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Epworth United Methodist Church 

280 E. Stillwater Avenue 

Fallon, Nevada 89406 

Epworth UMC  

Our Mission...  

Welcoming All 

Growing Spiritually 

Serving God by Serving Others 

Giving Hope 

Come Belong! 

Our Vision … 

 Letting everyone know God’s Love saves us. 

Hello, members and friends of Epworth UMC! 
 
 I just came from a beautiful celebration of life for John Sabatini, the husband of Cindy Sabatini, the 
music director at Sparks UMC. Pastor Gary Pope-Sears led the service, and he spoke about Jesus’ first 
miracle at the wedding at Cana. If you don’t remember the story, you’ll find it in the Gospel of John, in the 
first part of chapter 2;  it’s the story of Jesus turning the water into wine.  I have referred to this passage 
often at weddings, because while it is a little bit funny that Jesus’ first miracle is making booze at a party, 
it strikes me as a testament to the power of love and commitment. It reminds me that love is something 
to be celebrated. And that is exactly the spirit in which Pastor Gary shared this story, at a memorial 
service for a wonderful man for whom life was something to be celebrated, in every moment. 
 As I sat in the service, though, I thought about Lent. Many of us give up luxuries like wine (or soda, 
or chocolate, or caffeine, or electronics, or meat, etc.) for Lent, in order to remind ourselves of the 
difference between what we need and what we want. To sacrifice something, so that we can focus more 
fully on God. To give up something, and become newly aware of the abundance God provides. It is a 
strange concept to some, especially if we have never tried it, but Christians for thousands of years have 
engaged in the practice of temporary fasting to build spiritual strength. At Lent, we do it in imitation of 
Jesus, who fasted and prayed for 40 days before beginning his ministry: we fast and pray to prepare our 
hearts anew for the Resurrection at Easter. So the contrast between this season — with its focus on 
sacrifice and simplicity — with Jesus’ booze-creating miracle at a wedding party was striking to me.  
 The truth is, there are times in Jesus’ life and ministry where he and the disciples feast, and other 
times when they fast. He teaches them using metaphors of wine and wineskins, tells parables about 
grapes and vines and winemakers and weddings. He and the disciples feast when (according to his critics) 
they should be fasting. Other times, Jesus does fast and sacrifice, and takes time in private to pray, and he 
encourages his disciples to do the same. And running through it all — feasting or fasting — is a focus on 
the extravagance of God’s love. 
 Our theme for this pre-Easter season is the Divine Foolishness of God. It comes from Paul’s words 
in 1 Corinthians, the middle of the first chapter:  
 

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God.” 1 Cor 1:18 

 

 It is a Prodigal type of foolishness: the kind of foolishness that, like the father in the Prodigal Son 
story in Luke 15, showers us with mercy, forgiveness, and overflowing love...the kind of foolishness that  
feasts with saints and sinners alike...the kind of foolishness that welcomes the stranger, that feeds the 
hungry, that welcomes the criminal into paradise. The kind of foolishness that sacrifices everything for our 
sake, even to death on a cross. The kind of foolishness that then defeats death and proves to us that 
nothing — NOTHING — is impossible for God. 
 This season, therefore, I pray that you are taking time to give something up for God, and filling 
that space with some Godly foolishness of your own. I pray that you are “wasting” time by praying more, 
and reading your Bible more. I pray that you are being careless with your affection, and showering it on 
strangers. I pray that you consider taking a break from diligence and drive, and spend a few weeks 
focused on the wealth of human relationships in your life, giving thanks and praise to God in every 
moment. It is good, this life we are given. Very, very good. May this season’s fasting be a celebration of 
life. 
 A fool for Christ,  
 
  
 
  
 



 

 

 

 

It’s time to start planning for the annual UMW School Kits! Donation items from the 

list below can be brought to the Sanctuary any time during regular services or 

meetings, or they can be dropped off in the church office on Mondays or Tuesdays. 

UMW will assemble kits during their June 1st meeting. 

DONATION ITEMS NEEDED for Each Kit 

1 pair blunt scissors (rounded tip only, no plastic scissors, please) 

3 pads of paper (spiral or top bound pads, 150 sheets or less of 

loose leaf paper can be substituted for 1 pad, combination of paper 

acceptable) 

1 hand held pencil sharpener (must be at least 1 inch long) 

1 ruler, 30 centimeters (hard or flexible, cartoon characters 

acceptable, no advertisements) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us Saturday, March 17th at 5pm for a 
wonderful St. Patrick’s Day dinner in the 
Wolf Center. Meat, potatoes, cabbage, car-
rots, and drinks will be provided by our  
fantastic  cooks! You are invited to bring a 
salad or dessert to share, if you are able. 
Most important, just come and have a fun 
evening with your church family. 

World Vision’s 30 HOUR FAMINE  
Learn about hunger, and let God feed your soul. 

Saturday, March 16—Sunday March 17 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Walk—April 26th-29th 

Women’s Walk—May 3rd-6th 

If you are ready for a powerful renewal of 

your faith, join us! Call the church office to 

reserve your spot.  

Application deadline is March 31. 

3/3  Jill Pinder 
3/3  Kathryn Reynolds 
3/6  John McGarity  
3/8   Eunice Bailey 
3/10  Cuong DeLeon 
3/11  Travis Trinidad 
3/13  Ainslee Easter 
3/13  Jennifer Halstead 
3/14  Karl Humphreys 
3/14  Trent Kroll 
3/14  Charles Lockwood 
3/14  Rachel Mori 
3/15  Debbie Moorhead 
3/16  Randy Felte 
3/17  Rebecca Miller 
3/20  Aubrey Renfroe 
3/22  Christina Hesselgesser 
3/22  Amy Hesselgesser 
3/22  Ed Miers 
3/22  Anita St. CLair 
3/23  Pat Smith 
3/24  Abigail Mulcahy 
3/24  Elizabeth-Artemis Sears 
3/29  Deborah Sherman 
3/30  Ashley Humphreys 
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Rev Dawn Blundell 
Pastor 

pastor@eumcfallon.org 

Angelina Irby &  

Laura Butcher 
Communications & Administrative 

Ministries 
office@eumcfallon.org 

Maggie Neidigh 
Co-Director of Education 

goodnity@charter.net  

Grant Mills 
Chair of Church Council 

grantmfi@yahoo.com 

Steve Russell 
Chair of Board of Trustees 

stever49@gmail.com 

Michele Berney  
jamm@phonewave.net 

 Chair of Staff Parish Relations 

Jeanie Fahl 
Chair of Finance Committee 

treasurer@eumcfallon.org 

Doug Coval 
Lay Leader 

grandpa.doug@yahoo.com 

Do you have questions 
about where you can help 

serve in the life of Epworth? 
These people can help you... 

Your Hospitality team would love your help with 

setting up and cleaning up Sunday morning 

fellowship. The regular snack sign-up will now 

include a “helper” section as well.  

Please consider offering your time and energy as 

well as your snack-prep skills! 

Questions regarding our Hospitality ministry can be 

sent to Donna Strickland at djst@cccomm.net. 

mailto:jamm@phonewave.net


 
Boy Scout Troop 1776 
Steve Cathey, Scout Master:  217-2783,  
Steve Endacott, Charter Rep:  427-5356 

 

Wolf  Center is the meeting place for Troop 1776 (often called Troop 
Independence). They meet every Tuesday evening at 6:30 for training, 

service, fellowship and leadership through the BSA. If  you have a boy 

aged 11 to 17 that would like to join the Boy Scouts call either Steve 

Cathey or Steve Endacott at the numbers above.      

   Fallon Daily Bread 
 

A hot meal served every Monday and every Thursday  @ 5:15 pm.   

Barbara or Ron 423-2650 or  Kathy 867-3095  

Methodist Night will  be on March 19th 
We are always thankful for dessert donations! 

If you would like to receive the Fallon Daily Bread 
newsletter, please call Kathy Fraker. 

UMW empowers and improves the lives 

of women, youth, and children around 

the world. Join us! General meetings are 

on the first Thursday of each month, 

with the Executive meetings coming the 

Tuesday immediately before the 

General Meeting.  

Each Monday 10am-1pm in Wolf Center 

Serving all that come to our doors  

seeking a few extra items for their table. 

Donations are always welcome!   

The food pantry also makes used/new clothing available to those in need. We currently have 
4 racks of clothes and nothing to replace with when gone. 

In this spirit, we ask for your support by bringing in clothing not being used. You may drop 
off on Mondays 9 to 3 or put in church foyer. Especially in need are winter coats, child 

clothes: however, most any thing would be appreciated.  
Submitted by Pantry Coordinator, Jerry Noonkester 
Please do not leave donations by the back door! 

It’s time to start planning for the annual UMW School Kits! Donation items from the 

list below can be brought to the Sanctuary any time during regular services or 

meetings, or they can be dropped off in the church office on Mondays or Tuesdays. 

UMW will assemble kits during their June 1st meeting. 

DONATION ITEMS NEEDED for Each Kit 

1 pair blunt scissors (rounded tip only, no plastic scissors, please) 

3 pads of paper (spiral or top bound pads, 150 sheets or less of 

loose leaf paper can be substituted for 1 pad, combination of paper 

acceptable) 

1 hand held pencil sharpener (must be at least 1 inch long) 

1 ruler, 30 centimeters (hard or flexible, cartoon characters 

acceptable, no advertisements) 

3/1 UMW General Meeting—1-2:30pm  

Fireside Room 

  3/16-17 30 Hour Famine—12pm-5pm 

Saturday Afternoon 
Wolf Center (time and location may change)  

History Meeting—10am  

Conference Room 

  3/17 St. Patrick’s Day Dinner—5pm 

Wolf Center 

3/10 Worship Meeting—9:30-10:30am 

Sanctuary 

  3/13 Board of Trustees Meeting—5:30-

6:30pm Conference Room 

3/10 Men’s Breakfast—8am  

Wolf Center 

  3/21 SPRC Meeting—6-7pm  

Good News Room 

3/10 AA—7pm  

Wolf Center 

  3/28 Church Council Meeting—7-8pm 

Wolf Center 

Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays 

9am   

Worship 

Service, 

Sanctuary 

  

10:15am   

Fellowship 

and Coffee, 

Fireside 

Room 

  

10:30am   

Sunday 

School, all 

ages 

  

1:15pm   

Worship 

Service @ 

Homestead, 

365 W. A 

St. 

  

10am-1pm 

Food Pantry, 

Wolf Ctr  

   

3:30pm 

Women’s 

Study Group, 

Good News 

Room 
 

5:15pm   

Fallon Daily 

Bread, Wolf 

Center 

  
 

6:30pm    

Boy Scout 

Troop #1776, 

Wolf Center 

  

7pm  

Lahontan 

Valley 

Concert 

Choir, 

Fireside 

Room 

10:30am   

Alzheimers & 

Dementia 

Support, 

Homestead (2nd 

& 4th 

Wednesdays) 

  

  

5pm-6:30pm  

Pub Theology 

w/Pastor 

Dawn, 

Sandwinds 

 

5:15pm   

Fallon Daily 

Bread, Wolf 

Center 

  

7pm  

Joyful Noise 

Choir, 

Sanctuary 

8am   

T.O.P.S., 

Fireside 

Room 

  

7:00pm AA 

meeting every 

second 

Saturday 

Church Office Hours 

Monday & Tuesday  
9am to 3pm  

 

Epworth United  

Methodist Church 
280 E. Stillwater Ave 

Fallon, NV 89406 
Phone 423-4714  

March Events and Meetings 

Weekly Events and Meetings at Epworth UMC 



ACOLYTES THIS MONTH 

3/4  Allison Frost 

3/11  Sophia Jeffs 

3/18  Tim Bennett 

3/25   Kenny Coval 

Being an acolyte means that 

you have the honor of bringing 

the light of Jesus Christ in to 

the sanctuary to begin our worship. Each 

Sunday we will have one acolyte.   

 If you would like to participate as an 

acolyte, please call the church office at 

423-4714 or make a note on your 

welcome card. 
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3/11  Ron Evans 

3/18  Kelly Frost 

3/25  Steve Fraker 

To be a worship leader please 

contact  Mary Lou at 423-3329 

 3/4  Barbara M. 

3/11  Pastor Dawn 

3/18  Mary Lou 

3/25  Steve Russell 

A very special thank you to all who 

have led the Word for the Young at 

Heart. Our children are a blessing 

and it’s our responsibility to lead 

them in the way of His light. This is 

but one way we can do that.  

If you feel God leading you to serve 

as a part of this ministry, please call 

Barbara McGarity at 217-5736. 

Worship Servants 
Throughout this page you will find information on ways that you can be a 

Worship Servant, or someone who is active in presenting worship and helping 

to enhance the worship environment. If you would like to learn about leading 

in worship (by serving Holy Communion, reading scripture, leading the Word 

for the Young at Heart, lighting the candles, or more, please contact  

Mary Lou Gumstrup at 423-3329.  

 Epworth’s Joyful Noise Choir and Praise Team 
are filled with some of Epworth’s many talented 

musicians. If you would like to participate in 
either of these performing groups, you are 
more than welcome! Please see our Music 

Director, Jackie Warburton, if you would like to 
join or if you have any questions. 

March 4 Communion Servers 

Steve and Kathy Fraker 

                                     From Your Finance  Ministry Team 

Thank you to every member. and churchgoer for your prayers and financial donations to 

help us pay our bills, salaries, and the mortgage on the Wolf Center. God Bless you. 

The thermometer below shows our progress in paying down our mortgage, thanks to 

special donations toward the principal. We have just about met our matching fund drive 

goal of $12,000 and are going strong! Each month we will update you on our progress.  

96,000 

98,000 

100,366.00 (this is what we currently owe) 

Nursery Help! 
The nursery needs your help! Every Sunday morning during 
service, the church provides child care for children who 
aren’t quite ready to sit in the sanctuary through the whole 
service. Safe sanctuary guidelines state that we need two 
adults in the nursery with the children at all times. While we 
try to uphold this, it has not been easy. That’s why I need 
your help! If you would like to sign up to help entertain the 
little ones from 8:45am—10:45am-ish, please call the church office at 775-423-4714, please 
call me, Angelina Irby, at 775-294-5552, or put your name on the sign up sheet that will be 
passed around on Sunday. Thank you so much!    

                               Lots of love, Angelina Irby — Nursery Attendant 

Look!! We are almost 

down to 5 digits!! 

Help Us Bring Worship to Homestead Care Center 

Join us every Sunday at the Homestead Care Center at 1:15pm for a short worship service full of God’s word 

and lovely music! The service usually lasts about 45 minutes, just long enough to spread the word of God with 

those who can’t attend services in their home church. Please see John McGarity or Margaret Knox! 


