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Once upon a time, on the water's edge of the river was a beautiful meadow
of wildflowers where the Mc

Musky's lived. They lived in an ole hollow tree that fell, on Chief Myakka
reservation, during a really bad

storm.

The Mc Musky's are a family of Skunks and they are so cute and fluffy.
They waddle a little when they walk

and waddle a lot when they are running and they become real stinky
anytime they are startled or are afraid.



There are eight little Mc Musky's in the Mc Musky's family. There is Ms,
Petunia Mc Musky and her seven little

kiddies. There are Four little boy kiddies and three little girl kiddies and
their names are Juniper, Jasper, Woody,

and Clover, Magnolia, Lilly and Rosemary.

The Mc Musky's love living close to the river. They wake up in the morning
and walk outside and smell the

beautiful meadow of wildflowers and then they head to the river's edge and
look for something special every

day.

This morning Ms Petunia Mc Musky woke up and went straight away and
said, "Good Morning Juniper",

"Good morning Jaspet", "Good Morning Woody and Clover". "Good
Morning Magnolia", "Good Morning

Lily and Rosemary". "It is a beautiful morning and we have something
special to do today."

"The birds have been singing since eatly and

we must get there right away. The berries will

be ripe today and

we must hurry and be on our way. Today the

berries are ripe and ready to eat. There will

be berries for

everyone," says Ms Petunia Mc. Musky.

So Juniper, Jasper, Woody and Clover tell

there mother good morning while yawning

and stretching.

"Good Morning Mothet" jsays sleepy Magnolia. "Good morning", says Lily
and Rosemary. Are we late, says

Rosemary? "No." says Ms Petunia Mc Musky, "We should be right on
time."

So all the Mc Musky's get themselves ready to do something special today.
They are going to have breakfast in

the Berry Patch and then they are going to the watet's edge and look for a
special seashell as a family today.



So off they all go to the Berry Patch for breakfast, waddling along when
Clover starts yelling,"Hey look

everyone Magnolia has a hitchhiker". "What is a hitchhiker Mother?" | says
Magnolia. " It means you are

wearing a ladybug," says Jasper. "It is on your shoulder", says Juniper.
"Somebody get her off she might bite

me, " says Magnolia. "It won't,"says Jasper. "How do you know?", Says
Magnolia. "Ladybugs don't bite, they

pinch you with their legs", says Jasper, "but only if they are trapped." Jasper
says, " Magnolia you don't know

if it is a she because boys are ladybugs too. Juniper speaks up and says,
"Ladybugs smell with their feet and

antennae, She is probably just smelling you Magnolia". "Mother, help me,"
says Magnolia. "Oh Magnolia" says

Ms Petunia Mc Musky, "Ladybugs are actually Beatles and are harmless. It
will fly away." And at that moment

the Ladybug did just that and flew away. Just as the Mc Musky's arrived for
breakfast at the berry patch.

There were berries
everywhere and Ms
Petunia Mc Musky said,
"Thank you Lord for this
food, In Jesus name
Amen". And all the Mc
Musky's began eating all
the delicious berries they
wanted.

Clover said, "they are the
best berries I've ever had

Mec Musky's in the Berry Patch

"and Woody agreed they were the best.
Ms Petunia Mc Musky began to explain to her kiddies that they were very
close to the river's edge and the



seashells they would be looking for were very unique. They are very
beautiful and cone shaped and when you

hold them up to your ear you can hear the ocean. " Mother, I want to hear
the ocean", Lily said. Then just at

that moment a fox appeared and startled all of the Mc Musky's. Juniper
was aimed right at the ole Fox and

everybody got musky. The ole fox stopped walking and started rubbing his
face in the grass and the ole Fox

began to cry and started flipping and flopping and rolling all over the
ground and Ms Petunia Mc Musky told

her kiddies to hurry and get away from the ole Fox and get on with their
special day.

So all the Mc Musky's continued their journey towards the river and Woody
was bragging the whole way there.

He said he sprayed that ole Fox right in the eye. Jasper spoke up and said,
he was the one that got that ole fox

tlipping and flopping all over the ground. Juniper said he was the one that
made him cry and then Ms Petunia

Mc Musky began to explain to her kiddies not to get too close to the waters
edge alone. As they were arriving

at the river you could see the seashells from afar. They were everywhere.
Jasper said, " It looks like hundreds",

and Juniper spoke up and said, " It looks like thousands to me." And as the
Mc Musky's got a little closer,

Clover asked his mother if the seashells could walk? "Well not exactly",
says Ms Petunia Mc Musky. Just as

Clover said, " Well, I see one walking around". Ms

Petunia Mc Musky laughs and says, " It does

appear the

seashells are walking, but it 1s because a little crab

crawls inside and makes it his home." As the little

crab

grows bigger, he finds a larger seashell to move



into. So, we can only collect the seashells that no one lives in.
So all the little kiddies begin to look for empty seashells one by one.
Woody yells, " I think I found an empty one !", "Never mind, he says, it has
eyes and legs when you look real
close". And the seashell hunt went on and on and on, and so far there were
no empty seashells.
"When are we going to find an empty oner" Says Rosemary, "I'm getting
tired." "Are we ever going to find a
Seashell that doesn't have a little crab living in it?", Says Lily. Well, says Ms
Petunia Mc Musky, "Everyone
needs a home." These seashells are the homes for these little crabs. Right
now there is NO VACANCY. So, 1
think it is time for us to go home now. We will come back another day and
look for empty seashells again.
"Let's be on our way.", says Ms Petunia Mc Musky." We will stop by the
sunflower field and have some
Sunflower seeds and fresh sunflower sprouts for dinner. It is very lovely
there, with the largest yellow flowers I

have ever seen and it smells

delightful too."

"When I walk around on the
sunflower petals, my feet feel
so special,”" Ms Petunia Mc
Musky said. "Mine feel
special too Mothet", says
Rosemary.

Juniper speaks up and says, "
I like the sound of the seeds
when you crunch the husk."
"I like the seeds inside

the husk," says Woody. "My
favorite is the crispy sprouts,"says Magnolia. "Me too," says Lily.

Jasper says, "I like the way the sunflowers all face the sun." "And when
there is no sun they face each other"

Mec Musky's in Sunflower Field



says Rosemary.

"Let's go!" says Clover, "You guys are making me hungry. " "Yes," says Ms
Petunia Mc Musky," Let's go to the

Sunflower field and have some dinner, by then it will be time for my little
kiddies to get ready for bed."

"Are we going to have a bedtime
story?" Asked Lily "Of course ", says Ms
Petunia Mc Musky.
So, when the Mc Musky's arrive at their home,
they all get ready for bed and one by one they
all jump into
their beds. When Juniper says,"Can I be first Mother?" "Yes Juniper you
can be first." Ms Petunia Mc Musky
says.
Then Juniper says:
Little Juniper from afar, wishes a wish upon a star. I wish he says, I wish to
be, I wish to be as strong as a
Juniper tree, that's what little Juniper wishes to be.
Then one by one they all make a wish.

Then Jasper says:

"Little Jasper from afar, wishes a wish upon a star. I wish he says, I wish to
see, I wish to see a piece of Jasper

just for me. That's what little Jasper wishes to see."

Then Woody says:

"Little Woody from afar, wishes a wish upon a star. I wish, says Woody, I
wish to see, I wish to see the largest

sandalwood tree just for me. That's what little Woody wishes to see."
Then Clover says:



"Little Clover from afar, wishes a wish upon a star.

I wish, says Clover, I wish to see, I wish to see a field of four leaf clovers
just for me, that's what little Clover

wishes to see."

Then Magnolia says:

"Little Magnolia from afar, wishes a wish upon a star. I wish, says
Magnolia, I wish to see, I wish to see a

Magnolia flower in a Magnolia Tree. That is what little Magnolia wishes to
see."

Then Lily says:

"Little Lily from afar, wishes a wish upon a star.

I wish, says Lily, I wish to see, I wish to see a field of Lilies and Butterflies
just for me. That 1s what little Lily

wishes to see."

Then Rosemary says;

"Little Rosemary from afar, wishes a wish upon a star. I wish ,says
Rosemary, I wish to see, I wish to see a

Rosemary plant made into a Christmas tree, that is what little Rosemary
wishes to see."

Now that my little kiddies have all had their say as your Mother I want to
pray, " To our Dear Heavenly Father

from above thank you for taking care of the ones I love, in Jesus name
Amen. Sweet dreams my little kiddies. I

love you."

Now it is your bedtime and the Mc Musky's have a wish for you. The Mc
Musky's want you to make a wish, a

wish upon a star too.
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Mc Musky's in the Betry Patch
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Mc Musky's at Skeeter Lagoon
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Mc Musky's in Sunflower Field
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Mc Musky's Bedtime Stories and Wishes



Illustrations by Authors Copyright © 2022

Ms. Petunia Mc Musky






