Mountain Spirit Metropolitan Community Church[image: Image][image: Image] 
A spiritual community born out of LGBTQIA+ Appalachia
“I praise you for I am fearsomely and wonderfully made.” 
Ps. 139.14



Christmas 2 
January 4th, 2025

Prelude	Paul W., musician	

Welcome and Protocol Honoring Home       Rev. Pressley S., liturgist
All:	We bless these mountains in which we gather, and all the animals, plants, and 			      elements for whom this is home; 
	We bless all who have walked this land and called this place home long before us;
	We bless and honor Congregation Beth Israel for sharing their home with us; 
	And we pray that we will be a blessing in this place. 

	May peace be among us. Amen.


Gathering Song	Joy to the World	Paul W. And Christine W., musician
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.
 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

Sermon	O Magnum Mysterium  	Rev. Pressley S., pastor

O Magnum Mysterium Invocation	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist
Come, Holy Spirit. Come any way you want - just come. Amen

Reading	John 1:10-14, 15-18	Susan P, lector  
[The Light] was in the world, and the world came into being through the Light, yet the world did not know them.
The Light came to what was their own, and their own people did not accept them.
But to all who received the Light, who believed in their name, they gave power to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of humankind, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen this glory, the glory as of a parent's only child, full of grace and truth.
From this fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God. It is the only child, themself God, who is close to the Parent's heart, who has made God known.

Let us hear living Words.  Thanks be to God.

Response	Angels We Have Heard on High      Paul W. And Christine W., musician
Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains
And the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains
Gloria . . .         in excelsis Deo
Gloria . . .         in excelsis Deo
 
Come to Bethlehem and see,
Christ whose birth the angels sing
Come adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord the newborn King
Gloria . . .         in excelsis Deo
Gloria . . .         in excelsis Deo
 
See Him in a manger laid,
whom the choirs of angels praise
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
while our hearts in love we raise
Gloria . . .         in excelsis Deo
Gloria . . .         in excelsis Deo

Community Prayers  	Rev. Dr. Lea B., liturgist         		
One: God of Love, In your compassion,    All: Hear our prayers.
			
Our Mother Prayer	
	Our Mother who lives within us, we celebrate your many names.
	Your wisdom come, your will be done, unfolding from the depths within us.
	Each day you give us all that we need.
	You remind us of our strengths, and we embrace them.
	You support us in our power, and we act with courage.
	For you are the dwelling place within us,
	the empowerment around us,
	and the celebration among us, now and forevermore. Amen

Offertory	What Child is This?	   Paul W. And Christine W., musicians
What Child is this who, laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and Angels sing;
Haste, haste, to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.
  
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh,
Come peasant, king to own Him;
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise a song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby.
Joy, joy for Christ is born,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.


Communion	Rev. Dr. Lea B., celebrant	Jori B., acolyte 
C: God is with you.  All: And also with you
C: Let us open our hearts. All: We open them to God
C: Let us give God thanks and praise All: It is a good and joyful thing to do

Santo, santo, santo
Mi corazón te adora
Mi corazón sabe decir
Santo eres tú

Holy, Holy, Holy
My heart, my heart adores you
My heart knows how to say to you 
You are holy, God



Announcements
New Book Group - Tuesday, January 6th, 7:30pm, “James” by Percival Everett, no reading for the first session
Founding Committee- Wednesday, January 14th, 7pm on Zoom

Parting Song	  Go Tell It on the Mountain  	Paul W. And Christine W.,  musicians
(Chorus)
Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born

1.While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a Holy light (to chorus)


2.The shepherds feared and trembled
When, lo! Above the Earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior's birth (to chorus)

3. Down in a lowly manger
Our humble Christ was born
And brought us all salvation
That blessed Christmas morn (to chorus)

Benediction	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist	
All will be well; and all will be well;  
And all manner of thing will be well; 
All will be well, be well.
	
Go out with peace.  Go out with kindness. Go out with Love,
In the name of the Creator, Christ, Comforter, and All that are Wise and Good. 			Amén/Amen
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