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“The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.” - Proverbs 16:9

Waiting on God’s Timing

T. M. Dinkins
Kings County Publisher

Coach Buckey Kroeze waited on God for seven years before the Central Valley Christian
girls varsity volleyball team won the state championship.

We want to congratulate Coach
Kroeze and CVC on winning
the state championship! This
year the CVC girls Varsity team
was Valley Champs, Southern
Section D-III Champs and D-III
California State Champs.
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Nativity

PAGE 5

Defending
Christian
Healthcare
Workers in
Oregon

Julia Terrazas

 P8

Artistic
Director

Bethel
Ballet They are also the first girl's volleyball

team to win a State Championship in
Tulare County. This accomplishment
came about by the grace of God and
by the hard work of the athletes and
coaches.

Coach Kroeze answered some ques-
tions about their historic season. As I
went over his answers I was struck by
how he has been praying for a result
like this for many years. When asked
about the remarkable outcome he
wrote, “I  think this season was
providence. I prayed for an outcome
like this season several years ago
and we got extremely close a few times
but that prayer wasn't answered until
this year.”

Can you tell us what made this team
so special?

They are a great group of girls that
really epitomized the word, Team.

Whether they were on the court or
cheering from the sidelines, they were
rooting their team on.  They were very
encouraging to one another and just a
very humble and grateful group of girls.
We've had a lot of talented players in
the past but what made this so spe-
cial was that there really wasn't a single
standout, there were 6 players that
played as a team on the court and ev-
ery player on our roster helped con-
tribute to what they achieved.  That
hasn't been the case in recent years.

Can you tell us the names of the play-
ers and how many of the students
were seniors and how many were on
the team?
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CALENDAR OF EVENTSKINGS
COUNTY

.........................................ValleyViews

Grace Bible Church
Hanford - Indoor Games at
Lemoore Rec - 11:00 am

Grasping God’s Word class
at South Valley Community
Church - 6:30 pm

Fundamentals of the Faith
at Grace Bible Church
Hanford - 6:30 pm

Fresno County Blossom
Trail Opening Ceremony
- 8:00 am - Sanger, CA

2025 World Ag Expo -
Tulare, CA

Marriage Matters Date
Night - Grace Bible Church
Hanford - 6:30 pm

Shepherds Conference
 in Sun Valley, CA

18th Annual Webber
Realty Car Show -
8:00 am - Sanger

For the Valley Conference
at Grace Church of the
Valley in Kingsburg

Cars on K Street  in
Tulare, CA - 9:00 am

 Kingsburg Chamber
Car Show - 9:00 am

Resurrection Sunday -
He is Risen! He is
Risen Indeed!

11-13



The Kings Countywww.ChristianNewsMagazine.comn n Page 3JANUARY,  2025

T.M. Dinkins: County Publisher

www.nogasinc.com

A Christian Growth Plan

The book of Ephesians has been
called “The Believer’s Bank”
because it has such a wealth of
helpful teaching and illustra-
tions for Christians to draw
from. Ephesians 4:14-16 gives
us three expectations for how
believers are to grow in Christ.
Paul’s argument for Christian growth
starts in verse 7, where he writes,
“But grace was given to each one of
us according to the measure of
Christ’s gift.” Jesus Christ is the
source of the gifts that are given to
those in the church. The purpose of
these gifts is for each believer to grow
and mature in Christlikeness. If you
follow Paul’s line of thought in the
passage it becomes clear that believ-
ers are to grow by being equipped by
the leaders of the church (Eph. 4:11)
and by other believers in the church
(Eph. 4:12). The end goal is for each
believer to “attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to mature manhood, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ.” (Eph. 4:13)

The apostle Paul’s point ends with
three expectations for how each be-
liever is to grow in Christlikeness. The
first is that each believer will grow in
discernment. This can be seen in
verse 14, which says, “so that we may
no longer be children, tossed to and
fro by the waves and carried about
by every wind of doctrine, by human
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful
schemes.” Paul understood that a
Christian cannot grow if he is unsure
of what the Bible teaches. This would
be like a plant that gets choked out
by weeds and thorns. A believer’s
growth must be rooted in the word of
God. The best way to grow in faith is
to find a church that clearly teaches

whom the whole body, joined and held
together by every joint with which it is
equipped, when each part is working
properly, makes the body grow so that
it builds itself up in love.” (Eph. 4:16)
The idea is that Christian growth is
supposed to happen in the context of
a healthy local church. A healthy
church is like a healthy body. Each part
of the body is supposed to work prop-
erly to help the body function correctly
as a whole.

The local church is the gymnasium
of spiritual growth. The local church
family is where believers learn to use
their gifts. It is where they have lead-
ers who will equip them to use their
gifts more effectively. The church is
where each believer can play a vital
role in the health of the church. The
phrase “when each part is working
properly” means that each believer
needs to know what their gifts are.
Once they discover them, they are to
hone their skill. This is true whether it
is preaching, teaching, serving, en-
couraging, prayer, or helping with or-
ganization or administration. There are
many gifts and it can be eye-opening

for believers to realize that every
Christian has been given gifts to help
the church grow!

Ephesians 4:14-16 shows that God
expects all believers to be growing in
the context of the local church. Chris-
tians need to resist the temptation
to be isolated from each other. They
are to look for ways to serve each
other. This lines up very well with He-
brews 10:24-25, which says, “And let
us consider how to stir up one another
to love and good works, not neglect-
ing to meet together, as is the habit
of some, but encouraging one an-
other, and all the more as you see
the Day drawing near.”

My prayer is that believers will read
this article and be motivated to be-
come more involved in their local
church. This will help them grow in
Godliness and it will help the church
grow in maturity as well.

Pastor Tim Dinkins serves at Grace
Bible Church in Hanford. He can be
reached with questions and
comments at:
timothydinkins@gmail.com

Christ & Common Sense
the sufficiency of Scripture and the
time-tested doctrine of Christianity.
This will clear up any confusion the
believer may have so he will be able
to mature in Godliness and under-
standing.

The second expectation for a
Christian’s growth in Ephesians
4:14-16 is that the believer must
grow in Christ. A Christian shouldn’t
spend time trying to become a dis-
ciple of a specific pastor or teacher.
He or she should always be interested
in becoming more like Christ.
Ephesians 4:15 says, “Rather, speak-
ing the truth in love, we are to grow
up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ.” Jesus Christ is the
head of the church. The body is to
grow and mature to become more like
him. The way this is done is by broth-
ers and sisters in Christ learning to
“speak the truth in love” to one an-
other.

The third expectation for a
Christian’s growth is that each Chris-
tian will be built up by the local church.
Paul returns to the image of the
church as a body. He writes, “from
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As Managing Partner of
Swenson Advisors, Steve
Austin manages audit, SEC,
Sarbanes-Oxley and business
consulting engagements with a
focus on technology, manufactur-
ing, service, real estate, social me-
dia, and non-profit organizations.
Prior to Swenson Advisors, he was
an audit partner with Price
Waterhouse and McGladrey &
Pullen, LLP, serving both private
and public companies.

Steve is the author of the book
“Rise of the New Ethics Class”
and has written articles published
in the Journal of Accountancy. He
is a frequent worldwide speaker on
accounting, ethics and corporate
governance issues.

In addition to being on the Glo-
bal Board of Integra Interna-
tional, an international associa-
tion of accounting firms, Steve
also serves widely on various pub-
lic, private, and not-for-profit
boards and committees. He is
Chairman of the Swenson
Children’s Foundation, a faith-
based organization whose mission
is to provide physical and educa-
tional resources to improve the
lives of children and families

Steve holds a BS degree from
Bob Jones University and an MBA
from the University of Georgia. In
2020 he was named Bob Jones
University’s Alumnus of the Year.

Biblical
Citizenship
Alive

Steve Austin
EMBRACING THE
BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE

Steve Austin,
Host

www.saveamernow.com/podcast/
biblical-citizenship-alive
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PJI represents Alison K. Lavelle-
Hayden, a respiratory therapist who
formerly worked at Legacy Health’s
Good Samaritan Hospital (Legacy) in

Portland. A practicing Seventh-day
Adventist, Lavelle-Hayden holds a
religious objection to receiving
COVID-19 vaccines due to their con-
nection to abortion.

After Legacy denied Lavelle-
Hayden’s request for a religious ex-
ception from Oregon’s requirement
that healthcare workers be vacci-
nated against COVID-19 at the
height of the pandemic – something
both Title VII and Oregon law al-
lowed – and subsequently fired her
for not receiving the vaccine,
Lavelle-Hayden applied for unem-
ployment benefits. For various rea-
sons, both Oregon’s Office of Admin-
istrative Hearings and the state’s
Employment Appeals Board (EAB)
denied Lavelle-Hayden benefits, cit-
ing misconduct on her part.

Oregon’s Court of Appeals over-
turned the EAB’s first ruling in
2023, finding that the EAB’s deci-
sion was not supported by substan-
tial evidence and remanding the

case to the EAB for further consid-
eration. After re-examining the evi-
dence, the EAB found new reasons
to deny Lavelle-Hayden unemploy-
ment benefits. Specifically, the EAB
held that Lavelle-Hayden’s beliefs
were not religious in nature – de-
spite both compelling evidence to
the contrary and Supreme Court rul-
ings overwhelmingly supporting her
position.
PJI’s Oregon-based staff attorney,
Ray D. Hacke, has petitioned the
Court of Appeals a second time and
is asking the court to reverse the
EAB’s decision again, this time with-
out remand. Oral arguments are
scheduled to take place in Lavelle-
Hayden’s case on Monday, Novem-
ber 18, at 9 a.m. via
videoconference.

“The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled
unequivocally on multiple occasions
that state employment benefit agen-
cies, such as the EAB, cannot pun-
ish workers who lose their jobs for
adhering to sincerely held religious
beliefs by denying them benefits,”
Hacke said. “The COVID-19 pan-
demic did not change that.”

“The EAB has tried to get around
this by pointing to evidence in the
record indicating that Ms. Lavelle-
Hayden’s beliefs aren’t truly reli-
gious, while ignoring overwhelming
evidence that her beliefs are, in fact,
rooted in religion, which is all that
the U.S. Constitution’s First Amend-
ment requires. Because Ms. Lavelle-
Hayden has easily met her minimal

burden on that point, we appealed.”

Lavelle-Hayden’s case has implica-
tions for healthcare workers nation-
wide who lost their jobs for not re-
ceiving COVID-19 vaccines on reli-
gious grounds and have had trouble
obtaining unemployment benefits
as a result.

“There is no place in government for
hostility toward religious beliefs –
none,” PJI President Brad Dacus
said. “The EAB’s repeated denials
of unemployment benefits to Alison
Lavelle-Hayden show overwhelming
anti-religious bias. As defenders of
religious freedom, we at PJI cannot
allow the EAB’s unconstitutional
actions to stand. We thus pray that
the Oregon Court of Appeals gets it
right a second time and awards Ms.
Lavelle-Hayden the unemployment
benefits to which she is constitu-
tionally entitled.”

PJI Takes on Oregon Again to Defend

SALEM, OR. – Pacific Jus-
tice Institute is headed back to
the Oregon Court of Appeals
for Round 2 in its fight for a
Christian health- care worker
who was denied unemploy-
ment benefits on multiple oc-
casions after declining to
receive a COVID-19 vaccine.

Christian Healthcare Worker Denied Benefits

“Publisher’s update: On December
18, 2024 the Oregon court of
appeals awarded unemployment
benefits to Alison K. Lavelle-
Hayden.”

www.PacificJustice.org

Contact Us!
If you are experiencing
an urgent legal matter,
or if CPS is requesting
to interview you or your
children, please
contact us immediately
at: (916) 800-6993.

We’re the HOMExperts
Team of Professionals

nDecks and fences
nTree Service
nPainting
nPower washing
nLandscaping
nDoors / Windows

Outside The Home Inside The Home

www.HOMExperts.Solution
Call 559-272-0581

The Switch to Solar is the
way to save MONEY!
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Living Nativity
IN ARMONA

T.M. Dinkins: County Publisher

Thankfully, there is a family-
friendly event that is focused on re-
minding people of what actually took
place at the birth of Christ. It is the
Living Nativity drive thru located at

14341 Hanford Armona Rd in
Armona.

Pastor Ken McMillan of Armona
Central Church told me the church
has been providing the Living
Nativity to the community for four
years. The original idea was to give
people an experience of what it would
have been like to walk down the
streets of Bethlehem on the night the
Christ child was born.

Do you ever get tired of
seeing Santa, snowmen
and the Grinch crowding
out the true meaning of
Christmas?

The living nativity requires exten-
sive planning, generous donations
of animals and supplies, and a
small army of volunteers. This year
close to ninety people volunteered
to act as Roman soldiers, wise men,
shepherds, Caesar Augustus,
angels, and Mary and Joseph. Cars
enter the nativity on Hanford-Armona
road and follow a two-lane path that
starts with Caesar’s
decree and ends with the birth of
Christ.

Pastor Ken described how the
event has grown every year. This
year they added a donkey and a
grain millstone, wise men, and a dra-
matic appearance of an angel on top
of a two story tower! The living nativ-
ity is hosted on land that is owned
by the church. In the future the
church is hoping to build a new
sanctuary and a gymnasium that can
be used by the community.

When asked why he is investing in
the community, pastor McMillan said,
“I’m not doing it for myself. I want to
build this for my kids and
grandkids.”
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Waiting on God’s Timing

There were seventeen players and
four of them were seniors: Tara
Kroeze - Junior, Kate Verhoeven -
Junior, Jori Hughes - Junior, Ava
Gambini - Sophomore, Siena Shaffer
- Senior, Ella Burton - Senior, Emerson
Kroeze - Sophomore  Madyson
Hastings - Senior, Ella DeJonge -
Junior, Ally Lane - Junior, Claire Phillips
- Junior, Lola Highstreet - Senior,
Cooper Piepgrass - Junior, Emma
Mihalcin - Junior, Caroline Mihalcin -
Freshman, Abigail Heeringa - Junior,
Wren Graham - Sophomore

It would be great to know how long
the head coach has been coaching
at CVC and what the record of the
team was this season.

This is my seventh season as Head
Coach.  Our overall record was 38-9
and we set a new school record for
the most wins in a single season for
Volleyball.

If possible, was there a specific
game or two that were especially
difficult? How did the team manage
to overcome the difficulties
and persevere to the end?

Our Valley Championship game was
one of our toughest matches against
San Joaquin Memorial.  They were a
great team that had some very
athletic outside hitters that were tough
to stop. We ultimately made fewer
errors than they did which allowed us
to win.  We were able to connect with
our middles better than them and our
team ultimately passed the ball bet-
ter than they did.

We had two very competitive regional
playoff matches, one against Point
Loma from San Diego and the other
match against, El Dorado from
Placentia.  With both matches, they
had two powerful outside hitters that
could score.  We were just able to pass

the ball better than both of those
teams and ultimately committed fewer
errors.  As I said, we really didn't have
a specific standout, there were six
players that really pulled it together to
play as a unit and win in all of those
tough matches.
Who was the final game against and
where did they play?

Our final match was against, Monta
Vista from San Francisco.  The final
match was played at Santiago Canyon
College in Orange, Ca.
Were there any injuries on the team
during the season?

No, thankfully we stayed healthy
throughout the entire season.  Some
bumps and bruises along the way but
thankfully no major injuries to speak
of.
Joshua 1:9 says, "Have I not com-
manded you be strong and coura-
geous, do not be terrified, do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God
will be with you wherever you go."
How did the faith of the students on
the team make a difference during
the year?

I think this season was providence.  I
prayed for an outcome like this sea-
son several years ago and we got ex-
tremely close a few times but that
prayer wasn't answered until this year.
We did devotions each week to help
bring our team together.  There wasn't
anything that sticks out, just that the
team was active in their faith through-
out the entire season.  We discussed
a few times about God's will and if it
was just that, then we are at peace
about the outcome.

Are any of the students planning on
returning to play next year? Are any
of the players going to be playing in
college?

All but four players are expected to
return.  Yes, as of right now, there is
one player that recently committed to
play volleyball at Fresno Pacific Univer-
sity, Lola Highstreet and we are very
excited for her.
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Faith in ACTION

By: T.M. Dinkins

Julia Terrazas
Artistic Director
Bethel Ballet

It would be great to know how Bethel
Ballet started. What led the owner/di-
rector to start it and how did it begin?

Amy Rees started Bethel Ballet
Academy in 2004 after Miss Jeanne's
school closed. Miss Jeanne taught Amy and

Amy wanted to continue to provide Ballet training to the Hanford area. Our
goal has always been to provide a safe, Godly environment for young people
to learn ballet without the toxic environment that secular ballet tends to build.
Bethel means "House of God" and not only did Amy want to create a sacred
house for the worship of God, she wanted each and every student to view
their bodies as the temple of the Holy Spirit as well. Our goal is to train them in
the pursuit of excellence while glorifying God with the creativity and talent He
has gifted them.

Can you let us know how long you have been the artistic director of Bethel
Ballet (is that the right title?) Also, how did you first become connected with
the group?

I have officially carried the title of Artistic Director for two years now. I started
dancing with Bethel Ballet in 2004 when I was 3 years old. All of my older
siblings danced with Amy at Miss Jeanne's School and stayed with Amy when
she opened Bethel Ballet. I started as a Teacher's Assistant (TA) in high school
and worked up the ranks as a teacher starting with the youngest age group
and working my way up.

What is your favorite part of working with the students?

I love everything about them! Every age group has its own humor, logic,
learning style, and dedication. I can't tell you how many times they've made
me laugh, made up their own words to go with my French, or given me an
entirely new perspective on something I've been teaching for years. My
favorite thing is the bonds we create. I have lifelong friends from my time at
Bethel and I still talk to students who have long moved on from ballet. Having
those bonds and also getting to witness my students find those relationships
in each other is the most fulfilling thing I can imagine. There is so much love
and support throughout the entire studio. We pray for each other, support and
encourage each other, and show Christ's love to each other.

The Nutcracker is always a special performance. How many years have you
been presenting the ballet and why is it so popular?

Amy did Nutcrackers in 2006-2008  and then had to pause to build up her
new studio. We started full-scale Nutcrackers again in 2019. In the space
between those times, we had a small touring company called Coram Deo that
toured schools and rest homes in the area and did excerpts from Nutcracker
as well as worship pieces.

Nutcracker in itself is iconic. Even people who know nothing about ballet know
about the Nutcracker. It's up there with Swan Lake and Giselle. I think the
reason it's so popular is because it feels like part of the Christmas season. We
get a tree, we sing carols, and we hear the Sugar Plum Variation music playing
in the department stores. Going out to your local theatre and seeing local kids
perform such a classic is an excellent Christmas tradition, I think.

How many students and coaches are involved in the performance? How
long does it take to prepare for it?

Amy is not only our owner and executive director but also our seamstress.
She and I start working on preparing casting, choreography, and costumes
as early as April. We usually announce casting and start working with the
students in October. We have 3 other teachers on staff and lots of parent
volunteers helping by December to get everything in place. There are so
many moving parts and we would not be able to run this show without all our
amazing staff and volunteers.

The parents are very involved in the rehearsals and preparation. What is it
like to work with such a great group of parents?

I could sit here and give you a list a mile long of all the parents who have
helped me this year. Many of the parents I've known for years but, just as
many, I've only just met, and they all support our studio so well. Everyone is so
willing to step in when we need them, roll with the punches when something
inevitably goes wrong, and sacrifice their time to help in small ways. So many
of our families are military, have other kids in other extracurriculars, or live
outside of Hanford, but each and every one of them is still present with us.

Our culture does not support modesty in young women. Why does Bethel
Ballet choose to use modest costumes and uplifting performances?

It is so important to us to protect our students. We want to keep them safe
and comfortable. We are called to be like Christ and be an example of Christ
to others. We are told to be humble and quiet, not to flaunt and be flashy. We
choose modesty so the focus can be on the story behind the dancing, not on
the dancers' bodies. We believe that dance truly gets cheapened when the
technique or the costumes get sexualized. There is such a push from our
current culture to hypersexualize dance children and we absolutely want to
create an intentionally different counter-culture dance space that is God-hon-
oring. We want to encourage students to be like Daniel, to stand out and not
be afraid to clash with the culture.

The Bible refers to both internal and external beauty (1 Pt. 3:3-4). Why is it
so important to emphasize both types of beauty?

We are made in God's image, therefore we are beautiful in his eyes. There is
no need to deny that we are beautiful when he made us to be that way.
Internal beauty is that much more important because it is our spirit-- our
kindness, our love for others, our joy in the Lord, our patience and grace with
each other when we make mistakes-- that shines our light to the Lord and
leads others to Christ. Bethel Ballet strives for excellence in our craft to praise
God with the gifts he gave us, and shine a light on what God made in us.
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Student Spotlight

By: T.M. Dinkins

Lola Highstreet
Senior CVC
What is it like playing volleyball at
Central Valley Christian?

Playing volleyball at CVC is awesome.
Being on an athletic team at a small
school gives you many opportunities
to get to know your teammates well.
You are able to build a relationship
with your teammates on and off the
court. The support that we get from
everyone around us at CVC is
amazing and they are always there to
show their support and cheer us on.

God has given you a unique set of
skills for playing volleyball. How does

your relationship with God help you
in life and in sports?

My relationship with God helps me in
life and in sports in many ways. In life
there are many things that come my
way. Even in sports, if something
doesn't go the way you want it you
need to trust God and know that he
has a plan for everything happening
in your life. God has given me these
gifts and I want to make sure that
I use them to honor and glorify
him whether I 'm on the court or
off the court.

You have some great coaches and
teammates. How have your coaches
helped you develop as a player?

Over the past three years, I have
learned a lot from my coaches and
they have shaped me into the athlete
I am today. My coaches are always

there to help and they are very
supportive. They have taught me
what it is like to be a leader on the
court and how to lead the team
well. They have also helped me by
spending many hours practicing and
putting in the work to become the best
that I can be.

You had a remarkable season! How
long have you played volleyball at
CVC? What has been a highlight or
one of your favorite games so far?

I have been playing volleyball at CVC
for the past four years. Starting out
on the freshman team I worked my

way up to varsity for the next three
years. I have enjoyed getting to play
volleyball with some of my really good
friends and creating new friendships
with people. One of my favorite games
was beating Fresno Christian in the 3rd
set of a very close game to win the
Redwood tournament.

Since you are in your senior year, what
are you hoping to do after graduating?
After graduating this year, I will attend
Fresno Pacific University to continue
my athletic and academic career and
major in Kinesiology.

You have a great family supporting
you. How has your family helped you
in life and in sports?

Coming from a big family that always
shows up and supports me is pretty
great. My family has helped me in
sports by taking me to practice, show-
ing up to games, traveling to tourna-
ments, encouraging me, and simply
just being there for me.

My family has helped me become the
best person that I can be and they
have taught me what it's like to
be someone who loves and lives
for Christ.

Do you have any advice for other ath-
letes in the valley who are wanting
to have a balanced academic, ath-
letic, and spiritual life?

My advice to other athletes is to
always keep God first and to make
sure to make time for all the impor-
tant things. Make time to spend
with God, make time to work on
homework, and study, and lastly
make sure that you enjoy playing
the sport that you're playing
because that's going to make the
process so much better.

Lola
Highstreet

Senior at
CVC

Thank you for Voting us the Best A/C
& Heating Company in Kings County!
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Highlights from the Pastors Dinner 2024
By: T.M. Dinkins

The Teaching. Pastor Scott Ardavanis
gave an insightful message on “The
Ministry of Love” from 1 Corinthians
13:4-8. He highlighted certain de-
scriptions of love that were especially
pertinent to our pastors.

The Food. The teaching provided an
excellent spiritual meal for our
couples, while the steak and chicken
dinner provided much needed suste-
nance for those present. Someone
said the steak was, “The best I’ve had
in the valley.” That is high praise con-
sidering how much meat is eaten here
in El Valle Central!

The Fellowship. I spoke with one
pastor who had never attended the
Pastors Dinner before. He said he and
his wife appreciated the camaraderie
they experienced at their table. They
were able to meet another couple for
the first time. This may seem like a
small benefit of the dinner, but it is
always striking how helpful it is for our
pastors to connect vis-à-vis at our
events. Relationships deepen when
we are able to communicate over a
shared meal.

The Worship. What a blessing to have
the GCV worship team lead us in

Central Valley Fellowship (CVF) finished out another encouraging year
with the annual Pastors dinner, which took place on Friday, Nov. 1,
2024 and was hosted by Grace Church of the Valley in Kingsburg. The
following description includes some of the highlights from the evening.

worship. I enjoyed singing a worship
song that was new to me, “There is a
Gospel” by Jonny Robinson and Rich
Thompson. It was also a treat to lis-
ten to Reuben and Natalie Woodfield
sing “Shepherd.”

The Festivities. As a fellow emcee, I
always appreciate when someone can
help break the ice by introducing ways
for the couples to interact. This year
was no exception as our energetic host
challenged each person to take some

of the merchandise, books, and even
extra flowers with them. Andy
Woodfield also encourage us to meet
new people at the event, which was a
great way to help strengthen friend-
ships at the dinner.

Central Valley Fellowship (CVF) is an
association of pastors and missionar-
ies bound together by love for the Liv-
ing Word, the Master, our Lord Jesus,
the church for which He died, and the
bold proclamation of the exposited
written word. The Fellowship’s
purpose is to support the mission
and leadership of the local church by
connecting and networking like-
minded pastors and missionaries
who share core biblical convictions of
doctrine and praxis.
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Kings County
Dining Guide

Celebrate Kings County
Dining Opportunities!
We have a lot to be proud of in Kings County dining,

from small eateries to the finest dining: cafe’s,

buffets, restaurants, and everything in between!

Why not visit us, and see for yourself?

“CALL US FOR ALL YOUR
CATERING NEEDS!” www.ravenjerky.com

www.CornerstoneCafeHanford.com
559-309-7414
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I’m Senator Mike
Morrell (ret.) and I’m
running for Chair of

the CAGOP and I
need your prayers

and financial
support to Turn

California Red Again!

YOU CAN HELP MAKE CALIFORNIA RED AGAIN:

As a husband, father, and grandfather I CARE
ABOUT CALIFORNIA:  I am an experienced busi-
nessman and a former California State Senator
and I have a plan to TURN CALIFORNIA RED
AGAIN. See my new book: The Road to
Restoring the Family, now available on Amazon.

Make Checks payable to:  Senator Mike
Morrell 4 Chair

Mail to: 5935 Moonstone Ave.
Cucamonga CA 91701

Stepping into the New Year with
Faith, Hope, and Purpose

The arrival of a new year is a
moment of renewal, reflec-
tion, and anticipation. For
Christians, it’s a time to cel-
ebrate God’s faithfulness in
the past and prepare our hearts for
His plans in the year ahead. Each year
is a gift from God, an opportunity to
grow in faith, serve others, and walk
more closely with Christ. As we step
into this new season, let us embrace
it with a sense of purpose and a deep
trust in the One who holds our future.

Reflecting on God’s Faithfulness

Before we charge ahead, it’s impor-
tant to pause and reflect on the ways

God has been faithful in our lives. The
Bible often calls us to remember
God’s deeds, as doing so strength-
ens our trust in Him. In Psalm 77:11-
12, the psalmist declares, “I will
remember the deeds of the Lord; yes,
I will remember your miracles of long
ago. I will consider all your works and
meditate on your mighty deeds.” Take
time to thank God for His provision,
protection, and guidance over the
past year. Even in the challenges, His
presence has been constant. Reflect-
ing on His faithfulness gives us confi-
dence to face the uncertainties of the
future. Write these reflections down,
and allow them to serve as a reminder
of His goodness in difficult moments.

Renewing Our Commitment to Christ

The new year offers a fresh start, and
as Christians, it’s an ideal time to re-
new our commitment to Christ. Jesus
invites us to abide in Him, for apart
from Him we can do nothing (John
15:5). This year, make it a priority to
deepen your relationship with Him
through regular prayer, Bible study,
and worship. Set aside distractions
and cultivate a heart that seeks Him
first. When our spiritual roots grow
deep, we can stand firm in any
season, drawing strength and wisdom
from our relationship with God.
Surround yourself with a supportive
community of believers who will en-
courage you in your walk with Christ.

Living Out Love and Service

The new year also calls us to live out
our faith through love and service.

Jesus commands us to love God and
love our neighbors (Matthew 22:37-
39). In a world often marked by
division and suffering, Christians are
called to be salt and light, bringing
hope and healing wherever we go.
Consider how you can use your time,
talents, and resources to bless
others this year. Whether it’s serving
in your local church, reaching out to
the marginalized, or simply showing
kindness in everyday interactions,
your actions can reflect Christ’s love
and make an eternal impact. In
doing so, we fulfill the call to be His
ambassadors in a world that desper-
ately needs His grace and truth.

Trusting God for the Future

Finally, let us approach the new year
with unwavering hope and trust in
God’s sovereignty. While we cannot
predict what the year will bring, we
know that God’s plans are good.
Jeremiah 29:11 reminds us, “For I
know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.” Even when
the path ahead seems uncertain, we
can walk in confidence, knowing that
God’s grace is sufficient and His
timing is perfect. Let us lay our
burdens, fears, and dreams at His
feet, trusting that He will lead us in
paths of righteousness.

As we journey into this new year, let
us commit to growing in faith, serving
with love, and trusting God’s plan. May

our hearts be filled with hope and joy
as we embrace each day as an
opportunity to glorify Him. With Christ
as our foundation, we can face the
future boldly, assured that He will
guide us every step of the way. Let us
rejoice in His unchanging love, step-
ping forward in faith to fulfill His
purpose in our lives.
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITYn

DRAN REESE President
Salt & Light Council

WHO IS THE SALT & LIGHT
COUNCIL?
We are a non-political, non-parti-
san 501c3, dedicated to promot-
ing biblical moral values in the
public sector. Further, we are a
coalition of cross-denominational
churches with active Salt & Light
Biblical Citizenship Ministries
working to rebuild our

Judeo-Christian heritage in
America.

We mobilize Christians at the
grassroots level, helping them to
live out their responsibility to
influence government and civic
affairs for good. History has clearly
shown that without a strong, godly
influence to overcome the natural
tendency toward evil, governmen-
tal authority will destroy God-given
rights, including the right to hear
and speak His truth.
We seek to love and care for all
of God’s people, transforming
hearts and minds through prayer,
education and action.

PRAY

EDUCATE

TAKE ACTION

SEE OUR WEBSITE AT:

www.saltandlightcouncil.org

AI for God's Kingdom:
Transforming Christian Ministry

In an era where technology continually redefines the way we live and work, artificial
intelligence (AI) is emerging as a transformative tool for Christian organizations, offering new ways to
enhance ministry and outreach. The question now is not whether AI has the potential to change the
landscape of ministry—but how Christian organizations can embrace it to further their mission.

Artificial intelligence is
no longer a futuristic
concept; it’s a reality!

Stefan Jungmichel - AI Lab - Biola University

AI has already demonstrated its
ability to revolutionize industries.
Amazon, for example, has used AI to
save an astounding 4,500 years of
developer work, while The Chosen,
the popular TV series based on the
life of Jesus, is now the most
translated show in history, with plans
to reach 600 languages through
AI-assisted technology.

For Christian ministries, these ad-
vancements offer a glimpse into
how AI could be harnessed to am-
plify impact and streamline op-
erations.

At Biola University, this vision has
led to the creation of two major ini-
tiatives: the AI Lab and the AI Studio.
The AI Lab focuses on the ethical use
of AI, conducting research and offer-
ing educational resources to ensure
Christian organizations can adopt AI
in alignment with biblical values.
Meanwhile, the AI Studio provides
practical, hands-on support to help

ministries and nonprofits develop
AI-driven solutions that meet their
specific needs. These initiatives
reflect Biola’s commitment to
helping Christians leverage AI to
further God's Kingdom.

The benefits of AI for Christian
organizations are clear. AI can handle
time-consuming administrative
tasks such as scheduling, data
processing, and content generation,
freeing up staff to focus on building
relationships and community. It can
also be used to brainstorm
innovative outreach strategies,
target specific audiences more
effectively, and manage donations
with greater precision.

However, the adoption of AI is not
without its challenges. Many within
the Christian community have
expressed concerns about whether
AI could replace human creativity or
detract from the personal nature of
ministry. Biola University takes these
concerns seriously, continuing to
research and explore the ethical
implications of AI’s role in the church.

While these are valid considerations,
Biola’s experts believe AI can
enhance, rather than diminish, our
God-given abilities to serve others.

This transformation is already under-
way, and the opportunities it offers
for Christian organizations are
profound. By embracing AI, ministries
can expand their reach and impact,
helping more people while remaining
true to their core values.

For those interested in learning how
to bring this technology into their
ministry, the AI Lab at Biola Univer-
sity is hosting a 1.5-hour workshop
on Saturday February 8th at 10 AM,
This will explore how AI can empower
Christian organizations. The event will
showcase practical ways to excel in
creating custom AI projects, content
creation, enhance donation manage-
ment, and more. Gain insights into
how AI can support your mission,
giving you more time to focus on
relationships and community-
building while letting AI handle the
background tasks.

Stefan Jungmichel
AI Lab-Biola University
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(559) 945-7460Family Ranch, Inc.
Farm Labor Contractor

Noelle@
ChristianNewsMagazine.com

We want to hear
from you. Send your
questions to: NOELLE

DEAR

God’s wisdom
SEEKING AFTER

DEAR NOELLE by Noelle B. Nightingale

Biblical Counsel for Christian Women

SEND IN YOUR LETTER TO:
Noelle@ChristianNewsMagazine.com

559-992-3213

Dear Noelle,

I like the church I’m going to. Everyone seems really nice, and the messages
are interesting. I’m just bothered that I hardly see any women doing
anything up front. It seems like the men do everything. I asked the pastor
about it, and he said that the Bible says that only men should be pastors. That
doesn’t seem fair. Does the Bible really say that?

— Confused

Dear “Confused,”
It’s good that you are asking questions about what the Bible says about the
roles of men and women in the church. I probably need more space to answer
this question than I can fit here, but I will do my best to point you to some
answers in the Bible. Remember, the Bible is God’s Word. God never makes
mistakes; His Word is always true, and His way is always best for us even if we
don’t fully understand it.

Before I answer your question, it is important to understand that God made
men and women differently and gave them different roles, but He also made
them to be equal in value because both are made in the image of God (Gen.
1:26-27). To see the different roles, we must look at Genesis 2, where there
is a beautiful description of how God formed Adam from the dust and then
breathed life into him (Gen. 2:7). God put Adam in the Garden of Eden to work
and keep it (Gen. 2:15). Then after God brought all of the animals to Adam to
be named, Adam realized that there was no one suitable for him. God said, “It
is not good for man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”
(Gen. 2:18) So God put Adam into a deep sleep and took a rib from his side to
fashion his wife Eve.

So we see that from the beginning of time, God gave man the task of taking
care of His world, and He gave woman the task of supporting her husband
and helping him to fulfill this responsibility. We know that these roles were
good because the Bible says that God saw all that He made, and it was very
good (Genesis 1:31).

Understanding that God made men and women equal in value but different
in roles is key to understanding what the Bible says about men and
women’s roles in both the church and in the home. In fact, the Bible
explains men and women’s roles in the church by pointing to God’s design
at creation (1 Tim. 2:13).

So, to answer your question: yes, the Bible does say that only men should be
pastors and elders in the church (1 Tim. 3:1-2; Titus 1:6)). In fact, God’s
specific instructions for the church go beyond this to say that women are not
to teach men in the church or to be in positions of authority over men (1 Tim.
2:12). This may be why you don’t see very many women up front on a Sunday
morning at your church. As a woman who does quite a bit of teaching (of
women and children) in my church, I can tell you that I have personally spent a
lot of time studying these passages to be certain of God’s instructions here.
And I can also tell you that I do not feel like it’s unfair that I don’t get to teach
men. In fact, I am thankful for the men that God has placed in leadership in
the church to teach the men. This frees me up to focus on teaching the women
and the children in the church, which is also a significant task. And I think
everyone is happier when the men are teaching the men and the women are
teaching the women in the church. In fact, this is the model that God gave to
the church: for older men to train younger men and for older women to train
younger women (Titus 2:1-8).

So why is it good for women to let men lead the church and the home? I
think the best answer to this is that God designed it this way. He said that it is
good, and that means that He will bless women who follow His instructions.
This doesn’t mean that women are in any way inferior. The role of women is
just as important as the role of men; they’re different and are designed to
compliment each other. There is joy, peace, and contentment for those who
do things God’s way. There is also a beauty and a harmony of relationships
within the church when women willingly choose to follow the lead of the pas-
tors and elders that God has raised up within that church. Women can make
the job of the pastor very difficult if they want to, but a woman who is content
in her God-given role can have a huge positive impact on the entire congrega-
tion. May we be gracious women who exalt Christ and not ourselves.

By His grace,

Noelle

*Noelle B. Nightingale is a wife and mother and enjoys counseling
women in the church.
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TheMarketPlace
Local Business  Guide

www.ChristianNewsMagazine.com

14724 Geneva Ave.
Hanford CA 93230
Phillip: 559-816-3887
Gary: 559-816-3888

Phillip Mello
Gary Mello
Owners

Adam Medeiros
Owner
Direct: 559-836-9826
Fax: 559-302-9945
www.medbenco.com

Address: 108 E 7th St. Ste 226, Hanford CA 93230
Email: adam@medbenco.com

Kings County Trophy & Engraving

500 East 2nd Street, Hanford, CA
(559) 583-9662 Monday - Friday 8:30 -5:30 pm



The Kings CountyPage 16 www.ChristianNewsMagazine.comnJANUARY,  2025n

Santiago Jacobo
559-469-7589

19388 Excelsior Ave
Riverdale CA 93656

Pistachio Harvest, Topping
& Hedging Services12642 Hanford-Armona Rd. Hanford, CA 93230

559-587-5119 / www.artsdiesel.com
Brakes/ A/C Heating / Check Engine / Computer

Diagnostics / Truck Programming / Engine Rebuild /
Turbo Repair

BILLINGSLEY TIRE

6 West “D” Street           559-924-3481
Lemoore CA 93245          559-707-2206After hrs

Alignment
 Balance
  Brakes
   Shocks
    Tire Rotation

24 hr Emergency

Farm & Road Service

COOPERTIRES     www.Billingsleytireinc.com
Happy New Year From Our Family To Yours

SEE NEW
LOCATION


