
Are you ready to live next to a 2 acre Lithium Ion Battery? If battery storage facilities 
are safe, why do they need fire suppression systems? None of the county Fire 

Departments or Emergency Responders are trained to attend emergencies for these 
facilities. Please read file on Wildfires located on our page. 



Representatives at both facilities that we visited in Prineville stated that only 2 full-time employees 
run the plant now that construction is finished. In addition they include all of their staff they employ 

at their headquarters in this number. Construction at one facility we visited had only five work 
trucks out front. All were from Utah.



Dust Mitigation will require a lot of water. Over 1,100 acres of dust to control. These are projects 
remove all the topsoil. Pair that with Gorge winds, we will be in Dust Bowl conditions for two years. 
Residents are reporting dry wells at properties near Potholes Road already. Should we be inviting 

industrial projects into the area? Next why will Yakima Fire Department need to be in our Emergency 
Plan? 



KCC 19.39 written in 2005 fails to address Utility Scale Solar. It lacks 
even simple setbacks for adjacent properties. It encompasses 2/3 of the 
entire County’s land to be permitted outright for energy projects. If not 

revised soon we will be a known as the State’s Renewable Energy 
Wasteland. In 2010 Commissioner Sauter voted to approve raising the 
fee to appeal these projects from $200-$4,000. In an effort to prevent 

people from affording to speak up against them. He said, “it was 
disallowing companies from meeting time sensitive deadlines.” Time 
sensitive was government subsidies that were scheduled to expire. 
Projects like these depend heavily on government subsidies and it’s 

coined as “Tax-Farming.”



Investigations reveal that Tribal Archaeologists were also lied to about any project that would be 
sited near Knight Road. Carefully worded the Planning Department commonly responds to emails 

by saying, “No permits have been issued yet.” This may be true but it’s deceiving. Why is a 
County worker not being upfront to residents? Once a permit is submitted public comments are 
only accepted for 21 days. Many throughout the county are questioning the level of competency 
that the county has in monitoring class “C” Projects that are being stamped as “Non-Significant” 

for meeting requirements for the State Environmental Protection Act or SEPA.



Local residents have witnessed the wildlife that migrates in the area. Bald Eagles are 
prominent to the area in addition Native People would be forbidden to gather cultural and 

traditional foods if this area where to be permitted for solar. This is yet another Treaty 
breech. No letters from the applicant were in these files.  



 



 

Attachments were not obtained in public records 



Please review this proposal and consider that there is currently no utility scale solar ordinances 
in place. The County has already approved the Lund Hill Solar Project where one resident was 
completely surrounded by 5,000 acres and was displaced from the homestead. There is no 
final plan for this project and many questions still have gone unanswered. CEASE is asking the 
Board of County Commissioners to impose a moratorium on any new renewable energy 
projects until new ordinances can be implemented. Until this happens you will be at risk for 
having the next phase of industrial solar next to your property. Sauter and Anderson have been 
unwilling to do this despite receiving several written concerns. We need your support to make 
sure the elected body does their job in serving the citizens that elected them. If you are 
concerned about this as well we strongly urge you to write to them today. In addition contact 
your State Representatives. It’s not too late to regulate. 

Commonly renewable energy companies will have subsidiary companies. In this case 
Carriger is at the top.  


