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A spiritual community born out of LGBTQIA+ Appalachia
QUEERFULLY and WONDERFULLY MADE!
“I praise you for I am fearsomely and wonderfully made.” 
Psalm 139:14

Easter 3 Sunday
April 19th, 2026	

Prelude	Paul W., musician		


Gathering Song    Amazing Grace   Paul W., musician

Amazing Grace! (how sweet the sound)
That saved a soul like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was bound, but now I’m free.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed.

When we've been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we first begun.

Amazing Grace! (how sweet the sound)
That saved a soul like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was bound, but now I’m free.

Invocation	Christine W,  liturgist
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We gather on the road. We come seeking your presence.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We come with open hearts and broken hearts, faithfulness and questions.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We lift our eyes for your help and for your hope. Help us to see.
         Come, Holy Spirit. Come any way you want. Just come. Amen

Worship Songs	Rev. Pressley S., musician
1. Above all powers, Above all Kings 
Above all nature, and all created things
Above all wisdom, and works of human hands
You were here before the world began

Above all kingdoms, Above all thrones
Above all wonders this world has ever known
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth
There's no way to measure what you're worth

Crucified, laid behind a stone
You lived to die, rejected and alone
Like a rose, trampled on the ground             
You took the fall, and thought of me 
Above all

2. You have my heart and I am Yours forever
You are my strength, God of grace and power

And everything, you hold in your hand
Still you make time for me, I can’t understand

So I’ll praise you God of earth and sky
How beautiful is your unfailing love, unfailing love
And you never change, God, you remain the Holy One
And my unfailing love, unfailing love

You are my rock, the one I hold on to
You are my song, and I’ll sing for You

(back to “And everything…)


3. I will bless You, God, forever 
I will trust You at all times 
You have delivered me from all fear 
You have set my feet upon a rock 

I will not be moved 
And I`ll say of my God: 
 
You are my shield, my strength, my portion, deliverer 
My shelter, strong tower, my very present help in time of need 
   
Whom have I in heaven but You 
There`s none I desire besides You 
 
You have made me glad 
And I`ll say of the Lord 
 
You are my shield, my strength, my portion, deliverer 
My shelter, strong tower, my very present help in time of need

Community Prayers		 Sharilyn S. M. Div., liturgist
Please share your prayer requests. After each, we will say the following response:
One: God, in your compassion,
All: Hear our prayers.

Jesus’ Prayer
	Our Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin_dom come, your 		 will be done on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kin_dom, the power, and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen

Reading          Luke 24:13-35            Elaine R., lector   
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.

And he said to them, "What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?" They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, "What things?" They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.”

Then he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over." So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”

Response	  The Garden		Paul W., musician
1. I come to the garden alone,
While the dew is still on the roses;
And the voice I hear, falling on my ear,
Your heart, O Christ, discloses.

Refrain:
And You walk with me, and You talk with me,
And You tell me I am Your own,
And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None other has ever known.

2. You speak, and the sound of Your voice
Is so sweet the birds hush their singing;
And the melody that You gave to me
Within my heart is ringing. [Refrain]

4. I'd stay in the garden with You
Tho' the night around me be falling;
But You bid me go; thro' the voice of woe,
Still Your voice to me is calling. [Refrain]	

Reading	Bird Wings by Rumi	        Erik W., lector
Your grief for what you’ve lost lifts a mirror
up to where you are bravely working.

Expecting the worst, you look, and instead,
here’s the joyful face you’ve been wanting to see.

Your hand opens and closes, and opens and closes.
If it were always a fist or always stretched open,
you would be paralyzed.

Your deepest presence is in every small contracting and expanding,
the two as beautifully balanced and coordinated 
as bird wings.

Response	Christ Arose!		Paul W., musician
1. Low in the grave he lay,
Jesus, my Savior,
Waiting the coming day,
Jesus my Lord

(Chorus)
Up from the grave he arose
With a mighty triumph o’er his foes
He arose a victor from the dark domain
And he lives forever with the saints to reign
He arose! He arose!
Halleluia! Christ arose!

2. Vainly they watch his bed
Jesus, myself  Savior
Vainly they seal the dead
Jesus my Lord (to chorus)

3. Death cannot keep his prey
Jesus, my savior
He tore the bars away
Jesus, my Lord (to chorus)

Sermon	I Will Never Leave You Nor Forsake You	Rev. Pressley S., preacher


Offertory	I Will Change Your Name		Paul W., musician
I will change your name
You shall no longer be called
Wounded, outcast, lonely or afraid
 
I will change your name
Your new name shall be
Confidence, joyfulness, overcoming one
Faithfulness, friend of God
One who seeks My face


Communion       Rev. Dr. Joan S., celebrant              Jori B., acolyte
C: God is with you.  All: And also with you
C: Let us open our hearts. All: We open them to God
C: Let us give God thanks and praise All: It is a good and joyful thing to do

Sanctus:
Santo, santo, santo
Mi corazón te adora
Mi corazón sabe decir
Santo eres tú

Holy, Holy, Holy
My heart, my heart adores you
My heart knows how to say to you 
You are holy, God

Announcements      Rev. Pressley S., liturgist              
Dining Out For Life, April 30th, to benefit Western North Carolina AIDS Project. For a list of participating restaurants, please visit http://wncap.org.

Benediction	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist  
All will be well and all will be well
And all manner of thing will be well
All will be well. Be well.

All: Go out with peace. Go out with kindness. Go out with Love,
One: In the name of the Creator, Christ, Comforter, and All that are Wise and Good. 
All: Amén/Amen
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