, yippee, unless of course you still have calves to process and brand. Our fields 
will really take off when the sun comes out and warms the ground again. Winter is 
still a busy time of year, as spring is fast approaching. It will be time to ship before 
you know it. 
     I have learned so much over the last two years as your President, and I’m so 
grateful for the support and cohesiveness of our unit. I’ve had the opportunity to 
attend all of the state meetings, make new acquaintances that I have tapped as 
resources, and be a part of the CCW committees for the selection of the 2025-2026 
State Beef Ambassadors and the committees for the redesign of the Beef 
Ambassador and Scholarship program procedures. 
    I’m looking forward to the upcoming CCW Spring meeting in Winters, Ag Day at 
the Capitol, and our general membership meeting in April. 
The dates to remember can be found here in the newsletter and posted on the AES 
Cattlewomen website. Feel free to contact me by phone 209-419-0808 or email: 
Kussmak@flc.losrios.edu to share ideas, ask question of vent if you need to.  
 
Warm wishes for healthy families and livestock, 
Katherine 
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SAVEAH CRAMER,  
JR. BEEF AMBASSADOR,  

PREG-CHECKING HER 2026 
AMADOR COUNTY FAIR 
REPLACEMENT HEIFER    

January 24, 2026 



YEAR 2026 IN REVIEW …click here 

 

FEATURE ARTICLE: 

 

THE CIRCLE OF LIFE 
BY RICK ROBERTI, SIERRA VALLEY RANCHER 
 
Sierra Valley has long been a place where the cycles of life and death on ranches are visible across the landscape. As a rancher who 
grew up in Sierra Valley, seeing a bald eagle perched beside a livestock carcass is not an uncommon sight, and it’s a reminder of the 
close relationship between ranching and the surrounding wildlife. 
Livestock death is an unavoidable part of ranching, despite the best efforts of ranchers. The tradition of maintaining “bone piles”—
designated areas where ranchers place the remains of deceased livestock—has served both practical and ecological purposes. 
Recent changes in wildlife management policies threaten to disrupt this balance. 
 
Bone piles ensure that livestock remains are kept out of the fields and collected in a safe area, usually buried every few years as the 
pile grows. These piles are not just a solution for ranchers—they are a lifeline for many scavenger species. Throughout the year, and 
especially in the harsh winter months, creatures such as bald eagles, ravens, coyotes, and other scavengers rely on the bone piles for 
sustenance. This food source helps these species survive when other options are scarce, making bone piles a vital component of the 
valley’s ecosystem. 
 
Recently, ranchers in Sierra Valley have been encouraged by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to immediately 
bury livestock carcasses rather than placing them in bone piles. The primary motivation behind this change is the concern that bone 
piles attract wolves, whose presence is increasing throughout the state. 
 
While the intention behind immediate burial is to deter wolves, this approach has unintended consequences for other wildlife. The 
removal of bone piles deprives scavengers of a crucial food source. Species such as bald eagles, which have become symbolic of the 
valley’s wild beauty, may struggle to find enough to eat. The ripple effect could extend throughout the ecosystem, impacting 
everything from bird populations to the health of local predator and scavenger communities. 
 
The increased presence of wolves in Sierra Valley and northern California is poised to change ranching practices and the local 
ecosystem in profound ways. While efforts to protect livestock are understandable, it is important to consider the broader impacts on 
wildlife that depend on existing practices. A shift away from bone piles won’t keep wolves out of cattle but will harm other species and 
disrupt the balance that has existed for decades. We’ve already lost most of our deer population. What’s next? 

Submitted with permission from Carolyn Roberti  
  
 

https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/4c8bfd7f-eec9-4a40-a0b2-1bf416b83a84/downloads/daca1ed5-6bf2-427e-b843-96d11205989a/AES%202025%20Round%20Up%20Report.pdf?ver=1770732443386


 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT: 
ENGAGED TO BE MARRIED 

BROOKE MARTIN AND 
JAKE MOOS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Plymouth Foothills Rotary Club 
(PFRC) members present $15,000 
donation to the Amador Cancer 

Research Foundation (ACRF) to fund 
lifesaving research at the UC Davis 

Comprehensive Cancer Center. 
Article from Ledger Dispatch 

 Feb 10, 2026 
…..I spy AESCW members 

Jennifer Mason &  
Denise Ding 
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