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Sunday Worship Services
10:30 a.m.

In person or live streamed on Facebook

Regular Office Hours
Mon — Fri
9am to 4pm

Mivister’s Message:

In preparation for All Saints’ Sunday, we pulled the historic roll book out of the safe to leaf
through it. The historic roll contains the names of every member of Southminster United
Church throughout its history. To my surprise, as | looked through the pages, | noticed that
many of our regular attending folks are absent from the official roll of members.

Membership only confers two privileges, the right to vote in a congregational meeting and

the eligibility to serve on the Church Council. The membership has been gracious in }
_ . . . . Rev. Taylor ready to

permitting adherents to vote in the congregational meetings. However, if you have any R G i

fond attachment for Southminster and would like to ensure you have a say in its George Canyon Concert

important affairs, such as calling a new minister, or decisions about major renovations, on Oct. 3, 2024

or sales, of the property (saints preserve us), then perhaps you might consider full membership.

The United Church also requires full membership for those who serve on Church Council. Perhaps you might
consider that as an excuse to avoid such commitments, but | will gently push back on that type of outlook. |
hope that you might consider answering Jesus’ call of discipleship by taking on a role with Church Council or
one of its committees in the new year? We are looking for two positions specifically, one person to chair the
Property Committee and attend Council of their behalf, and one person to attend the monthly board meetings
of the Ecumenical Campus Ministry representing Southminster. If you want more information about
discipleship opportunities serving Church Council or its committees, you may speak with Gabrielle Dumont,
who chairs the Nominations Committee in her capacity as Past-Chair.

Becoming a full member of the congregation is not a difficult process. All that is required is profession of faith
on a Sunday morning stating you believe in God as expressed through the Holy Trinity, and that you are
committed to following the way of Jesus as his disciple.

The Manual of the United Church of Canada also states that members should have a “good understanding of
the beliefs and practices of the United Church”. For that reason, we are currently hosting “What We Believe”
sessions once a month. We have had fun and interesting conversations over a potluck supper. You would be
most welcome to join us, we’re still early on. Our next session will be Thursday, November 28 at 5:30pm.

On Reformation Sunday, we remembered the many Protestant martyrs who were killed for their desire to
worship God in the way they felt was right. On All Saints’ Sunday, we will remember the discipleship of great
saints of the past, including our own members who died over this past year. In November, we also join in civic
Remembrance Day events, honouring those in the Armed Forces who have died in conflict. May we be
grateful for our precious freedom to worship in a way that is not dictated by a government and our freedom to
live out our calling to be a disciple of Jesus Christ in the way most suitable to our talents and aptitudes. We are
thankful to all who gave their lives to defend our freedoms.

The peace of Christ be with you all. -Rev. Taylor




Southminster News — November 2024 Page 2

November TAD TALK

Saturday, November 16th, Tad Talk on November 16,
Saturday 10:30 AM  We will talk about "Good Death"

It will be an open conversation to seek the art of dying
well. Someone wanted to know what people would say
about you at the funeral while you are still alive. My
good friend Desmond Tutu, Archbishop of Cape Town in
South Africa, held a few parties with good food and
drinks letting his friends "Roast and Toast" about him
while he was alive and well after he was diagnosed with
terminal cancer. He called such a party, "Departure
Lounge." You may have other ideas. Bring them in!

~ ~ ~

A message from Tania Stilson, who was our guest
speaker at “Tad Talk" about Medical Assistance in
Dying (MAID) on September 28.

Dearest Tad,

Thank you so much for inviting me to participate in Tad
Talks :). I was honoured to speak to your group, and
what a lovely group they are.

[ forgot to share the resources available through Bridge
C-14 for those considering or choosing MAID and grief
support for those afterward. Perhaps you can pass along
the website : https://www.bridgecl4.org/.

If anyone has any additional questions, please feel free
to share my information. I'm more than willing to help in
any way I can.

I also thought I would include the article about the
MAID procedure in church. It was in Winnipeg, not
Regina, at the Churchill Park United Church.
Interesting!

1 look forward to when our paths cross again.

Warm regards,

Tania

5 N
UCW DOWNTOWN DAY
All women of the congregation
are most welcome!

Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024

10 a.m. Meet at BREAD
MILK & HONEY at

427 - 5th St. S. for coffee &
treats.

- Shop at your leisure
exploring the shops in the area.

‘ A T, L, --" .ﬂO s 1BV ‘“\Q\ Fh

@ Olhohohol hohoholky; .-
¢ B 1 p.m. Meetat STREATSIDE EATERY
B at 317 - 8" St. S. for lunch (Please sign up on
{ the sheet in the hallway at the church if you are
coming for lunch).

“ Questions? Joan - 403-328-4771 or
Wanda - 403-382-8391

-f'

RS-+ 2 - .

MEN’S FALL DINNER
The Fall Dinner was a great success.

1
I

I

I

:

I Through the Dinner and the Silent Auction, we
| raised $5,300 for the Southminster General Fund.
I Special Thanks to Reverend Taylor and Reverend
: MiYeon Kim for offering to cook an authentic
: Korean Dinner for one of the lucky bidders.

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

THANK YOU to all the men and women who

helped out. No less than 60 people were directly
involved in making this event a success. A great
example of teamwork. We look forward to next

years dinner! -Steve Dobay

Fit for Life at Southminster — 10am Fridays!

Group Fitness Class for all fitness levels,

ages and genders. Classes run for 45 minutes in a circuit style.
Exercises are designed to be easily modified if needed,

while listening to fun music. All equipment provided,

just come wearing indoor shoes and comfortable clothes

by Donation - suggested $5 per person, pay what you can
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Canyon Church Camp update:

What a night! Our George Canyon fundraising concert on October 3 was
a big success. Around 400 tickets were sold, so we made over $10,000
towards the rebuild of camp. Watch for the official numbers in the next
couple of weeks, after the last of the bills get paid. A big thank you to
everyone who bought tickets, to those that volunteered, and to the
Lethbridge Kinsmen who donated an additional $60,000!! That amount
will fund the complete rebuild of one camper cabin. Amazing!

Construction continued until the end of October, but the buildings are
now boarded up and everything is prepared for winter. The septic tank was
delayed in arriving, but it is supposed to arrive by November 1. If the snow
holds off, they will install it before November 15. However, if the weather
doesn’t cooperate it will be installed in the spring.

All of the utility lines are now in (they are now all underground, including
the electrical), and the wiring in the lodge has all been replaced with
mouse-proof wiring. Additionally, they have installed 2 ceiling fans in the
lodge and a couple of small heaters in the dish pit area. The boys’ wash-
room has been gutted and they will start the installations in the spring. The
old custodian quarters are also being renovated, and I can’t wait to see the
result! Stay tuned to hear about all the other changes that will be
happening.

Construction will begin again when Red Rock Canyon Road reopens in the
spring — likely in late April or early May. In the meantime, our fundraising
committee will continue to raise the rest of the funds needed for the
rebuild. We don’t just need buildings, we also need craft supplies, games
equipment, programming supplies, song books, mattresses, kitchen
supplies (the mice got into the toasters and many other things). It is a long
list! If you know a business or individual that would be willing to donate
some of these things, give the camp a discount, or give money to purchase
them, please let us know.

A big thank you to Simon Hann who has made countless trips to Waterton
and wore out chainsaw blades cutting up fallen trees. He and Cathy have
been a great benefit to our rebuild crew!

As always, watch for updates on our Facebook and Instagram pages, as
well as on our website www.canyonchurchcamp.com. If you want the
absolute newest goings-on, stop in at the church office and ask!

Thank you for your continued support. Watch for our Christmas
fundraising campaign coming soon!

- Chrigtina Whittmire

The original girls’
washroom cabin was
completely destroyed in
the Keno Fire in 2017.
Here, you can see the
new girls’ washroom
building (October
2024). Different design
but old location!

WHAT IF THE WORD HO'/OSEXUAL
WAS NEVER MEANT TO BE IN THE BIBLE?

1946

THE MISTRANSLATION
THAT SHIFTED CULTURE

xn e e
MARY LAMBERT ‘SHAROK “ROCKY" ROGGIO DANEL KARSLAKE
AQUEST FOR BIBLICAL TRUTH cecven
resxore JENA SERBU | SHARON "ROCKY" ROGGID
TERESA & TODD SILVER | JUN & DREW YOUNG | SABRINA MERAGE NAIM
warear JENA SERBU & JILL WOODWARD s JILL WOODWARD
omexon ACOWSAY & TYLER EICHORST wsecus w nesconner COLLIER LANDRY
FROM THE CREATOR OF “FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME S0
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A message from Southminster’s
Affirming Committee:

To all those of you who attended one of the
Affirming Committee's film screenings,
thank you. There will be another
opportunity to view the film on Nov. 22 at
6 p.m. at the Lethbridge Public Library—
Crossings Branch (westside location).
https://www.lethlib.ca/events/out-on-the-
big-screen-1946-the-mistranslation-that-
shifted-culture-2022-92-min-not-
rated?id=1732323600-448457

After the film, there will be a panel
discussion facilitated by OUTreach
Southern Alberta, McKillop United Church,
and Southminster United Church.

Additionally, some of you might be
interested in the announcement below
about a new podcast launching next week:

Los Angeles, CA — October 2024 — The
creators of the award-winning
documentary 1946: The Mistranslation That
Shifted Culture announce an impactful new
web series/podcast, 1946: The Culture Shift
Tour, launching November 3, 2024, with
nine bi-monthly episodes airing Sundays at
1 pm Eastern.
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Some Remembrances of
Remembrance Day Services

There are three components to
the Remembrance Day Services
—the church service, the
parade and the Cenotaph
service. We begin with the
parade.

In the 1960s, the Lethbridge Kiwanis Band, of which | was a
member, were called upon to participate in Remembrance
Day Services. The band marched in the youth section with
the cadets, Girl Guides and Boy Scouts and young soldiers
along with the City Police, R.C.M.P. veterans, and legion
members. The parade route was west on 4th Avenue South
to 5th Street South, then north to the Galt Gardens coming
to a standstill at the soldier monument.

At the Cenotaph, we were honoured to play the National
Anthems O Canada and the Star-Spangled Banner for
American participants. We shared musical duties with the
Salvation Army and the Legion Pipe Band. One drawback to
the day was the weather. We had to contend with light snow
falling one year, gusty winds another year or freezing
temperatures the next year. Band members, in our red and
black winter uniforms, learned how to keep our instruments
in playing condition by blowing on our mouthpieces to keep
them viable for playing. We also wore fingerless gloves.

The Remembrance Day Church Services had a variety of
venues over the years — the Civic Centre, St. Patrick’s and
Southminster Churches and more recently the Lethbridge
Exhibition Pavilion. At Southminster in the 1980s, the service
was led by the padres of veteran organizations. The organist
was Betty Purkis who played for the congregational hymns
including ‘O God Our Help In Ages Past, The Lord Is My
Shepherd’ and Abide with Me. She also accompanied George
Brown’s solo ‘In Flanders Fields’. When the venue changed
to the Exhibition Pavilion, she continued playing for a few
years before turning the organ duties over to Evelyn Beattie.

Remembrance Day Ceremonies continue today at the
Exhibition Pavilion and at the Cenotaph now located on the
grounds of Yates Memorial Centre on Veteran’s Avenue [4th
Avenue South].

SOUTHMINSTER UCW
TEA & BAZAAR
Sat. Nov. 23, 2024 2-4pm

TeA: Famery samdaniches, coskies &
squahes are serued, with your cheice of tea,
coffer ohjmice $12 (Tickets at the deor ol

BAZAAR: Bakimg *Jewelvy *Chafts
CAnistmas Theasures & Burphises

» Ifyou are a “Crafter” and have items that
you would be willing to donate, please leave
them at the church office with your name and
suggested prices. Any unsold items will be
returned to you.

» If you have items you are willing to
donate to “Christmas Surprises &
Treasures” (Christmas ornaments and
decorations or items suitable for re-gifting.
We will also welcome “Jewellery/
Accessories”, please leave them at the
church office and indicate on the parcel that
they are for the Bazaar.

» Donations of baking are most welcome
for the “Bake Table”. These can be brought
to the kitchen door of the church by noon on
Bazaar Day for marking. Please label your
baking so folks know what they are buying.

» We would appreciate a $10 donation
towards the sandwiches.

» Dainties for the Tea: lining the pans with
parchment paper will make it easier for us to
cut the squares. We will do the cutting to
ensure uniform sizes!

» Sign-up sheets are in the main hallway
For more information, please call

Carol Romses @ 403-327-1345 or
Joyce Boisvenue @ 403-359-9323.

Mark your calendar, plan to attend and invite a
friend to come with you! All are welcome!
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Southminster Financials September 2024

Actual income and expenses, YTD (year-to-date) vs. budgeted numbers January to September

2024 September Financials 9
Southminster United Church 2024 Bi(o;lf;t YTD per Bupdeiet YTD Budget 2024 Budget
YTD month daily ) total
YTD month Daily
Congregational Collections 90,994| 105,000 10,110 ( 17,667 337 389 140,000
Designated Recoveries 10,614 17,625 1,179 | 1,958 39 65 23,500
Rentals & Other Income 111,004| 124,425 12,334 | 13,825 411 461 165,900
Total Funds In 212,612 247,050 23,624| 27,450 787 915 329,400
Staffing Costs 180,565 194,176 20,063 | 21,575 669 719 258,901
Operating Costs (Office etc) 33,133| 41,220 3,681 | 4,580 123 153 54,960
Facility Upgrades 2,283 3,750 254 417 8 14 5,000
Building Upkeep 10,275 9,000 1,142 | 1,000 38 33 12,000
Utilities 23,772 30,000 2,641 | 3,333 88 111 40,000
Committees 4,004 11,025 445 1,225 15 41 14,700
Total Expenses 254,033 289,171 28,226| 32,130 941( 1,071 385,561
Current Net -41,421| -42,121 -4,602 | -4,680 -153 -156 -56,161

The turning of the wheel of Time. We don’t know how much time we have left - -
until winter sets in. We hope Autumn will remain with us a little while longer.
Samhain — AKA All Hallows Evening AKA Halloween was quite nice weatherwise.
Children didn’t have to wear snowsuits under or over their costumes. Itis always
hard to predict so we must have a back up.

Samhain was and is the Celtic celebration of the harvest. It was a time when the
veil between this world and the spiritual world was the thinnest. Folks honored
their ancestors and invited them to share their wisdom and insights — their
Blessings on the next year.

Ry umn

The end of the year was marked by a great bonfire on a high and sacred hill in Ireland (Uisnech). Tradition was
that people would clean their homes, put out and sweep their hearths. When they could see the light that was
relayed around the country, it was a signal to re-light their home fires and so to usher in the New Year in the cycle
of the seasons. It was a time for preparing for the next equinox which would signal true winter which would be a
time of rest and reflection. But Now, - Itis time to watch nature and wildlife, to mimic that behavior. So, itis a
busy time — a time to gather in stores, to prepare, to build a cozy, safe refuge all in expectation of harder times to
come — winter will soon be her - - or to seek food, shelter and companionship wherever we must go.

In Southern Alberta, we also begin a celebration of All Saints Day where we pay homage to our ancestors — not
just of blood, but of our history, our culture, our ideas and opinions. But for the works of our forebears, we would
not be standing in this place. This s, indeed, worth celebrating !.

Here at Southminster, we celebrate 100 years of history in our own United Church. We have been here - all that
time — and longer!! God willing, we will be here another century. So now, it is a busy time — a time for preparation,
for gathering in, for creating a safe and cozy refuge in expectation of harder times to come. For some, that means
finding a comfy pillow and blankie — maybe a stuffie — and settling down with snacks to binge on Netflix. While
cocooning all winter does sound tempting, Southminster still needs to function as a place of community, a place
of worship. The boiler has been turned on; winter will soon be with us.

Stay tuned for your upcoming Stewardship Campaign. We have a new display to unroll for your amusement and
amazement. We will highlight each and every year since the foundation of our current beliefs —honoring our past
and those who helped to bring about our present. You can help build a safe and supportive today so we can look
forward to tomorrow.

God Bless s Every One ! #allelujah /!
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PICKLEBALL AT SOUTHMINSTER  -Steve Dobay

Pickleball continues to grow at Southminster. From the informal
launch at the Annual Congregational Meeting in March, to our early
lessons and trial run in June, to going “public” in July, the acceptance
has been tremendous. The chart below summarizes the steady
growth since June. From humble beginnings (i.e. zero members) we
now boast a growing membership of 246. Our monthly revenue
continues to grow, with total revenue so far of $2,300. We made a
fairly modest investment of about $1000 in equipment. You may also
notice other minor improvements to the gym as we move forward.
Pickleball started as a way to utilize the otherwise unused time in the
gym on weekday mornings and afternoons, and, of course, to
generate much needed revenue for the Southminster General Fund.
We are careful not to jeopardize other rentals of the gym. We
emphasize fair play and socialization among the members. We are
strongly committed to the concept of “Open Play.” That is, you are
welcome to come out and play, regardless of your ability or skill level.

To play at Southminster, you merely need to sign up with the (free)
TeamReach App, and then sign into an open session. The drop-in fee
is S5 per session. The new schedule is published on TeamReach each
week.

We also have a recreational/beginner pickleball for Southminster
folks on a true beginner level Mondays at 4:15pm. Just come and
play, no registration needed for now — please note that this time slot
will not be available via TeamReach. If you have a friend who is willing
to learn or play at rec level, you are welcome to bring them. Cost is $5
per player; all equipment is provided.

In November, we will start “Practice and Play” sessions 3 mornings a
week. This will be open to all members, and involves an hour of
personalized training, and an hour of game-time. The cost is the same
- S5/session. In the New Year, we are planning more innovations and
enhancements to our program.

Our administrators are Taina Arnell, Christina Whittmire & me. We
are all working hard to make this a success at Southminster. Our
Unofficial “Pickleball Ambassador” is Ted Coatham, who has worked
tirelessly to spread the word about Southminster Pickleball, and who
has single-handedly brought in dozens of players to Southminster.
Thank you, Ted.

Stay tuned to our Facebook page “Southminster Pickleball Lethbridge”
for more news in the future!

Southminster Pickleball stats 2024

MONTH PLAYS/month | MEMBERS (app)| REVENUE/month
JUNE, 2024 0 0 $ -
JULY, 2024 26 70 $135
AUG, 2024 22 150 $110
SEPT, 2024 163 200 $915
OCT, 2024 288 246 $1,145 (est)

TOTAL 499 $2,305

Pastoral
Care
Committee
News

The Pastoral care committee spent the day in
Coaldale at a seminar called “Building
Pastoral Care Teams” on October 19th. This
was a very informative session and once again
stresses the importance of keeping people
connected.

We did some role playing and had many
wonderful discussions with others on what
their churches are doing.

Our hope is to connect with our congregation
not just in times of grief, sorrow and sickness.
Spiritual care means listening, not fixing. We
abide by taking an oath of confidentiality
when visiting anyone.

If you know someone that you think may
benefit from a phone call or visit, please reach
out to me and our team will follow up.

Yours in Christ,
Janice Ross, Chair

Committee members:
Linda Horner

Joyce Boisvenue
Sheila Braund

Pam Rockerbie

Rev. Taylor Croissant

Saturdays at Ten-Thirty (SATT)
At 10:30am:

Saturday, November 2

Sip and paint with Amy #1
Saturday, November 9

Sip and paint with Amy #2
Saturday, November 16

Tad Talk in the Lounge

Watch for more updates in the
weekly Friday emails!
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On Sunday, September 29, the congregation of Two Hills

United Church watched us online as they had no in-person Our annual Canadian Foodgrains Bank Soup
worship leader available. Thank you for joining us! Luncheon on October 20, raised over $700
Our Rev. Taylor served as the minister of this congregation and all of it will be sent to Canadian
in 2013 - 2015. Foodgrains bank so they can help feed those

- __—— | indeveloping countries who are facing famine.
Men’s Club Breakfast in November
All men of the congregation are invited to join for a hearty
breakfast on Saturday, November 9 at 9am.
If you are willing to help with cooking, come at 8am.
Sign-up sheet is on the bulleting board by the Lounge And thank you to those we came to enjoy the

Cost $10 per person. lunch — your generosity is very much
appreciated!

Thank you to all who provided soup, buns and
desserts, helped with set up and clean up,
including members of our new youth group!

THANK Y0U SOUTHMINSTER UNITED CHURC United Church

FOR HOSTING, VOAUNTEERING, DONATING SOUP, SNACKS, TIME AND mDNt.'r'T
Of Cahada 2025

celebrating 100 Years
Calendars

AVailable now at the
church office
$15 per Calendar

CALENDRIER DES
2025 cuuncu CALENDAR £GLISES CANADIENNES

100 oo gt

WE GATHERED IN PARGE GROUP m&%%’murs, N A BRACKROOT ciRc:i%ANéz. AT NIKKA YU
MITSUT, AT THE COR VAN RAY YMCA AND AT SOUTHMINSTER CHURCH, DEEPENING OUR UNDERST,
REAL2Y CONSIDERING THE DIVINE QUESTION: “WHO DO YOU SAY
THIS WOUADN'T HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT YOUR CONTINUED AND DEDICAT:
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