Mountain Spirit Metropolitan Community Church[image: Image][image: Image] 
A spiritual community born out of LGBTQIA+ Appalachia
QUEERFULLY and WONDERFULLY MADE!
“I praise you for I am fearsomely and wonderfully made.” 
Psalm 139:14


Epiphany 3 Sunday
January 25th, 2026

Welcome and Protocol Honoring Home         Rev. Pressley S., liturgist
All:  We bless these mountains in which we gather, and all the animals, plants and elements for whom this is home;
We bless all who have walked this land and called this place home long before us;
We bless and honor Congregation Beth Israel for sharing their home with us;
And we pray that we will be a blessing in this place.

May peace be among us. Amen.


Invocation	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist
One:   Long ago and far away, in the midst of uncertain and dangerous times, there were wise ones who followed a star. Because they did, they found a special gift from the Holy One. But can signs like that still be found?
All:      The Holy One still leaves signs for us. When we open the eyes of our hearts, we will see them.
One:    Ancient prophets spoke Divine truth that was revealed to them. But has the Divine voice gone silent?
 All:      God is still speaking. When we open the ears of our hearts, we will hear and understand.
 One:   Then let us make this space and time sacred. Let us open our hearts.
ALL:    Come, Holy Spirit. Come any way you want. Just come. Amén/Amen.

Song Video    “Holy Spirit, You Are Welcome Here”   from UFMCC Prayer for Peace Vigil   

Living Words	   from “Strength to Love" by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King  Sharilyn S., M. Div., lector   	
“Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that. Hate multiplies hate, violence multiplies violence, and toughness multiplies toughness in a descending spiral of destruction.”
Prayers of the Community		Sharilyn S., M. Div., liturgist
	Our Mother who lives within us, we celebrate your many names.
	Your wisdom come, your will be done, unfolding from the depths within us.
	Each day you give us all that we need.
	You remind us of our strengths, and we embrace them.
	You support us in our power, and we act with courage.
	For you are the dwelling place within us,
	the empowerment around us,
	and the celebration among us, now and forevermore. Amen


Poem	DNR	Erik W., lector
The microphones glow while truths are edited down to slogans
Borders harden into theater as lives are counted like ballots
Fear is traded like stocks and bonds in crowded chambers
The future is postponed with procedural language
Hope waits in line and is told to come back later
Do not resuscitate my bleeding heart
Clinics close earlier than the pain they were meant to treat
Insurance codes decide who deserves to breathe easier
A cough becomes a debt that never stops accruing
Hands reach out and find only paperwork
Care is rationed by zip code and luck
Do not resuscitate my bleeding heart
Tents bloom under bridges like unanswered questions
Benches are redesigned to reject sleep
Compassion is criminalized with polite signage
Shelters overflow while condos sit in darkness
Survival becomes an act of public nuisance
Do not resuscitate my bleeding heart
Sidewalks are whitewashed from their rainbow colors
Bathrooms become battlegrounds for imagined threats
Love is legislated into silence by those afraid of empty enemies
Trans lives are treated as arguments instead of meals with friends
Hate sharpens itself and calls itself tradition
Do not resuscitate my bleeding heart

Video Message 	“Go in Peace from Minnesota”  Rev. Ja’Nae Bates Imari, minister 

Offertory	How Can I Keep from Singing      Rev. Dr. Joan S, musician

Communion       Rev. Dr. Lea B., celebrant   

Announcements:
Book Group.   Tuesday 7:30pm Zoom, “James” by Percival Everett, through the end of Part 1. 
+ReSister Bingo, Saturday, January 1st, 6pm at The Mule at Devil’s Food Brewery. Proceeds will benefit the Rainbow Railroad which assists queer people from around the world seeking asylum. 
+Souper Bowl Sunday, February 8th. Please bring non-perishable cans of soup for collection.




	
Benediction	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist  
All will be well, and all will be well
And all manner of thing will be well
All will be well. Be well.

All: Go out with peace. Go out with kindness. Go out with Love,
One: In the name of the Creator, Christ, Comforter, and All that are Wise and Good. 
All: Amén/Amen
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