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DWC
DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY FLORIDA               WWW.DWCManatee.com 

OCTOBER 2025 
NEWSLETTER 

 

 

Jules Rayne is the Manatee and Sarasota Community Organizer for 
Equality Florida, the largest LGBTQ civil rights organization in Florida. 
She is also the founder and executive director of the Florida 
Transgender Alliance, which provides information, resources, and    
peer-support to the transgender community. Jules earned her under-
graduate degree in history, a Master's in education, and is a former 
high school social studies teacher with a passion for education, advo-
cating for LGBTQ+ rights, women’s rights, fighting book bans, and par-
ticipating in progressive causes at the local, state, and national levels. 
In addition, she serves on the board of directors for several local social 
justice organizations. 
 
During the 2025 legislative session in Tallahassee, Jules organized vol-
unteers to testify for LGBTQ rights in House and Senate committee 
meetings, met with lawmakers to advocate for pro-LGBTQ legislation, 
and marched on the Capitol in Florida to demand progressive change. When she’s not being active 
in the community, Jules enjoys spending time with her daughters, reading, calligraphy, and perform-
ing as a musician on various instruments.  

Jules will be speaking on the challenges the LGBTQ community is facing under the Trump and De-
Santis administrations.  

Jules Rayne 

 

DWC Luncheon Is October 9, 2025 
11:30 AM 

Peridia Golf & Country Club 
4950 Peridia Blvd E, Bradenton, FL  34203 

 
Please make your reservations                            

and meal choice by  
October 5, 3:00 p.m. 

 
Reservation Information and                              

Meal Choices Are On The Next Page 
Cost is $20 
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PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATION AND MEAL CHOICE             
FOR THE OCTOBER 9 DWC MEETING 

Email, call, or text  Marilyn Baiz for reservations 
durf1211@gmail.com 

or 
734-776-6023 

Deadline to register is Sunday, October 5, 3:00 p.m. 
 

Please select one of these meal selections: 
1. Chicken souvlaki wrap: Marinated chicken, shaved romaine lettuce, diced tomatoes, dice 
red onion, feta cheese and house made tzatziki sauce in a spinach tortilla, served with pub 

chips  
 

2. Pulled pork BBQ with onion strings and cheddar, served on a Hawaiian roll with pub chips 
and coleslaw 

 
3. Cheese-filled ravioli w/ marinated grilled portobello mushrooms and a tomato,               

basil-cream sauce 
 

All meals come with rolls, butter, a non-alcoholic. 
 

No-shows will be billed. 

President’s Letter 
 

Here it is 2025 and now we must worry about vaccines. I’m not talking about 
the Covid vaccine, but about such fundamental vaccines given to children – 
mumps, measles and the rubella vaccine and even the polio vaccine. As a 
child I remember a friend who had polio and spent months in an iron lung. 
Two children have recently died because they were not vaccinated against 
measles, with many new cases appearing everyday. Thanks to Donald Trump 
and Robert Kennedy Jr., a noted vaccine critic, and to Florida’s own incompe-
tent surgeon general, Joseph Ladapo, I worry these childhood illnesses will return. Will Medicare 
pay for your vaccines? Will we need prescriptions from our doctors? Currently CVS and Walgreens 
do require a prescription for a Covid booster. Now, let’s address the Covid vaccine and the fact that 
these people have recommended against giving the vaccine to children and older adults. I know for 
a fact that an elementary school in Kansas City had to shut down because so many of its students 
were infected with Covid. So where does that leave us – a sicker nation than it was in 2024 and for 
decades before that? 
 
Joanie LeBaron 
 
DWC Manatee County President 
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Medicaid protects 1 in 5        
Americans — but that’s about     

to change. Here’s who will             
lose access due to                          

Trump’s Big Beautiful Bill 
Medicaid was signed into law back in 1965 by 
President Lyndon B. Johnson. It began as a pro-
gram to help states fund access to health care 
insurance coverage for Americans in financial 
need. 

Throughout the decades, Medicaid has expand-
ed from practically an afterthought to a program 
that provides health care coverage to approxi-
mately 1-in-5 people across the country. 

The combined federal and state spending on 
Medicaid totals around $880 billion each year. It 
also represents nearly $1 in every $5 spent on 
health care in the U.S. 

However, after President Donald Trump signed 
the Big Beautiful Bill Act into law on July 4 2025, 
the Congressional Budget Office estimated in 
August the number of uninsured would increase 
by 10 million over a decade, the bulk from Medi-
caid. 

Medicaid’s growth had been partly due to more 
expansive eligibility that Congress enacted over 
time. But the basic financial framework of the 
program, which involves federal assistance 
funds being spent to support state-run Medicaid 
programs, is another reason.  

“Every state was able to sign on and to negotiate 
issues like coverage,” Keith A. Wailoo, a profes-
sor of history and public affairs, told The Wall 
Street Journal. “That flexibility also allowed 
states to, in some ways, tailor the system to their 
population.” 

And as states expanded eligibility over the years, 
the federal government would often follow their 
lead. In the beginning, Medicaid only provided 
coverage for the poor. But over time, that eligibil-
ity went on to include the disabled, pregnant 
women in poverty, children and single working 
adults with lower incomes, according to The 
Journal. 

“These were incremental changes to try to lever-
age the program to help fill in the gaps for indi-
viduals that had no other access to insurance 

coverage,” Robin Rudowitz, director of the Pro-
gram on Medicaid and the Uninsured at Kaiser 
Family Foundation, told The Journal. 

As of April 2025, more than 71 million people 
were enrolled in Medicaid. 

The Congressional Budget Office had previously 
estimated Medicaid provisions in the bill could 
cut federal support by about $800 billion over a 
decade. Such a steep cut could lead to states re-
evaluating their budgets and possibly cutting ser-
vices, including to health care programs. 

Some of the changes to the program under the 
Big Beautiful Bill Act include imposing stricter eli-
gibility requirements — including 80-hour month-
ly work requirements for many adults on Medi-
caid. 

States will be required to verify these individuals 
meet the criteria, which can pose administrative 
challenges. Some of those unable to find work or 
are retired may also be out of luck. 

“Imposing work requirements doesn’t actually 
lead to additional employment, but does create 
these barriers for people being able to maintain 
their coverage,” Rudowitz said. 

While it’s clear the Big Beautiful Bill will make a 
sweeping impact on the health insurance land-
scape in America, many changes will be on a 
state-by-state basis. How it will impact your bot-
tom line may vary. As states adapt to this new 
reality, dig into the details of how this legislation 
will impact your Medicaid program to find out if 
you or your loved ones are still eligible or if the 
coverage changes. 
By: Sarah Sharkey, Moneywise 

https://moneywise.com/news/feds-raid-minnesota-businesses-homes-in-bust-of-massive-medicaid-scheme
https://moneywise.com/news/economy/trump-executive-order-homeless
https://moneywise.com/taxes/taxes-will-change-under-trumps-big-beautiful-bill-and-its-a-huge-deal
https://www.wsj.com/video/series/news-explainers/medicaid-is-huge-heres-why-and-what-trumps-cutting/446D8F5C-AF38-4635-8E87-D0AB73ADDE78
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Election of the Democratic Women’s Club board members                
for 2026 will be held at our November meeting 

The Board of Directors of the Democratic Women’s Club recommends the following people be   
elected to serve at our November meeting. 

President – Lori Rogge 
First Vice President for Programming – Brian Heavrin 
Second Vice for Membership – Carol Plant 
Treasurer – Wini Meier-Oakes 
Recording Secretary- This position is open 
If you would like to nominate yourself or someone else for any of these positions, please 

contact Joanie LeBaron, joanielebaron0108@gmail.com. 

Elections will be held in November, and the new officers will take over at the end of the 

December meeting. 

National Coming Out Day is          
October 11, 2025 

On this October 11, National Coming Out Day 
will continue to raise awareness for individuals 
within the LGBTQ+ community, and champion 
the idea that homophobia thrives in silence. On 
this day, many people who identify as LGBTQ+ 
will “come out” (a term stemming from the phrase 
“come out of the closet”) to friends or 
family about their sexuality, which is a 
very big moment! Beyond this, the his-
tory of the LGBTQ+ movement is a 
beacon of light — its champions are 
honored, and it underlines the person-
al being political. It’s also a chance to 
celebrate the liberation spirit — many 
do this by waving flags associated 
with LGBTQ+ groups or donning pins.  

National Coming Out Day was inspired by a sin-
gle march. 500,000 people participated in the 
March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights on October 11, 1987, generating momen-
tum to last for four months after the march had 
ended. During this period, over a hundred 
LGBTQ+ identifying individuals gathered outside 
Washington, DC, and decided on creating a na-
tional day to celebrate coming out – this began 
on the first anniversary of their historic march. 

It was Rob Eichberg and Jean O’Leary who first 
proposed the idea of NCOD. Eichberg founded a 
person growth workshop, The Experience, and at 
the time, O’Leary was the head of National Gay 

Rights Advocates. Eichberg, who would later die 
in 1995 of complications from AIDS, had said the 
strongest tool in the human rights movement was 
to illustrate that most people already know and 
respect someone in the LGBTQ+ community, 
and NCOD helps these people come to light. 

Over the last 15 years, the Human Rights Cam-
paign has chosen a theme for every National 
Coming Out Day — 2014 and 2013 were both 

themed “Coming Out Still Matters,” 
and the earliest theme (1999) was 
“Come Out To Congress.” For 2025 
there is no specific theme; however, 
some are referring to it as “Rooted in 
Dignity.” There have also been differ-
ent spokespeople for each NCOD. 
Some notable names include “Frasier” 
actor Dan Butler and Candance Gin-
grich, half-sister of Newt Gingrich, in 

the 1990s. 

NCOD gains popularity and participants every 
year. Since its inception, countless public figures 
and celebrities have openly identified themselves 
as LGBTQ+, and yearly share messages of sup-
port and hope for those still in the closet. Notable 
celebrities who tweeted in support of NCOD in 
2019 include Olympic figure skater Adam Rippon 
and actress and advocate Sara Ramirez. The 
event plans to continue its efforts to eradicate 
hate and homophobia with friends and family 
coming out to dispel stereotypes. 
Source: National Today 
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Please remember our charities, 
Daily Bread 
tables, cereal and more. 
pers, formula, powder, and clothing to name just a few. 
ries for both men and women. 

Please bring a wrapped gift for Healthy Start. They need clothing from infant to 
18 months, diapers, baby wipes, burp cloths, baby blankets, and more. These 
are just a few of the items needed.

DeSantis launches gun and ammo 
tax holiday, pushes for open carry 

despite GOP resistance 

Gov. Ron DeSantis has rolled out Florida’s first-
ever Second Amendment sales tax holiday, ex-
empting firearms, ammunition, and outdoor 
gear from sales tax through the end of 2025. 

The move marks a new chapter in Florida’s gun 
policy, as the governor simultaneously pressed 
lawmakers to go further in weakening re-
strictions. 

“Today, I’m proud to announce 
the beginning of our Second 
Amendment sales tax holiday,” 
DeSantis said at a Plant City 
press conference. “That is a big 
deal for a lot of people.” 

The holiday — which runs from 
Sept. 8 through Dec. 31 — applies to pistols, ri-
fles, shotguns, bows, crossbows, holsters, optics, 
cleaning kits, tents, rods, reels, and other hunting 
and camping supplies. 

While celebrating the tax break, DeSantis also 
revived a push for open carry, a policy that has 
stalled in Tallahassee despite Republican super-
majorities. 

“We’ve got almost a three-to-one majority in the 
Florida House of Representatives. Thirty-eight 
states have open carry,” DeSantis said. “It’s not 
something that’s controversial. The sky isn’t fall-
ing on any of those. Why not pass that out of the 
Florida House of Representatives? … They 
should just follow through, and I think they should 
do what they promised the voters they would do.” 

Lt. Gov. Jay Collins echoed the message: “We 
should be an open carry state… we’ll continue to 
fight for those freedoms and those rights each 
and every day until we get them all back.” 

But top Republicans have signaled reluctance. 
Senate President Ben Albritton in March argued 
open carry could damage Florida’s image: 

“The way I view it, there is no real distinction be-
tween being able to carry concealed without a 
permit and being able to carry openly. If you le-
gally can carry in Florida, you can do it. You just 
have to have it in a concealed way. To me, that 
is essentially the same,” Albritton said. “Florida is 
a very diverse state… how that would be accept-
ed, how society would accept [open carry], would 
vary widely across the state. And then lastly, 

we’re a tourism state, and that 
matters.” 

Attorney Kirk Evans, president of 
U.S. Law Shield, believes the tax 
holiday is a national first. 

“I believe Florida is the first one 
to do a complete no-sales tax on 
guns and ammo,” he said. “It’s a 

great benefit for hunters, outdoorsmen, sports-
men, folks who like guns.” 

But Evans emphasized the exemption is tempo-
rary: “This is a specific statute that will only apply 
this year… it’s not something that’s just going to 
be easy to do every year. I think the appetite [to 
make it permanent] would be phenomenal, but 
obviously there was some back-and-forth negoti-
ation, and they said, let’s try it this year and see 
what happens.” 

He also cautioned new buyers that Florida’s cur-
rent permitless carry law doesn’t remove legal 
responsibilities. 

“All the new folks who might run out and this will 
be their first time might hear the term constitu-
tional carry and assume that means they can 
carry whenever, wherever, however they want, 
and there’s a lot more to it than that.” 
 By: Forrest Saunders, Fox WFLX 

RFK Jr. wants to “make America healthy again.” So he's doing that by 
dismantling federal health agencies and firing the people who inspect 
our food, track infectious diseases, and research life-saving treatments 
and vaccines. Do I have this right?  

—Robert Reich 

https://www.wptv.com/news/state/gov-desantis-announces-second-amendment-summer-gun-tax-holiday-as-part-of-budget-proposal
https://floridarevenue.com/HuntFishCamp/Pages/default.aspx
https://floridarevenue.com/HuntFishCamp/Pages/default.aspx
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/3-4-25-press-availability-with-senate-president-ben-albritton/
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Trump said he’d lower grocery  
prices on day 1: see where they      

stand now 

During President Donald Trump’s campaign be-
fore winning the 2024 presidential election, he 
promised on his first day of office to “immediately 
bring prices down, starting on Day One” for gro-
ceries — but that hasn’t happened so far.  

Average food prices in the 
United States have increased 
by 2.9% in the 12 months 
ending July 2025, according 
to U.S. inflation calculator. It’s 
a few ticks higher than the 
2.7% inflation rate across all 
categories. The Federal Re-
serve’s preferred core infla-
tion metric shows a 3.1% 
year-over-year increase, 
since it doesn’t include vola-
tile food and energy prices. Trump has done well 
with energy, as those prices have dropped by 
1.6% year-over-year. 

He’s shown an ability to follow up on promises 
and even has lower energy prices, but grocery 
prices still remain elevated. There are a few rea-
sons why that’s the case, and some of them are 
connected to Trump’s policies. 

Tariffs Are a Key Component 
After some false starts and negotiations with trad-
ing partners, tariffs are now in effect, and they 
have been contributing to higher food prices. 
Grocery stores like Walmart and Whole Foods 
have to hike their prices to keep up with the tar-
iffs. 

Although critics may question why Walmart, a 
global retailer that reported more than $7 billion 
in consolidated net income in Q2 FY26, has to 
raise prices, it makes sense. Despite Walmart’s 
vast retail presence and high profits, the compa-
ny only operates on a 2.5% to 4% net profit mar-
gin, depending on the quarter. If prices go up by 
10%, Walmart has to respond to the higher prices 
to preserve a positive profit margin. 

The Tax Foundation projects 
that nearly 75% of all U.S. 
food imports will be affected 
by Trump’s tariffs. If tariffs 
linger or get higher in the fu-
ture, it can lead to a short-
term price hike in food pric-
es. That short-term price hike 
would only decrease if some 
tariffs got negotiated away or 
the U.S. produced enough 
food to balance the supply-

and-demand dynamics.  

Beefy Price Hikes 
The grocery bill looks different for each person 
based on what they buy, but if you like to eat 
beef, grocery inflation will show up more for you. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
found that retail beef and veal prices increased 
for the seventh month in a row from June 2025 to 
July 2025. Beef and veal prices increased by 
2.5% month-over-month and are up by 11.3% 
year-over-year. The USDA anticipates beef and 
veal prices going up by 9.9% in 2025. Tight sup-
plies of beef and veal are playing a role in the el-
evated prices. 

By: Marc Guberti, Yahoo Finance 

Did you know you can access the 
minutes from the Manatee County 

Commissioner’s meetings? 
Here’s an easy way to keep up 
with what’s going on in Manatee 
County. No need to go to the 
County Commissioner’s meetings, 
unless you want to voice your 
opinion.  

CLICK HERE TO VIEW    
COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S 

MINUTES 

https://www.gobankingrates.com/money/economy/trump-explains-plans-bring-grocery-prices-down-experts-think-will-work/?hyperlink_type=manual&utm_term=incontent_link_1&utm_campaign=1314747&utm_source=yahoo.com&utm_content=1&utm_medium=rss
https://www.gobankingrates.com/money/economy/trump-explains-plans-bring-grocery-prices-down-experts-think-will-work/?hyperlink_type=manual&utm_term=incontent_link_1&utm_campaign=1314747&utm_source=yahoo.com&utm_content=1&utm_medium=rss
https://www.gobankingrates.com/saving-money/food/trump-cant-make-groceries-cheaper-ways-you-can/?hyperlink_type=manual&utm_term=incontent_link_2&utm_campaign=1314747&utm_source=yahoo.com&utm_content=4&utm_medium=rss
https://www.gobankingrates.com/saving-money/food/trump-cant-make-groceries-cheaper-ways-you-can/?hyperlink_type=manual&utm_term=incontent_link_2&utm_campaign=1314747&utm_source=yahoo.com&utm_content=4&utm_medium=rss
https://www.gobankingrates.com/saving-money/shopping/companies-as-much-as-tripling-prices-due-to-tariffs/?hyperlink_type=manual&utm_term=incontent_link_3&utm_campaign=1314747&utm_source=yahoo.com&utm_content=5&utm_medium=rss
https://www.gobankingrates.com/saving-money/shopping/companies-as-much-as-tripling-prices-due-to-tariffs/?hyperlink_type=manual&utm_term=incontent_link_3&utm_campaign=1314747&utm_source=yahoo.com&utm_content=5&utm_medium=rss
https://stock.walmart.com/_assets/_c971690d64e899ecea234342634eb485/walmart/db/938/9959/earnings_release/Earnings+Release+%28FY26+Q2%29.pdf
https://taxfoundation.org/blog/trump-tariffs-food-prices/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-price-outlook/summary-findings#:~:text=Between%20the%201970s%20and%20early,second%20half%20of%20the%20year.
https://finance.yahoo.com/author/
https://records.manateeclerk.com/BoardRecords/Browse/Minutes/Board-of-County-Commissioners/
https://records.manateeclerk.com/BoardRecords/Browse/Minutes/Board-of-County-Commissioners/
https://records.manateeclerk.com/BoardRecords/Browse/Minutes/Board-of-County-Commissioners/
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Florida abruptly loses another 
factory as layoffs spike 

The bad news keeps piling up in Florida. 

Fresh off a string of painful and embarrassing 
factory closures that have rocked the state, now 
another employer is downsizing. 

Mizkan America (which makes a variety of bot-
tled vinegars) just closed its bottling plant in Lake 
Alfred. 

So not only is production shifting elsewhere – 
which is embarrassing enough for a state that 
prides itself on being very employer-friendly – but 
it comes at the cost of 57 jobs too. 

More bad news for Florida – and unfortunately 
with the economy wobbling from trade war im-
pacts, there’s no reason to think things are about 

to get better. 

(In fact, given the facts that the Fed has started 
cutting rates, unemployment is increasing, and 
many close trade partners and allies have started 
boycotting American goods…things could be 
about to get a whole lot worse.) 

By: Staff Writer, The Coconut Mama 

Major conservative host says 
Trump activity                       

‘seems like corruption’ 
Ex-Fox News host Tucker Carlson, who 
was once in the conversation to be Donald 
Trump’s running mate, suggested this week the 
president is engaging in “corruption.”  

On his “Tucker Carlson Show,” the right-wing 
commentator was talking to conservative podcast 
host and former Navy 
Seal Shawn Ryan, 
who expressed res-
ervations with the 
Trump brand’s 
dealmaking in Mid-
east countries the 
president just visited 
on official business. 

“F*ck it, I’m gonna get blasted for this, but you 
know, I see all these negotiations going on in the 
Middle East and then, I don’t know when these 
buildings were approved or when these deals got 
done, but then I also see like, oh, there’s a brand 
new hotel going up in Dubai or Abu Dhabi, and 
another one going up in Doha.” 

“I’m like, did these, like, just get done also with 

the deals that just happened over there, or was 
this earlier?” he asked. “You would probably 
know.” 

“No, I don’t know,” Carlson responded. “I’ve not 
made one dollar in the Middle East. Not one.” 

Ryan said Carlson was a “lot more on the inside,” 
which Carlson dismissed by declaring, “I’m just a 
visitor and a traveler and a watcher.” 

“That stuff kind of worries me,” Ryan continued. 

“Well, it seems like 
corruption, yeah,” 
Carlson said. 

The Trump admin-
istration’s acceptance 
of a free $400 million 
Air Force One re-

placement from Qatar that will wind up in the 
Trump library has piled on to ethical concerns 
around Trump. His family has recently forged 
large-scale business deals in the countries he 
just visited on a Mideast swing. The ventures in-
clude a Trump complex in Dubai, a golf resort in 
Doha and a tower in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 
By: Ron Dicker, Huffpost 

https://thecoconutmama.com/canadian-boycott-slaps-us-alcohol-with-243-million-loss-and-worse-is-likely-coming/
https://thecoconutmama.com/canadian-boycott-slaps-us-alcohol-with-243-million-loss-and-worse-is-likely-coming/
https://www.huffpost.com/news/topic/tucker-carlson
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/tucker-carlson-donald-trump-running-mate-vice-president_n_6569c059e4b028b0f3cfd7a3
https://www.huffpost.com/news/topic/donald-trump
https://www.huffpost.com/news/topic/donald-trump
https://www.huffpost.com/topic/corruption
https://www.yahoo.com/news/want-come-shawn-ryans-podcast-010706431.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAGjIM6Q5B3DlQmCMDU7xWpNLU1YDywcmqPiLAtRoTOfvIepW5SwsL7jmB-ot1PC56BpMUulkuxE6LioQMcEwULojWSITWfVFdKBkWsxMo_
https://www.yahoo.com/news/want-come-shawn-ryans-podcast-010706431.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAGjIM6Q5B3DlQmCMDU7xWpNLU1YDywcmqPiLAtRoTOfvIepW5SwsL7jmB-ot1PC56BpMUulkuxE6LioQMcEwULojWSITWfVFdKBkWsxMo_
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/defense-department-accepts-boeing-747-from-qatar-for-trumps-use_n_682e2274e4b05544a320173c
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/defense-department-accepts-boeing-747-from-qatar-for-trumps-use_n_682e2274e4b05544a320173c
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/defense-department-accepts-boeing-747-from-qatar-for-trumps-use_n_682e2274e4b05544a320173c
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/defense-department-accepts-boeing-747-from-qatar-for-trumps-use_n_682e2274e4b05544a320173c
https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/13/politics/trump-middle-east-business-invs
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-franchise-expanding-middle-east-are-ethical-concerns-rcna206777
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-franchise-expanding-middle-east-are-ethical-concerns-rcna206777
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October 11 is National Coming Out Day, when many closeted gay people decide to let their families 
and the world know that they are gay. While many who make that monumental decision are greeted 
with unconditional love and understanding from their family and friends, that is not always the case. 
For many, they are disowned by their families and rejected by their friends. Among young LGBTQ 
people in the U.S. (ages ~18-25), about 30% report that they have attempted suicide in their life-
times. Now the Trump Administration has disbanded the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline’s LGBTQ 
Youth Specialized Services program. The first video is that of a young man who was shunned by his 
family and actually contemplated suicide titled “It Doesn’t Get Better...Immediately.” “Thank You For 
Disowning Me” is another coming-out story by Levi Greene, who expresses this thoughts five years 
after his family cut all ties with him after coming out. 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH 
IT DOESN’T GET BETTER 

IMMEDIATELY 

The importance of staying aware of local water and environmental issues cannot be 
overstated. It is unfortunate that some residents don’t understand the different local 
governing bodies. For instance, when we hear of a spill of raw sewage in Manatee 
River, many immediately get upset with Manatee County. The most recent sewage 
spill of 1.7 million gallons in September 2025 was through the city of Bradenton, as an 
overflow at the wastewater plant. There are ongoing upgrades on the city’s aging wa-
ter systems, initiated due to a lawsuit settlement with environmental group Suncoast 

Waterkeeper. Much of these upgrades took two years just to get permits approved before construc-
tion could begin. Please follow and support The Bradenton Times, the online publication, as their 
reporting is accurate and well researched. The Executive Director of Suncoast Waterkeeper is Dr. 
Abbey Tyrna, who will be the speaker at Manatee Democratic Environmental Caucus meeting on 
Thursday, Oct. 9th, 6 to 7 PM at Manatee County Democratic Party headquarters at 435 Cortez Rd. 
W. All are welcome.   
 
Ruth Lawler, Environmental Chair 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH 
THANK YOU FOR       
DISOWNING ME 

We need you to step up! The new year is fast ap-
proaching and we still need a Recording Secre-
tary for our club. It’s a very easy job; you would 

basically take notes at our board and general 
meetings to create a perminate record for our 

files. If interested please let Joanie LeBaron at                                   
joielebaron0108@gmail.com  

Consider paying your 2026 membership dues of $35 now. You 
can pay at any of our meetings or you can mail your check 

payable to Democratic Women’s Club to our Treasurer. 

Wini Meier-Oakes 
3607 AVENIDA MADERA UNIT A 

Bradenton, FL  34210 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQKDZRvbi6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQKDZRvbi6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQKDZRvbi6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=royI0xhBFUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=royI0xhBFUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=royI0xhBFUQ
mailto:joanielebaron0108@gmail.com
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2024 - 2025 

ELECTED OFFICERS 
President       
Joanie LeBaron              joanielebaron0108@gmail.com 
 
1st VP (Programs)    
Brian Heavrin    blh3011@gmail.com 
 
2nd VP (Membership)      
Carol Plant             carolplant@optonline.net  
 
Recording Secretary     
Lori Rogge      lrogge52@icloud.com 
 
Treasurer         
Wini Meier Oakes     winimo3@gmail.com 
  
Regional Representative      
Pat Benson     pattybeenutty@gmail.com 

OTHER OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
Fund-Raising   Pat Benson    
      pattybeenutty@gmail.com 
                                                                                          
Hospitality/    Marilyn Baiz 
Calling     durf1211@gmail.com 
 
Candidate    Vicki Waters  
 Search    vwaters@earthlink.net 
 
Parliamentarian   Joanie LeBaron 
       joanielebaron0108@gamil.com 
 
Web Master    Jeanne Yeagle  
       yeagluce@verizon.net  
 
Newsletter and  Brian Heavrin   
Directory    blh3011@gmail.com   
 
Environmental          Ruth Lawler 
      ruthlawler@att.net 
 
Legislative Liaison  Joanie LeBaron 
       joanielebaron0108@gmail.com 
 
Corresponding         Open 
Secretary     
 
Bylaws Chair   Anne Marie Keane 
      Keaneanne20@gmail.com 

Website Links 

DWC of Manatee County Website 
Manatee County Democratic Website  

Democratic Women’s Club of Florida 

https://www.dwcmanatee.com/
https://manateecountydemocrats.com/
https://www.dwcf.org/
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club 
6403 Heritage Lane 
Bradenton, FL  34209 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

  

 CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 
PRESIDENT       

Donald Trump          (switchboard)  (202) 456-1111                                       
www.whitehouse.gov                                                    
     
U.S. SENATORS 
Rick Scott (R)               
help@rickscott.senate.gov        (202) 224-5274  
 
Ashley Moody (R)        (202)224-3041 
www.moody.senate.gov  
 
U.S. REPRESENTATIVES  
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)       (202) 225-5015 
www.Buchanan.house.gov        (941) 747-9081 
         
GOVERNOR 
Ron DeSantis (R)          (850) 717-9337         
www.flgov.com/email-the-governor 

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS 

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)       (850) 487-5026 

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov 

 

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES 

Michael Owen (R-Distr.70)         850 717-5070 

MichaelOwen@myfloridahouse.gov 

 

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)            (941) 744- 
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov     (941) 744-5097 

 

William “Bill” Conerly (R-Distr.72)                          (941) 327-0150 
 BillConerly@myfloridahouse.gov 

  

 

Elected Officials 

The Manatee County Democratic weekday of-
fice hours are Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 
10 - 2. To check status, times, dates of events 
and club meetings, please visit our Manatee 
County Democratic website at 
www.ManateeDemocrats.com. 

 

mailto:help@rickscott.senate.gov
https://www.moody.senate.gov/
https://manateecountydemocrats.com

