Mountain Spirit Metropolitan Community Church[image: Image][image: Image] 
A spiritual community born out of LGBTQIA+ Appalachia
QUEERFULLY and WONDERFULLY MADE!
“I praise you for I am fearsomely and wonderfully made.” 
Psalm 139:14


Epiphany 4 Sunday
February 1st, 2026

Prelude	“I Am Light”	India Arie		

Welcome and Protocol Honoring Home         Rev. Pressley S., liturgist
All:  We bless these mountains in which we gather, and all the animals, plants and elements for whom this is home;
We bless all who have walked this land and called this place home long before us;
We bless and honor Congregation Beth Israel for sharing their home with us;
And we pray that we will be a blessing in this place.

May peace be among us. Amen.



Invocation	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist
One:   Long ago and far away, in the midst of uncertain and dangerous times, there were wise ones who followed a star. Because they did, they found a special gift from the Holy One. But can signs like that still be found?
All:      The Holy One still leaves signs for us. When we open the eyes of our hearts, we will see them.
One:    Ancient prophets spoke Divine truth that was revealed to them. But has the Divine voice gone silent?
 All:      God is still speaking. When we open the ears of our hearts, we will hear and understand.
 One:   Then let us make this space and time sacred. Let us open our hearts.
ALL:    Come, Holy Spirit. Come any way you want. Just come. Amén/Amen.


Reading	Matthew 5:1-12
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.

And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Song Video   In The Sanctuary		Rev. Delores P Berry

Prayers of the Community		Rev. Dr. Joan S., liturgist
	

	Our Mother who lives within us, we celebrate your many names.
	Your wisdom come, your will be done, unfolding from the depths within us.
	Each day you give us all that we need.
	You remind us of our strengths, and we embrace them.
	You support us in our power, and we act with courage.
	For you are the dwelling place within us,
	the empowerment around us,
	and the celebration among us, now and forevermore. Amen


Reading	Micah	6:6-8	  Erik W., lector
"With what shall I come before the Sovereign and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before God with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
Will the Holy One be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?"

God has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Creator require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

Reflection	Do Justice, Love Kindness, and Walk Humbly	Rev. Pressley S., preacher

Offertory	“To Make You Feel My Love” 	Rev. Pressley S., musician

Communion       Sharilyn S., M. Div., celebrant   

Announcements:
Book Group.   Tuesday 7:30pm Zoom, “James” by Percival Everett, through the end of Part 2. 
+Souper Bowl Sunday, February 8th. Please bring non-perishable cans of soup for collection.
+ReSister Bingo to be rescheduled.
	
Benediction	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist  
All will be well, and all will be well
And all manner of thing will be well
All will be well. Be well.

All: Go out with peace. Go out with kindness. Go out with Love,
One: In the name of the Creator, Christ, Comforter, and All that are Wise and Good. 
All: Amén/Amen
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