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A spiritual community born out of LGBTQIA+ Appalachia
“I praise you for I am fearsomely and wonderfully made.” 
Ps. 139.14



Proper 28
November 16th, 2025

Prelude	Paul W., musician	

Welcome and Protocol Honoring Home       Rev. Pressley S., liturgist
All:	We bless these mountains in which we gather, and all the animals, plants, and 			      elements for whom this is home; 
	We bless all who have walked this land and called this place home long before us;
	We bless and honor Congregation Beth Israel for sharing their home with us; 
	And we pray that we will be a blessing in this place. 
	May peace be among us. Amen.


Gathering Song	We Are the Church Alive!	Christine W and Paul W, musician

We are the Church Alive,
Christ's presence on this earth
We give God's Spirit body in
The act of our new birth.
As yielded open channels
For God's descending dove,
We shout and sing, With joy we bring
God's all-inclusive love.

We are the Church Alive,
Our faith has set us free;
No more enslaved by guilt and shame,
We live our liberty!
We follow Christ's example
And freedom now proclaim,
Destroying myths of doubt and fear
In Jesus' mighty name. 

We are the Church Alive,
The body must be healed;
Where strife has bruised and battered us,
God's wholeness is revealed.
Our mission is an urgent one;
In strength and health let's stand, 
So that our witness to God's light
Will shine through every land. 

We are the Church Alive,
All praise to God on high!
Creator, Savior, Comforter!
We laud and magnify
Your name, almighty God of love;
Pray give us life, that we
May be your church, the Church Alive,
For all eternity.

Invocation   	Christine W., liturgist
ALL: Come, Holy Spirit. Fill the hearts of your faithful,
And kindle in us the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created,
And you shall renew the face of the Earth. 
O God, who by the Light of the Holy Spirit
Did instruct the hearts of the faithful
Grant that by that same Spirit
We may be truly wise
And ever enjoy your consolations.
Come, Holy Spirit. Come any way you want. Just come. Amen

Community Prayers	Rev. Pressley Sutherland, liturgist         		

			Our Mother Prayer	
	Our Mother who lives within us, we celebrate your many names.
	Your wisdom come, your will be done, unfolding from the depths within us.
	Each day you give us all that we need.
	You remind us of our strengths, and we embrace them.
	You support us in our power, and we act with courage.
	For you are the dwelling place within us,
	the empowerment around us,
	and the celebration among us, now and forevermore. Amen

Reading   Psalm 139:7-18   	Erik W., lector   
Where can I go from your Spirit?
    Where can I flee from your presence?
If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
If I rise on the wings of the dawn,
    if I settle on the far side of the sea,
even there your hand will guide me,
    your right hand will hold me fast.
If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me
    and the light become night around me,”
even the darkness will not be dark to you;
    the night will shine like the day,
    for darkness is as light to you.

For you created my inmost being;
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
    your works are wonderful,
    I know that full well.
My frame was not hidden from you
    when I was made in the secret place,
    when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body;
    all the days ordained for me were written in your book
    before one of them came to be.
How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!
    How vast is the sum of them!
Were I to count them,
    they would outnumber the grains of sand—when I awake, I am still with you.

Let us hear living Words.  Thanks be to God.

Response	As the Deer	Paul W and Christine W, musicians
As the deer panteth for the water
So my soul longeth after Thee
You alone are my heart's desire
And I long to worship Thee.
 
[Chorus]
 You alone are my strength my shield
To You alone may my spirit yield
You alone are my heart's desire
And I long to worship Thee
 
 I love you more than gold or silver
Only You can satisfy
You alone are the real joy giver
And the apple of my eye
 [back to Chorus]
 
You're my friend and you are my comfort
Even though you are unseen
I love you more than any other
So much more than anything
 [back to Chorus]

Sermon	Made By God       Rev. Pressley S., preacher


Offertory	Let There Be Peace on Earth	Christine W and Paul W, musicians
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our creator, family all are we.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me Let this be the moment now.
With every step I take let this be my solemn vow.
Take each moment and live each moment with peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me

Communion	Rev. Pressley S., celebrant	Jori B., acolyte 
C: God is with you.  All: And also with you
C: Let us open our hearts. All: We open them to God
C: Let us give God thanks and praise All: It is a good and joyful thing to do

Santo, santo, santo
Mi corazón te adora
Mi corazón sabe decir
Santo eres tú

Holy, Holy, Holy
My heart, my heart adores you
My heart knows how to say to you 
You are holy, God
Announcements	Rev. Pressley S, liturgist
Book Group this week. Tuesday, Nov. 18th, 7:30pm, “Worth Fighting For: Finding Courage & Compassion When Cruelty is Trending” by John Pavlovitz, Parts III and IV, on Zoom
 Food Donations Collected throughout November. Please bring non-perishables, particularly pop-top cans, to offset delay in SNAP benefits due to the government shut-down. 

Benediction	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist	
All will be well; and all will be well;  And all manner of thing will be well; 
All will be well, be well.
	Go out with peace.  Go out with kindness. Go out with Love,
	In the name of the Creator, Christ, Comforter, and All that are Wise and Good. 			Amén/Amen
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