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A spiritual community born out of LGBTQIA+ Appalachia
QUEERFULLY and WONDERFULLY MADE!
“I praise you for I am fearsomely and wonderfully made.” 
                                                                                                Psalm 139:14

Easter 6 Sunday
May 10th, 2026	

Prelude	              Paul Wolfe, musician

Welcome and Protocol Honoring Home       Rev. Pressley S., liturgist
All:	We bless these mountains in which we gather, and all the animals, plants, and 			      elements for whom this is home; 
	We bless all who have walked this land and called this place home long before us;
	We bless and honor Congregation Beth Israel for sharing their home with us; 
	And we pray that we will be a blessing in this place. 
	May peace be among us. Amen.		



Gathering Song    This is the Day             Paul W. And Sharilyn S., musicians

This is the day (this is the day)
that our God has made (that our God has made)
Let us rejoice (Let us rejoice)
 and be glad in it (and be glad in it)

This is the day that our God has made
Let us rejoice and be glad in it
This is the day (this is the day)
that our God has made

Invocation	Rev. Pressley S.,  liturgist
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We gather in the sanctuary. We come seeking your presence.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We come with open hearts and broken hearts, faithfulness and questions.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We lift our eyes for your help and for your hope. Help us to see.
         Come, Holy Spirit. Come any way you want. Just come. Amen


Reading	    John 14:15-21        Elaine R., lector		
"If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
And I will ask the Parent, and God will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees her nor knows her. You know her because she abides with you, and she will be in you.
I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.
In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Parent, and you in me, and I in you.
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Parent, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.
Let us hear Living Words.       Thanks be to God.


Response	We Are the Church Alive!	Paul W. And Sharilyn S., musicians
We are the Church Alive,
Christ's presence on this earth
We give God's Spirit body in
The act of our new birth.
As yielded open channels
For God's descending dove,
We shout and sing, With joy we bring
God's all-inclusive love.

We are the Church Alive,
Our faith has set us free;
No more enslaved by guilt and shame,
We live our liberty!
We follow Christ's example
And freedom now proclaim,
Destroying myths of doubt and fear
In Jesus' mighty name. 

We are the Church Alive,
The body must be healed;
Where strife has bruised and battered us,
God's wholeness is revealed.
Our mission is an urgent one;
In strength and health let's stand, 
So that our witness to God's light
Will shine through every land. 

We are the Church Alive,
All praise to God on high!
Creator, Savior, Comforter!
We laud and magnify
Your name, almighty God of love;
Pray give us life, that we
May be your church, the Church Alive,
For all eternity.

Reading   
Excerpts from Our Passion for Justice and Touching Our Strength by Carter Heyward
Susan P., lector	
Love is a choice — not simply, or necessarily, a rational choice, but rather a willingness to be present to others without pretense or guide. Love is a conversion to humanity — a willingness to participate with others in the healing of a broken world and broken lives. Love is the choice to experience life as a member of the human family, a partner in the dance of life….

If we are to live with our feet on the ground, in touch with reality, we must help one another accept the fact that we who are christian are heirs to a body-despising, woman-fearing, sexually repressive religious tradition. If we are to continue as members of the church, we must challenge and transform it at the root. What is required is more than simply a "reformation." I am speaking of revolutionary transformation. Nothing less will do.
Let us hear Living Words.       Thanks be to God.

Response	 When Israel Camped in Sinai	         Paul W. And Christine W., musicians
When Israel camped in Sinai, then Moses heard from God:
“This message tell my people, and give them this, my word:
From Egypt I was with you, and carried on my wing,
The whole of your great nation from slavery I did bring.

Just like a mother eagle, who helps her young to fly,
I am a mother to you, your needs will I supply;
And you are a as my children, the ones who hear my voice,
I am a mother to you, the people of my choice.”

If God is like an eagle who helps her young to fly,
And God is also Father, what then of you and I?
We have no fear of labels, we have no fear of roles—
If God’s own being blends them, we seek the selfsame goals.

Our God is not a woman, our God is not a man,
Our God is both and neither, our God is I Who Am.
From all the roles that bind us, our God has set us free.
What freedom does God give us? The freedom just to be.


Sermon	 Mothering Day: Time to ‘Fess Up	Rev. Pressley S., preacher

Community Prayers		 Sharilyn S., M.Div., liturgist
Please share your prayer requests. After each, we will say the following response:
One: God, in your compassion,
All: Hear our prayers.

Jesus’ Prayer
	Our Mother who lives within us, we celebrate your many names.
	Your wisdom come, your will be done, unfolding from the depths within us.
	Each day you give us all that we need.
	You remind us of our strengths, and we embrace them.
	You support us in our power, and we act with courage.
	For you are the dwelling place within us,
	the empowerment around us,
	and the celebration among us, now and forevermore. Amen

Offertory	We Are One in the Spirit      Paul W. And Sharilyn S., musicians
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in Her Word
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in Her Word
And we pray that all unity may one may one day be restored
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand
And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

We will work with each other, we will work side by side
We will work with each other, we will work side by side
And we’ll guard each one’s dignity, and save each other’s pride
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love

Communion       Rev. Dr. Joan S., celebrant              Jori B., acolyte
C: God is with you.  All: And also with you
C: Let us open our hearts. All: We open them to God
C: Let us give God thanks and praise All: It is a good and joyful thing to do

Sanctus:
Santo, santo, santo
Mi corazón te adora
Mi corazón sabe decir
Santo eres tú



Holy, Holy, Holy
My heart, my heart adores you
My heart knows how to say to you 
You are holy, God




Announcements      Rev. Pressley S., liturgist  
Book Group, Anam Cara by John O’Donohue, Ch. 3, Tuesday, 7:30pm on Zoom  
Pride Organizing Meeting, Sunday May 17th directly after church      

Benediction	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist  
All will be well and all will be well
And all manner of thing will be well
All will be well. Be well.

All: Go out with peace. Go out with kindness. Go out with Love,
One: In the name of the Creator, Christ, Comforter, and All that are Wise and Good. 
All: Amén/Amen
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