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Pa’lante: The Long Way Forward represents a lifetime of experience coming to America as an immigrant,
building community connections, and honing life encounters into a guiding blueprint of fourteen principles
for purposeful living. It will attract self-help readers looking to solidify and incorporate such ideals into their
own lives.

The blend of memoir, philosophical and social reflection, and self-help guidelines creates a story replete
with powerful (and empowering) messages:

| come from a country scarred by civil war. | come from a family that faced circumstances many people
don’t survive. | come from a lineage of resilience, sacrifice, and stubborn hope. And the truth is:
acknowledging that didn’t imit me. It grounded me. Our beginnings are not curses — they’re context. And
context is power.

Boxed, large-print headlines of ideas and applications make it easy to absorb the contentions and main
points, while each reflection is accompanied by actionable ideas for reinforcing those principles in one’s
own life.

The impact of Elvis Rivera’s philosophical and social analysis cements all these points into a vivid account
that will hit thinking readers hard:

Coming from where | come from, | can’t separate my own success from the conditions that shaped me. |
can’t ignore the communities | grew up in, the people | watched struggle, or the barriers that once made the
simplest opportunities feel out of reach. Success that only benefits you is not legacy — it’s isolation.

Suffice it to say that Pa’lante: The Long Way Forward’s guiding light is needed today more than ever. Its
ability to connect the dots between personal experience, community advocacy and action, and the impact
of opting for safety by remaining silent offers rarely-seen opportunities for book clubs and reading groups
to debate some important points about becoming more socially connected and involved:

Growing up undocumented, you learn early that silence is safety. You learn to observe rather than speak.
You learn that attention can be dangerous, that visibility can have consequences.... But every time | silenced
myself, a piece of me stayed small. | didn’t fully understand the power of my voice until | used it to advocate
for others — for my community, for young professionals of color, for immigrants, for families who lacked
access, for people whose stories mirrored my own. | realized my voice wasn’t a risk — it was leverage. It
created movement. It opened doors. It shook the rooms that needed shaking.

Librarians should consider Pa’lante: The Long Way Forward not just an essential collection addition, but one
which can be highly and repeatedly recommended for patrons seeking discourses on community
empowerment.

Elvis Rivera’s unique ability to delineate the path forward away from fear, repression, and victimization
makes Pa’lante: The Long Way Forward not just a standout, but a call to action and personal transformation.




