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CASE SUMMARY

Few names appear more often in The Mesilla Files than Captain Elias Voss.
Soldiers wrote about him.

Priests mentioned him.

Prospectors searched for him.

Researchers spent decades trying to determine whether he actually existed.

Yet no official government record has ever been found confirming his life—or his
disappearance.

Despite that, stories of Captain Voss have circulated throughout southern New Mexico for more
than a century.

WHO WAS CAPTAIN VOSS?

Historical descriptions portray Captain Elias Voss as an experienced explorer who assembled a
small expedition to investigate strange reports originating deep within what later became known
as the Old Desert.

His stated objective remains unknown.




Some accounts claim he was searching for an ancient settlement.
Others insist he was following maps that predated Spanish exploration.

Still others believe he was investigating mysterious disappearances already occurring in the
region.

No surviving expedition log has ever been authenticated.

WHAT WE KNOW

Researchers have identified several recurring details found in independent accounts.
e (Captain Voss led a carefully equipped expedition into the desert.
e The expedition disappeared without explanation.
e Very few members were ever reported to have returned.
e Those who allegedly survived rarely agreed on what happened.
o Every version of the story changes—except for one.

Captain Voss never came back.

HISTORICAL RECORDS

1899

Father Miguel Serrano recorded hearing local ranchers speak of "the Captain who walked
beyond the desert and never returned."

1918
Several handwritten maps surfaced showing a route labeled only:
"Voss Trail."

No destination was identified.

1936

Sheriff Tomas Ortega recovered a weathered journal containing a brief reference to "Voss and

the Gate."




The remaining pages were missing.
1958

Howard H. Hunter interviewed elderly residents who insisted Captain Voss had discovered
"another country hidden beyond the sands."

1966

Theodore Ray Mercer located several unrelated references to Voss in antique journals collected
from across southern New Mexico and northern Mexico.

THEORIES

Researchers continue evaluating several possibilities.

e Captain Voss became lost during a desert expedition.

e He died from exposure.

o His disappearance became exaggerated through local folklore.
e He discovered previously unknown ruins.

e He crossed what later became known as the Mesilla Veil.

e He reached the Enclosure described in later accounts.

e He never existed at all.

None of these theories has been confirmed.

EVIDENCE UNDER REVIEW

The TRC Research Center currently possesses:

e Hand-drawn maps attributed to unknown surveyors.
o References in Father Serrano's journals.

o Sheriff Ortega's investigative notes.

o Howard Hunter interview transcripts.

e Theodore Ray Mercer field notes.

o Several anonymous letters mentioning Captain Voss.

Researchers continue comparing these records for common details.




RELATED CASES

Possible connections remain under investigation with:

e Case File No. 1 — The Mark on the Wrist
o Case File No. 2 — Symbols in the Sand

e Case File No. 3 — The Mesilla Veil

e The Enclosure

e The Old Desert

e The Scorpion King

DYLAN'S NOTES

"Captain Elias Voss may be the single thread that connects nearly every mystery we've
investigated. His name appears in journals separated by decades, in stories passed down through
families, and on maps that seem to lead nowhere. Whether he was an explorer, a military officer,
or simply a legend created around someone long forgotten, one thing is certain—people have
been searching for answers about him for generations. Until we learn more, his expedition
remains one of the greatest unsolved mysteries in The Mesilla Files."

— Dylan Carrillo

CURRENT INVESTIGATION

The TRC Research Center is actively reviewing newly recovered maps, journals, and
correspondence believed to contain additional references to Captain Voss and his expedition.
Several documents are undergoing authentication before they can be added to the public archive.

Future Archive Sessions will include updates as new evidence is cataloged.

CASE STATUS
OPEN
If you possess family journals, historical maps, photographs, letters, or stories that reference

Captain Elias Voss or an unexplained desert expedition, the TRC Research Center welcomes
your submission for examination.




TRC Research Center
Collect Everything. Verify What You Can. Question Everything Else.

The records have been preserved. The investigation continues.




	THE MESILLA FILES
	CASE FILE NO. 4

	The Lost Expedition of Captain Elias Voss
	CASE SUMMARY
	WHO WAS CAPTAIN VOSS?
	WHAT WE KNOW
	HISTORICAL RECORDS
	1899
	1918
	1936
	1958
	1966

	THEORIES
	EVIDENCE UNDER REVIEW
	RELATED CASES
	DYLAN'S NOTES
	CURRENT INVESTIGATION
	CASE STATUS
	TRC Research Center



