Archdiocese of Galveston — Houston

Our Lady of Perpetual Help

310 North McKinney St. Sweeny, TX 77480

St. John the Apostle

807 Loggins Dr. West Columbia, TX 77486

AN UNCOMMON VILLAGE

How a small village in northern Italy became a village of vocations

Excerpted from the Congregatio pro Clericis website

The little village of Lu, northern Italy, with only a few
thousand inhabitants, is in a rural area 90 kilometers
east of Turin. It would still be unknown to this day if, in
the year 188], the family mothers of Lu had not made
a decision that had “serious consequences.” The
deepest desire of many of these mothers was for one
of their sones to become a priest or for a daughter to
place her life completely in God's service. Under the
direction of their parish priest, Msgr. Alessandro
Canoraq, they gathered every Tuesday for adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament, asking the Lord for vocations.
They received Holy Communion on the first Sunday of
every month with the same intention. After Mass, all
the mothers prayed a particular prayer together
imploring for vocations to the priesthood. Through the
trusting prayer of these mothers and the openness of
the other parents, an atmosphere of deep joy and
Christian piety developed in the families, making it
much easier for the children to recognize their
vocations.

Did the Lord not say, “Many are called, but few are
chosen” (Mt 22:14)? In other words, many are called,
but only a few respond to that call. No one expected
that God would hear the prayers of these mothers in
such an astounding way. From the tiny village of Lu

Fr. Philip Rinaldi in this village where he was born.
Philip always fondly recalled the faith of the families of
Lu: “A faith that made our fathers and mothers say,
“The Lord gave us our children, and so if He calls
them, we can’t say no.”

Fr. Luigi Borghina and Fr. Pietro Rota lived the
spirituality of Don Bosco so faithfully that the former
was called the “Brazilian Don Bosco” and the latter the
“Don Bosco of Valtellina.” Pope John XXIll once said
the following about another vocation from Lu, His
Excellency, Evasion Colli, Archbishop of Parma: “He
should have become pope, not me. He has everything
it takes to become a great pope.”

Every ten years, the priests and sisters born in Lu
come together from all over the world. Fr. Mario Medaq,
the long serving parish priest of Lu, explained that this
reunion is a true celebration, a feast of thanksgiving
to God who has done such great things for Lu.

The prayer that the mothers of Lu prayed for priestly
vocations was short, simple, and deep:

“O God, grant that one of my sons may become a
priest! I myself want to live as a good Christian and
want to guide my children always to do what is right,
so that I may receive the grace, O God, to be allowed
to giove you a holy priest! Amen.”

came 323 vocations!: 152 priests (d‘iOCGSGn From September 1-4, 1946, about half of the 323 priests and religious from
and religious), and 171 nuns belonging to 41 Lu met in their village for a reunion which attracted worldwide attention.

different congregations. As many as three
or four vocations came from some of
these families. The most famous example §
is the Rinaldi family from whom God called
seven children. Two daughters became
Salesian Sisters, both of whom were sent
to Santo Domingo as courageous, pioneer
missionaries. Five sons became priests, all
joining the Salesians. The most well known
of the Rinaldi brothers is Blessed Philip
Rinaldi, who became the third successor
of St. John Bosco as Superior General of
the Salesians. Pope John Paul Il beatified
him on April 29,1990. In fact, many of the
vocations from this small town were for
the Salesians. It is certainly not a
coincidence, since St. John Bosco visited
Lu four times during his life. The saint ; ;
attended the first Mass of his spiritual son, SFt
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PASTORAL STAFF

Pastor

Father Preston Quintela
pastorolphsja@gmail.com
Business Manager

Trish Speers
olphsjaoffice@gmail.com

Receptionist

Jolie Orsak
reception.olphsjo@gmail.com
Director of Sacred Music/
Assistant Liturgy Coordinator
Mary Hanning
music.liturgyolphsjo@gmail.com
Parish Caretaker/

Quinceanera Coordinator

Adela Gutierrez

VOLUNTEERS

Youth Ministry Coordinators
Bianca Heinroth — OLPH

Ellaina Madera — SJA
youtholphsjo@gmail.com

Director of Sacramental Prep
Rebecca Giles | 832-212-4988
Annulment Cordinators

Paul & Amye Kibodeaux
979-864-6856 (Amye)

Assistant Coordinators:

Petra Armendariz, Jessica Balderas,
and Michael & Bianca Heinroth

Our Lady of Guadalupe Coordinator
Rosa Patino | 979-417-5913

JOINT PASTORAL COUNCIL

Ellaina Madera (President), Tim Whitt
Vice President), Lee Ann Phillips
Secretary), Petra Armendariz, Jessica

Bladeras, Alvin Bannert, Danny

Buentello, Michael Heinroth, Lisa Klesel,

and Bubba Stowers

FINANCE COUNCIL

OLPH Members

Glenn Krauskopf (President), Kelly
Bertsch, Paul Kibodeaux, Ed Knight,
and Penny Mican

SJA Members

Steve Giles (President), Brian Devine,
Oscar Greak, Larry Phillips, and Ron
Smith

MAINTENANCE GROUP

Steve Bennett, Dennis Mican, Felix
Nunez, Larry Phillips, Tom Ronayne,
and Ron Smith

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Bulletin Announcements must be print
ready and emailed to Jolie Orsak by
12:00 pm on Monday (6 days) before
intended Sunday of publication

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

OCTOBER 4, 2026 | 27™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH INFORMATION

Welcome Visitors and Newcomers!

Our Lady of Perpetual Help and St. John the Apostle are
Catholic Churches rooted in Truth, Beauty and Goodness to
help spread the good news of Jesus Christ in Brazoria County.

Call or come by the Parish Office to register in our parishes!

MASS SCHEDULE

Our Lady of Perpetual Help (OLPH)
310 North McKinney Street,
Sweeny, TX 77480

SUNDAY

8:30 am English | 12:30 pm Spanish
WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

8:30 am

Adoration & Benediction:
WEDNESDAY from 9:00 - 10:00 am

St. John the Apostle (SJA)
807 Loggins Drive,
West Columbia, TX 77486

SATURDAY: 5:00 pm
SUNDAY:10:30 am

TUESDAY: 5:00 pm

THURSDAY: 8:30 am

Adoration & Benediction:
THURSDAY from 9:00 - 10:00 am

PARISH OFFICE

Address

310 North McKinney Street,
Sweeny, TX 77480

(Middle building behind church)

Phone Number & Fax
979-548-2020 ext. 4
979-548-4253

St. Vincent de Paul
979-548-2020 ext. 3

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am to 4:30 pm
Friday

9:00 am to 12:30 pm

Email
reception.olphsjo@gmail.com

Website
www.olphsja.org

SACRAMENTS

Baptism

Preparation classes are required
for both parents and godparents.
These classes are offered
quarterly in our parishes. Please
plan appropriately as to when
you will need to attend a class!
Our Next Class: December 5 from
9:00 am to 12:00 pm - SJA hall

OCIA Program

Looking to become Catholic or
need to receive a missing
sacrament? Please contact
Rebecca Giles at 832-212-4988.

Have questions about any
of the Sacraments? Contact
Rebecca Giles at 832-212-4988.

Confession

Held 15 minutes before or after
daily Mass, from 4:15 to 4:50 pm on
Saturday, and by appointment.

Confirmation

Youth Confirmation is part of our
Faith Formation program and Adult
Confirmation is part of our OCIA
program.

Marriage

Please contact a priest a minimum
of 6 months prior to your intended
date.

Anointing of the Sick

This sacrament is conferred upon
request, preferably before surgery
or hospitalization.

CONNECT WITH US

G @Our Lady of Perpetual
Help & St. John the Apostle
@ olph.sja.youth
BIBLICAL THEME

(July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027):

“Behold, I am the handmaid of

the Lord. May it be done to me

accordmg to your word.”
- Luke 1:38
2

ﬁ flocknote

To join our Flocknote Network,
text OLPHSJA to 84576 or visit
olphsja.flocknote.com. We use
Flocknote to send out reminders,
urgent messages, and weekly
emails of things happening in our
parishes. Sign up today to stay in
the loop of information!
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DISCIPLE
MAKER INDEX

Our Lady of Perpetual Help & St. John the Apostle are
on a journey to know, love, and serve Christ in our
parish communities. Together we must embrace
Christ’s vision for missionary discipleship so our
parishes can thrive and be a place for others to grow
together in faith. As pastor, Father Preston’s primary
responsibility is to help you grow as disciples of Jesus
and to equip you to go and make disciples of others.

DISCIPLE MAKER INDEX

Upon the request of Archbishop Vasquez, we along
with all of the parishes in the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston, are participating in a parish
survey conducted by Catholic Leadership Institute.

The very first step in this process involves assessing
our greatest strengths and opportunities, and that is
where the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) comes in! The
DMI is an important survey tool that invites you

to reflect on your discipleship journey here at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help and St. John the Apostle. The
Disciple Maker Index is designed to:

¢ Invite parishioners to reflect on their journey of
discipleship.

e Enable parish leadership to make data-driven
decisions.

e Help parishioners grow in their faith.

The 10-15 minute survey can be accessed through an
online link from SEPTEMBER 29™-OCTOBER 25™ and
will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and
enable you to provide your perspective on our
parish’s efforts to help you grow in relationship with
Christ. All responses will be confidential, and our
parishes will only receive information about the
community as a whole. This survey is CHURCH
SPECIFIC, so please complete the survey for the
church that you are registered at! The link can be
accessed through our website and via Flocknote.
Paper surveys will also be available at the back of
each church or in the Parish Office, for those who do
not have the ability to complete the survey online.

Together, we must embrace Christ’s vision for
missionary discipleship so our parishes can thrive and
be a place for others to grow together in faith.

For questions or assistance, please contact the Parish
Office or Rebecca at 832-212-4988.

Thank you for helping with this important project and
please continue to pray for this intention and for the
growth and protection of our parishes!

MASS INTENTIONS

( October 3™ - 11" | T Deceased )

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3

9:00am OLPH Anne Morton
5:00 pm SJA T Kirk Hedrick
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4

8:30am OLPH Special Intention
10:30 am SJA Parish Family

12230 pm OLPH { Jose | Salazar

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5
No daily Mass

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6
5:00 pm SJA 1 David Dybala

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7
830 am OLPH { Betty Klasel
Adoration following Mass

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
8:30am SJA T FJ Highsmith Sr.
Adoration following Mass

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
8:30am OLPH { Leon Bertsch

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10
5:00 pm SJA T Alfred Giles

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

8:30 am OLPH Leon Bertsch
10:30 am SJA Kirk Hedrick
12:30 pm OLPH Parish Family

In Honor/Remembrqnce

Mass intentions are $5.00 each and can be
purchased in honor or in memory of a loved one.
Please call or come by the Parish Office if interested!

PRAYER LIST

Debra McCormac, Nick Gutierrez, Vic Collins, Mary Pavlovsky, Helen
Peter, Heather Dupont, Sheila Newton, Felix Garza, Mary Amason,
Phillip James Sanchez Il Vilra Salinas, Nora Mendoza, Omar
Ramirez, Gabe Bragg, Andrew de La Penq, Kriztopher Alvarez, Betty
Bromonsky, Mike Young, Emma Smith, Jace Charlebois, Darin
Adams, Theresa Copperthite, Alex Martinez, Philip Sanchez, Maria
Ortiz, Jessica Guerrero, Reyes Baltazar, Lorine Golden, Mary Ann
Devine, Charles Jenkins, Tammy Sanderson, Laura Ramirez, Lucy
Pendon, Stephanie Alejo, Gerald Schmidt, Paula Garza, Jennifer
Donald, Bobby Tosch, Irene Costilla, Maria Lowrey, Jan Tilley, Sandra
Brabrandt, Ed Waligura, Jorge Luis Gutierrez, Brittaney Fields, Lori
Comley, Ricky Bromonsky, Christine Goodrum, Lillian Rae Saldivar,
Gary Evans, Christy Hanson, Bessie Highsmith, Estella Martinez, Lori
Duran, Wayne Vinson, Dru Vinson, Willie Butler, Maria Garcia, Naomi
Smith, SC Hutze, Dale Hudson, Eric Hatz, Viviana Salazar, Luis
Covarrubias, Chrisitan Robles, Michael Rivera, Frances Gonzalez,
Fatima Perez, Juan Martinez, Beth McQueen, Wayne Schmidt, Lucy
Casarez, Dorothy Havel, Eriverto Garcia, Marissa Miska, Myra
Houston, Yolanda Guerrero, John Garzaq, Sr., Erica Janette Reyna,

Itzel Rodrigu

May God bless
you always,
St. John
Altar Guild

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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WEEKLY
OFFERTORY

The Second Collection this weekend is for
FAITH FORMATION

FROM THE WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 26™ & 27™

OLPH SJA
Regular Collection $1,820.00 $1,736.00
Second Collection
General Maintenance $225.00 $471.00
Online Giving $462.00 $1,895.85
Weekly Amount
Needed $4,100.00 $4,100.00
Last Year
September 28, 2025 $3,976.00* $4,590.00*
Difference ($1,694.00) ($958.15)

Compared to last year 42.61% Decrease 20.87% Decrease

*sum of the Regular Collection and an ESTIMATE for Online Giving

WAYS YOU CAN GIVE

Collection Envelopes

<) Contact Trish in the Parish Office if you'd like to
begin receiving these envelopes.

Online Giving

Set up a one time or recurring donation.
Please consider covering the administration fee!
Text “Give” to the phone number or scan the QR code

below for the church that you would like to give to!
Each phone number and QR code is church specific!

070
a3

Our Lady of
Perpetual Help

% 979-356-3309 or
£ < Scan QR code

St. John the mz#mrm
Apostle Fe7Eal
979-364-4259 or % iy
Scan QR code — EFER

PRAYER LEADERS

ROSARY - GLORIOUS

October 3 - 5:00 pm: Kathy Humbird
October 4 - 8:30 am: Laurie K. | 10:30 am: Trisha W.

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET

October 10 - 5:00 pm: Susan Hatch
October 11 - 8:30 am: Janie B. | 10:30 am: The Stowers

ATTENDANCE

FROM THE WEEKEND OF SEPT 26™ & 27™

Saturday - 5:00 pm Mass 95 people
Sunday - 8:30 am Mass 87 people
Sunday - 10:30 am Mass 118 people
Sunday - 12:30 pm Mass 160 people

Total Attendance 460 people
Total Registered Families 311

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SCRIPTURE
READINGS

FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 4™

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary
Time

sunday | S'51-7/ ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20/
Phil 4:6-9/ Mt 21:33-43
Monday 2550131:76—]2/ Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9, 10c/ Lk 10:
Gal 1:13-24/ Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15/
Tuesday |,70:38-42
Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary
Wednesday & 91-9 7-14/ ps 117:1bc, 2/ Lk 11:1-4
Thursday gg|33:1—5/ Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/ Lk 11:
Friday ggl 3:7-14/ Ps M:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/ Lk 11:15-
saturday %0|_I23é22—29/ Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/ Lk 1I:
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary
Sunday Time

Is 25:6-10a/ Ps 23:1-3q, 3b-4, 5, 6/ Phil 4:
12-14,19-20/ Mt 22:1-14 or Mt 22:1-10

WE NEED BULLETIN
ADVERTISERS!

Please consider advertising your
business in our bulletin in order for
us to continue printing this valuable

means of communicatioin!
Thank you!

It's time to renew our existing
Bulletin advertisers and
sign-up new ones.

Please e-mail
Alex Dominguez at
adominguez@diocesan.com
or call 512.913.1920

ey for more information.

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS

Pvt. Aidan Jesse Garciq, Jennifer Lopez, Staff Sgt. Ricky
Llanes, Pvt. Aiden Silva, Dylan Garcia, Senior Airman
Cody Lozano, SA Reese Whittington, Pvt. Evelyn
Wallace, Spec. Nicholas Kane, HM 2 Catherine Boykin,
Major Stephen Koether, GY Sgt. Phillip James Sanchez
1, Javier Villisana, Major Mike Knight, Major Ciara
Knight, Chris Roche, Jared Nelson, Staff Sgt. Robert
Reynolds, Cpt. Jake Knight, Warrant Officer Dylan Diaz,
Sgt. Gabriel Quinones, Pvt. Edgar Servantes, Staff Sgt.
Jazmin Cisneros, D.J. Cisneros, and Gage Alderman

God bless the members of our armed forces!
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HAPPENING
THIS WEEK

at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
& St. John the Apostle

Sunday, October 4
9:00 am  Confirmation 2 Class - SJA hall

Monday, October 5
7:30 am  Legion of Mary (English) - OLPH hall
6:00 pm  Altar Guild Meeting - SJA hall

Tuesday, October 6
5:00 pm  Legion of Mary (Spanish) - OLPH hall
6:00 pm  Jeremiah Training - SJA hall

Wednesday, October 7
6:00 am  Parish Brothers in Christ (TMiY) - OLPH hall
Faith Formation Classes

Thursday, October 8
11:00 am  SOAR Group Meeting - OLPH hall
6:00 pm  OCIA Class - OLPH hall

Saturday, October 10
10:30 am  Mother-Daughter Marian Brunch - SJA hall
6:00 pm  Classroom Anniversary Dinner - SJA hall

)

Sunday, October 11
9:00 am  First Reconciliation Class - SJA hall

ANNIVERSARIES

OCTOBER 37" - 9™

9™ | Rodrigo & Araceli Ramirez

ANNOUNCEMENTS

JEREMIAH TRAINING

This training is for all 9th through 12th graders. If your
child is planning to volunteer at our upcoming Bazaar,
they MUST have completed this training! The next
training is Tuesday from 6:00 to 7:30 pm in the SJA
hall. If your child has already attended a Jeremiah
Training, then they do not need to attend this one.
Parents do not need to attend the training with your
child, but you will need to fill out and sign the required
paperwork from the Archdiocese when you bring your
child the day of. Please contact Rebecca at 832-212-
4988 if you have questions!

MOTHER-DAUGHTER MARIAN BRUNCH

All mothers and daughters from both parishes are
invited to join us for brunch and games honoring our
Blessed Mother Mary next Saturday! You'll also learn

how to make tortillas! There will be food, fellowship,
faith, and fun. Please RSVP to Ellaina at 210-749-3134.

CLASSROOM ANNIVERSARY DINNER

All donors who made a financial contribution to the
classrooms project at SJA are invited to attend a
dinner following 5:00 pm Mass next Saturday, to

celebrate the one year anniversary!

22 Years

BAZAAR UPDATES

ANNUAL CATHOLIC BAZAAR
© COLUMBIA HERITAGE HALL
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 SERVING BEGINS ® 10:30 AM
AUCTION ITEM DONATION FORM

Please fill out the form below for every donated item
to ensure it is included on the bidder’s list.

Once you've completed the form, you can:
e Bring your item to the Parish Office: Attach the
completed form to your item.
e Bring your item at a later date: Place the
completed form in the regular collection or email it
to reception.olphsjo@gmail.com.

DONATION DEADLINE:
Please bring all auction items to the Parish Office by
2:00 pm on Thursday, October 22.

Donating a baked good to the auction?
Please still fill out the form, especially if bringing it the
day of the Bazaar!

Need your item picked up? Contact Tim: 713-449-1618
or Oscar: 979-236-8077 to arrange a date and time.

We greatly appreciate your generosity!

AUCTION ITEM DONATION FORM

Item Name:

Description of ltem:

This will show on the Bidder's List or Silent Auction Bidding Sheet

[] Live Auction Item [] Silent Auction Item
1 Starting Bid: $
1

1] Will drop item off at the Parish Office

ED Item needs to be picked up

1
1
]
1
1
1
]
1
1
]
1
1
:
Donat By: 1
onated By ]
1
1
1
1
1
1
]
1
1
]
1
:

After completing, please cut out along dashed line

VOLUNTEER MEETING

Those wanting to volunteer and help out are invited
to attend the final meeting next Monday, October 12
@ 6:00 pm in the SJA hall! It is potluck style, so please
bring a covered dish (meat, side, vegetable, or
dessert) to share. Drinks will be provided!

BAZAAR WORKDAY

All are invited to come help set up and decorate on
Saturday, October 24 from 9:00 am until 12:00 pm at
Heritage Hall in West Columbial

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING

If you are planning to volunteer in ANY way, you MUST
be Safe Environment trained! If your training is near
expiration, you will receive a letter from our Parish
Office! Renewal instructions and instructions for new
users can be found on our website under Resources.
Questions? Contact Trish at 979-548-2020 ext 6.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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cornerstonerlts.com

525 E. Brazos Ave. Suite B
West Columbic, TX 77486

HOH & Boutique

“*" Victoria Speers Panshloner
108 South 17th St,, W. Columbia

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Alex Dominguez ~ 512-913-1920
adominguez@diocesan.com

979.799.6274
ADVERTISE 2% RAMIREZ | 1 Loving Memory of

We want to help you reach
your fundraising goals!

Schedule your next fundraiser
with us at
www.ramireztamales.com
or call (979) 900-3036

Mary Barber, Rosalie Malota,
Don Barber & Ray Barber

from the Barber Family

"%, QUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE
3 % CATHOLIC SCHOOL
‘ PK3 - 8™ GRADE

G 5
= An M I s s I n N s

Now accepting applications for the
2026 - 2027 School Year!

® +979-487-2423
: () 1600 Hwy 2004, Richwood TX 77566

w.olgpschool.org

Email: Iweigle@olgpschool.org for more information
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