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Hello church family! 

It is so good to be in worship together! As we move into the warmer 
weather and continue to love one another by keeping Covid protocols carefully in 
place, it is so good to be able to be in one place to pray and praise God and learn 
and worship together. We know that the church *never* closed, and the people of 
God never stopped praying and worshiping, we just did it mostly outside the 
building…but still, there is something special and powerful about being 
physically together in the presence of God. There is plenty of room for us to be 
safely distant, even when most of us are there all at the same time. And if it turns 
out that we get a bit too crowded, I am very prepared to add a second service at 
11:15am when we need it. One way or another, I and your church family look 
forward to the day when even more of us will feel safe coming back to worship. It 
is such a joy. 

Since preschools are authorized to be open, we hope to be able to open 
our nursery soon, too, and re-launch children’s Sunday School. We are exploring 
what we need to do to make that happen safely, so stay tuned! 

We are going to hold off on coffee and goodies for now, because we can’t 
be separated enough in the Fireside Room. As the weather warms, I am thinking 
we can move the fellowship outside on the lawn with our tables and chairs and 
goodies and coffee served by our masked and gloved Hospitality Team.  

Slowly but surely, things will get back to normal…and, with the power 
and grace of God, an even better version of normal. Thank you for your love and 
faithfulness as we continue to be the church in God’s ever-changing world. 

This Sunday is Easter Sunday, and in context I can’t help but think of the 
disciples of Jesus – not just his close friends, but the thousands and thousands 
who had gained hope and healing through Jesus – and how their entire world was 
turned upside down. In Jesus’ brief time with them, their whole understanding of 
life and God changed. For most, it was change for the better! But for many, 
including the disciples, it was confusing and frightening, and very hard to accept. 
And of course, for the religious authorities, it was terrible religious lawbreaking 
and blasphemy. No wonder there was so much conflict, despite Jesus’ consistent 
message of love and peace. And then he is killed, and the world is turned upside 
down again…and then, he is resurrected and – for those who believe – the world 
is not just turned upside down but absolutely explodes.  

And he appears to them, and their hearts are filled with joy. Impossible, 
explosive joy. And awe…that feeling of witnessing something impossible that is 
nevertheless completely real. 

And what comes after is the need to embark on an entirely new way of 
life. Even different from the life they led when Jesus walked with them in person. 
Entirely new. But they did it. With the power of the Holy Spirit, they laid down 
their lives even while they were living became the seeds that planted the church. 
And here we are. 

A new seed is planted every time a person says yes to following Jesus. 
Not just the first time, when we give our lives to Christ, but every time we go 
about in the world faithfully following his new commandment to love one 
another. When we do that, every time, we help plant a seed in another heart.  
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Every time someone sees your car pull up to church on Sunday (or any other 
day!) a seed is planted in the hearts of all who see it. Every time we leave our 
doors open so that the sound of worship goes out into the neighborhood, a seed is 
planted. Every time we welcome friend and stranger with a real smile and 
genuine greeting, a seed is planted. Every time we serve selflessly and lovingly, a 
seed is planted. And the power of the resurrection is made real in a world that 
doesn’t believe in such things. 

Friends, the obstacles we face are in some ways exactly the 
same as, and in some ways far less than what Jesus’ disciples faced in 
those days. With the power of the Holy Spirit they persevered and gave 
the world God’s greatest gift, and it grew and grew and grew until it 
covered the earth. Seed after seed was planted, every day for weeks 
and months and years and millennia, until someone shared Jesus with 
each of us and brought us here to sweet and wonderful Fallon, Nevada. 
No matter how our world is changing, the Holy Spirit is still alive and 

active, and we can plant new seeds every day.  
This is what it is to live as people of the Resurrection. Let’s worship 

every day in spirit and in truth, and give our lives while we are living in faith in 
Jesus Christ.  

Happy almost-Easter! 

Pastor Dawn 

Worship Any and Everywhere! 

WORSHIP ON EASTER SUNDAY! 
Join us for a worship service of joy, thanksgiving, and praise at 9:00am in our 
beautiful sanctuary. There will be music from our Praise Team, art that expresses 
our Easter joy, and an Easter message from Pastor Dawn. Hope to see you there! 
If you will be worshiping from home, you can also find us on KVLV at 9:30 as 
always, and on Facebook Live (if the Facebook gremlins permit. It’s a 
frustratingly imperfect technology.) 
 
And as always (except when we have other meetings or events), please join us for 
virtual coffee hour after worship at 10:45am. Because we are worshiping in 
person, it takes a bit more time before she can get away to start the Zoom call, so 
we have shifted the time by 30 mins. You will get the link in your email as 
always; if you prefer to join by phone, here’s the number: 
 
1 669 900 6833 
Meeting ID: 870 1639 8986 
Passcode: 929340 
 
Good Friday Walk to the Cross 
On Friday April 2 at noon, Kathy Fraker will lead a Walk to the Cross. We will 
meet in the parking lot of the Churchill County Cemetery, where you will receive 
the elements for Holy Communion and a booklet of the story of Jesus arrest and 
crucifixion from the gospel of John. Folks are invited to walk at their own pace, 
to take their time remembering these events in Jesus’ life, and praying as their 
heart leads them. 
 



 
Also beginning at noon, the church will be open from 12:00 noon until 3:00pm 
for anyone who might like to come in and spend some time in prayer. Candles 
will be lit, and lights will be low, and Bibles will be in the pews for any who 
might like to read the story of Good Friday in John 18:1-18:42.  
 
 
 

News and Fun Stuff 

Grief Class and Support Group Begins Wed, April 7 
A new Grief Class begins Wednesday, April 7 from 5:30-8:00pm at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, led by Pastor Trudy Erquiaga. We will meet for 
8 weeks initially, and longer if we need. Please spread the word to anyone 
grieving a loss, who might like a supportive community to be with and 
some tools to help navigate this difficult time.  
 
Community Service Day with JustServe on April 17 
Fallon has set aside a special day on April 17 for Community Service Day. 

Led and organized by JustServe, we are invited to get a group of 
friends together to serve our community and our friends and neighbors. 
Let’s create a couple of church teams! There are lots of potential 
projects in the works, from park cleanup to helping nonprofit 
organizations in town with work they need done, to things we can do to 
help our individual friends and neighbors. We can look on 
JustServe.org for ideas, or create projects of our own. Let Pastor Dawn 
know if you are interested, and we will create a couple of Epworth 

teams to do some good. She can be reached best by her cell phone, 775-
671-5553.  
 
HERO Club Fundraiser at Ana’s Café on April 17! 
Ana’s Café is partnering with the HERO Club for an all-you-can-eat spaghetti 
dinner fundraiser on April 17 from 4 til 9pm. The meal includes salad, bread and a 
drink, too, for only $10.99! Or only $2.99 for kids under 8 years old. All proceeds 
go to the HERO Club. Spread the word! 
 
Easter Egg Hunt Saturday April 3 at 2:00pm! 
Epworth UMC and the HERO Club are putting on an Easter Egg Hunt! We are 
inviting the neighbors, collecting filled plastic Easter eggs (THANK YOU to those 
who have already brought some, keep them coming!), and planning lots of fun 
surprises. This is a wonderful outreach of Christian love and care to our neighbors, 
come enjoy it and help us extend laughter and grace to our community. 
 
Adult Sunday School begins on Sunday April 11 
Jeanette Strong’s Sunday School class meets in the Wolf Center dining room 
after worship. They will be studying the Parables of Jesus. All are welcome! 



 

 

 

 

 

April	Birthdays!	 
	

Jim	Hertz,	4/1		
Elena	Wolf,	4/2		
Kyle	Dugan,	4/4		

Dana	Endacott,	4/8	
April	Butcher,	4/9		

Jake	Coval,	4/9		
Katie	Jones,	4/12		

Greg	Holmes,	4/22	 
Megan		

Hockenberry,	4/24	 
Ashlee	McGarity,	4/24	
Nadine	Miller,	4/24	

Michele	Berney,	4/27	
Deanna	Brown,	4/29	

Wilva	Blue,	4/30	 

Men’s Fellowship Monday Mornings at 6:30am 
Join members and friends of Epworth for breakfast, prayer, and conversation about 
faith and life today. It is a great group of men, supporting and caring for one another in 
their faith journey. For more info, call Jim Wieboldt at 775-423-3187. 
 

Painted Rock Path of Easter Joy! 
Thank you to everyone who is painting colorful rocks to make our path of Easter 
joy! We will be laying it in the weeks after Easter Sunday, so keep them coming. 
We will be laying out the path this coming week. We have as many stones as you 
could ever want here at church (thanks Maggie Neidigh!), and we need more and 
more and more, the more colorful and varied the better. The whole beautiful thing 
will be dedicated to Kelly Wieboldt, too, and all of the Easter hope she shared 
with so many. 
 
“Living On Purpose" - Holy Week Devotion 
The Rev. Rod Miller, Mount Vernon Place UMC, Maryland 
 
Scripture: Mark 11:12-14; 20-25 CEB 
…Jesus responded to them, “Have faith in God! I assure you that whoever says to 
this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea’—and doesn’t waver but 
believes that what is said will really happen—it will happen. Therefore I say to 
you, whatever you pray and ask for, believe that you will receive it, and it will be 
so for you. And whenever you stand up to pray, if you have something against 
anyone, forgive so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your 
wrongdoings.” 
 
Devotion 
Jesus’ cursing the fig tree is a strange event which elicits questions about what 
Jesus intended to communicate after he entered Jerusalem. Mark likes to write 
using a sandwich approach to convey the passage of time, changing locations and 
overall meaning. Jesus saw the fig tree and cursed it for not bearing fruit. Then he 
went to the Temple and drove out the money changers. The following morning, 
Peter pointed to the fig tree again and noticed it had withered. 
 
The barren and withered fig tree and the commerce-oriented Temple are meant to 
inform each other. In each instance, they were not living their purpose. Despite 
displaying lots of leaves, this fig tree bore no fruit. And despite all the activity 
going on in the Temple courts, worship and prayer were not the primary focus. 
Jesus used both instances to teach how important it is to live on purpose. 
 
When the pandemic caused churches to suspend in-person worship and leaders to 
minister differently, churches found they needed to re-examine the question of 
purpose. Discerning and living one’s calling will help guide churches and 
individuals through stress and uncertainty. 
 
Living on purpose strengthens faith and gives power to our words because they 
are linked to God’s purpose for us. 
 
The lesson of the fig tree raises the question for us: What does it mean to live on 
purpose today? 


