Mountain Spirit Metropolitan Community Church[image: Image][image: Image] 
A spiritual community born out of LGBTQIA+ Appalachia
QUEERFULLY and WONDERFULLY MADE!
“I praise you for I am fearsomely and wonderfully made.” 
Psalm 139:14


Lent 2 Sunday
March 1st, 2026	

Prelude	Paul W., musician		

Welcome and Protocol Honoring Home    Rev. Pressley S., liturgist
All:  We bless these mountains in which we gather, and all the animals, plants and elements for whom this is home;
We bless all who have walked this land and called this place home long before us;
We bless and honor Congregation Beth Israel for sharing their home with us;
And we pray that we will be a blessing in this place.

May peace be among us. Amen.


Gathering Song   All Are Welcome	Paul W. And Sharilyn S., M.Div., musicians
Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live,
A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace;
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions;
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place
 
Let us build a house where love is found, in water, wine and wheat:
A banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space;
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone:
To heal and strengthen, serve and teach, And live the Word they've known
Here the outcast and the stranger, bear the image of God's face;
Let us bring an end to fear and danger:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place
 
Let us build a house where all are named, Their songs and visions heard:
And loved and treasured, loved and claimed As words within the Word
Built of tears and cries and laughter, Prayers of faith and songs of grace,
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Invocation	Christine W,  liturgist
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We gather in the nighttime. We come seeking your presence.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We come with open hearts and broken hearts. Faithfulness and questions.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We lift our eyes for your help and for your hope. Help us to see.
         Come, Holy Spirit. Come any way you want. Just come. Amen

Worship Songs	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist
1. From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea
Creation's revealing Your majesty
From the colors of fall to the fragrance of spring
Every creature unique in the song that it sings
All exclaiming

(Chorus)
Indescribable, uncontainable,
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name.
You are amazing God
All powerful, untameable,
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim
You are amazing God

(Verse)
Who has told every lightning bolt where it should go
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow
Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light
Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night
None can fathom

(Chorus)
Indescribable, uncontainable,
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name.
You are amazing God
All powerful, untameable,
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim
You are amazing God

(Final repeat)
Incomparable, unchangeable
You see the depths of my heart and You love me the same
You are amazing God
You are amazing God

2. When the darkness fills my senses,  
When my sadness keeps me from Your touch,  
Jesus come. 
 
When my burden keeps me doubting,  
When my memories take the place of You,  
Jesus come.  
 
And I'll follow You there  
To the place where we meet,  
And I'll lay down my pride  
As You search me again.  
 
Your unfailing love,  
Your unfailing love,  
Your unfailing love over me again.

3. Be Thou my vision O God of my heart
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word
I ever with Thee, and Thou with me, God
Thou my Creator, and I am thine own;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Riches I heed not, nor false empty praise
Thou mine inheritance now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart
Highest of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

Highest of heaven, after victory won,
May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heav’n's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. (line x2)





Community Prayers  
(Please share your prayers and then join in saying A Prayer for Peace together.)


A PRAYER FOR PEACE	

Creator God, in whom all peace is grounded, 
kindle in our hearts the presence of love and healing, 
and guide us with pure and peaceful wisdom.

 We pray peace:
 
In places of war
And for people displaced;

For those who are victims of violence
And those who foment violence;

For the suffering voiceless
And those who make decisions for many;

For all of Nature
and those who would destroy the harmony of creation;

For all who work for peace
And all whose awareness does not contain peace.

We pray also for ourselves
That we will learn the ways of peace,
Within and without,
And become a blessing in this world. Amen

Reading	John 3:1-8	Sharilyn S., M.Div., lector
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person."

Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above."

Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?”

Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.'
The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Response	Let There Be Peace on Earth		Paul W. And Christine W., musicians
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our creator, family all are we.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me Let this be the moment now.
With every step I take let this be my solemn vow.
Take each moment and live each moment with peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.

Reflection	“Death Throes and Birth Pangs”  	Rev. Pressley S., preacher

Offertory	Amazing Grace		Paul W. And Christine W., musicians
Amazing Grace! (how sweet the sound)
That saved a soul like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was bound, but now I’m free.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed.

When we've been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we first begun.

Amazing Grace! (how sweet the sound)
That saved a soul like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was bound, but now I’m free.


Communion       Rev. Dr. Joan S., celebrant   Jori B., acolyte
C: God is with you.  All: And also with you
C: Let us open our hearts. All: We open them to God
C: Let us give God thanks and praise All: It is a good and joyful thing to do

Sanctus:
Santo, santo, santo
Mi corazón te adora
Mi corazón sabe decir
Santo eres tú

Holy, Holy, Holy
My heart, my heart adores you
My heart knows how to say to you 
You are holy, God


Announcements      Rev. Pressley S., liturgist              
Lent Community Series, “Let us build a church” Session, Tuesday 7:30pm, Zoom

Sending Song   Remember God Cherishes You	Paul W. And Chrstine W., musicians
There are those who would say we must all be the same,
And that differences must be denied;
But we know that each soul is belov’d in God’s eyes
And we claim all God’s blessings with pride!

(Chorus)
So remember God cherishes you;
You are precious, and worthy, and loved.
When you live out the truth that is yours,
There’s rejoicing in heaven above!

There are voices of fear that deny what we know:
That all of God’s people are blessed.
So we sing loud and clear, with our words and our lives,
And we share the good news we confess: (to chorus)

When hate threatens to harm, may we speak out as one
And declare that love conquers all fear.
No one shall stand alone; we will walk side by side,
And proclaim that God’s kin_dom is near! (to chorus)	
Benediction	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist  

All: Go out with peace. Go out with kindness. Go out with Love,
One: In the name of the Creator, Christ, Comforter, and All that are Wise and Good. 
All: Amén/Amen
image1.jpeg




image1.png
Vil ¢
MOUNTAIN SPIRIT MCC

= ASHEVILLE, NC e





