
 

The Escape Pod 
The escape pod hissed as the lid popped open. Inside was a woman with dark brown 

short middle parted hair, tanned skin and almond shaped bright green eyes. She had on a 
metallic silver jumpsuit with the number 95 written in bold letters on a badge sitting on the left 
side of her chest. Her name is Devya and she is a 34 year old born in Bengaluru, India. She was 
one of the smartest astrophysicists in the world. At the age of 25 Devya moved to Texas 
because of a job offer at NASA. She worked at NASA for 9 years where she was one of the 
highest ranks. NASA personally chose her to be one of the first 100 humans to step foot on a 
new planet named Persephone thousands of light years away. She left in the year 2354 and 
spent 462 earth years sleeping on the ship before the ship had some difficulties causing all of 
the people to evacuate into escape pods and leave the ship before it shut down and caused 
everyone on the ship to die. 

Devyas eyes darted around as she sat up.  
“Where am I?” she said aloud and she swung her legs over the side of the pod and slid 

out. As her silver boots hit the bright green dirt she heard a squeal. She lifted her boot and saw 
a small, gooey, orange creature stuck to the bottom, 

 “Gross!” Devya exclaimed, scraping the creature off. She scanned the environment 
around them to see huge cliffs and mountains made of green, pink, orange, and teal stone. The 
ground was covered with exotic and colorful plants and fungus. She could see different animals 
resembling birds flying through the air above her. Devya decided it was time to explore and 
figure out what to do.  

Devya had no idea where she was but she knew it wasn’t Perspehone. She started 
walking and continued along a river filled with bright purple liquid and small aquatic animals. 
After walking for around an hour or so she realized the sun had already set and came back up a 
few times. It seems the days and nights are a lot shorter on this planet. After walking for another 
hour or two Devya heard a voice.  

“Hello! Is there anyone here?” The voice called out. Devya started running towards the 
voice to find another person standing next to the same silver escape pod and wearing the same 
silver jumpsuit only with the number 87 written on the badge instead. The person had dark, 
glowing skin, dark brown eyes, a hijab that was silver to match the jumpsuit, and a nose ring. 
Her name was Astraia, she worked in the same department as Devya but she had never really 
talked before. 

 Their eyes met from 50 feet away. 
“Devya?”Astraia questioned. They started towards each other, meeting right under a 

huge fluorescent green mushroom looking plant.  
“Do you know where we are?” Devya asked calmly.  
“I haven’t a clue but it's definitely not Persephone,” said Astraia. 
 “Should we look around?” asked Devya.  
“Yes. We should definitely find somewhere to rest and stay safe,” Astraia answered. 

They walked for hours on end through a forest of many different tree-like plants. They finally 



found a nice place to rest underneath one of the plants. They sat down and within five minutes 
they were both asleep. 

Hours later they were awoken by a bang and the ground shaking. 
“Devya what was that?” Astraia questioned. 
“I don’t know Astraia, maybe we should check it out,” Devya said. “Grab something to 

use as a weapon in case it's dangerous.”  
Astraia grabbed a large stick to the right of her as Devya picked up a large rock. They 

started walking up a hill and once at the top were standing on the edge of a cliff. They looked 
around to see the colorful trees and plants covering this planet. After looking around they saw 
the cause of the bang it was a large tree as tall as the California Redwoods had fallen. It seems 
the reason for the tree falling was a rot starting at the base of the tree turning it black. The rot 
seemed to be spreading at a quick pace from the base of the tree. The beautiful trees and 
plants were turning black and decaying. Animals caught in it were frozen in the rot and then 
turned into dust.  

“Oh no!” Astraia exclaimed. “We have to start running and figure out something to do!” 
“Let's get going then!” Devya said. 

The two started running back down the hill as the rot was quickly spreading behind them. The 
two ran for a while passing animals and plants that would soon be reduced to dust. After 
running for a while Astraia realized the rot was not affecting the water or any of the life in it. She 
had an idea. 

“Devya, we have to get back to my escape pod.” Astraia said, “The rot is not affecting 
anything in the rivers. If we can push my escape pod into the ocean I landed by, we might have 
a chance of living.” 

“Sounds risky but it's our only shot. I'm in,” said Devya. 
Astraia then guided Devya to her exact landing spot. They had outrun the rot so they 

had time to push the escape pod into the water. They both planted their hands on the escape 
pod and on the count of three pushed at the same time. Once close to the water Devya told 
Astraia to get and so Devya could push it the rest of the way. Devya pushed as the rot got 
closer and closer until finally getting the pod to the ocean. Devya went to jump in but right 
before she could get her left foot off the ground it was touched by the rot. 

“DEVYA!” Astraia screamed as Devya was turned into a lifeless statue. Devya turned 
into dust as Astraia floated away. 


