
PALMYRA TOWNSHIP 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-01 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE REGARDING  

ARTICLE V 

NONCONFORMITIES 
 

SECTION 5.1 – NONCONFORMITIES 

Where within the districts established by this Ordinance, or by amendment, there exist lots, structures, and 

uses of land and structures which were lawful before this Ordinance was adopted or amended and which 

would be prohibited, regulated or restricted under the terms of this Ordinance, or future amendment; it is 

the intent of this Ordinance to permit these nonconformities to continue but not to allow their expansion. 

These nonconformities are declared by this Ordinance to be incompatible with the lots, structures, and uses 

permitted by this Ordinance in certain districts. It is further the intent of this Ordinance that such 

nonconformities may not be enlarged, expanded, or extended except as provided herein. 

 

SECTION 5.2 – RECONSTRUCTION of DAMAGED NONCONFORMING BUILDINGS 

and STRUCTURES 

Where, on the date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance, a lawful use of land exists that is no longer 

permissible under the provisions of this Ordinance, such use may be continued, so long as it remains 

otherwise lawful, subject to the following provisions: 
 

A. No such nonconforming use of land may be enlarged, expanded, or extended to occupy a greater 

area of land than was occupied on the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance; 

and no accessory use or structure may be established therewith. 

 

B. No such nonconforming use of land may be moved in whole or in part to any other portion of such 

land not occupied on the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance. 

 

C. If such nonconforming use of land ceases for any reason for a period of more than one hundred 

eighty (180) consecutive days, the subsequent use of such land shall conform to the district in which 

such land is located. 

 

SECTION 5.3 – NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES 

Where, on the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance, a lawful structure exists that 
could not be built under the regulations of this Ordinance by reason of restrictions upon lot area, lot width, 
lot coverage, height, open spaces, or other characteristics of such structure or its location upon a lot, such 

structure may be continued so long as it remains otherwise lawful subject to the following provisions: 

 

A. No such structure may be enlarged, expanded, extended or altered in a way which in-creases its 

nonconformance. 

 

B. Should any such structure be moved for any reason, of any distance, it shall thereafter conform to 

the regulations of the district in which it is located after it is moved. 

 



C. Should any structure devoted in whole or in part to any nonconforming use be destroyed by any 

means to any extent, it may be reconstructed and continue to be used for the identical use which 

existed prior to destruction provided reconstruction begins within one hundred eighty (180) days 

and is completed within three hundred sixty-five (365) days. 

 

SECTION 5.4 – NONCONFORMING USES of STRUCTURES 

Where, on the date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance, a lawful use of a structure exists that is no 

longer permissible under the regulations of this Ordinance, such use may be continued so long as it remains 

otherwise lawful, subject to the following: 

 

A. No non-conforming use of a structure may be enlarged, expanded, extended, or altered except in 

changing the use of such structure to a use permitted in the district in which such structure is 

located. 

 

B. When a nonconforming use of a structure is discontinued or abandoned for more than one hundred 

eighty (180) consecutive days, the structure may not thereafter be used except in conformance 

with the regulations of the district in which it is located. 

 

C. Should any structure containing a nonconforming use be moved for any reason or any distance, 

it shall thereafter conform to the regulations of the district in which it is located. 

 

SECTION 5.5 – CHANGE of TENANCY or OWNERSHIP 

There may be a change of tenancy, ownership, or management of an existing nonconforming use, building, 

or structure; provided there is no change in the nature or character of such noncom -forming use, building, 

or structure. 

 

SECTION 5.6 – SUBSTANDARD, NONCONFORMING LOTS of RECORD 

In any district in which single-family dwellings are permitted, notwithstanding limitations imposed by other 

provisions of this Ordinance, a single-family dwelling and customary accessory buildings or structures may 

be erected on any single lot of record at the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance. 

Such lot must be in separate ownership and not of continuous frontage with other lots in the same ownership 

as of the date of adoption of this Ordinance. This provision shall apply even though such lots fail to meet 

the requirements for area or width, or both, that are generally applicable in the district, provided that yard 

dimensions and other requirements, not involving area or width, or both, of the lot shall conform to the 

regulations for the district in which such lot is located. If two or more lots or combinations of lots with 

continuous frontage in single ownership are of record and all or part of the lots do not meet the requirements 

for lot width and area as established by this Ordinance, the lands involved shall be considered to be an 

undivided parcel for the purpose of this Ordinance, and no portion of said parcel or lot shall be used or sold 

which does not meet lot width and area requirements established by this Ordinance nor shall any division 

of the parcel or lot with width or area below the requirements stated in this Ordinance. 

 

 


