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Chartered 
15 April, 1995 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

• Chapter Team Articles 

• District News 

• Our Mission Statement  

• Birthdays & Stuff 

• Ride Calendar   

• Event Flyers  

• Chapter L Funnies 

      

 

Chapter Directors: Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas        
wingernut93@aol.com      lorriemthomas@aol.com      
Dan’s Cell 757-343-1783    Lorrie’s Cell 954-599-5178 

We meet the 4th Tuesday of each month (except December) at 
The Golden Corral, 101 Volvo Pkwy, Chesapeake, VA 23320.  Our 
meet, greet and eat—begins at 6pm, our gathering begins at 
7pm.  We invite you to come out and have fun with us 

 
2022 Road Warrior Awards          January:  Lorrie Thomas 

February:  No drawing 
March:  Rolled Over 
April:  Will Conrad 
May:  Ed Patejak 
June:  No drawing 
July:  Steve Kapsha 
August: Rolled Over 
September:  
October:  
November:  

           December:  
 

 

               GWRRA’s Motto is…  
 Friends for Fun, Safety and  Knowledge 
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Greetings Chapter. The day after our last Gathering, Lorrie and I ventured off to Kentucky for their 
State rally which was called the Kentucky Blast. The theme was Hawaiia Doin’ and we had a lot of 
fun. I have never seen so many Hawaiian style shirts and skirts at one time and not even when I 
went to Hawaii.  

As many of you know, there are two new organizations that started up in place of GWRRA. Eagle 
Wings Motorcycle Association (EWMA) which is run by Anita Alkire who was once President of 
GWRRA and Wing’d Riders which was organized by John Lazzeroni from J&M Corporation who 
make the headsets and speakers for our bikes. Without going into great detail, I would encourage 
our Members to join Wing’d Riders. I don’t want to bash the other organization but they are lean-
ing towards no Rider Education, Medic First Aid or Training and this came out of Anita’s mouth at 
Wing Ding. Many of us are Master Riders and have continually adhered to those standards. EWMA 
will not have a levels program as well. 

I will say this. The Rider Education and University will continue as a different entity from both Or-
ganizations. The Directors of both the University and Rider Ed have vowed to keep these going and 
continue the Levels Program as well. 

We had previously heard that we would have top close the Chapter and to liquidate all the funds 
and properties by the end of the year. We received word from IRS that we may continue as we have 
in the past, we just need to change a few things and we can keep our Ein ( Employee Identification 
Number). So we will continue as before and enjoy our Chapter and fellowship. 

If you have not registered for Rally in the Valley, get your registrations in and make those hotel res-
ervations. The rooms are filling up quickly and we need to know how many will be having dinner as 
well. We will also have a Flea Market and I need to know if you care to sell material to reserve you a 
table. Please respond to this by September 30th. 

We also need a head count by September 7th for the All Chapter Picnic to be held at Twin Lakes 
State Park to be held on the 17th of September. This is always a great time and a lot of fun, so let us 
know so we can order the food and have enough for everyone. 

As you can see, we have a lot of things going on in the future. We hope to have a good turnout 
from the Chapter and see some old friends. Till we meet again be safe, ride safe and keep the shiny 
side up. 

 

Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 

Chapter Directors, Va-L  

Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 
Chapter Directors 

wingernut93@aol.com 

Dan cell (757) 343-1783 

Lorrie cell (954) 599-5178 

 

Chapter  
Directors 
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The weather is finally starting to cool off and with that we will hopefully be able to get back on the 

bike and ride. The Doctor has cleared me to ride and I have been chomping at the bit to get back on 

the road for some wind therapy. 

Below is the list of upcoming rides and events. If you have not registered or responded as to your at-

tendance, please do so as soon as possible so the District can order sufficient food for the events. 

9-17  All Chapter Picnic Twin Lakes State Park Green Bay, Va  Festivities 11-3. Approximately a 2 -2 ½ 

hour drive 

9-24  TBD 

9-27 Chapter Gathering 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the events and on the rides. Till then be safe, ride safe and keep the 

shiny side up. 

 

Dan Clark 

Ride Coordinator 

 

 

Ride Coordinator 

Dan Clark 
Ride Coordinator 

wingernut93@aol.com 

251145 
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Autumn is Coming To A State Near You 

By Mark Manley, Safety Officer, HOG 

Ah yes Autumn, the time of year when cool days make our engines purr and the changing leaves add another dimension to 
our riding pleasure. It's a great time for riding up north (for us north Ga., Tenn. N. C. northern Al.) riding in some        
beautiful scenery of colors of leaves changing along some sweeping mountain roads on a clear day that looks like it just 
jumped off a Van Gogh canvas.  

It's not hard to be caught up in all that breath taking 
beauty just winding your way through all the natural 
awe, and all is well as long as the leaves are still on the 
trees and not on the roads.  

Once they start falling our riding experience and   
training must come into focus and prepare us for the 
hazard of leaves on the road present to us on riders. 
I'm sure that some, if not all of us at one time or     
another have experienced a front or rear tire slip as we 
passed over leaves or in our case here, pine needles.  

It's a chilling feeling and maybe humbling for that 
split second loss of control causes when riding a     
motorcycle. When    riding on a road with leaves     
falling you need to be aware of your speed, road   
dampness and the turns you'll be executing while    
riding. Trying to turn on wet leaves are like riding on 
ice because that's how they affect traction and can 
cause loss of control with potentially lethal conse-
quences.  

If you come across them in the road always assume 
they're damp or wet, control your speed and keep your 
bike in a straight line and as upright and a straight line 
through a curve as you can until the leaf hazard is   
behind you.  

If possible avoid riding over groups of leaves not only because of traction issues but they could be covering a pot hole or 
some other unseen hazard. If you're out riding early in the morning be wary of leaves on the road in shady areas because of 
dew soaking into them.  

Since Autumn is upon us and the season progresses so will the potential dangers.  

Our JOB # 1 is to be acutely aware of our surroundings, be prepared and dress accordingly, ride cautiously and do what we 
do best.... have a blast riding together or alone and letting the good times roll !!!!  

 

 

Chapter Skills Enhancement Advisor 

Karen Bottoni 
CSEA 

kbottoni@gmail.com 
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“Hello September, the winds of change really can be 

beautiful.” – Anonymous 

And it certainly has been windy recently! Since the end of June until 
this past week, we have made more changes than a nursery filled with 
babies. Some of the changes resembled dirty diapers. 

Since GWRRA has announced it is closing for the end of 2022, memo 
after memo and emails galore have been flying. Two new motorcycle 
groups have formed, and Rider Education and the University have 
joined together to continue both programs separate from the new 
groups, yet available to everyone. With that, the Levels Program still exists, Medic First Aid is     
available, and all the on-bike classes are, too. 

Financial guidance has changed several times. Please read the memo included in the District     
Newsletter. We went from emptying our checking accounts to retaining your EIN number and using 
the funds to continue as Chapters.  

Most importantly to us is how will the District figure in all of this. At this point we feel that there 
will be a restructuring of the Team as several programs will no longer exist. District University      
Coordinator, District Rider Education and a District Director with Director Assistants managing    
finances, communication, Member experiences (events, rides, picnics, etc.)  in the new structure. 
This can change after discussions with Members as to their wants and needs. We will be holding a 
forum at Rally in the Valley to discuss the issues for Virginia, as well as meeting with the invited   
District Directors from surrounding states to determine if we would like to share resources and   
maybe even have a region-type get together again. 

As far as joining the new groups, that choice is still yours.  

Many of us have recognized that Wing’d Riders, founded by John Lazzeroni of J & M, most                  
resembles GWRRA and will include many of the good parts of GWRRA including education, so, we 
have chosen to join it as individuals. They will have the Chapter and District concept as a part of 
what they are building. When that comes to be, we can all look at joining together under that              
banner if it makes sense to do so. They have scheduled a wing ding type event for end of June, are 
offering discounts on J & M products, have already released a magazine and have a website up and 
running. 

Eagle Wings Motorcycle Association took a different direction with emphasis on socializing and              
riding. My personal feeling is that we can do those two things without joining and paying dues. They 
have promised elements we see in Wing’d Rider and are working to make that happen. 

To sum this all up, we can keep on trucking riding until the end of year and make decisions then as 
to how the Virginia District will look. Keep the questions and ideas coming. Nothing is off the table. 

 “Welcome a new month full of possibilities. Happy September!” 

 

Virginia District Directors             Lorrie Thomas & Dan Clark 

District 
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Respect all motorcycle riders and motorists 
Inspire members to participate in the Levels Program.  
Dedicated towards providing a family atmosphere so everyone has fun.  
Educate our members about new innovations regarding riding, safety, and about GWRRA. 
&  
Give back to the community, resulting in a positive image of motorcyclists.  
Relax, and enjoy the ride!  
Offer assistance and encourage participation by all members.  
Work with members by assisting them in achieving their goals.  
 
So, what are we really saying…  
 
We don’t discriminate; all types of motorcycles are welcome. If your friends are looking for a 
group to ride with, that believes in and practices safety, we are that group. Respect drivers by   
being courteous with our lights and riding style. 

We want all our members to participate in the Rider Education (Levels) program. The Levels 
Program allows members to advance from Level 1 (Committed to Safety) to Level 4 (Safety By 
Enhanced Commitment and Preparedness), also known as Master Tour Rider. As our members 
gain experience and miles, we inspire them to advance to the next level.  

We are a family association; we are dedicated to providing a fun and friendly atmosphere to 
members and visitors of  all ages. We strive to make every event fun. 

Chapter L is dedicated to educating our members and visitors about motorcycling. We do this 
by having training provided by certified trainers that have graduated from Gold Wing             
University. We educate members about riding alone, with a co-rider, and in a group. We         
educate on riding as a team, pulling trailers, crash scene response, leadership, fun events,      
advances in motorcycling, and much more. Our trainers are evaluated by senior trainers to    
ensure they remain up-to-date regarding motorcycling. 

Not all motorcyclists are the same; we strive to present a positive image to the public. We      
inform the public about what our association stands for; Friends, Fun, Safety, & Knowledge. We 
are a part of the community and want the community to be a part of us. 

Have fun and enjoy riding with Chapter L. We want all of our riders to relax and enjoy the ride 
while being among friends that share your passion… riding. 

It takes everyone to make the Chapter successful. But what is the definition of successful?    
Successful means the Chapter is fun. Successful means the Chapter rides a multitude of routes  
with varying distances. Successful means people want the Chapter to thrive. Successful means 
people ask “what can I do to help…” Successful means our membership thrives. In other 
words, we cannot be successful without you. Participation from all members results in the 
Chapter   being successful. 

Have you achieved your goals you’ve set? Regardless whether your goals involve motorcycling 
or are professional, chances are, there is someone in the Chapter that wants to assist you in      
achieving your goals. Our goal is to assist you in achieving your goal.   

          

Our Mission Statement: RIDE & GROW  

Our Motto:  RIDE and GROW with VA-L 
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 Birthdays, Anniversaries, & Other Information 

September Birthdays  

Terry Elliott 

Jeff Stobie 

Dennis Easton 

Steve Kapsha 

Bruce Conklin 

Paula Dignan 

John Steffel 

 

September Anniversaries: 

Joe & Trish Daniel—30 years 

Helpful information for members 

To get Chapter, District, and National patches for your vest, contact our Chapter Treasurer,   
Will Conrad.   
For things you might typically pick up at a Rally, but don’t want to wait until the next one 
comes around: 
- Chapter Shirts/Rider Ed patches:  See the Chapter Directors; Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 
• Name Tags:  www.ThEngraver.com (take note of spelling—only 1 ‘e’ at beginning 
• Vests & sewing patches:  
 - Perfect Fit Alterations, 357 Johnstown Rd, Chesapeake. They also do vest embroidery 

 - The Leather Arts Store at 415 N. Military Highway, Suite 13. Ask for the owner, Dennis 
• Embroidery & Name Tags:  Nancy Harbison Uniforms & Tailoring at 479 South Lynnhaven Road, 

Virginia Beach (463-3241) 

 

These are by no means the only place to get your desired items, just the ones that seem to 
be used the most by local chapters. 

 

     

September GWRRA Anniversaries: 

Dan Clark—17 years & Lorrie Thomas—10 years 
Dennis & Phyliss Easton—6 years 

Al & Karla Dobbins—21 years 
Jeff & Carm Stobie—14 years 
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Gathering & Ride Calendar   

          

 Check out our website to see the latest updates to our calendar https://gwrraval.org/  

 

Date Chapter/Type Event 

Sep 17 VA All Chapters Picnic, Twin Lakes State Park, Green Bay, Va 

Sep 27 L Chapter Gathering.  Golden Corral, 101 Volvo Pkwy,             
Chesapeake, VA.  Eat at 6:00 pm, Gather at 7:00 pm 

6-8 Oct VA Rally in the Valley, Lynchburg Grand Hotel, Lynchburg Va 

   

   

https://gwrraval.org/
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251145 
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Did You Know? 

www.did-you-knows.com 
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          Chapter-L  Funnies  
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https://gwrraval.org/ 

Chapter Team Members 

POSITION NAME EMAIL 

CHAPTER DIRECTORS DAN CLARK 

Dan cell: (757) 343-1783 

LORRIE THOMAS 

Lorrie Cell: (954) 599-5178 

wingernut93@aol.com 

lorriemthomas@aol.com 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT DENNIS & PHYLISS EASTON eastondm@cox.net 

TREASURER WILL CONRAD will38@cox.net 

RIDE COORDINATOR DAN CLARK wingernut93@aol.com 

CHAPTER SKILLS ENHANCE-

MENT ADVISOR (CSEA) 

KAREN BOTTONI kbottoni@gmail.com 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR JOE & TRISH DANIEL famdan4@charter.net 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR KAREN BOTTONI kbottoni@gmail.com 

WEBMASTER KAREN BOTTONI kbottoni@gmail.com 

MILEAGE COORDINATOR BRUCE CONKLIN Xtrucker4.3@gmail.com 

SECRETARY DEBBIE MANDIGO dsteamn@gmail.com 

GREETER PAULA DIGNAN shortyd2@cox.net 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE KARLA DOBBINS karla_cowboys@yahoo.com 

https://gwrraval.org/
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https://www.gwrravadistrict.com/ 

POSITION NAME PHONE E-MAIL 

District Director Lorrie Thomas 

Dan Clark 

954-599-5178 

757-343-1783 

lorriemthomas@aol.com 

wingernut93@aol.com 

Asst. DD West Wayne & Kathy Whitworth 540-875-8064 wayne69997@yahoo.com 

Asst. DD North Vacant   

District Couple of the Year Vacant   

District Educator Vacant   

Asst. District Educator Bob Beltz 757-869-8277 beltzb@cox.net 

Asst. District Educator Gordon Combs 540-840-0394 gorcom@msn.com 

District University Coordinator Vacant   

CPR/MFA Coordinator Vacant   

District Membership Enhancement Dave & Randi Green 757-870-7282 davenrand@cox.net 

Asst. Membership Enhancement Ann Peterson 703-583-1655 nativepeterson12@gmail.com 

District Web Master Fritz Sassine 804-938-9183 fritz.sassine@gmail.com 

District Event Photographer Jim Peterson 703-583-1655 nativepeterson12@gmail.com 

District Special Events Coord. Dave Hotaling 

Robin Hotaling 

 

646-406-1200 

davidsgoldwing02@gmail.com 

rah889195@yahoo.com 

District Rally Vendor Coord. Linda Carlyle 804-652-9520 lindaredwing05@verizon.net 

District Treasurer Roman Paryz 757-687-9282 roman.paryz@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Roman Paryz 757-687-9282 roman.paryz@gmail.com 

Virginia District Team 

Team GWRRA 

Jere and Sherry Goodman Directors of GWRRA JereGood@aol.com 

Bob and Nan Shrader Director's Assistant floridadd@msn.com 

Tom and Renee Wasluck Director's Assistant tom.renee11@gmail.com 

John & Shawn Irons Director's Assistant ironsline3414@gmail.com 

Frank and Sharon Jackson Director’s Assistant frankj64155@yahoo.com 

Lorrie Thomas and Dan Clark Director of the University lorriemthomas@aol.com 

Dan and Mary Costello Directors of Membership Enhancement mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com 

James & Freida Clayson Directors of Motorist Awareness james.clayson@gmail.com 

Randall and Janet Drake Director of Finance financedirector@gwrra.org 

Susan & George Huttman Directors of Rider Ed director-re@gwrra.org 

Allesandro Boveri & Mariarosa Bruzzone Directors Overseas alboveri@gmail.com 

https://www.gwrravadistrict.com/
mailto:JereGood@aol.com
mailto:mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com
mailto:james.clayson@gmail.com
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Virginia Chapters 

3rd Saturday                                      
8am Meet / Ride at 9am 
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Other local gatherings 
• Chapter C-Hampton/Newport News: 2nd Sunday each month, 5pm.  IHOP at 15447 Warwick Blvd in Newport 

News 

• Chapter NC-E2-Elizabeth City, NC: 3rd Thursday each month, 7pm.  Itsa Boutza Pizza, 109 S. Hughes Blvd in         

Elizabeth City, NC 

The Golden Corral Buffet & Grill 

101 Volvo Parkway, Chesapeake, 

VA 23320 

(757) 549-2819 

www.goldencorral.com 

Please come and join us!  

 


