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Short biography of Late Vinita Shekhar

Vinita was born at Kakinada — a small coastal town in Andhra Pradesh, India. Her
father Late Sri Sheo Prasad Verma was a Chief Engineer at the British owned
Deccan Sugar factory at Samalkot near Kakinada. She had two brothers. Her father
died of a heart attack in 1980. Her ailing mother lives in Patna.

She was married in 1972 and her only son was born in 1976. We were overjoyed.
Vinita had prayed long and hard for his birth.

We migrated in 1984 and we bought our first house in 1986 in Sydney. Vinita
started her job in 1989 in the Education department. Later she moved to the
Ombudsman’s office and then to NSW Police.

She was 40 when she twisted her knee one evening on return from work and little
did we know that it will eventually take her life. She was a devoted mother, a loving
and meticulous housewife. In spite of the pain she suffered, she spent every waking
hour of her life looking after us. That was the essence of her love — simple,
uncomplicated and deep-rooted.

She was our cultural and religious guide - because of her we have friends, we will
cherish our roots in India and we have found faith in God. She was a deeply
religious, devout and traditional woman.

Soon after our son’s wedding in 2004, she suffered a minor heart attack in Delhi.
She came out of it bravely and mustered all her courage for her knee operation. She
was operated successfully in 2005 and we thought the worst was over. But she was
in a lot of pain. “Jaan leva dard hota hai Ji” she used to say. On the 4™ day
following her operation, she suffered her final heart attack and the last of her pain.
She was 52.

Her last words were to her son and bahu, “Papa ka khyal rakhna”, it was all she was
concerned about. As a wife, she will live forever in her husband’s heart. Death will
not do them part. “SHAADI JANAM JANMANTAR KA RISHTA HOTA HAI”.

As a mother, her loving memories will live with her son and bahu. And through
them to her grandchildren.

Her friends were an essential part of her life, always ready to listen and offer
comfort. They invigorated her, gave her a sense of belonging and she could not do
without turning her colleagues into friends. “She used to inspire us”, said her
Commander.

Saral Bhajanawali
79




