Mountain Spirit Metropolitan Community Church[image: Image][image: Image] 
A spiritual community born out of LGBTQIA+ Appalachia
QUEERFULLY and WONDERFULLY MADE!
“I praise you for I am fearsomely and wonderfully made.” 
Psalm 139:14


Easter Sunday
April 5th, 2026	

Prelude	Paul W., musician		

Song	Were You There?	Rev. Pressley Sutherland

Easter Reading	Matthew 28:1-10	Sharilyn S., M. Div., lector
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of God, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.  The angel’s appearance was like lightning, with clothing white as snow. For fear of the angel the guards shook and became like dead men.  But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.  He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.  Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘Jesus has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell the disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

Gathering Songs     Paul W., Christine W., Rev. Dr. Joan S, and Rev. Pressley S., musicians

1. Christ, the Lord, is risen today, Alleluia  
Let all Earth and angels say, Alleluia
Raise your voice and triumphs high, Alleluia
Sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply, Alleluia

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia
Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia
Christ hath opened Para - dise, Alleluia

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia

2. I danced in the morning when the world was begun.
I danced in the Moon and the Stars and the Sun.
I came down from Heaven and I danced on the Earth..
at Bethlehem I had my birth.

[Chorus]
Dance, dance, wherever you may be..
I am the Lord of the Dance, said He.
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be..
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said He!

I danced for the scribes and the phar..isees.
But they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me.
I danced for fishermen, for James and John..
they came with me and the Dance went on. (Chorus)

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame.
The holy people thought it was a shame.
They cut and they stripped and they hung me high..
and they left me there on a cross to die. (Chorus)

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black.
It's hard to dance with the devil on your back.
They buried my body, but I'd gone..
but I am the Dance and I still go on. (Chorus)

They cut me down but I leapt up high.
I am the Light that will never, never die.
I'll live in you if you'll live in Me..
I am the Lord of the Dance, said He. (Chorus) 

3. Let the weak say, "I am strong."
Let the poor say, "I am rich."
Let the blind say, "I can see;
It's what the Lord has done in me." (repeat)

[Chorus]
Ho-sanna, hosanna to the Lamb that was slain.
Ho-sanna, hosanna, Jesus died and rose a-gain.

In-to the river I will wade.
There my sins are washed a-way.
From the heavens mercy streams
Of the Saviour's love for me. (Chorus)

I will rise from waters deep
Into the saving arms of God.
I will sing salvation songs;
Jesus Christ has set me free.	 (Chorus)

Invocation	Christine W,  liturgist
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We gather by the grave. We come seeking your presence.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We come with open hearts and broken hearts, faithfulness and questions.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We lift our eyes for your help and for your hope. Help us to see.
         Come, Holy Spirit. Come any way you want. Just come. Amen


Poem		And We Rise		Erik W., lector
Before the stone was rolled away,
there was quiet,
heavy with questions
no one dared to speak out loud.

Who are we now?
What survives
when love is crucified?
And yet morning came anyway.

The tomb was empty,
not because death had no power,
but because love had more.

Love that knew rejection.
Love that walked among the outcast,
Love who ate with the ones called “other,”
and called them beloved.

And so, 
the stone rolled away
for all of us.

For everybody told it was wrong.
For every identity buried under shame.
For every voice silenced,
every truth hidden,
every heart that wondered,
“Is there room for me?”

Resurrection
is not only what happened then,
it is what is happening still.

In every name spoken with pride,
in every hand held without fear,
in every sanctuary that dares to say:
Y’all are welcome,
Where Y’all means ALL.

Christ is risen—
not into a world of sameness,
but into a world of radiant difference.

Risen in joy that wears every color.
Risen in love that refuses every boundary.
Risen in a community
where no one has to hide to be holy.

So come bring your whole self,
your questions, your beauty, your scars, your love.

The stone is rolled away.
The table is wide enough for all.
The morning is here.
Love has gone ahead of you.
And we rise.

Response	Alleluia  Alleluia	 Paul W. And Christine W., musicians
Alleluia, Alleluia 
Hearts to heaven and voices raise
Sing to God a hymn of gladness
Sing to God a hymn of praise
He who on the cross as Savior
For the world’s salvation bled,
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, 
Now is risen from the dead.

Now the iron bars are broken,
Christ from death to life is born;
Glorious life, and life immortal,
On this resurrection morn.
Christ has triumphed and we conquer
By his mighty enterprise;
We with Christ in life eternal
By his resurrection rise!


Easter Message	Stepping Away From the Tomb	Rev. Dr. Lea B., preacher


Offertory	Because He Lives		Paul W. And Christine W., musicians
1. God sent God’s son, they called Him, Jesus;
He came to love, heal and forgive;
He lived and died to buy my pardon,
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives!

(Chorus)
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,
Because He lives, all fear is gone;
Because I know He holds the future,
And life is worth the living,
Just because He lives!

2. How sweet to hold a newborn baby,
And feel the pride and joy she brings;
But greater still the calm assurance:
This child can face uncertain days because He Lives! (Chorus)

3. And then one day, I'll cross the river,
I'll fight life's final war with pain;
And then as death gives way to victory,
I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives! (Chorus)


Community Prayers           Pressley S., liturgist
(Please share your prayers and then join in saying A Prayer for Peace together.)

A PRAYER FOR PEACE	

Creator God, in whom all peace is grounded, 
kindle in our hearts the presence of love and healing, 
and guide us with pure and peaceful wisdom.

 We pray peace:
 
In places of war
And for people displaced;

For those who are victims of violence
And those who foment violence;

For the suffering voiceless
And those who make decisions for many;

For all of Nature
and those who would destroy the harmony of creation;

For all who work for peace
And all whose awareness does not contain peace.

We pray also for ourselves
That we will learn the ways of peace,
Within and without,
And become a blessing in this world. Amen

Communion       Rev. Pressley S, celebrant   Jori B., acolyte
C: God is with you.  All: And also with you
C: Let us open our hearts. All: We open them to God
C: Let us give God thanks and praise All: It is a good and joyful thing to do

Sanctus:
Santo, santo, santo
Mi corazón te adora
Mi corazón sabe decir
Santo eres tú

Holy, Holy, Holy
My heart, my heart adores you
My heart knows how to say to you 
You are holy, God

Announcements      Rev. Pressley S., liturgist              
Gratitude for Holy Week Meal and Meditation @ Joan and Sharilyn’s 
Dining Out For Life, April 30th, to benefit Western North Carolina AIDS Project. For a list of participating restaurants, please visit http://wncap.org.

Benediction	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist  
All will be well and all will be well
And all manner of thing will be well
All will be well. Be well.

All: Go out with peace. Go out with kindness. Go out with Love,
One: In the name of the Creator, Christ, Comforter, and All that are Wise and Good. 
All: Amén/Amen
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