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THE MESILLA FILES 
CASE FILE NO. 7 

The Desert Crow 
Case Number: MF-007 
Classification: Person of Interest 
Status: Active Investigation 
First Recorded: Early 1900s (Estimated) 
Current Investigator: Dylan Carrillo 
TRC Reference: CF-007 

 

CASE SUMMARY 
Among all the mysterious individuals documented in The Mesilla Files, none has proven more 
elusive than the man known simply as The Desert Crow. 

His real name is believed to be Jeremiah "Jeb" Crow, although no official records have been 
found to confirm it. 

Unlike many legends, the Desert Crow is not described as a supernatural being. 

Instead, he is consistently portrayed as a man who chose to live deep within the Old Desert, 
surviving in places where few others dared to travel. 

For decades, researchers have searched for him. 

Some claim to have met him. 

Most never did. 

 

WHO IS THE DESERT CROW? 
Historical accounts describe Jeremiah Crow as an expert tracker, explorer, and survivalist. 

According to numerous reports, he knew the Old Desert better than anyone alive. 
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Witnesses claimed he appeared unexpectedly, offered cryptic advice, traded information, and 
disappeared before sunrise. 

Some believed he was protecting something. 

Others believed he was simply trying to keep curious people alive. 

 

WHAT WE KNOW 
Researchers have identified several consistent observations. 

• He reportedly lived alone in the Old Desert.  
• He avoided towns except when absolutely necessary.  
• He possessed detailed maps unavailable anywhere else.  
• He collected journals, sketches, photographs, and artifacts.  
• He occasionally left information where trusted investigators would find it.  
• He rarely stayed in one location for long.  

No verified photograph has ever been authenticated. 

 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
1912 

Several prospectors described receiving directions from an older man who refused payment and 
warned them not to continue west. 

The description closely matches later accounts of the Desert Crow. 

 

1936 

Sheriff Tomas Ortega recorded rumors of "an old desert guide who knows more than he says." 

No interview was ever conducted. 
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1958 

Howard H. Hunter noted repeated references to a man who "walks the desert as though it were 
his own backyard." 

Hunter never located him. 

 

1967 

Theodore Ray Mercer interviewed ranchers who insisted the Desert Crow had supplied maps 
leading to several historical discoveries. 

Mercer believed at least part of the story. 

 

Present Day 

Several recently recovered documents attributed to TOX contain references suggesting the 
Desert Crow supplied archival material to researchers over many years. 

Whether these references are authentic remains under investigation. 

 

HIS CONNECTION TO CAPTAIN VOSS 
One of the most intriguing claims surrounding the Desert Crow is his reported relationship with 
Captain Elias Voss. 

Several journals suggest Crow possessed knowledge of routes once traveled by Voss. 

Others imply he inherited information passed down through unknown sources. 

No evidence has confirmed either claim. 

 

THEORIES 
Researchers continue examining several possibilities. 
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• A real desert survivalist whose story became legendary.  
• Multiple individuals using the same nickname over several generations.  
• A guide protecting dangerous locations.  
• An information broker trading knowledge for supplies.  
• A fictional character created from numerous real people.  

None of these theories has been verified. 

 

RELATED CASES 
Possible connections include: 

• Case File No. 3 – The Mesilla Veil  
• Case File No. 4 – The Lost Expedition of Captain Elias Voss  
• Case File No. 5 – The Enclosure  
• Case File No. 6 – The Scorpion King  
• The Old Desert  
• TOX Archive Materials  

 

PERSONS OF INTEREST 
• Jeremiah "Jeb" Crow  
• Captain Elias Voss  
• Theodore Ray Mercer  
• Howard H. Hunter  
• TOX  
• Dr. Thadius Malone  

 

CURRENT INVESTIGATION 
The TRC Research Center is reviewing journals, maps, and recently cataloged archive materials 
that reference the Desert Crow. 

Researchers are attempting to determine: 

• Was Jeremiah Crow a real individual?  
• Did more than one person use the name "Desert Crow"?  
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• Where did his maps originate?  
• Why did multiple investigators trust his information?  
• What did he know about the Old Desert that others did not?  

Each newly discovered document adds another piece to the puzzle—but no definitive answers. 

 

DYLAN'S NOTES 
"Of all the people in our files, the Desert Crow might be the one I'd most like to meet. He never 
sought attention, never wrote books, and never tried to convince anyone of what he knew. 
Instead, he quietly left clues for those willing to look. Whether he was a remarkable desert guide 
or something more, his fingerprints are all over the history of The Mesilla Files. Every time we 
uncover another map or journal tied to him, it feels like he's still leading us—one step at a time." 

— Dylan Carrillo 

 

CASE STATUS 
OPEN 

The TRC Research Center welcomes historical maps, journals, family stories, photographs, or 
documented encounters related to Jeremiah "Jeb" Crow, the Desert Crow, or unexplained 
discoveries in the Old Desert. 

Every submission is preserved, evaluated, and compared with existing archival records. 

 

TRC Research Center 
Collect Everything. Verify What You Can. Question Everything Else. 

The records have been preserved. The investigation continues. 
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