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Hello church family, 
 
Once upon a time, I used to read voraciously. I was part of a book club for 
years that met once per month, but I always finished the assigned book within 
two or three days and had time to enjoy others. I loved movies too, and stories 
of all kinds. This, while continuing my education, raising three amazing kids as 
a single mom, and serving my first church. I couldn’t have imagined starting a 
book and not finishing it, even if I didn’t like it. Now, I have a stack of books 
on my nightstand and in my office that are half-finished – ones that I loved, 
even! Novels and devotionals and inspiring books about church and faith – and 
I fall asleep through nearly every movie I try to watch. I am absolutely a nerd 
at heart, but God help me if there are drawn out battle sequences in a movie; I 
fall asleep in seconds. It drives me crazy. 
 
So there I was, watching “The Falcon and the Winter Soldier” with my 
beloved, and getting into a fascinating philosophical discussion about its 
deeper themes with my son via text, when I realized that there was a bunch of 
background information I needed to understand what the heck was going on in 
the show. I had seen most of the Avengers movies, but again, slept through at 
least half of them. And in my youth, I was MUCH more an X-Men nerd than a 
Marvel nerd, so I knew nothing about Captain America and the rest. So Dennis 
and I have started the movies from the beginning. 
 
Hang with me here. 
 
This morning, I also resolved to pick up one of those half-finished books. It’s 
called “Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible 
Again” by Rachel Held-Evans, an amazing young storyteller and theologian 
who died in 2019 after a sudden illness at the age of only 37. In the very first 
chapter, she tells the story of an imagined Israelite family in exile in Babylon, 
and the father telling his young and impressionable son the story of creation 
from Genesis. The son, Haggai, has come home full of the scary and exciting 
Babylonian creation story, because the festival celebrating it is going on in the 
city. It’s the story of Marduk and Tiamat, a story historians know as the Enuma 
Elish. (Incidentally, this story was first discovered in the ruins of Ninevah in 
the mid 1800s, written on clay tablets dated to the 7th century BCE. Can you 
imagine?!). Full of war and death and betrayal, the story is similar to many 
around the world: the war results in Marduk making himself king of the gods, 
the world is created from the blood of his enemies, and human beings are 
created as the servants of the gods and of the earthly king who is Marduk’s 
emissary. The creation story from Genesis stands in stark contrast, full of 
beauty and wonder and holiness. 
 
“You mean there is no great battle?” Haggai asks.

Epworth 
United Methodist  
Church 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
“No battle,” Papa says. 
“No grandmothers getting split in two,” Mama adds. 
“And all people are God’s emissaries, not just the king?” Haggai asks. 
“Yes. All people are God’s emissaries,” Papa says. “We are each created in 
God’s image, charged with watching over creation. We are not slaves, my 
son.” 
 
We are not slaves. Each of us is beloved, wanted, created with purpose and 
intention from the boundless creative power of a loving God. 
 
Battle is not our natural state. Compassion is. Relationship is. Understanding, 
and forgiveness, and love is. Because we are made in the image of God. 

 
In the mythology of Captain America, a sickly young boy longs to take his 
place among those who fight evil and restore order. His defining 
characteristics are compassion and the courage to put it to work. And it is 
not the super strength he gains that makes him a superhero, but the way his 
compassion and courage – the core of who he is – are increased as well.  
 
Like Haggai, and like the beleaguered characters in superhero movies of 
all kinds, we are constantly drawn into battle. Physical or verbal or 

ideological, we can become addicted to the fight, reveling in what divides us. 
We relish the stories of supposed evils done by those different from us, 
regardless whether or not they are true. Battle – even when it’s just an internal 
dialogue of self-justification – can be fun and exciting, affirming ourselves as 
Right and Good, and everyone else as Wrong.  
 
But this isn’t what God wants from us, or for us. This is not who we were 
created to be. We must not be silent in the face of evil; far, far from it. But it 
must be our compassion and courage that leads us. It must be humility and 
wisdom that guides our discernment. And it must be love that does the work, 
because that is the only power that can. 
 
We are not slaves, beloved. We are free. We are emissaries, made in the image 
of the one true God. Stand tall, as the beloved one you are, and carry agape 
with you wherever you go. 
 
In God’s wondrous love, 

Pastor Dawn 

 



 
 

 
“The Lord God’s 

spirit is upon me, 
because the Lord 
has anointed me. 

He has sent me 
 to bring good 

news to the poor, 
 to bind up the 

brokenhearted, 
to proclaim 
release for 

captives, 
and liberation for 

prisoners, to 
proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor 

and a day of 
vindication for our 

God, to comfort 
all who mourn,  

to provide for 
Zion’s mourners, 

 to give them a 
crown in place of 
ashes, oil of joy in 

place of 
mourning, a 

mantle of praise 
in place of 

discouragement. 
 

Isaiah 61;1-3 

Worship Any and Everywhere! 

Living the Resurrection: Healers 
This Sunday, as we explore the faith of the earliest church and see what we 
can learn from the way they loved and practiced it, we will join the apostle 
Paul and the church in Ephesus. Life was not easy for any of the new and 
struggling churches that were springing up all over the known world, but 
they were on fire in their faith, healers of bodies and hearts and 
communities. As you prepare your heart for worship, you might like to read 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. We will talk about all of it in worship, as well 
as what some of the other apostles had to say about healing bodies and 
spirits in the name of Jesus Christ.  
 
And then, join us for virtual coffee hour after worship at 10:45am. If you 
have never joined us, we hope that you will consider doing so, especially for 
the sake of those who can’t join us in person for worship yet. Gathering 
together in this way is a great gift you can give to yourself and your church 
family. You will get the link in your email as always; if you prefer to join by 
phone, here’s the number: 
 
1 669 900 6833 
Meeting ID: 870 1639 8986 
Passcode: 929340 
 

News and Fun Stuff 

May Special Communion Offering 
On the first Sunday of every month, we take a special offering for different 
special projects or needs. In May our special offering will go toward 
evangelism, which is the fund that pays for our radio broadcast, any advertising 
we do like event banners, and participation in parades and community events. 
Thank you in advance for your giving, it is you who enables us to be in 
ministry! 
 
Sound and Video Training 
If you have ever wanted to learn how to run the sound and/or video on Sunday 
mornings, we would love your participation! It is a great gift especially to 
those in worship who have trouble seeing and hearing, and to everyone else 
too. Join us on Saturday, May 1 at 11am for about an hour to learn how it’s 
done! Ideally, we need 2 people each Sunday, and the more folks we have the 
better our rotation will work. Thank you! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Birthdays!  
 

Bailey   
Stritenberger, 5/13 
Ailene Brown, 5/18 

Jeanie Fahl, 5/20 
Judy Lafferty, 5/23 

Kate Pinder, 5/23 
Ernie DeCoux, 5/24 

Margaret Knox, 5/30 
Diana Greer, 5/31 

Maggie Neidigh, 5/31 

United Methodist Women Meets May 6 at 1pm 
We are so glad to meet again after a long hiatus! Join us to learn what UMW is 
doing in our community and around the world, participate in nation-wide Bible 
studies and education events, and explore new ways we can love and serve the 
Lord. UMW is one of the oldest and most effective service organizations in the 
world. Join us! 
 
Worship meeting on Saturday, May 15 at 9:00am in the 
Fireside Room 
Join us to dream and plan themes, art, music, and other aspects of our worship 
together. All are welcome! 
 
Church Council Meeting on May 16 
All are welcome and encouraged to join us for our regularly scheduled Church 
Council meeting after worship on Sunday, May 16. We will talk about where 
we are financially, hear about what’s happening in our various ministries, and 
talk together about worship, education, and outreach this summer. We need 
your thoughts and ideas! Hope to see you there. 
 
Covid Vaccines at the Wolf Center 
If you haven’t gotten your vaccine yet and would like a convenient way to do 
so, it’s as easy as coming to the Wolf Center on Mondays between 10am – 
1pm or between 4pm – 6pm. No lines! Everyone age 16 and up is eligible. Tell 
your friends! 
 
Classes and Groups to Grow and Learn together! 
It is so good to have our classes and groups meeting again! We all wear masks 
and keep to the Covid protocols, so you can feel confident about gathering with 
your friends in person to learn and grow and build friendships together. Call 
the church office for more info about any of these great groups! 775-423-4714. 

• Women’s Bible Study on Wednesdays at 3pm in the Good News 
Room. We are studying “Follow” by Andy Stanley. 

• Men’s Fellowship meets every Monday morning at 6:30am in the Wolf 
Center dining room to talk and pray together. 

• Adult Sunday School meets after worship on Sundays in the Wolf 
Center. We are studying the parables of Jesus. 

• TOPS (Taking off Pounds Sensibly) meets every Friday morning at 
8am for fun, info, and mutual support and friendship. 

• Grief support group meets at Trinity Episcopal Church on Wednesday 
evenings from 5:30pm-8pm 

• Al Anon, a 12 step group for the family and friends of alcoholics or 
addicts, meets on Wednesday mornings at 10am in the Wolf Center 
dining room. 

• United Methodist Women meets the first Thursday of every month at 
1pm in the Fireside Room 

• CoDA (Codependents Anonymous) will meet together again soon. Call 
the church office for more info, 423-4714 


