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October 19, 2019 Karen Berry 
State Geologist 

  Hanna Van Nimwegan 
Planning and Community Development 
City of Colorado Springs 
30 S. Nevada Ave, Suite 105 
Colorado Springs, CO  80901 

Location: 
W NW ¼ of Section 13, 

T14S, R67W of the 6th PM 
38.8320°, -104.8492° 

 

Subject: Gold Hill Mesa Filing No. 10, Development Plan, 
City of Colorado Springs, El Paso County, CO;  
City file number AR DP 17-00674; CGS Unique No. EP-20-20-0018 

 
Dear Hanna: 
 
We were asked to review the submittal for filing 10, an approximately 8.85-acre parcel that includes proposed 
construction along the dam edge of the mill tailings pile at Gold Hill Mesa. CGS has not previously reviewed 
this filing, the adjacent filings, the proposed construction along the crest of the dam, or the associated slope 
stability analysis. For this review we were provided a “Draft”, unsigned report by CTL | Thompson, Inc. titled 
“Geologic Hazards Evaluation Update and Preliminary Site Grading Recommendations Filings 8, 9, 10, and 
Dam Face Easterly One-Third of Gold Hill Mesa Colorado Springs, Colorado”, CTL’s Project No. 
CS18893.000-105 dated March 14, 2018. The city’s geologic hazard ordinance requires that all submitted 
geologic hazard studies be signed and properly certified by the professional who prepared the study (City 
Ordinance 7.4.504). This document will be henceforth referred to in this letter as “the report”.  
 
We reviewed documents provided to us and submitted for this development plan as well as those available 
through the city web portal under city job number AR DP 17-00674, and available through the cities 
subdivision document viewer for the Gold Hill Mesa development. These included: city request for review 
(9.10.19), application (11.9.17), response to initial review comments (NES, 1.3.18), Filing 10 Final Irrigation 
Plan (NES, 5.19.18), Master Development Drainage Plan for Filing 9 & 10 (Terra Nova, 6.18), Development 
Plan (NES, 4.26.18), and various other documents. Additional background reports and previous reviews are 
discussed at the end of this letter. Based on the information provided, we offer the following comments and 
observations. 
 
Planned Construction: The plans show fifty-five lots are planned for development as single-family residences. 
Lots 43-55 and Tract C and Tract B occur on or beyond the edge of the tailings dam. Significant site grading of 
the mill tailings dam is shown outside the limits of Filing 10 with fill placement expected to range from a few 
feet up to 20 feet as shown on the development plan and described in the report. Outside the limits of Filings 8 
and 9, fill along the embankment dam and adjacent area is up to 40 feet.  
 
Geologic Hazard Study: We have reviewed the geologic hazard study submitted to support Filing 10 as 
requested and per City Code 7.4.506: Review of Geologic Hazard Studies. No site-specific subsurface 
investigation is reported for Filing 10. The report apparently relies on previous subsurface investigations from 
CTL in 2004 and Dames and Moore in 1999. However, the specific subsurface data obtained during those 
investigations is not discussed in the report. Additional comments on this report are provided at the end of this 
letter. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. If you have questions or require further review, 
please call me at 303-384-2654, or e-mail jlovekin@mines.edu. 

 
Sincerely,        
 

 
                 
                             Reviewed by: 

Jonathan R. Lovekin, P.G.     Karen Berry 
Senior Engineering Geologist    Director 
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