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A spiritual community born out of LGBTQIA+ Appalachia
QUEERFULLY and WONDERFULLY MADE!
“I praise you for I am fearsomely and wonderfully made.” 
Psalm 139:14


Palm Sunday
March 29th, 2026	

Prelude	Paul W., musician		

Welcome and Protocol Honoring Home    Rev. Pressley S., liturgist
All:  We bless these mountains in which we gather, and all the animals, plants and elements for whom this is home;
We bless all who have walked this land and called this place home long before us;
We bless and honor Congregation Beth Israel for sharing their home with us;
And we pray that we will be a blessing in this place.
May peace be among us. Amen.


Gathering Song	This is the Day       Paul W. And Christine W., musician

This is the day (this is the day)
that our God has made (that our God has made)
Let us rejoice (Let us rejoice)
 and be glad in it (and be glad in it)

This is the day that our God has made
Let us rejoice and be glad in it
This is the day (this is the day)
that our God has made

Invocation	Christine W,  liturgist
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We gather in the city gates. We come seeking your presence.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We come with open hearts and broken hearts, faithfulness and questions.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We lift our eyes for your help and for your hope. Help us to see.
         Come, Holy Spirit. Come any way you want. Just come. Amen

Reading	John 12:12-19		Rev. Pressley S., lector
The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord—
    the King of Israel!”
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:
“Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.
Look, your king is coming,
    sitting on a donkey’s colt!”
His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to him. So the crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to testify. It was also because they heard that he had performed this sign that the crowd went to meet him. The Pharisees then said to one another, “You see, you can do nothing. Look, the world has gone after him!”
Let us hear Living Words.	Thanks be to God

Response	Joyful People Come and Worship	 Paul W. And Christine W., musicians
Joyful people, come and worship!
Lift your happy hearts in song,
Giving praise for our church family
In God’s house, where all belong,
Celebrating our uniqueness
Filled with love and pride today,
Forth we travel on faith’s journey
We, who once had turned away.

And today we lift our voices,
Of amazing love we sing,
Giving thanks and praise to Yahweh
For the joy that love can bring!
Praising Jesus and the Spirit, 
Singing of amazing grace,
Here we see that same sweet Spirit
On each blessed sibling’s face.

God, whose mercies know no bound’ries
Heard our cries for liberty,
Broke the chains of fear that bound us
Lifted, loved, and set us free!
Learning how to love each other
How to live and how to grow,
Children of God’s new creation
Onward, upward now we go!

Reading	From Our Passion For Justice by Carter Heyward      Sharilyn S., lector
We have seen signs which shall not be cut off. The branches shall not be cut off from the vine. Our power will not be diminished or rendered ineffective. The sacrament of life shall not be withheld--the body, the blood, the sensuality of God's presence on earth. God is here now. God is no absent deity, no God away in God's heaven, but rather the power of actual love among us. This is our God incarnate. Our God in flesh. Our God with us, among us, between us. God our sister. God our mother. God our father. God our brother. God our friend. God our lover. The sign is the power of human love. God's own lovemaking in history. That which strives for justice. That which strives toward mutuality. The creation of relations and governments in which no body is denied. No body is betrayed. No body put down. No body cast out. No body crucified on the basis of greed, fear, or malice.

Either we have seen this sign--the power of human love for human bodies--or we have not. If we have not, it is because we do not want to. It is because we choose to deny ourselves the power of God. It is because we choose to grovel in the restlessness of our own failures rather than to look and see what is right before our eyes: bodies of people, indeed the body of creation, groaning in search of family, in search of relationships in which bodies can rest, in which bodies are at home.

Let us hear Living Words.	Thanks Be to God.

Response	I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me		Rev. Dr. Joan S., musician
1. I'm gonna live so God can use me
Anywhere, God, any time.  (2X)
2. I'm gonna work so...
3. I'm gonna pray so...
4. I'm gonna sing so...
1. I'm gonna live so...
	
Reflection	“Love’s Parade”	Rev. Dr. Joan S., preacher


Offertory	Come Thou Fount		Paul W. And Christine W., musicians
Come, thou Fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it,
mount of thy unchanging love.
 
[Verse 2]
Here I raise my Ebenezer;
hither by thy help I'm come;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.
 
[Verse 3]
 O to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love;
here's my heart, O take and seal it,
seal it for thy courts above.


Community Prayers           Pressley S., liturgist
(Please share your prayers and then join in saying A Prayer for Peace together.)

A PRAYER FOR PEACE	

Creator God, in whom all peace is grounded, 
kindle in our hearts the presence of love and healing, 
and guide us with pure and peaceful wisdom.

 We pray peace:
 
In places of war
And for people displaced;

For those who are victims of violence
And those who foment violence;

For the suffering voiceless
And those who make decisions for many;

For all of Nature
and those who would destroy the harmony of creation;

For all who work for peace
And all whose awareness does not contain peace.

We pray also for ourselves
That we will learn the ways of peace,
Within and without,
And become a blessing in this world. Amen


Communion       Rev. Pressley S, celebrant   Jori B., acolyte
C: God is with you.  All: And also with you
C: Let us open our hearts. All: We open them to God
C: Let us give God thanks and praise All: It is a good and joyful thing to do

Sanctus:
Santo, santo, santo
Mi corazón te adora
Mi corazón sabe decir
Santo eres tú

Holy, Holy, Holy
My heart, my heart adores you
My heart knows how to say to you 
You are holy, God


Announcements      Rev. Pressley S., liturgist              
Holy Week Meal and Meditation, Tuesday, 6:30pm @ Joan and Sharilyn’s in Hendersonville. 
Easter Sunday Service, 10:30am, April 5th, 229 Murdock Ave. 

Benediction	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist  
All will be well and all will be well
And all manner of thing will be well
All will be well. Be well.

All: Go out with peace. Go out with kindness. Go out with Love,
One: In the name of the Creator, Christ, Comforter, and All that are Wise and Good. 
All: Amén/Amen
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