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Chartered 
15 April, 1995 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

• Chapter Team Articles 

• District News 

• National News 

• Our Mission Statement  

• Birthdays & Stuff 

• Ride Calendar   

• Event Flyers  

 

           ALSO IN THIS ISSUE 

• Something We Hope Never 
Happens... 

• How Crowned Roads Affect 
Motorcycle Handling 

• Been To The Desert... 

• SNAPSHOTS—a look at 
what Chapter L’s been up to 

• Chapter L Funnies 

Chapter Directors: Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas        
wingernut93@aol.com      lorriemthomas@aol.com      
Dan’s Cell 757-343-1783    Lorrie’s Cell 954-599-5178 

We meet the 4th Tuesday of each month (except December) at 
Zino’s Café, 850 George Washington Hwy N, Chesapeake, VA 
23323. Our meet, greet and eat—begins at 6pm, our gathering 
begins at 7pm.  We invite you to come out and have fun with us 

 
2021 Road Warrior Awards          January: Lorrie Thomas 

February: Rolled Over 
March:   
April:   
May:   
June:   
July:   
August:  
September:  
October:  
November:  

           December:  
 

 

 Gold Wing Road Riders Association   
              GWRRA’s Motto is…  
 Friends for Fun, Safety and  Knowledge 
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Women’s History Month is a celebration of women’s contributions to history, culture and society and has 
been observed annually in the month of March in the United States since 1987. Women’s History Month 
2021 will take place from Monday, March 1-Wednesday, March 31, 2021.   

Why Do We Celebrate Women’s History Month? 

Women’s History Month is a dedicated month to reflect on the often-overlooked contributions of women to 
United States history. From Abigail Adams to Susan B. Anthony, Sojourner Truth to Rosa Parks, the timeline 
of women’s history milestones stretches back to the founding of the United States. 

The actual celebration of Women’s History Month grew out of a weeklong celebration of women’s contribu-
tions to culture, history and society organized by the school district of Sonoma, California, in 1978. Presenta-
tions were given at dozens of schools, hundreds of students participated in a “Real Woman” essay contest 
and a parade was held in downtown Santa Rosa. 

A few years later, the idea had caught on within communities, school districts and organizations across the 
country. In 1980, President Jimmy Carter issued the first presidential proclamation declaring the week of 
March 8 as National Women’s History Week. The U.S. Congress followed suit the next year, passing a reso-
lution establishing a national celebration. Six years later, the National Women’s History Project successfully 
petitioned Congress to expand the event to the entire month of March.  

Women’s History Month 2021                  

 Retrieved from: https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/womens-history-month 

Women Leaders Women in Sports Women in Science 

Sandra Day O’Connor 

Shirley Chisholm 

Mary Lou Retton 

Venus and Serena Williams 

Billie Jean King 

Candice Pert 

Marie Curie 

Elizabeth Blackwell 

1st Woman Physician in US 

Coined the term “radioactivity” 

Nobel Peace Prize Winner 

Discovered the opiate 

receptor in the brain 

Leading tennis player in the 70’s 

 

 

 

 

Defeated Bobby Riggs in “Battle of 

the Sexes” match 

1st Woman ever to win gold at 84          

Summer Olympics, won most medals of   

any athlete at that year’s games 

Sisters have held #1 ranking 

multiple times, and , combined 

have won 30 Grand Slam Titles 

Appointed 1st female justice                                                                     

of the Supreme Court in                                                                                                                  

1981 by  President Reagan 

1st African American to be candidate 

for a major-party presidential              

nomination 

          Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

 

 

 

 

Former 1st Lady of the US      

and outspoken advocate for   

civil and women’s rights 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/womens-history-month
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The weather is starting to get warmer, and the birds are chirping. The grass is starting to grow and 

it’s about time to break out those bikes. Some of us ride all year when the weather permits but   

others store their bikes for the winter. 

Now is the time to get that pre-season maintenance performed. Things to be done or checked 

would be changing the oil, maybe the antifreeze if that hasn’t been done in a couple years. Flush 

the brake fluid in the braking system and the clutch. Even though the brake system is closed, it still 

manages to get air into the system and with air comes moisture which can damage to the system 

and components. We will have a bike clinic at my house on April 3rd and have a cookout, I will be 

smoking a pork butt and make BBQ. Just let me know how many are coming so I can have enough 

BBQ. You can attend even if you are not working on the bikes, just to socialize. 

We have finally secured a facility for our annual event on May 15th. The event will be held at 

Kempsville Presbyterian Church located at 805 Kempsville Rd. We will also have a raffle for a 58” 

Vizio Smart Tv for $1.00 per ticket and we will only be selling 1000 tickets. We will need everyone’s 

assistance to make this event happen and to make it a success. I will bring the tickets to the next 

gathering for distribution for our members to sell. The winner does not need to be present to win.  

The Chapter has numerous Team positions open that I would like to fill. We have the Asst. Chapter 

Director, Ride Coordinator, Chapter Skills Enhancement Advisor, and Technical Coordinator. If   

anyone is interested in filling one of these positions, please give me a call or talk to me. I will be 

happy to explain the responsibilities and welcome anyone into a position. 

Keep an eye on the ride calendar. There are new additions all the time and places to ride. If you 

have any suggestions for a ride, let me know. Till then be safe, stay safe, ride safe and keep the 

shiny side up.  

 

Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 

Chapter Directors, Va-L  

Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 
Chapter Directors 

wingernut93@aol.com 

Dan cell (757) 343-1783 

Lorrie cell (954) 599-5178 

 

Chapter  
Directors 
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John & Shawn Irons 
Director’s Assistant 

 
KEEPING MEMBERS THROUGH RETENTION 

Some time ago, Shawn and I were discussing how we were losing more and more Mem-
bers from within GWRRA. When looking at the area run list (ARL), we noticed that the 
Association was losing the majority of our Members who had only been Members for 

one term of their signup. Many of them had been Members for just two to three years. The Members who 
stayed on past the first term were clearly renewing for several years. A lot of them went past the ten-year 
mark. So, is there a trend of those who stay longer and why do they stay? This is the question for all of us to 
think about. We called some of our home Chapter Members and asked them why they stayed and to our 
surprise many said it was because the Chapter kept them involved and at the time of renewal of their mem-
bership someone called or sent a reminder. This got those long-tenured members past that three-year mark 
of membership.  

How do we retain membership? We have to be pro-active Chapters, getting Members involved in Chapter 
activities, and making sure we are contacting in person the Members on your ARL whose memberships are 
about the expire. Remember that we are a motorcycle organization. Even though we are becoming “more 
mature,” we can still get out and have fun riding. 

As we lose more and more Chapters, the area of membership expands within a District and we see that we 
have Members who may be two and three hours away from a Chapter Gathering. In your planning make 
sure you set up a ride to the areas of those members who live two or three hours away. Reach out to those 
Members who have not been contacted in a while and invite them to a Gathering or event. Let them know 
that they are important to our GWRRA family and help them to understand how GWRRA works; talking 
about the benefits and things they get out of GWRRA never hurts.  

Each Member that we retain will strengthen our Association and will help with its growth. Pull out that new 
ARL Listing and call people you have not seen in a while. I bet they want to talk about GWRRA and getting 
out to ride again.  

So, District and Chapter Directors, pick up your phone and call a Member. Set the example for your team 
and let’s see the retention rates rise in our Districts this year. 

John & Shawn Irons  

405-747-4618 

Ironsline3414@gmail.com 

 

Dennis & Phyliss Easton 
Membership Enhancement Coordinators 

eastondm@cox.net  

 

 

 

Membership Enhancement 
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The weather is finally starting to change and that means it is time to start riding again. We have a va-

riety of lunch rides planned for the next month and a Bike Clinic. This is to get the bikes ready for the 

riding season. We will also have a cookout during the bike clinic, I will be smoking a couple pork butts 

to make BBQ. Contact Debbie Mandigo to let her know what side dish you care to bring. Her email is 

dsteamn@gmail.com. We will need items such as buns, coleslaw, chips, beans, potato or macaroni sal-

ad and desserts. You do not need to bring enough to feed the entire Chapter, just a side for 6-10 peo-

ple. 

Listed below are the rides planned for the remainder of March and for April, weather permitting. We 

know how the weather can change in Virginia. 

March 

3-20    Adopt a spot clean up and Lunch Ride 9:30 am 

3-27    Open 

April 

4-3      Bike Clinic at Dan & Lorrie’s 9 am till 4pm 

4-10     Lunch Ride to Northern Neck Burger, Depart 9:00 am 

4-17     Open 

4-24    Ride to Bodie island Light/ lunch at Miller’s Seafood 

4-29 to 5-1   Tennessee Rally 

Come out and enjoy some of the rides when you can, we would love to have you. Till then be safe and 

ride safe. 

 

Dan Clark 

Ride Coordinator 

 

 

Ride Coordinator 

Dan Clark 
Ride Coordinator 

wingernut93@aol.com 

mailto:dsteamn@gmail.com
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Spring is in the Air 

Coming from South Florida where we had two seasons, Hot and Hotter, 
I knew nothing about seasons. As kids, we determined seasonal    
changes by what decorations were in the stores. Not sure we ever 
learned to cut paper snowflakes or colored pictures of Robins. As a   
supposed grown up now living in Virginia, Daffodils and Motorcycles 
riding by tell me Spring is almost here. 

Chapters are gathering, rides are being planned and events are      
scheduled. Best of all, Wing Ding is happening! If you haven’t had the 
opportunity to attend, and can afford to take time off, get yourself to Missouri. There are folks here 
in    Virginia that haven’t missed one. Talk to Dave and Donna Huey or Mary O’Connor. They are 
Wing Ding experts. To share space and stories with riders from all over the world, walk the aisles of      
vendors trying not to buy everything in sight or explore a city you may not have gone to otherwise, 
makes Wing Ding special.  

A little closer to home, the SS Virginia is being primed for her maiden voyage. “Cruising in Grand 
Style” the Virginia 2021 Rally, is coming in October, the 14-16. More from the Cruise Directors, Randi 
and Dave Green, in this newsletter. 

In the second week of March, University Instructors began training to present classes online. If you 
are still understandably hesitant to gather for training, let us know if you’d like to do a Zoom class 
for your Chapter. We will make it happen. You get to enjoy the company of your friends and learn a 
little something, maybe something in preparation for the upcoming riding season. 

Thank you to those who attended the OPS Meeting (Officer Conference). The meeting is planned to 
offer information that will enhance your Chapter experiences. Hopefully, you learn new things,    
understand changes that may have occurred in the last year and ate sandwiches without mayon-
naise. You had to be there. 

Truth is, I, and the District Team, learn a whole bunch, too. We are frustrated to learn that             
information does not always trickle down to you. Because of that, we spend a great deal of time at 
OPS busting myths and clearing the air about processes, rules, and deleted positions that you may 
have thought still exist but have long ago disappeared. We, as leaders, need to get better at          
communication. It is so important to you, the Members, and to the health of the Chapter, to get       
information in a clear and timely fashion. 

Our promise to you is to work hard to do all we can at the time of the earth’s rebirth, to help grow 
our District. Again, I ask, how can we help? 

 

Virginia District Directors             Lorrie Thomas & Dan Clark 

 

 

District 
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National 
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Respect all motorcycle riders and motorists 
Inspire members to participate in the Levels Program.  
Dedicated towards providing a family atmosphere so everyone has fun.  
Educate our members about new innovations regarding riding, safety, and about GWRRA. 
&  
Give back to the community, resulting in a positive image of motorcyclists.  
Relax, and enjoy the ride!  
Offer assistance and encourage participation by all members.  
Work with members by assisting them in achieving their goals.  
 
So, what are we really saying…  
 
We don’t discriminate; all types of motorcycles are welcome. If your friends are looking for a 
group to ride with, that believes in and practices safety, we are that group. Respect drivers by   
being courteous with our lights and riding style. 

We want all our members to participate in the Rider Education (Levels) program. The Levels 
Program allows members to advance from Level 1 (Committed to Safety) to Level 4 (Safety By 
Enhanced Commitment and Preparedness), also known as Master Tour Rider. As our members 
gain experience and miles, we inspire them to advance to the next level.  

We are a family association; we are dedicated to providing a fun and friendly atmosphere to 
members and visitors of  all ages. We strive to make every event fun. 

Chapter L is dedicated to educating our members and visitors about motorcycling. We do this 
by having training provided by certified trainers that have graduated from Gold Wing             
University. We educate members about riding alone, with a co-rider, and in a group. We         
educate on riding as a team, pulling trailers, crash scene response, leadership, fun events,      
advances in motorcycling, and much more. Our trainers are evaluated by senior trainers to    
ensure they remain up-to-date regarding motorcycling. 

Not all motorcyclists are the same; we strive to present a positive image to the public. We      
inform the public about what our association stands for; Friends, Fun, Safety, & Knowledge. We 
are a part of the community and want the community to be a part of us. 

Have fun and enjoy riding with Chapter L. We want all of our riders to relax and enjoy the ride 
while being among friends that share your passion… riding. 

It takes everyone to make the Chapter successful. But what is the definition of successful?    
Successful means the Chapter is fun. Successful means the Chapter rides a multitude of routes  
with varying distances. Successful means people want the Chapter to thrive. Successful means 
people ask “what can I do to help…” Successful means our membership thrives. In other 
words, we cannot be successful without you. Participation from all members results in the 
Chapter   being successful. 

Have you achieved your goals you’ve set? Regardless whether your goals involve motorcycling 
or are professional, chances are, there is someone in the Chapter that wants to assist you in      
achieving your goals. Our goal is to assist you in achieving your goal.   

          

Our Mission Statement: RIDE & GROW  

Our Motto:  RIDE and GROW with VA-L 
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 Birthdays, Anniversaries, & Other Information 

march Birthdays  

MADONNA ELLIOTT 3/6 

JAN GUNTER 3/3 

BETTY LEONARD  

 

            march Anniversaries: 

           none 

                          

Helpful information for members 

To get Chapter, District, and National patches for your vest, contact our Chapter Treasurer,   
Will Conrad.   
For things you might typically pick up at a Rally, but don’t want to wait until the next one 
comes around: 
- Chapter Shirts/Rider Ed patches:  See the Chapter Directors; Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 
• Name Tags:  www.ThEngraver.com (take note of spelling—only 1 ‘e’ at beginning 
• Vests & sewing patches:  
 - Perfect Fit Alterations, 357 Johnstown Rd, Chesapeake. They also do vest embroidery 

 - The Leather Arts Store at 415 N. Military Highway, Suite 13. Ask for the owner, Dennis 
• Embroidery & Name Tags:  Nancy Harbison Uniforms & Tailoring at 479 South Lynnhaven Road, 

Virginia Beach (463-3241) 

 

These are by no means the only place to get your desired items, just the ones that seem to 
be used the most by local chapters. 

           

March GWRRA Anniversaries: 

BOB & JAN GUNTER— 8 yrs 

RICK  MAKOWSKI—12 yrs 

MARTHA PHELAN—4 yrs 

RICHARD & BETTY LEONARD– 5 yrs 

WES ORVIS—13 yrs 
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Gathering & Ride Calendar   

            Check out our website to see the latest updates to our calendar https://gwrraval.org/  

 

Date Chapter Event 

Mar 12 L Chapter Monthly Dinner, 6pm, Tucano’s Brazilian Grill, 

11820 Fountain Way, Newport News.  Meet at restaurant 

Mar 14  Daylight Savings Time Begins—Spring Ahead 1 hour 

Mar 20 L Adopt-a-Spot clean up, 9:30am, Walgreens, 201 Hanbury Rd.  

Lunch ride to Weeping Radish.   

Mar 23 L Chapter L Gathering.  Zino’s Café & Tavern, 850 Old George 

Washington Hwy N, Chesapeake, VA.  Eat at 6pm               

Meet 7pm 

Apr 3 L Bike Clinic, 9am-4pm, Dan & Lorrie’s house, 5308 High St 

W, Portsmouth 

Apr 10 L Lunch Ride to Northern Neck Burger, meet at Hardee’s 

9am, 864 George Washington Hwy 

Apr 24 L Ride to Bodie Island Lighthouse, depart Hardee’s 8am, 864 

George Washington Hwy 

Apr 27 L Chapter L Gathering.  Zino’s Café & Tavern, 850 Old George 

Washington Hwy N, Chesapeake, VA.  Eat at 6pm               

Meet 7pm 

Apr 29 – May 1 TN Tennessee District Rally, “Spring Fling”, Pigeon Forge 

May 15 L 1st Annual Motorcycle Rodeo & Motorcycle Safety       

Awareness Event, Kempsville Presbyterian Church, 805 

Kempsville Rd, Va Beach  

Jun 29-3 Jul National Wing Ding 42, Springfield, Missouri 

Oct 14-16 VA Rally in the Valley, “Cruisin in Grand Style”, Lynchburg 

Grand Hotel, Lynchburg, VA  

https://gwrraval.org/
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http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?orgid=43309&pid=8580694&coupon=goldwings
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There will only be 1000  tickets sold for the TV Raffle  

Tickets are $1.00 each 

Make checks payable to :  GWRRA-L 

Send to: Dan Clark 5308 High St W.  Portsmouth, VA 23703 

http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?orgid=43309&pid=8580694&coupon=goldwings
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http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?orgid=43309&pid=8580694&coupon=goldwings
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https://www.wing-ding.org/ 

http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?orgid=43309&pid=8580694&coupon=goldwings
https://www.wing-ding.org/
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http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?orgid=43309&pid=8580694&coupon=goldwings
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http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?orgid=43309&pid=8580694&coupon=goldwings
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  Something We Hope Never Happens, 
but just in case reminders! 

  By:  Chuck Bonnett, GWRRA MT District Educator, SI-2262  

 

 

 

 

  

 Continued on next page 
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     How Crowned Roads Affect Motorcycle Handling 
 

Retrieved from RiderMagazine 
https://ridermagazine.com/2018/04/30/how-crowned-roads-affect-motorcycle-handling/ 

 

 

Roads are engineered to disperse rainwater and minimize pooling on the road surface. The way those clever civil 
engineers achieve that is by designing roads with a crowned profile. The surface is higher in the middle (where 
the double-yellow is) and slopes downward to each side of the road—a bit like a pitched roof on a house. The 
cross-slope design does much to make wet-weather riding safer. But motorcyclists should also consider how a 
crowned road comes into play even when the road is dry. 

We travel on the right side of the road here in America. On a crowned road, that means the pavement slopes 
from its highest point at the left side of our lane down to its lowest point on the right edge of the lane. Have you 
ever noticed that the left side of your bike’s tires wear more than the right? It’s because your bike travels along a 
slanted plane for miles on end. 

But here’s a new slant: Think about how the crown effect comes into play when the pavement turns. In right-
hand corners, the cross slope of the road creates a banked turn within our lane, providing slightly more traction, 
ground clearance and more responsive steering as we lean into the curve.  

Conversely, a left-hand curve has a reverse camber as the pavement slopes away from the rider, slightly reducing 
traction and ground clearance and contributing to less responsive steering. This is one reason many riders find 
left-hand curves to be more challenging. A more conservative entry speed, combined with positioning your head 
and upper body toward the inside of the curve will reduce the bike’s lean angle and more than compensate for 
any compromise in ground clearance and traction due to the crowned road. With a little practice, those 
crowned left-hand curves may become your crowning achievement! 

 

Crowned roads affect how your motorcycle handles and how your tires wear. Illustration by Kimberley Chapman. 

http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?orgid=43309&pid=8580694&coupon=goldwings
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     Been to The Desert… 
On a horse with ?? name 

Submitted by Karen Bottoni, VA-L 
 

I think the date was February 15th.  I was sitting at my computer at home doing what teleworkers do.  
I remember it was cold and rainy.  Another one of those “wish I were somewhere else” days. During 
my daily paper shuffling routine, my phone rang, and it was one of my older Sisters in Spokane,   
Washington.  She tells me I should join her and my younger Sister in Cave Creek, Fort McDowell, 
Fountain Hills area of Arizona for some Birthday fun.  The younger Sister’s birthday is February 22nd.  
My immediate response was “Patty, you know I cannot just book some flights and leave on short     
notice like this, besides, I have to watch my budget”.  She then offers to fund my lodging and some 
food and some activities.  Oh boy, now what.  I told her I could not allow her to pay my way, does not 
seem right.  She insisted.  I’ve learned over the years to never argue with older Sisters, I rarely ever 
win.  I saw that the temperatures would be in the high 70’s and sunny in Phoenix.  I was sold, nothing 
wrong with a little spontaneity especially to a warmer dry climate that tames my asthma.  I then told 
Debbie of this proposal and she too insisted I go as well.  Don’t have to tell me twice. 

Next thing I remember I was boarding a flight to Phoenix on Sunday, February 21st.  The Sisters had 
arrived a couple days earlier, so they were able to pick me up at airport.  Off to the resort we went.  
Oh, the air felt so good, I felt good.  Couldn’t wait to lay poolside and order one of those non-alcoholic 
umbrella thingys. Once settled, we did a little exploring around the resort grounds.  Incredibly         
beautiful place to stay.  The name of the resort was “We-Ko-Pa” offering breathtaking views of the 
McDowell Mountains, Red Mountain, Four Peaks and the Superstitions.  The golf resort is part of the 
Yavapai Nation land that will never be commercially developed. 

    

 

After a long day of flying and exploring, we met for dinner in the resort restaurant.  I was briefed on 

the agenda for Monday, Feb 22nd.  We were going on a four-hour  horseback ride through a 
25,000-acre desert playground.  That’s what the birthday girl wanted.  Both my Sisters are horse lovers 
and have ridden all their life.  The ride would take us through the Verde River and Sonoran Desert.  I 
quietly questioned myself if I had the endurance to sit in a hard saddle for that long.  I knew how I’d 
feel on return and dismount.  It didn’t matter, this was about an experience and some Sister time. 

 

Continued on next page 

http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?orgid=43309&pid=8580694&coupon=goldwings
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Six o’clock in the morning came around quickly.  Got up, ate breakfast, dressed in our riding attire, 
hats and all.  They wore ball caps I wore what seemed to be an ugly straw cowboy hat that got 
smashed in my suitcase.  Our ride was scheduled at 10am.   The resort shuttle picked us up and we 
were on our way, about a 15 min drive to the stables.  We met the owner inside and signed our release 
from liability waivers, got our instructions, joked around a bit, then back outside to preview the      
horses.  This was a private ride, just us three and our trail lead, Jarem.  I knew immediately what horse 
I wanted when we drove up to the ranch.  I didn’t share that with my birthday Sister cause she should 
get to choose first, it’s her birthday.  I was secretly hoping she’d choose a different horse.  She did 
thankfully..lol           

                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We set off at 10am with our guide Jarem.  A very nice young man who loves his job.  About a third of 
the way into the ride, we saw our first critter, a jackelope… a rabbit with horns..lol.  Seems the horses 
know the land very well because they alerted us of this traveler who apparently had right of way.  Not 
long after that encounter, the horses stopped again because something a little more intimidating was 
nearby.  Yep, it was coyote.  We happily let him meander across our trail.  We also saw some       
woodpeckers, hawks, cattle, and some glorious eagles. No rattlesnakes thank goodness.  On the trail          
riverbed, our guide rode us quietly past a huge tree with an eagle’s nest.  There she was, sitting on her 
eggs.  You can kind of see her head perched above that tonnage of nest material.  That nest was huge! 

 

Continued on next page 
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We stopped a few times for photo ops and water breaks. The scenery throughout the ride was         
phenomenal.  Jarem let us ride our horses into the water so they could cool off too.  My horse briefly 
thought about rolling in the sand post water break.  I caught her just in time.  I had these visions.  Last 
thing I needed was to be flattened by a horse in a riverbed.  When we hit the 3-hour mark in the ride, 
we all agreed on ending the ride early.  We were out of water and we thought our guide needed a 
break too.  We all needed the outhouse too!   Upon our return, we were helped getting off our horses.  
I could barely walk.  We all walked bull legged to the office for restroom break.  It was a sight.  We 
had a wonderful time and tipped our guide well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We returned to the resort hotel for some much-needed rest to prepare for the second half of birthday 
celebration.  Later we all went to a local eatery called Saddle Bronc Grill, a western-themed sports bar 
& grill offering an array of local craft beers on tap and hearty pub fare.  We carried on about our day of 
riding, shared lots of laughs, ate some good food.  Of course, our server brought out an ice cream hot 
brownie sundae for us to share as birthday cake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We called it a night and declared it a successful day cause none of us fell off our horses and we can 
still walk.  We also decided the next day would be “do whatever you want to do” day.  They wanted to 
go into Fountain Hills shopping.  I had different ideas...hee hee.  The adventure continues on next 
page. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Tuesday morning the 23rd came quickly.  I was walking much better.  Worked out some of those aches 
and pains in my butt and legs.  We met for breakfast and the Sisters asked me what I had planned for 
the day.  I didn’t know yet, but I’d let them know when I figured it out.  We parted ways and I         
immediately made a phone call to Fort McDowell adventures which ironically is where the horse     
stable is located.  There were other adventures there as well.  I looked over the two options, the Green 
Zebra off road adventure in a go cart on steroids or a Desert Segway Tour on two wheels.  The latter 
piqued my interest so that’s the one I signed up for.  If it’s on two wheels, no problem, just like a     
motorcycle…ummm no.  I luckily got the last open reservation for the day at 3pm.  It was a two-hour 
ride.  I arrived at 2:30 for orientation and training.  Sheez, why do I need training?  How difficult could 
this be?  You just jump on and go, umm no.  I was in a group with two others and our tour guide   
Cowboy Wayne.  While he was talking to us three about the operation of the Segway, I was watching 
the other group out of the corner of my eye practicing on their machines.  Cowboy Wayne                   
admonished me and said pay attention to me Sugar, your life depends on it.  I’ll explain the Sugar part 
later.  Figured I had better pay attention cause this ain’t nothing like riding a motorcycle.   

 

Before we could step onto our Segway, Cowboy Wayne brought out a bucket of stuffed animal heads 
on sticks.  He said we each pick out the one we want and then he’ll tell us the name of our ride-a-long 
companion.  Mine was Sugar, a cute pony with a red bandana.  So that’s what he called me the entire 
tour.  Not Karen, not Gnome Napper, just Sugar.  Finally, after lectures and instructions, he picked me 
first to practice.  I admit, it was a little dicey there in the beginning.  Once I figured it out, I was      
getting a little cocky going around the cones, yes doing weaves around cones.  Cowboy Wayne picked 
up on that aggressiveness and begged me to slow down.  I obliged.  Once Cowboy Wayne was satisfied 
with everyone’s training, we set off into the desert.  I decided to let the two young kids go before me.  
I brought up the rear which was better.  It was a fun ride, nice little hills and valleys, up close views of 
desert plants and such.  I saw many tarantula and snake holes, more than I cared to see.  Cowboy 
Wayne gave us some detailed history of the land and tribes that occupy it.  I learned quite a bit.  The 
Sisters, meanwhile, were texting me asking me what I was doing.  Of course, I cannot text and ride a 
Segway at the same time.  So naturally, they  were worried.  I shared my adventure with them that 
evening.  They were relieved I was alive.  This adventure concluded my Arizona/birthday celebration 
quicky get a way.  We flew out the next day and headed home with great big smiles on our faces. Sing 
with me now  “I’ve been through the desert on a horse with no name, it felt good to be out of the 
rain, In the desert you can remember your name, ‘Cause there ain’t no one for to give you no 
pain La, la… Lyrics by America, 1971, written by Dewey Bunnell. 
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Karen Bottoni receives Newsletter of the Quarter 
VA-L 4th Quarter Award 

 

Lorrie Thomas, DD, kicks off Ops Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

          District Ops Meeting  
          February 13, 2021 

S N A P S H O T S 
   A look at what Chapter-L’s Been Up To 



 28 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  ISSUE 3    March 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Medic/First Aid Class  
          February 20, 2021 

S N A P S H O T S 
   A look at what Chapter-L’s Been Up To 
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VA-L members played a game called Tenzi.  
Roman Paryz won 1st place, Debbie Mandigo 
2nd place, and Carm Stobie took 3rd place 

 

 

 

 

 

          Chapter Gathering  
          February 26, 2021 

S N A P S H O T S 
   A look at what Chapter-L’s Been Up To 

1st Place - Roman 3rd Place - Carm 
2nd Place - Debbie 

Dan Clark won 50/50 

Don McAlister won custody of  VAL 
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          Poppy’s Top Dog  
           March 6, 2021 

S N A P S H O T S 
   A look at what Chapter-L’s Been Up To 
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Chapter-L  Funnies  
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                    https://gwrraval.org/ 

Chapter Team Members 

POSITION NAME EMAIL 

CHAPTER DIRECTORS DAN CLARK 

Dan cell: (757) 343-1783 

LORRIE THOMAS 

Lorrie Cell: (954) 599-5178 

wingernut93@aol.com 

lorriemthomas@aol.com 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT DENNIS & PHYLISS EASTON eastondm@cox.net 

TREASURER WILL CONRAD will38@cox.net 

RIDE COORDINATOR DAN CLARK wingernut93@aol.com 

EVENT COORDINATOR VACANT  

CHAPTER HISTORIAN 

SCRAP BOOK 

VACANT  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR KAREN BOTTONI kbottoni@gmail.com 

WEBMASTER KAREN BOTTONI kbottoni@gmail.com 

SECRETARY DEBBIE MANDIGO dsteamn@gmail.com 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE KARLA DOBBINS karla_cowboys@yahoo.com 

https://gwrraval.org/
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https://www.gwrravadistrict.com/ 

http://gwrra.org/ 

Team GWRRA 

POSITION NAME PHONE E-MAIL 

District Director Lorrie Thomas 

Dan Clark 

954-599-5178 

757-343-1783 

lorriemthomas@aol.com 

wingernut93@aol.com 

Asst. DD West Wayne & Kathy Whitworth 540-875-8064 wayne69997@yahoo.com 

Asst. DD North Vacant   

District Couple of the Year Dennis & Phyliss Easton 757-636-1023 eastondm@cox.net 

District Educator Vacant   

Asst. District Educator Bob Beltz 757-869-8277 beltzb@cox.net 

Asst. District Educator Gordon Combs 540-840-0394 gorcom@msn.com 

District University Coordinator Vacant   

CPR/MFA Coordinator Vacant   

District Membership Enhancement Dave & Randi Green 757-870-7282 davenrand@cox.net 

Asst. Membership Enhancement Ann Peterson 703-583-1655 nativepeterson12@gmail.com 

District Web Master Fritz Sassine 804-938-9183 fritz.sassine@gmail.com 

District Event Photographer Jim Peterson 703-583-1655 nativepeterson12@gmail.com 

District Special Events Coord. Dave Hotaling 

Robin Hotaling 

 

646-406-1200 

davidsgoldwing02@gmail.com 

rah889195@yahoo.com 

District Rally Vendor Coord. Linda Carlyle 804-652-9520 lindaredwing05@verizon.net 

District Treasurer Roman Paryz 757-687-9282 roman.paryz@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Roman Paryz 757-687-9282 roman.paryz@gmail.com 

Virginia District Team 

Jere and Sherry Goodman Directors of GWRRA JereGood@aol.com 

Bob and Nan Shrader Director's Assistant floridadd@msn.com 

Tom and Renee Wasluck Director's Assistant tom.renee11@gmail.com 

John & Shawn Irons Director's Assistant ironsline3414@gmail.com 

Kevin Bramhoff & Karin Young Director's Assistant director@gwrra-nwc.com 

Frank and Sharon Jackson Director’s Assistant frankj64155@yahoo.com 

Lorrie Thomas and Dan Clark Director of the University lorriemthomas@aol.com 

Dan and Mary Costello Directors of Membership Enhancement mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com 

James & Freida Clayson Directors of Motorist Awareness james.clayson@gmail.com 

Randall and Janet Drake Director of Finance financedirector@gwrra.org 

Susan & George Huttman Directors of Rider Ed director-re@gwrra.org 

Allesandro Boveri & Mariarosa Bruzzone Directors Overseas alboveri@gmail.com 

https://www.gwrravadistrict.com/
http://gwrra.org/
mailto:JereGood@aol.com
mailto:director@gwrra-nwc.com
mailto:mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com
mailto:james.clayson@gmail.com
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Chapter 

  
Area / Location 

  
Chapter Director 

  
Phone Number  & 

Email 

  
Monthly Gatherings 

  
 VA-A 

  
     Burke 

  
    Mary O'Connor 
          (11/09) 

  
703-635-6775 

  maryoc4429@aim.com 
2nd Wed.  7:30 pm 

 
The Ponds  Community Center, 
9837 Burke Pond Lane, Burke, 

VA. 22015 

 
 VA-C 

  
    Hampton/Newport   

News, 

  
  John & Lynn Floyd 
        (01/21) 

  
757-838-0607                             

crayonjohnfloyd@gmail.com 
myluckymnm@yahoo.com 

2nd Sun.    4:pm eat / 5pm meet 
 

Angelo's Steak House 
755  J. Clyde Morris Blvd, Newport 

News 

  
 VA-D 

  
    Richmond 

  
  Fritz Sassine & Iris Guillet 
         (01/18) 

  
804-938-9183 

      fritz.sassine@gmail.com 
4th  Wed.   6:pm eat / 7pm meet 
Candelas Pizzeria & Ristorante     

Italiano, 
14235 Midlthoian Tnpk., Richmond 

  

  

 VA-E 
  

    Fredericksburg 

  

  Claude  Revely 

         (01/19) 

  
540-207-7646 

 Knightwing263507@gmail.com 
          www.battlefieldwings.com 

  

  
3rd Wed.      6:pm eat / 7pm meet 

Great American Buffet. 
1780 Carl D Silver Pkwy,               

Fredericksburg 
Central Park  Shopping Center, exit 

130  off I95 

  
 VA-F 

  
    Winchester 

  
  Stephanie Davis 
         (08/14) 

540-664-6430                              

davis.stephanie80@yahoo.com 

 
4th  Sun.  8:am eat / 9am meet 

 
Golden Corral, 

120 Costello Dr., Winchester 

  
 VA-H 

  
     Abingdon 

  
   Paul & Dorothy Baker 
           (11/01) 

276-628-6047 

09nellie@comcast.net 

 
2nd Tue.     7:pm 

 
Abingdon Moose  Lodge 

US19,  Porterfield Hwy,  Abingdon 

  
 VA- I 

  
     Manassas 

  
   David & Robin Hotaling 
           (1/20) 

  

646-406-1200 

Rah889195@yahoo.com 

davidsgoldwing02@gmail.com 

2nd Sun.  9:am eat / 10am meet 

Great American Buffet 
8365 Sudley Rd,  Manassas 

  

 VA-K 

  
     Roanoke 

  

     Jim Dailey & 

      Susan Stuppiello 

             (6/19) 

  

540-230-0511 

DaileyENT@yahoo.com 

susantuppiello@gmail.com 

  
2nd  Mon.   6:pm eat / 7pm meet 

 
Great 611 Steak Co., 

3830 Franklin Rd., Roanoke 
 

  

 VA-L 

  
    Chesapeake 

  
      Dan Clark & 
       Lorrie Thomas 
             (1/20) 

  

757-343-1783 (D) 

954-599-5178 (L) 

Wingernut93@aol.com 

lorriethomas@aol.com 

  
4th Tue.   6:pm eat / 7pm meet 

  
Zino’s Café & Tavern 

850 Old George Washington Hwy N,        
Chesapeake 

  
 VA-R 

  
    Harrisonburg 

        Gary Hoover 
     hoov@shentel.net 

            (01/18) 

540-742-1751 

Judy Russell 
tiggerly13@hotmail.com 

 
1st  Sun 

 
Location to be Announced 

 

  
 VA-V 

  
     Bedford 

  
   Jonathan Whitworth 
            (04/17) 

540-425-0028 

   OtterRideVAV@gmail.com 

3rd Sun.    2:pm    NO  FOOD 
 

Bedford Church of God 
1212 E Main St, Bedford 

  
 VA-X 

  
      Salem 

  
        Larry Stanton 
            (01/15) 

  
304-922-1401 

Larry250222@gmail.com 

1st   Sat.   3:pm 
Riverside 

Evangelical Methodist Church, 
1920 Lucas St, Salem 

Virginia Chapters 

mailto:mailtomaryoc4429@aim.com
mailto:dhuey1800@verizon.net
mailto:fritz.sassine@gmail.com
mailto:Knightwing263507@gmail.com
http://www.battlefieldwings.com/
mailto:davis.stephanie80@yahoo.com
mailto:09nellie@comcast.net
mailto:Rah889195@yahoo.com
mailto:DaileyENT@yahoo.com
mailto:Wingernut93@aol.com
mailto:hoov@shentel.net
mailto:tiggerly13@hotmail.com
mailto:OtterRideVAV@gmail.com
mailto:Larry250222@gmail.com
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Zino’s Café & Tavern 

850 Old George Washington Hwy N, 

Chesapeake, VA 23323 

(757) 485-1468 

www.zinoscafe.com 

Please come and join us!  

 
Other local gatherings 

• Chapter C-Hampton/Newport News: 2nd Sunday each month, 5pm.  Angelo’s Steak House at 755 J Clyde 

Morris Blvd in Newport News 

• Chapter NC-E2-Elizabeth City, NC: 3rd Thursday each month, 7pm.  The Villa at 846 Halstead Ave in         

Elizabeth City, NC 


