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THE MESILLA FILES 
CASE FILE NO. 1 

The Mark on the Wrist 
Case Number: MF-001 
Classification: Open Investigation 
Status: Unresolved 
First Recorded: 1898 (Father Miguel Serrano Journals) 
Current Investigator: Dylan Carrillo 
TRC Reference: CF-001 
 

CASE SUMMARY 

For more than one hundred years, scattered reports have described an unusual mark 
appearing on the inside of a person's wrist. 

Witnesses insist the mark is not a tattoo, birthmark, or scar. Instead, it appears suddenly, 
remains for an unknown period-of-time, and in some cases disappears without 
explanation. 

The symbol has become one of the oldest and most persistent mysteries contained within 
The Mesilla Files. 

WHAT WE KNOW 

Historical records collected by the TRC Research Center suggest several common 
observations: 

• The mark usually appears on only one wrist. 
• Most people report no pain when it first appears. 
• The design is remarkably consistent across accounts separated by decades. 
• Several witnesses claimed the mark appeared shortly before an unusual encounter 

or unexplained event. 
• Others reported vivid dreams, heightened awareness, or an unexplained feeling that 

someone—or something—was watching them. 
• No verified scientific explanation has been established. 
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HISTORICAL REFERENCES 

1898 

Father Miguel Serrano mentions a traveler who arrived in Mesilla bearing a strange wrist 
symbol. The traveler refused to discuss its origin and departed the following morning. 

1936 

Sheriff Tomas Ortega documented two independent witnesses carrying nearly identical 
markings during his investigation into unexplained disappearances outside Mesilla. 

1955 

Researcher Howard H. Hunter referenced "the mark carried by those who claimed to have 
crossed beyond ordinary boundaries." 

1967 

Theodore Ray Mercer recorded stories from longtime Mesilla residents who believed the 
mark identified individuals "chosen by the desert." 

THEORIES 

Researchers have proposed numerous explanations: 

• A forgotten cultural symbol. 
• An ancient warning. 
• A naturally occurring skin condition mistaken for something mysterious. 
• A sign connected to the Mesilla Veil. 
• Evidence of contact with the Old Desert. 
• A coincidence reinforced through local folklore. 

At present, none of these theories can be confirmed. 

PERSONS OF INTEREST 

• Father Miguel Serrano 
• Sheriff Tomas Ortega 
• Howard H. Hunter 
• Theodore Ray Mercer 
• Dr. Thadius Malone 

Each documented the phenomenon independently, often decades apart. 
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CURRENT INVESTIGATION 

The TRC Research Center continues to compare historical journals, photographs, letters, 
and eyewitness accounts in an effort to determine: 

Is the mark always identical? 

Why does it appear on only certain individuals? 

Is there any connection between the mark and reported encounters in the Old Desert? 

Why do descriptions remain so consistent over more than a century? 

These questions remain unanswered. 

DYLAN'S NOTES 

"When I first heard about the mark, I assumed it was another desert legend. But after 
reading journals written decades apart by people who never knew each other, I realized the 
similarities were too striking to ignore. Whether it's folklore, coincidence, or something 
we've yet to understand, this case deserves a closer look. It's where our investigation 
begins." 

— Dylan Carrillo 

 

Case Status 

OPEN 

If you have information, historical documents, family stories, or photographs related to The 
Mark on the Wrist, the TRC Research Center welcomes your submission for review. 

Collect Everything. Verify What You Can. Question Everything Else. 

 

The records have been preserved. The investigation continues. 


