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Environmentally friendly features
allow a new home to shine

t this “green” home, letting
the sunshine in means more
than just basking in the rays.

Solar energy, captured by a row
of sleek panels atop a backyard
swing, provides about a fifth of the
home's power. The stored sunshine
is capable of controlling everything
from lights and appliances to audio
and video equipment.

But the solar system isn't the
only energy-efficient feature in this
unique house, built by Chip Blair
of Blair Construction Co. in Baton
Rouge's Parkknoll Place neighbor-
hood. There are hidden amenities in
nearly every room aimed at helping
homeowners save money and

preserve natural resources
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Opposite top: The kitchen features cus-
tom-made cypress cabinets, including a
corner appliance garage, that comple-
ment the warm granite countertops.
Among the stainless-steel appliances is
a dishwasher with the Energy Star seal,
meaning that it uses less energy and
therefore saves homeowners money on
utility bills. The room's shaded pendant
island light fixture and recessed ceiling
lights all contain energy-saving compact
fluorescent bulbs.

Opposite bottom: Blair worked with
Advanced Technologies to install back-
yard solar panels that help to power a
portion of the home’s lights and elec-
tronics. Some of the home’s many other
green features include an ultra-efficient
air-conditioning system, low-flow
plumbing fixtures and low-emissivity
windows. Aurelio Gonzales Painting, LLC
applied low-VOC paint to the home’s
walls to prevent the release of harmful
chemicals into the air.

Eco-Friendly
Features

Some of the environmentally
sound techniques and energy-
efficient products used

in this “green” home include:

» Solar panels and solar-energy
battery backup system

* 23 SEER variable-speed
air-conditioning system

* Programmable thermostat

* Foam insulation in attic

* Foam gaskets at all exterior

plates

* Energy Star dishwasher

* Drip irrigation system

* Insulated vinyl windows with
low-emissivity (low-e) glass

* Dual-flush low-flow toilet

* Low-flow plumbing fixtures

* Radiant-barrier roof decking

* Low-VOC paint

* Water heater jacket

* Recyclable carpeting
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Everybody's trying to figure out . . .
ways to go green,” says Blair, who
recently became one of the first

builders in Louisiana to achieve the

Certified Green Professional designa

S , e Seamless Half
tion from the National Association S =
of Home Builders (NAHB). “I've I\Ulll‘ld Gutters

always been interested in trying to
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yuild a better home. It seems like ST S
such a waste to build houses that && 5\, 1 ;'\Wnln(l.

will be there for a long time and not
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try to make them as energy-efficient
as p *\\Il‘]l

So when NAHB issued its Model
Green Home Building Guidelines,
Blair accepted the challenge to cre
ate an attractive home that could bal
ince environmental responsibility
and practical function. The search for
eco-friendly techniques and products
began at the start of construction
When framing the house, he con-
structed larger overhangs and lower
roof pitches to fu‘]l» prevent summer
werhe aung \I"“ ial spray foam insu
lation was applied in the attic to cre
ate a virtually impenetrable barrier
or heat and cold air. Blair also
nstalled an ultra-efficient air-condi
nonmg svstem in conuncaon with a
programmable thermostat and
whole-house automation system

Other green ideas were applied
both inside and out—from low-emis
sivity insulated windows that help
limit heat transfer to bedroom carpet
ing made from recyclable materials
to indoor paints that contain fewer

harmful vapors known as volatile

rganic compounds (VOCs)

We chose to focus on the areas
that make the most sense for the
werage homeowner,” Blair says

While some of the environmental
ly friendly choices came at a higher
cost than their conventional counter
parts, the homeowners should realize
1 significant savings on utility bills
throughout the years to come, he
adds. And some energy-saving prod
ucts come with their own financial
rewards; for example, new solar
energy systems are now eligible for
hefty state and federal tax credits

With an increase in construction

costs of only 10 percent over tradi

tional construction costs, energy con (O ST UCT‘O” q C
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50 percent,” Blair says. “The longer
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Above: Thomas Marino, president of Advanced Technologies,
points out one of the home's smallest energy-saving features
an insulating foam gasket used to prevent air leakage at an
outlet plate. The gaskets, which are inexpensive and easy

to install, were applied at all switch and outlet plates along
exterior walls

Left: The solar power hub of the home is located in a closet
near the garage and contains a battery bank, which stores
power generated by the solar panels and can be employed at
night and during stormy conditions; a charge controller, which
regulates the amount of electrical charge from the panels to
keep the batteries from overcharging; and an inverter, which
converts the 12-volt DC power from the solar panels to
120-volt AC and feeds it to a local circuit breaker pane
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Innovative Solutions for Kitchens and Baths
225.933-1678 ~ chiptroth@hotmail.com ~ Free Estimates
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Planning to Remodel?

Call for your free copy of The Remodeling Guide.

This full-color, 32-page brochure contains all the information
a homeowner needs to know before starting a remodeling
project... from

tips on selecting :
your remodeling DCIHOdChﬂﬂ
contractor to b ¢ 1&'\
securing the

finances,

evaluating the
contract, dealing
with conflicts and
much more.

It's a great
resource you won't
want to be without.

NAHBR

REMODELERS

of Greater Baton Rouge

Call (225)761-2800 or visit www.capitalregionba.com

(click on the “Remodelers” tab)




It's what homebuyers don't see that
can help save them the most money
on energy bills, Inside the attic at
Blair Construction Co.'s green home
are energy-efficient features includ-
ing spray foam insulation, radiant-
barrier roof decking and an insulated
“attic tent" that stops heat transfer
atop the attic stairs.

you stay in the home, the more opportunity you have to
reap the benefits of these energy-efficient products.”

For existing homeowners, it's not too late to take
action to maximize energy efficiency, Blair advises. Some
simple and inexpensive improvements include minimizing
air infiltration by sealing around exterior openings, light
fixtures and ducts; using compact fluorescent bulbs and

Energy Star-rated appliances; and wrapping the water

heater in an insulating “jacket.” When building a new
home, consider orienting the house on the lot to mini-
mize west-facing windows; plant shade trees; and position
the air conditioner unit on the home’s shady north side.
“It's not that difficult to do these things,” Blair says. “It
doesn’t take a whole lot of extra time or a whole lot of
money to save a considerable amount of energy. You just

have to know what's out there.” ua
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