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Chartered 
15 April, 1995 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

• Chapter Team Articles 

• District News 

• National News 

• Our Mission Statement  

• Birthdays & Stuff 

• Ride Calendar   

• Event Flyers  

 

           ALSO IN THIS ISSUE 

• Night Riding 

• SNAPSHOTS—a look at 
what Chapter L’s been up to 

• Chapter L Funnies 

Chapter Directors: Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas        
wingernut93@aol.com      lorriemthomas@aol.com      
Dan’s Cell 757-343-1783    Lorrie’s Cell 954-599-5178 

We meet the 4th Tuesday of each month (except December) at 
The Golden Corral, 101 Volvo Pkwy, Chesapeake, VA 23320.  Our 
meet, greet and eat—begins at 6pm, our gathering begins at 
7pm.  We invite you to come out and have fun with us 

 
2022 Road Warrior Awards          January:  Lorrie Thomas 

February:  No drawing 
March:   
April:   
May:   
June:   
July:   
August:  
September:  
October:  
November:  

           December:  
 

 

 Gold Wing Road Riders Association   
              GWRRA’s Motto is…  
 Friends for Fun, Safety and  Knowledge 
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Women’s History Month is a celebration of women’s contributions to history, culture and society and has 

been observed annually in the month of March in the United States since 1987. Women’s History Month 

2022 will take place from Tuesday, March 1-Thursday, March 31, 2022.  Women’s History Month provides an 

opportunity to honor the generations of trailblazing women and girls who have built our Nation, shaped our 

progress, and strengthened our character as a people. 

Why Do We Celebrate Women’s History Month? 

Women’s History Month is a dedicated month to 

reflect on the often-overlooked contributions of 

women to United States history. From Abigail 

Adams to Susan B. Anthony, Sojourner 

Truth to Rosa Parks, the timeline of women’s 

history milestones stretches back to the             

founding of the United States. 

The actual celebration of Women’s History 

Month grew out of a weeklong celebration of 

women’s contributions to culture, history and society organized by the school district of Sonoma, California, 

in 1978. Presentations were given at dozens of schools, hundreds of students participated in a “Real Woman” 

essay contest and a parade was held in downtown Santa Rosa. 

A few years later, the idea had caught on within communities, school districts and organizations across the 

country. In 1980, President Jimmy Carter issued the first presidential proclamation declaring the week of 

March 8 as National Women’s History Week. The U.S. Congress followed suit the next year, passing a            

resolution establishing a national celebration. Six years later, the National Women’s History Project success-

fully petitioned Congress to expand the event to the entire month of March.  

 

Women’s History Month 2022                  

 Retrieved from: https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/womens-history-month 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/womens-history-month
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We will continue this game for 2022. Karen Bottoni, your Newsletter Editor will hide 

three random Chapter L Membership numbers somewhere in the newsletter. She will 

spin the wheel three times and a membership number will appear.  If you locate your 

membership number, please notify Karen, kbottoni@gmail.com, tell her what page 

and where you found it.  Then attend the next Chapter gathering and get your reward. 

Where will you find your membership number? 

Look in the margins, Read the Articles, read the special event inserts, along the 

margins, along the headers, footers, anywhere and everywhere in the Newsletter is fair 

game. It’s not going to be too hard, but it will not be too easy either.  

Only two special Rules: 

1.  Chapter-L Team Members are ineligible to participate. 

2.  All other members eligible and must attend the Gathering during the month of the                  

newsletter to receive your reward. Must get with the MEC by 7pm start of the meeting. 

Disclaimer:  The numbers on this picker wheel do not count as finding your number! 

pickerwheel.com 
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Spring is in the air. The actual first day of spring is the 20th of March, so we will be planning more 

rides and events. We have had some sporadic weather with temperatures varying from one day to 

another. We have taken advantage of some of the nice days and gone riding. We will be having a 

Bike Clinic in April at my house, and I will be smoking something good to eat. If you missed this 

last year, you missed a great time. 

As many of you know, we changed our meeting facility and have had some great turnouts of Mem-

bers. We have even seen some that we haven’t seen in quite some time. It is great to see them again 

and hope they will continue to attend. We have also not seen some Members that had come out in 

the past that were regular attendees. We miss seeing you all and we look forward to seeing you 

soon. 

Many of you may remember Terry Simpkins from Virginia Grand Tour. Terry will be visiting our 

Chapter Gathering in March and will be distributing his Tour Books. They are still the same price 

as last year and all the proceeds go to the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation. I ran into Terry at the 

February Gathering for Chapter C and got my book at that time. As always, there are some great 

rides, and we will be adding some of these to the ride calendar. 

We are in the planning stages for our event in May. This will be held on May 14th at Kempsville 

Presbyterian Church located at 805 Kempsville Rd in Virginia Beach. Put this on your calendar and 

we will need everybody’s help to make this a successful event for our Chapter and visiting Chapters. 

We hope to see everyone at the next Gathering and hope to see you on any planned rides. Till then 

be safe, ride safe and keep the shiny side up. 

 

Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 

Chapter Directors, Va-L  

Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 
Chapter Directors 

wingernut93@aol.com 

Dan cell (757) 343-1783 

Lorrie cell (954) 599-5178 

 

Chapter  
Directors 
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Reasons Why We Ride 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 

Joe & Trish Daniel 
Chapter Couple of the Year 

famdan4@charter.net 

 

 

Chapter  
Couple 
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Joe & Trish Daniel 

 

Joe & Trish Daniel 
Chapter Couple of the Year 

famdan4@charter.net 

 

 

Chapter  
Couple 
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John & Shawn Irons 
Director’s Assistant 
 
KEEPING MEMBERS THROUGH RETENTION 
Some time ago, Shawn and I were discussing how we were losing more and more       
Members from within GWRRA. When looking at the area run list (ARL), we noticed that 
the Association was losing the majority of our Members who had only been Members for 

one term of their signup. Many of them had been Members for just two to three years. The Members who 
stayed on past the first term were clearly renewing for several years. A lot of them went past the ten-year 
mark. So, is there a trend of those who stay longer and why do they stay? This is the question for all of us to 
think about. We called some of our home Chapter Members and asked them why they stayed and to our 
surprise many said it was because the Chapter kept them involved and at the time of renewal of their     
membership someone called or sent a reminder. This got those long-tenured members past that three-year 
mark of membership.  
 
How do we retain membership? We have to be pro-active Chapters, getting Members involved in Chapter 
activities, and making sure we are contacting in person the Members on your ARL whose memberships are 
about the expire. Remember that we are a motorcycle organization. Even though we are becoming “more 
mature,” we can still get out and have fun riding. 
 
As we lose more and more Chapters, the area of membership expands within a District and we see that we 
have Members who may be two and three hours away from a Chapter Gathering. In your planning make 
sure you set up a ride to the areas of those members who live two or three hours away. Reach out to those 
Members who have not been contacted in a while and invite them to a Gathering or event. Let them know 
that they are important to our GWRRA family and help them to understand how GWRRA works; talking 
about the benefits and things they get out of GWRRA never hurts.  
 
Each Member that we retain will strengthen our Association and will help with its growth. Pull out that new 
ARL Listing and call people you have not seen in a while. I bet they want to talk about GWRRA and getting 
out to ride again.  
 
So, District and Chapter Directors, pick up your phone and call a Member. Set the example for your team 
and let’s see the retention rates rise in our Districts this year. 
 
John & Shawn Irons  
405-747-4618 
Ironsline3414@gmail.com 
 

 

Dennis & Phyliss Easton 
Membership Enhancement Coordinators 

eastondm@cox.net  

 

 

 

Membership Enhancement 
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The Ride Calendar will have been updated by the time this is released in the Chapter newsletter. 

Please check the calendar https://gwrraval.org/ for upcoming events and rides. Listed below are the rides 

for March and April 2022. 

 

3-11 Chapter Dinner at Murphy’s Irish Pub on Pacific Ave, Va Beach 

3-19 Ride to Saluda, Grand Tour Destination 

3-22 Chapter Gathering at Golden Corral 

3-26 Adopt a Spot Clean up, lunch at Southland 

4-2    TBD 

4-8 Chapter Dinner- Dirty Buffalo Grassfield Pkwy Chesapeake 

4-9 Grand Tour ride to Newtown, Va 

4-16 Bike Clinic. Dan & Lorrie’s house. 

4-23 Bug Splat Ride- Karen to organize and lead 

4-26 Chapter Gathering 

4-30 Cape Hatteras Lighthouse Ride 

 

Dan Clark 

Ride Coordinator 

 

 

Ride Coordinator 

Dan Clark 
Ride Coordinator 

wingernut93@aol.com 

https://gwrraval.org/
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H A B I T S 

I may have mentioned this before in an article, but we are all creatures of habit. I bet someone reading this will say, 
“maybe everyone else is, but not me!” I can prove to you that we are creatures of habit. Take your hands and place them 
together, interlocking your fingers. Look at your thumbs and see which one is on top. Now take your hands apart and do it 
again but this time when you interlock your fingers, make certain the opposite thumb is on top. I bet that feels weird to 
you. Want more proof? Fold your arms across your chest and look down to see which arm is on top. Take them apart and 
fold them across your chest again, this time with the arm that was on top now on the bottom. Can you even fold them that 
way? If you are still in denial, when you brush your teeth the next time, don’t use the hand you normally use, brush them 
with the opposite hand. About the second time you jab yourself in the gums, you will say to yourself, “Karen was right, I’m 
a creature of habit!”.  

Safe motorcycle riding involves incorporating safe habits. Think about how you start your bike, do you practice safe habits? 
After you have performed the pre-ride inspection and have donned all your safety gear ATGATT and mounted your       
machine, it is time to fire up the engine. For the pre-ride inspection, use the T-CLOCS method which stands for Tires and 
Wheels, Controls, Lights and Electrical, Oil and Fluids, Chassis and Sidestand.  

If you have ever started your bike in first gear, even with the clutch pulled all the way back, sometimes you would have 
noticed your bike lurch forward when you pressed the starter. Although the clutch is disengaged, there is still a tiny 
amount of friction present until the fluid in the clutch is properly dispersed. It is so important to shift into neutral to start 
your bike. For some bikes, if the transmission is not in neutral, the starter won’t work. So an important habit to get into is 
to always put your bike in neutral before you starting the engine.  

There is also a shutdown procedure to go through when it is time to turn the engine off. You should always turn the engine 
off by using the engine cutoff switch by your right thumb. All those controls are at your fingertips on purpose and that is 
so you do not have to take your hands off of the handlebars to operate your machine. It is important to develop this habit 
because under stress, you will do what you have always done. If you only turn the engine off by use of the ignition, under 
stress, that is how you will resort to turning it off. If, on the other hand, (get it?) you always use the engine cutoff switch, 
under stress a simple movement of the right thumb and you will have shut down the engine. As soon as the engine has 
stopped, the you can turn off the ignition. Lastly, don’t forget to turn off your fuel valve if your bike has one.  I know some 
of us in the Chapter have carbureted bikes with fuel valves.  This is especially important if you keep your bike in your     
garage. Should a needle valve get stuck, a lot of fuel can leak out which can be extra dangerous in a closed in space. Not to 
mention gas prices are on the rise and who wants all that money pouring out onto the floor?  

One more thing, don’t forget your side stand! Park your machine in first gear so it won’t roll. Before dismounting, with 
your hand off the clutch, push forward on the bike and take the play out of the gears to prevent the bike from moving and 
causing the side stand to return to its upright position.  

 

“Safety is for Life”     “Practice Makes Permanent” 

Karen Bottoni 

CSEA 

 

Chapter Skills Enhancement Advisor 

Karen Bottoni 
CSEA 

kbottoni@gmail.com 
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The Dark Web 

A brief history of the dark web 

Like all things dealing with the internet, the 
dark web traces its history to 1969, when 
the  Advanced Research Projects Agency, 
better known as ARPA, developed a             
computer communications network that 
eventually become the internet that we 
know today. 

A key event for the dark web came in 2002, when the alpha version of the Tor web browser was 
launched. This browser, short for The Onion Router, is a free and open-source software that allows people 
to travel the web anonymously. The development of the Tor Browser that is commonly used today to          
access the dark web began in 2008. 

Another big event occurred in 2009, when Bitcoin software was released to the public. Bitcoin is key 
for the dark web because this digital currency gives users the chance to purchase items anonymously. This 
is useful for people who want to buy something illegal. 

Then came 2011, when the Silk Road online marketplace launched on the dark web. The founder of this 
site was able to use the combination of the internet, Tor browser, and bitcoin to give people the chance to 
buy drugs and make other illegal purchases anonymously. 

Law enforcement authorities eventually shut down Silk Road. But other online marketplaces have popped 
up on the dark web to take its place. This includes sites such as AlphaBay, Dream Market, Hansa, and Wall 
Street Market. These dark web markets have all been either shut down or taken down, but others continu-
ously surface. 

Dark web defined 

The term "dark web" sounds ominous, and there's a reason for that. The dark web is a part of the internet 
and made up of hidden sites that you can't find through conventional web browsers. Instead, you must rely 
on browsers and search engines designed specifically to unearth these hidden sites. 

There’s also plenty of secrecy surrounding this corner of the internet. Sites on the dark web use encryption 
software so that their visitors and owners can remain anonymous and hide their locations. It’s why the 
dark web is home to so much illegal activity. If you tap into the dark web, you’ll find everything from             
illegal drug and gun sales to illicit pornography and stolen credit card and Social Security numbers.                                                                                

Continued on next page 

 

Webmaster 

Karen Bottoni 
Webmaster 

kbottoni@gmail.com 
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Difference between dark web and deep web 

It’s easy to confuse the dark web with the deep web. But they aren’t the same. 

The deep web is also hidden, in a way. But it’s home to benign sites, such as people’s password-protected 
email accounts, the intranets run by businesses, the online bank account pages of consumers, government 
databases, and private sites that require users to type in a log-in name and password. 

Think of the dark web, then, as a small subset of the deep web that has become a haven for illegal activity. 

Is it illegal to access the dark web? 

Surfing the dark web isn’t illegal. Buying illegal drugs or firearms from a site on the dark web or                           
downloading child pornography? That is illegal. 

For instance, in the summer of 2018, the U.S. Department of Justice, U.S. Department of Homeland                
Security, U.S. Secret Service, Drug Enforcement Administration, and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service 
teamed up to arrest more than 35 dark web vendors of drugs, weapons, and other illegal products. 
The agencies also seized $23.6 million in illegal guns, drugs, gold, and Bitcoin. 
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    Spring Cleaning! 
 

Several of my Virginia friends and Teammates attended a Crazy Supper 

this past weekend. It’s a fun and crazy way to feed people and raise 

some money for a camp for kids with cancer and their siblings. More 

importantly, it was a return to an event that has been traditionally held 

every year but wasn’t for the last three years due to Covid. It really felt 

good to share something we’ve done for years with the new Members. It gave us hope that we are 

returning to the way it was… Thank you, Va-F. 

What has this to do with Spring Cleaning? As we sort through the District and Chapter storage units 

and the trailers in the spirit of Spring cleaning, we are reminded of all the fun stuff we used to do. 

Decorations tell that story. Game boards tell that story. Plaques and trophies do, too. Treasuries may 

be slimmer than in the past, so recycling the tried-and-true activities and props may be an answer. 

Ask the MEC’s in your Chapter, both current and former, for ideas. Did you do games at Gatherings? 

Did you recognize GWRRA anniversaries, birthdays, and wedding anniversaries with a candy bar or 

other treat? Anyone keeping a log of motorcycle mileage to recognize the long haulers at the end of 

year? When was the last time you did any training for your Chapter? Team Riding? Road Captain? 

When did you do your last Chapter wide picnic and invited everyone from the ARL? Lots of ques-

tions, but you have the answers and ability to make it happen. 

As a reminder, an updated report on your Members’ Level status is available. It looks like the Rider 

Ed database is going to be available shortly after being down for a few months. 

If you haven’t registered for Rally, please do. There is a limited number of rooms available at the    

hotel. Don’t get left out. You won’t be charged until you check out. Send a check or use the credit 

card feature for Rally registration. The information is included in this newsletter. 

“Spring is the best life coach: It gives you all the energy you want, all the positive thoughts you wish 

and all the boldness you need!” ― Mehmet Murat  

 

 

 

Virginia District Directors             Lorrie Thomas & Dan Clark 

 

District 
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National 
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Respect all motorcycle riders and motorists 
Inspire members to participate in the Levels Program.  
Dedicated towards providing a family atmosphere so everyone has fun.  
Educate our members about new innovations regarding riding, safety, and about GWRRA. 
&  
Give back to the community, resulting in a positive image of motorcyclists.  
Relax, and enjoy the ride!  
Offer assistance and encourage participation by all members.  
Work with members by assisting them in achieving their goals.  
 
So, what are we really saying…  
 
We don’t discriminate; all types of motorcycles are welcome. If your friends are looking for a 
group to ride with, that believes in and practices safety, we are that group. Respect drivers by   
being courteous with our lights and riding style. 

We want all our members to participate in the Rider Education (Levels) program. The Levels 
Program allows members to advance from Level 1 (Committed to Safety) to Level 4 (Safety By 
Enhanced Commitment and Preparedness), also known as Master Tour Rider. As our members 
gain experience and miles, we inspire them to advance to the next level.  

We are a family association; we are dedicated to providing a fun and friendly atmosphere to 
members and visitors of  all ages. We strive to make every event fun. 

Chapter L is dedicated to educating our members and visitors about motorcycling. We do this 
by having training provided by certified trainers that have graduated from Gold Wing             
University. We educate members about riding alone, with a co-rider, and in a group. We         
educate on riding as a team, pulling trailers, crash scene response, leadership, fun events,      
advances in motorcycling, and much more. Our trainers are evaluated by senior trainers to    
ensure they remain up-to-date regarding motorcycling. 

Not all motorcyclists are the same; we strive to present a positive image to the public. We      
inform the public about what our association stands for; Friends, Fun, Safety, & Knowledge. We 
are a part of the community and want the community to be a part of us. 

Have fun and enjoy riding with Chapter L. We want all of our riders to relax and enjoy the ride 
while being among friends that share your passion… riding. 

It takes everyone to make the Chapter successful. But what is the definition of successful?    
Successful means the Chapter is fun. Successful means the Chapter rides a multitude of routes  
with varying distances. Successful means people want the Chapter to thrive. Successful means 
people ask “what can I do to help…” Successful means our membership thrives. In other 
words, we cannot be successful without you. Participation from all members results in the 
Chapter   being successful. 

Have you achieved your goals you’ve set? Regardless whether your goals involve motorcycling 
or are professional, chances are, there is someone in the Chapter that wants to assist you in      
achieving your goals. Our goal is to assist you in achieving your goal.   

          

Our Mission Statement: RIDE & GROW  

Our Motto:  RIDE and GROW with VA-L 
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 Birthdays, Anniversaries, & Other Information 

March Birthdays  

Jan Gunter — 3/3 

Madonna Elliott—3/6 

Don Milburn—3/8 

Nick Knox—3/9 

Betty Leonard 

 

           March Anniversaries: 

None  
 

Helpful information for members 

To get Chapter, District, and National patches for your vest, contact our Chapter Treasurer,   
Will Conrad.   
For things you might typically pick up at a Rally, but don’t want to wait until the next one 
comes around: 
- Chapter Shirts/Rider Ed patches:  See the Chapter Directors; Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 
• Name Tags:  www.ThEngraver.com (take note of spelling—only 1 ‘e’ at beginning 
• Vests & sewing patches:  
 - Perfect Fit Alterations, 357 Johnstown Rd, Chesapeake. They also do vest embroidery 

 - The Leather Arts Store at 415 N. Military Highway, Suite 13. Ask for the owner, Dennis 
• Embroidery & Name Tags:  Nancy Harbison Uniforms & Tailoring at 479 South Lynnhaven Road, 

Virginia Beach (463-3241) 

 

These are by no means the only place to get your desired items, just the ones that seem to 
be used the most by local chapters. 

     
     

March GWRRA Anniversaries: 

Bob Dignan—1 year 
Jennifer Hildman—2 years 
Martha Phelan—5 years 
Lyndsey Millard—4 years 

Richard & Betty Leonard—6 years           
Bobby & Janice Gunter—9 years                  

Trish Adams—12 years                                   
Wes Orvis—14 years                                           

Steven & Kathy Kapsha—16 years 
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Gathering & Ride Calendar   

          Check out our website to see the latest updates to our calendar https://gwrraval.org/  

 

Date Chapter/Type Event 

Mar 13 L Chapter  L Dinner,  Murphy's Irish Pub  to celebrate              
St Patrick's Day.  We will meet at the restaurant at 6:30 
pm  which is located at 2914 Pacific Ave, Virginia Beach  

Mar 13  Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Mar 19 L This is another Va. Grand Tour Ride.  Depart from Dan & 
Lorrie’s  house, 5308 High St W at 8:30 am and head to 
Gloucester to take a break at Wawa which is approximately 
10 miles past the Bridge to Gloucester. We will stop for 
lunch in Gloucester for lunch on the return trip and a side 
trip to Northern Neck Popcorn before returning home  

Mar 22 L Chapter Gathering.  Golden Corral, 101 Volvo Pkwy           
6:00 pm- 8:00 pm  

Mar 26 L Adopt a Spot clean-up.  Meet at 10:00 am at 201 Hanbury Rd 
in Chesapeake at the Walgreens and go to lunch afterwards 
to Southland in Moyock, N.C. We should arrive by 11:30. 

Mar 26 VA Medic First Aid Class, 8:30a-12:30pm, Gloucester Va                
(see newsletter flyer) 

Apr 8 L Chapter Dinner at the Dirty Buffalo, 612 Grassfield Pkwy in 
Chesapeake, Va.  Meet at the restaurant at 6:30 pm  

Apr 9 L This is another Va. grand Tour destination. We will depart 
from our house located at 5308 High St W in Portsmouth at 
8:30 am. We will stop in Gloucester for a short break then 
continue on our journey.  We will stop in Tappahannock, 
Va for lunch before returning home 

Apr 16 L Chapter L Annual Bike Clinic hosted by Dan & Lorrie at 
their house 

Apr 23 L Bug Splat Ride.   Karen will be leading and organizing this 
ride. This is a fun filled ride to collect bugs on you bike 
closest to the target 

Apr 26 L Chapter Gathering.  Golden Corral, 101 Volvo Pkwy           
6:00 pm- 8:00 pm  

https://gwrraval.org/
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Chapter-L  

ICE CREAM TRAIL Challenge 

Rules: 

Visit as many Ice Cream places as you can, In 

state or out of state. 

Listed on next page are Ice Cream places in 

each of the VA Chapter  Cities, as well as 13 

local Hampton Roads. There is space to input 

up to 10 of those you found on your own.  

     Take a picture of the Ice Cream place 

Sign as a selfie. Post to VA-L Facebook 

with your name, place, City and VA-L 

Members with you. 

Fill out the Ice Cream Run sheet with date 

you dined there.  

Points will be awarded as follows: 

1 point per location in Chesapeake, Virginia Beach, Portsmouth, Suffolk, or Norfolk 

2 points per location outside of those listed above, some indicated by other Chapter lo-

cations. 

3 points for out of state locations. 

15 points gets the coveted Ice Cream pin awarded during the Chapter VA-L Christmas 

Party in 2022. Turn in all forms in no later than the November 2022 VA-L Chapter 

Gathering. 
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  NIGHT RIDING 
By Steve Warmath, Safety Officer, HOG 

 

Riding at night can be fun but also offers up another set 
of safety issues. The ability to see and be seen is limited 
compared to riding during the daylight hours. Many    
riders love to see the bright lights of the city and revel in 
the glow of the moonlight, not to mention it’s much 
cooler in the summer months when the Florida daytime 
heat is almost unbearable. We should be aware, however, 
that there are risks inherent with night riding.  

When transitioning from a brightly lit environment to a 
dim or dark one, it takes the human eyes approximately 
30 minutes to completely adjust to the low light condi-
tions. A couple of things happen as a result of this transition. Visual acuity is diminished and depth per-
ception is affected. The natural blind spots in the eye also become more prominent. A constant, moving 
scan ahead is important in order to see the whole picture.  

Have you ever noticed someone at a roadside restaurant having a bite to eat at night and they are            
wearing sunglasses? The reason for this is so they can minimize the time it takes for the eyes to readjust 
from a light environment (restaurant) back to a dark environment (driving at night). What about pilots 
flying at night and their need to look at maps or other things that need illumination? They use red 
lensed lights. The eyes are minimally affected by red light in a dark environment.  

You may have heard the term “Overdriving your headlights”. What this means is that essentially, you are 
driving at a speed that will require more distance to react or stop than the distance it will take for you to 
perceive the threat, react and stop or avoid. You don’t want that to happen to you with a big buck    
standing in the road staring at you.  

An often used defense, “I didn’t see him (the rider)” when a vehicle strikes a motorcyclist, may be used 
more frequently, as it is more difficult to see at night. There are some things you can do to increase your 
visibility to other motorists and to increase your ability to see.  

All those bright lights are pretty, but they also can cause a glare that will momentarily blind you.             
Blindness, even for a second, can cause an error that results in an accident. To help alleviate this, be sure 
to have clean, scratch free, clear vision glasses or helmet visor. Plan ahead and always keep a set of clear 
glasses on the motorcycle. You never know when you might be riding and day turns into night before 
you arrive home.  

Riding can be dangerous during the day, but the danger is exponentially increased at night. If you have a 
moon lit night, it can help, but you can’t always count on that. To increase your ability to see and be 
seen on dark roads at night, make sure you do everything you can to increase your night vision acuity 
and visibility. In most of the country, bugs come out at night and a clean, scratch free windshield can 
help you avoid the bug attack, as can a full faced helmet.  

 
 

Continued on next page 
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Lightly colored clothing and reflective gear can also be a 
life saver at night. Some states require a piece of          
reflective tape on helmets. Reflective gear in the form of 
vests, jackets and other clothing are available in          
motorcycle dealer stores and online. It can be                  
fashionable too. Some jackets have reflective designs on 
the back that are not only fashionable, but provide              
additional visibility when riding at night.  

Another danger of riding at night is the prevalence of 
animals such as deer, possum, armadillos and other creatures. Some of these animals are more likely to 
be on the roads at dawn or dusk, but can be there any time. It’s difficult to see them in the day time, but 
at night, your ability to react to a deer or other animal darting out in the roadway is decreased, and you’ll 
have less time to respond. The only thing you can do is slow down, be aware of your surroundings,               
anticipate animals moving into your path, and practice quick braking techniques in advance of night   
riding. Swerving or trying to outrun the animal is usually not the best choice. Quick stopping is normally 
your best chance of avoiding a collision with an animal.  

The lights and reflectors on your bike can help you to be seen by other motorists. After market lighting 
options such as fog lights or LED headlights can increase your span of vision and visibility by other     
motorists. It should go without saying, “Don’t drink and drive,” and “Don’t ride when you’re extremely 
tired.” Both conditions put you, the rider, at unnecessary risk. Riding at night is not for everyone, and 
some people avoid it at all costs. If on a trip, and night falls, they simply get a hotel. That’s one option, 
but riding at night can be safe and enjoyable if you follow some of the tips above.  

Ride safe and have fun!  
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Hanging out with Greg, Air Ops Duty Officer, (Al 

Dobbins co-worker) & keeping an eye on the sky 

A visit to Karla Dobbin’s at Sheila’s Place 

Chatting with residents & Caregiver Nicole (blonde) at Sheila’s Place 

 

 

 

 

VAL and VALerie’s Adventures 
 January/February, 2022 

S N A P S H O T S 
   A look at what Chapter-L’s Been Up To 

      Birthday wishes for Karla 

Chatting up a storm with Sheila, owner of Sheila’s Place 
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Virginia’s newest ITCP instructors—Congrats to all 

L to R  Phyliss Easton, Randi Green, Trish & Joe Daniel, Bob Beltz 

 

 

 

 

Chapter L Dinner 
Tucano’s Brazilian Grille 

 February 11, 2022 

S N A P S H O T S 
   A look at what Chapter-L’s Been Up To 

 

GWRRA ITCP Workshop 
 February 20, 2022 
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Tic Tac Toe Winners 

L to R Joe Daniel CHAMP, Dave Hunter, Al Dobbins, Bruce Conklin Steve Kapsha receives his Level I 

Playing Tic Tac Toe with solo cups 

Steve won the Door Prize 

 

 

 

 

Chapter L Gathering 
 February 22 , 2022 

S N A P S H O T S 
   A look at what Chapter-L’s Been Up To 

 

Martha Phelan won 50/50 Bruce Conklin receives his Level I 

158965 
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Chapter L Ladies Luncheon 
Casual Pint 

 February 23, 2022 

S N A P S H O T S 
   A look at what Chapter-L’s Been Up To 

   Ride to Petersburg National Battlefield 
    March 5, 2022 

Dan Clark, Lorrie Thomas, & Gnome Napper 

Denise 
Madonna 

Bonnie 

Friend of Madonna 

Karen 

Phyliss 
Paula 
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Did You Know? 

www.did-you-knows.com 

 

 Mileage for all planned Chapter L rides for Year 2021 was 8,739 

 Mileage accumulated by all Chapter L participants was 46,668 



 34 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  ISSUE 3    March 2022 

 

Chapter-L St Paddie’s Day Funnies  
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                               https://gwrraval.org/ 

Chapter Team Members 

POSITION NAME EMAIL 

CHAPTER DIRECTORS DAN CLARK 

Dan cell: (757) 343-1783 

LORRIE THOMAS 

Lorrie Cell: (954) 599-5178 

wingernut93@aol.com 

lorriemthomas@aol.com 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT DENNIS & PHYLISS EASTON eastondm@cox.net 

TREASURER WILL CONRAD will38@cox.net 

RIDE COORDINATOR DAN CLARK wingernut93@aol.com 

CHAPTER SKILLS ENHANCE-

MENT ADVISOR (CSEA) 

KAREN BOTTONI kbottoni@gmail.com 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR JOE & TRISH DANIEL famdan4@charter.net 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR KAREN BOTTONI kbottoni@gmail.com 

WEBMASTER KAREN BOTTONI kbottoni@gmail.com 

MILEAGE COORDINATOR BRUCE CONKLIN Xtrucker4.3@gmail.com 

SECRETARY DEBBIE MANDIGO dsteamn@gmail.com 

GREETER PAULA DIGNAN shortyd2@cox.net 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE KARLA DOBBINS karla_cowboys@yahoo.com 

https://gwrraval.org/
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https://www.gwrravadistrict.com/ 

http://gwrra.org/ 

Team GWRRA 

POSITION NAME PHONE E-MAIL 

District Director Lorrie Thomas 

Dan Clark 

954-599-5178 

757-343-1783 

lorriemthomas@aol.com 

wingernut93@aol.com 

Asst. DD West Wayne & Kathy Whitworth 540-875-8064 wayne69997@yahoo.com 

Asst. DD North Vacant   

District Couple of the Year Vacant   

District Educator Vacant   

Asst. District Educator Bob Beltz 757-869-8277 beltzb@cox.net 

Asst. District Educator Gordon Combs 540-840-0394 gorcom@msn.com 

District University Coordinator Vacant   

CPR/MFA Coordinator Vacant   

District Membership Enhancement Dave & Randi Green 757-870-7282 davenrand@cox.net 

Asst. Membership Enhancement Ann Peterson 703-583-1655 nativepeterson12@gmail.com 

District Web Master Fritz Sassine 804-938-9183 fritz.sassine@gmail.com 

District Event Photographer Jim Peterson 703-583-1655 nativepeterson12@gmail.com 

District Special Events Coord. Dave Hotaling 

Robin Hotaling 

 

646-406-1200 

davidsgoldwing02@gmail.com 

rah889195@yahoo.com 

District Rally Vendor Coord. Linda Carlyle 804-652-9520 lindaredwing05@verizon.net 

District Treasurer Roman Paryz 757-687-9282 roman.paryz@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Roman Paryz 757-687-9282 roman.paryz@gmail.com 

Virginia District Team 

Jere and Sherry Goodman Directors of GWRRA JereGood@aol.com 

Bob and Nan Shrader Director's Assistant floridadd@msn.com 

Tom and Renee Wasluck Director's Assistant tom.renee11@gmail.com 

John & Shawn Irons Director's Assistant ironsline3414@gmail.com 

Frank and Sharon Jackson Director’s Assistant frankj64155@yahoo.com 

Lorrie Thomas and Dan Clark Director of the University lorriemthomas@aol.com 

Dan and Mary Costello Directors of Membership Enhancement mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com 

James & Freida Clayson Directors of Motorist Awareness james.clayson@gmail.com 

Randall and Janet Drake Director of Finance financedirector@gwrra.org 

Susan & George Huttman Directors of Rider Ed director-re@gwrra.org 

Allesandro Boveri & Mariarosa Bruzzone Directors Overseas alboveri@gmail.com 

https://www.gwrravadistrict.com/
http://gwrra.org/
mailto:JereGood@aol.com
mailto:mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com
mailto:james.clayson@gmail.com
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Virginia Chapters 



 38 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  ISSUE 3    March 2022 

 

Other local gatherings 
• Chapter C-Hampton/Newport News: 2nd Sunday each month, 5pm.  IHOP at 15447 Warwick Blvd in Newport 

News 

• Chapter NC-E2-Elizabeth City, NC: 3rd Thursday each month, 7pm.  Itsa Boutza Pizza, 109 S. Hughes Blvd in         

Elizabeth City, NC 

The Golden Corral Buffet & Grill 

101 Volvo Parkway, Chesapeake, 

VA 23320 

(757) 549-2819 

www.goldencorral.com 

Please come and join us!  

 


