Mountain Spirit Metropolitan Community Church[image: Image][image: Image] 
A spiritual community born out of LGBTQIA+ Appalachia
QUEERFULLY and WONDERFULLY MADE!
“I praise you for I am fearsomely and wonderfully made.” 
Psalm 139:14

Easter 4 Sunday
April 26th, 2026	

Welcome and Protocol Honoring Home       Christine W., liturgist
All:	We bless these mountains in which we gather, and all the animals, plants, and 			      elements for whom this is home; 
	We bless all who have walked this land and called this place home long before us;
	We bless and honor Congregation Beth Israel for sharing their home with us; 
	And we pray that we will be a blessing in this place. 
	May peace be among us. Amen.		


Gathering Song    Amazing Grace             Rev. Pressley S. And Christine W., musician

Amazing Grace! (how sweet the sound)
That saved a soul like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was bound, but now I’m free.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed.

When we've been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we first begun.

Amazing Grace! (how sweet the sound)
That saved a soul like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was bound, but now I’m free.

Invocation	Christine W,  liturgist
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We gather on the road. We come seeking your presence.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We come with open hearts and broken hearts, faithfulness and questions.
One: God of Light and Love, Spirit and Earth, Life and Resurrection,
ALL: We lift our eyes for your help and for your hope. Help us to see.
         Come, Holy Spirit. Come any way you want. Just come. Amen

Reading		Erik W., lector
Poem for a Disciple Meeting Jesus as the Resurrected Christ for the First Time

In his left eye 
Which used to be soft brown with flecks of green forest
The color is now hard to define, darkness swirling with Mystery
More compelling than comforting, it offers a challenge:

There are things you are afraid of seeing
Things, that, if you do, will change you forever.

In his right eye 
Blues and prisms 
Metabolic Earth, the apple 
His, the keeping
Brimming with tears

Enough to sweep you out tumbling
Among the restless currents 
In the sea of all things

His voice used to have a soft cadence, strong and familiar
Now, when he opens his mouth to speak
Other frequencies are sensed more than heard

He is speaking with all that is, was, and will be
Well beyond your ears attuned to 
The bandwidth of human need 

It is a shock to realize that he was never only ours

There is comfort in his body 
That well-beloved frame
Something to hold onto  
As you wish to hold onto 
All whom you have loved

In the blink of a celestial eye 
With a tear of joy
He kisses and leaves you 
With the gift of embracing yourself
Seen and changed
Unafraid and not alone
Loved, loving and sent


Response	 On Eagle’s Wings	   Rev. Pressley S. And Christine W., musicians

1. You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
 Who abide in God’s shadow for life,
 Say to the Lord:"My refuge,
 My rock in whom I trust!"
 
[Chorus]
     And God will raise you up on eagle's wings,
     Bear you on the breath of dawn,
     Make you to shine like the sun,
     And hold you in the palm of God’s hand.
 
 2. The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
 And famine will bring you no fear;
 Under God’s wings your refuge,
 God’s faithfulness your shield [Back to Chorus]
 
 3. You need not fear the terror of the night,
 Nor the arrow that flies by day;
 Though thousands fall around you,
 Near you it shall not come. [Back to Chorus]
 
4. For to the angels God’s given a command,
 To guard you in all of your ways;
 Upon their hands they will bear you up,
 Lest you dash your foot against a stone
[Back to Chorus]

Community Prayers		 Rev. Dr. Joan S., liturgist
Please share your prayer requests. After each, we will say the following response:
One: God, in your compassion,
All: Hear our prayers.

Jesus’ Prayer
	Our Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin_dom come, your 		 will be done on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kin_dom, the power, and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen

Reading          John 10:1-10            Susan P., lector   
Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers."

Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.
All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly."

Response	  Be Not Afraid		Rev. Pressley S. And Christine W., musicians
1. You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst.
You shall wander far in safety, though you do not know the way.
You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand.
You shall see the face of God and live.

(Chorus)
Be not afraid, I go before you always.
Come follow me, and I will give you rest.

2. If you pass through raging waters, in the sea you shall not drown.
If you walk among the burning flames, you shall not be harmed.
If you stand before the pow'r of hell, and death is at your side,
Know that I am with you through it all. (Chorus)

3. Blessed are your poor, for the Kin_dom will be theirs,
Blest are you who weep and mourn, for one day you shall laugh,
And if wicked ones insult and hate you, all because of me,
Blessed-blessed, are you (Chorus)
	

Sermon	 The Gate	Rev. Pressley S., preacher

Offertory	I Will Change Your Name	Rev. Pressley S. And Christine W, musicians
I will change your name
You shall no longer be called
Wounded, outcast, lonely or afraid
 
I will change your name
Your new name shall be
Confidence, joyfulness, overcoming one
Faithfulness, friend of God
One who seeks My face


Communion       Sharilyn S., M.Div., celebrant              Jori B., acolyte
C: God is with you.  All: And also with you
C: Let us open our hearts. All: We open them to God
C: Let us give God thanks and praise All: It is a good and joyful thing to do

Sanctus:
Santo, santo, santo
Mi corazón te adora
Mi corazón sabe decir
Santo eres tú



Holy, Holy, Holy
My heart, my heart adores you
My heart knows how to say to you 
You are holy, God




Announcements      Rev. Pressley S., liturgist  
+ Book Group, Anam Cara by John O’Donohue, Ch. 2., Tuesday, 7:30pm on Zoom        
Dining Out For Life, April 30th, to benefit Western North Carolina AIDS Project. For a list of participating restaurants, please visit http://wncap.org.

Benediction	Rev. Pressley S., liturgist  
All will be well and all will be well
And all manner of thing will be well
All will be well. Be well.

All: Go out with peace. Go out with kindness. Go out with Love,
One: In the name of the Creator, Christ, Comforter, and All that are Wise and Good. 
All: Amén/Amen
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