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SUCCESSFUL DRIVER?

Oneforthealbum:
ChampionAliBray

ALI BRAY

UK MOTORSPORT'S MOST

Matt James talks to a racer who took a stunning 23 wins from 23 in the
highly competitive Mazda MX-5 Championship last season

aking a clean
sweep of wins in
any motor racing
championship
is extremely rare.
Itis even more
unusual for it
to happenin
the hotbed of
competition which is the single-
marque national racing ranks
ofthe UK, where the action is
frenetic. Thatis what makes
AliBray’srecord of 23 wins from
23 Mazda MX-5 Championship
rounds in 2025 so remarkable.
The AB Motorsport team owner,
32, has been eager to put together a
full season of racing since he created
his team more than a decade ago. He
managed to finish runner-up in the

750 Motor Club’s MX-5 contestin2017,

his only full campaign before 2025.
However, the hectic schedule of running
title-winning cars for others, plus the

financial strain of competing, meant a
return was a dream that had to go on the
backburner until the start of last year.

“It was amazing, last year, to have
the opportunity to do the seasonina
car which the team was going to build
from scratch,” he says. Bray has enjoyed
sporadic outings in MX-5s, in various
guises, over the past seasons but this
was a campaign he would be able to
fully focus on. “Atthe beginning of
the year, we knew we would be in with
ashot of the championship, just due to
the knowledge of my guys and the effort
we putinto it. We joked around and said
it would be amazing if we could win
more races than any other driver.

“The grid has always got so much
depth toitand itis single-make racing.
We might have joked about it, but it
was never really on the radar to do
aswellaswedid in all theraces.”

The season began in the middle of
March at Silverstone and finished on the
International Circuit on the same venue

in October. Bray’s achievement was
taken despite there being three rounds
per weekend (apart from at Oulton
Park in the middle of the season,
which had only two), which meant
an early slip could prove costly in
terms of keeping a winning run going.
Once Bray had found the winning
groove over the opening portion of the

“We thought
we might
win a few
races, not
all of them!”

Ali Bray

season, thatis when the interest ramped
up to keep the streak going. However,
the driver himself'said he didn’t feel the
pressure. “It got to the point where [ was
thinking ‘we’ve got to try and keep this
up’,” he says. “But we didn’t change
anything and did the usual preparation
on the car. We made sure we didn’t lose
our way in testing on the Friday, even if

AliBray: racerand team principal

we weren’t the fastest. We just chipped
away atitreally.

“There were several times where
we weren’t the quickest and I knew
I'would really have to get stuck in and
justdo whatI could. The longerit
went on, it came into focus: it was
unbelievable and looked impossible, but
I'wanted to roll with it and see where it
could take me and give it our best shot.

“I think one of the stand-out races for
me was race two at Donington Park in
the middle of the year, where I found
myselfin seventh place with two laps
to go and [ had to pull everything outto
battle my way back through there.”

Given the curious points scoring
system in the MX-5 Championship,
he still wasn’tassured of the crown
heading into the final three rounds at
Silverstone in October. The desire to
battle for a clean sweep was measured
by his eagerness to claim the title that
he had been hunting throughout the
previous 20 races.
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Bray wenton thevictory
huntatSilverstone

Afullseason had been
along-held dream

“Before the final at Silverstone, it
was looking like the championship
was there for the taking, and I thought
if [ had to take a second place or a third,
Iwould do that to claim the crown,”
he recalls. “I didn’t want to get involved
with too much and I didn’t want to
throw away the opportunity of
winning the title.

“When we turned up at Silverstone,
Irolled up my sleeves and I suddenly
realised [ wanted to win them all.

After we won the first two of the races at
Silverstone, I have never wanted to win a
race three as much! I wanted the record.”

He managed to achieve that by sealing
awin by a buffer of almost two seconds,
amargin unheard of in the action-packed
series. The record was his, but it was
even more significant as he had done
it while running a team, looking after
customer cars, and coaching some of
his other rivals in the line-up too.

“Itisn’t easy [to run the team and
drive as well], but it is kudos to the lads

around me that [ have working for me.
Nowadays [ haveto do very little at
the circuits apart from the set-up work
and looking at the data with the drivers.

“We do take it all very seriously
although my team is a very family-based
atmosphere and, at the end of the day,
we go there to enjoy ourracing. When
itcomes down to crunch time, everyone
knows what they are doing and it was
acase of me justbeing able to jump in
the car and concentrate on my racing.”

Bray says itis a 50-50 splitin terms
of his passion for running a team and
the thrill of slipping into the cockpit
himself. “I love racing myself, the
buzzis second to none,” he says, “but
thereis also a great feeling ofhaving a
customer that you work so closely with
to get the results. You can help them
achieve their dreams and watch them
progress. [ do alot of driver coaching
for the guys in the team and watching
them develop is amazing.

“lappreciate | am coming up to my

L4

mid-30s, and [ am nota young kid
anymore. [ live for the sport and there
isnothing I love more than having a
bumper-to-bumper battle with someone.
Ilove the feeling of trying to get creative
behind the wheel to do things that a lot
of other people wouldn’t and make
those surprise overtaking moves.”

As he stepped onto the podium at
Silverstone to collect the accolades,
Bray declared that it was his last full-
time campaign. Despite that, he gives
the impression that he might be tempted
back soon. “Thaven’thung up my crash
helmet: itis still here to be used and
I'want nothing more than to race. ButI
have faced the usual thing that is a well-
told story in motorsport, it just comes
down to funds,” he explains.

While that last statement might be
atale familiar to most, it comes off
the back of one of the most memorable
campaigns in national racing. That
is something which the racer himself
can cherish. n
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HOW AB MOTORSPORT

AB Motorsport has become one of
the go-to teams in myriad Mazda
MX-5 Championships. When it began
more thanadecade ago, founder Ali
Bray had been forced to park his
own drivingambitionand the squad
was formed out of necessity.

The Cambridgeshire-based team
boss explains: “Ilhad built upa Mazda
to use myself, but whenitgotto
crunch timelrealised thatldidn't
have the funds toraceitfor the year.
Soweturneditintoahirecarand,
aftera couple of seasons, we had
[now European GT3 sportscar racer]
BenTucktoraceitlin20141. We
started winning races with him, and
that was what evolved the company.
We became aknown namein the
paddockand, by the end of that
year, the phonestarted ringing.”

While operating the growing
concern took up much of Bray's
time, he stillhankered to get behind
the wheel himselfafter cutting
his teethinclub-level karting.

Since AB Motorsportwas created
in2011, there have been sporadic

ABisatight-knit operation

The success theteam has
achieved, with four champions
including Bray’s remarkable record
in2025, means thatthe phone
keepsringingin the Bassingbourn
workshops. ABwas running up
tosix carsacross the British Racing
& Sports Car Club’s Mazda MX-5
Championshipsin2025,and
Bray says there should be even
more thisterm.

“We have gotabout six or seven
people signed up for the year across
allthe categories,” he explains. “We
arelookingatdiving intothe Fun
Cuptoo. Itisagreatachievement

opportunities to compete. and, asateam, therearesixofus,
“Ilhave dippedinandoutofracing  including my wife Niki, on race
aMk1 on occasionswherea weekends. Itisa tight-knitbunch,

butitisamazing thatitneverreally
gets that stressful. Some of the lads
Ihave gotarejust fantastic, and
Ihavealotof supportfromaguy
called Paul Austin. He has helped me
financiallyand he was at the circuits
alotthisseason.”

customercouldn'tturnuptoa
meeting and | havejumpedin their
cartodoaone-offround,” he
explains. “Acouple of yearsago I did
about 60% of the Mk3 Championship
and picked up afew wins.Solhave
beenable tokeep myhandin.”

The crew was vital to the record-breaking Mazda MX-5 season

The Mazda MX-5 expert takes the acclaim after another 2025 victory




